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To the Chriſtian READER. 


7 * S excellent treatiſe, containing divers prime points of ar 


religion, . which believers ſouls do live upon every day, and in 

the tively ſenſe whererf, with afplication ts themſelves, they enjoy 
and exerciſe. fweet communion with God the Father, and his Son 
eſus Chriſt, the Mediator of the new covenant, pon thoſe 
„and furer promiſes, of the doctrines here treated ; 


tter ! 
doth ſufficiently commend itſelf to ſuch as are thoroughly acquainted 


with, and experimentally exerciſed in theſe things. 5 
I have known the author long (fu twenty eight years) to have 
had a fpirit greatly addicted to, and affected with, the ſavoury 
knowledge of the truths here delivered. And though he hath not 
had the uſe and help of foreign languages, wherein theſe points 
have been maſtiy written; yet I may ſay of him (as 1 Tim. iv. 6.) 
He hath been long —— d up in the words of faith and 
doctrine; and-thereunto he hath ſ far attained, as to be 
able to cut the ſtrongeſi ſmetos of the principal objeftions, which' the 
2 have invaded theſe truths with. And further, to ga- 
bliſh the poſitive truth, hath backed and confirmed the ſame by 
folid arguments, and pertinent ſcriptures genuinely explained and 
opened. And, which to me is yet more, he hath extracted the moff 
ſpiritſul quickening cordials, which the doctrine of Grace and Elee- 
tion affords plenty ; whereby to comfort all forts of believers : ex- 
horting and directing the while company and body of them, ho 
fo manage their faith between God and their own ſouls, in point 
of Election ; perſuading them ail to commit and betake themſelves 
wholly to God's carrying on their ſalvation, in the way Election: 
and all along hath flrewed his diſcourſe with uſeful exhortations 
and applications of the. doctrines he does deliver; mixing uſes for 
practice, with the rational diſcuſſions, and the ruggeder controver- 
fals ; which hath been a defect complained of in others, to the re- 
proach of the doctrine Hor ; and made an argument, that the 
doctrine 7s not true, ſeeing omne verum eſt bonum, and both are 
inſeparable affections of being. Upon theſe and the like conſidera- 
tions, I do heartily commend this t#eatiſe to the judicious reader, no- 
thing doubting, but that it will ſatisfy the tveateſt oo as it 
hath approved itſelf to ſeveral divines ; hoping alſo, . 
tion will do as much good to mens ſouls, as the former editions have 
done, The bleſſing of heaven go with it, — 


April 12, 1678. THoMas Goopwin, 


at this edi- 
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To the Chriſtin READER. 


T HE doctrines in this treatiſe declared and vindicated, 
. have exerciſed the thoughts and beſt abilities of many 
learned men. The oppoſition made againſt them by the Pe- 
lagians of old, excited divers of the ancients to their juſt de- 
fence ; whereby they received that light and eſtabliſhment, as 
for many ages the church remained in the quiet poſſeſſion and 
belief of them; until (of late) the Jeſuits, and Socinians, and 
ſome others, conſpired again to ſupplant them ; and. therein 
had (probably) prevailed ere now, had not the Lord ſtirred up 


—the ſpirits of many and gräbt perſons to ſtand on his ſide, and 


help to maintain that quarrel of his covenant, It is not un- 
worthy our notice, and deepeſt reſentment, how zealouſly af- 
fected ſome men are in behalf of ſuch tenets as ſtand in di- 
rect oppoſition to the grace of Gor, and their own eternal 
happineſs ; how they ſpare neither arts nor calumnies to diſ- 
grace the aſſertors of thoſe very truths that make up the my- 
ſtery of godlineſs; yea, to ſcandalize and ſuppreſs the truths 
themſelves : as if reaſon and learning were given to no better 
ends than to vilify religion. And further, how pronely ad- 
dicted men are (having imbibed the Arminian points) to take 
in thoſe that are of moſt fatal conſequence: ſo far are thoſe 
principles from yielding any effectual influence towards holi- 
nefs, or well grounded peace, netwithftanding their pretended 
adaptedneſs to promote them, (which might be largely inſiſted 
on, but that: the deſigned brevity of this addreſs forbids it.) 
But whatever the ends of men are, or their intereſt, in de- 
faming the Wiſdom, Sovereignty and Grace of Go, and that 
in a method more arrogant and daring, than perſons.of the 
fame principles have hexetofore adventured to do; the Lord's 
ends, in permitting them, are holy and good; and we are 
aſſured, that he would not have ſuffered thoſe dangerous er- 
rors to re- invade his church, and his glorious truths to be ſo 
coarſely and contumeliouſly treated ; but in order to their fur- 
ther illuſtration and conqueſt: and that therefore, as he hath, 
ſo he will (of his abundant goodneſs to the world, and faith- 
fulneſs to his elect) raiſe up ſuch as with meekneſs, light, and 
power, ſhall withſtand their furious torrent, and tranſmit to 
the following generations, thoſe bleſſed and greatly important 
truths which the world ſo implacably are bent againſt, and ſeek 


It 


peculiar advahtages 


To the Chriftian READ FER. vll 
It is ſomewhat perceptible of itſelf (and ſo acknowledged 
by the author) that in writing this treatiſe he had little or no 
intercourſe with books, but thoſe of the holy ſcripture : 
(Which is here mentioned to magnify the grace of Gop that 
was with him.) And by this may be gathered, that a ſerious 
and diligent conſulting the ſacred oracles, with an humble de- 
pendence upon God for teaching and ſucceſs; as they are du- 
ties of great importance, ſo of anſwerable improvement, the 
— and ſureſt means of inſtruction touching the myſtery 
of his will, with that orderly and harmonious connection o 
the divine attributes for recovering apoſtate creatures from 
their dreadful lapſe, and placing them in a condition tranſcen- 
dently better than their primitive ſtate: all which by the Pe- 
lagian articles are reduced to nothing. Vea, here are ſome 
which accompany this diſcourſe; 1. That 
it is founded and built on the teſtimony of Gop alone; whoſe 
authority and truth are the only unerring rule and immovable 
baſis of divine faith, and its propereſt touchſtone; and the 
leſſer diverſion there is to other ways of proof and argumenta- 
tion (in things of this nature) the more convincing, and free 
from retortion; and the ſooner will our ſouls be brought to 
acquieſcence and ſettlement. 2. That the doctrines being 
declared and vindicated, there is all along an uſeful improve- 
ment made of them, to excite and influence our hearts and 
lives according to the genuine tenor and import of thoſe truths, 
very much beyond what the contrary doctrines have ever pre- 
tended to. It may alſo be a ſupplement to other books, where 
the ſame truths are worthily contended for, but yet defective 


in this particular: and ſo it is not only a work of good uſe in 


itſelf, but it alſo relieves theſe doctrines from one of the worſt 
aſperſions they have been calumniated with. Divers other 
things might be mentioned, which reflect a worth up6n the 
enſuing diſcourſe, and beſpeak an eſteem of it, (which for bre- 
vity ſake) are referred to the reader's judicious obſervation. 
hat the book may be entertained by men according to tha 
deſert of it, and bleſſed of God, for the ends it is deſigned 
and ſuited unto, is and ſhall be the defire of, 
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much beholden to him for his oppoſition ; for 


L vin 


. Extract of a LETTER from a learned Ding, 


unknown to the AUTHOR. 
SIR; 3 
F kd HOUGH I be a flranger unto . yet having read your 


10 let you underſtand, with haw great delight I did read it ; and 
alle how great ſatisfaftion and comfart I receiued by it. I have 


Audied theſe points ſeveral years ago, wery herd; being then put 


upon it by a flrong adverſary, one of ſubtle wit, thaugb atherwije 
a very mean and plain man. But I have ja 7 often, that I was 


worldly ſubſlance, be without that knowledge, which (1 hope) 
through the grace of God, I then attained in Kc. 7 Points, by 
on thereof. 1 think that then, and ſince, I bave 


book of books the BIBLE: yet after all thaſe ather 2 muſt 


confeſs, that yours bath given me Yo mgft conteut and ſatisfaction, 1 
of all that 1 have read touching that jubjeft. For you have moſt 
nervouſly and judiciouſly laid open the truth, and as Jirenuouſly re- 

futed the objeftions. I bleſs N adore that divine grace of the . 4 


Lec wh L rich goounefs and mercy to his poor a, ftreſſed and 
diſtracted church in this natian, hath raiſed you 7 4 an eſpecial eſpecial 
manner, to be ſuch an e of 0 f his glory, 
bis Squereiguty, eſpecially in theſe high and — s 25 2 "ar 

ination, particular Redemption, the efficacy of grace in 

„ and the Perſeverance of tha ſaints in faith and holineſs, 2 
zouching the abſoluteneſs of the covenant 77 grace, 4 aan but 
mire to ſee how patly you jump with me. N OM ta ſay — 2 — yes? 
years ago, (what I find now in your hook) that if the 
grace were not abſolute, ſalvation would be as difficult 3 it, as by 
the covenant of works ; becauſe it is as hard for @ natural man to 
believe and live, as it is for him to do and live, Mell, you heve 
(in my Judgment) performed your buſingſs mad pioufly, preftically, 
and firangly ; and your arguments are, invincible ; many of which 
yet ¶ had never met with: and I doubt not but you do return the 
praiſe and glory of all unto our great and gracious Lord, who by 
his meer free grace hath enabled you to perform this work ; which is 


fo much far tbe glory of his holy name. I commend you with your 


labours to the * of our mercaful father, and reſt, 


Dur mgft aſfectionate Friend 
Ole 16, 1667, 1 53 ; W. W. 
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excellent hook (which I did but borrow neither) 1 thought good 
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An Account of the TREATISE and 
_ PoBricarion EE: 


PH principal heads of the following diſcourſe (generally - 
owned. by the churches of Britain) the author was ſore» 
what inſtructed in from his childhood; having heard (till a 
few years fince) but little concerning the general point; that 
he means, which is commonly ſo called, as holding the 
of God in Chriſt, to be generally deſigned and diſpenſed alike 
to all; ſuſpending the whole virtue and ſucceſs thereof on the 
human will; without peculiar reſpect or afliftance afforded. _ 
to any, but . is given in common unto meg. Which "I 
doctrine might rather be termed general, as the generality of | 
men in nature are patrons and abettors of it. Nat that he 
thinks all who hold it, to be in their natural flate ; for, as of 
moſt, their judgment is better than their practice; ſo, of fame 
he hopes, their practice may be ſounder than their judgment: 
but, ſo to hold and practiſe accordingly, he cannot but think 
extremely perilous to the ſauls of men, Divers conferences 
(accidentally) he had with thoſe of that way: in all which ke 
found it their drift to inſinuate that principle; not caring. 
much to diſcourſe of any point elſe,” how uſeful ſoever, and 
importantly needful to be known; but till diverting into 
that channel: maintaining alſo their notions, with that confi» 
dence of their own, and contempt of the contrary judgment; 
ſuch uncomely reflections upon their opponents, ſlight 
regard vf the ſcriptures brought againſt them; as did in no 
wiſe become a contending for the faith: (which has made him 
think that ironical ſpeech of Job to his friends, too applicable 
to theſe, A no doubt but ye are the people, and wiſdom ſhall 
die with you ;* Fob xii. 2.) He alſo found their tenets moſtly 
grounded upon words and phraſes of a variable conſttuction; 
as not weighing the ſcope of the texts, nor how the ſenſe they 
gave 
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8 An Account of the 


gave of them, might accord with thoſe of a contrary tenor; 
itill citing ſuch as were plain and expreſs, to be tried by thoſe 
of a doubtful ſound ; whereas the contrary courſe had been 
more genuine, and nearer to find out the truth. Not that 
any ſcripture is doubtful in itſelf, or inconſiſtent with others; 
nor would ſeem ſo to us, if ſcope and context were duly weigh- 
ed; but the ſame word being uſed on different occaſions to a 
different purpoſe ; an heedleſs attending to the contexture, 
induces the loſs of its proper intendment, That he found 
among them, a general agreement againſt our doQrine of 
Election is true; and no leſs true, that they differ among 
themſelves as much as they do from us; only they bear each 
others diſſent more quietly than ours. Some of them hold 


Election upon works foreſeen; others, that men are elected, 


when they do actually believe, and not before: others of them, 
that no man is elected, until he hath perſevered in believing 
to the laſt moment of his life: and others again, that there is 
no Election at all, of particular perſons as ſuch, but of the en- 
tire ſpecies of men, from eternity. This put him upon ſearch- 
ing the ſcriptures more ſetly touching the doctrine of Elec- 
tion; wherein the farther he went, the more he was confirmed 
in what he had firſt received. And as he went on, found 
thoſe other points of peculiar Redemption, effectual Calling, 
and final Perſeverance, ſo interwoven with that of Election, 
and dependent thereon ; as very naturally drew on a diſcuſſion 
of thoſe alſo. And as preparatory thereto, it ſeemed expe- 
dient to preface the whole with the doctrine of Gop's Sove- 
reignty, together with his Righteouſneſs ; the reaſons where- 


of, with its uſefulneſs, ye may find in the treatiſe itſelf, It 


rived from theſe doctrines above thoſe/of the contrary fide; 
which he hopes will not be meanly conſiderable to thoſe who 
have their ſenſes ſpiritually exerciſed to diſcern. 

Of this work was, often-times a ſtop, and laying aſide, as 
relolved-to proceed no farther : and this, not from the want, 


alſo lay before him, to obſe de e inſtructions de- 


but redundancy of matter, which he found in the ſcriptures 


for it, but himſelf much too narrow to comprehend, and to 
make it out; partly alſo, from the difficulty of reducing his 
mingling fragments, to an orderly conſiſtence. But, by one 
impulſive occurrence or other, (among which, the inward de- 
light he had in the work, though ſometimes intermitted, was 


aſſiſted with general grace; urging alſo the publiſh 


TREATISE and PUBLICATION, | 


not the leaſt;) it ſtill revived and went on afreſh, until (by de- 

grees) his gleanings grew into a ſhock ; which then he bound 
up, and deſigned it only for private uſe. - But ſo it was, that 
ſome parts thereof (providentially) came to the view and 
hearing of certain ancient and ſober chriſtians { who ex- 
preſſing an hearty good liking and approbation, ſomeyhat 
warmly adviſed the printing oft for more general uſe; as 


8 * 
+ 84 


that which might help, at leaſt to confirm the tenure of thoſe 


already poſſeſſed of the truth, but ſtill remain ſubje& to ſift- 


ing. One who had caſt a favourable eye on the contrary 


points, profeſſed himſelf well ſatisfied with what he had found in 
this, touching the impatency of natural free-will, though 
fg of it, 
for that he thought its plainneſs might render it. more con- 
vincing to ſome, than ſcholaſtic diſputes ; which are found to 
obſcure and puzzle, rather than illuminate and ſettle the 
judgment of illiterate. perſons. . Another conſideration was, 
the effect it might have to antidote young profeſſors ; who 
being ſcarce out of the ſhell of their natural underſtand- 
ing, are pronely receptive of notions that ſpring from a 
covenant of works ; which by means of ſo plain a diſcourſe 
of nature's weakneſs, together with the. neceflity, conſtant 
readineſs, and invincible efficacy of divine grace, ' they might 
happily be armed againſt. Fx! 3 
Repeated inſtances prevailed, at length, for a willingneſs 
to make it public; in caſe it ſhould alſo obtain approbation 
from approved divines; whoſe teft and judgment he would 
firſt ſubmit it unto, and accordingly did: -retaining yet 2 
deep ſenſe of his manifold inſufficiency for ſuch a work; and 
praying, that his perſonal meanneſs and obſcurity may not 


prejudice the truth, * / | 


his being the account formerly given, ſome latter oc- 
currences have induced this farther addition. After the firſt 
impreſſion the author was often- times encountered by ſome of 
the contrary perſuaſion, whereby he came to know more of 


their ſpirit and principles than before; but not to his better 


liking of either: he ſpeaks but of ſuch as himſelf had con- 
verſed with. | | 
Some he found to cry up that excellent creature man; 
and the great things he is able to do: a taking lure! and 
conſequently the more dangercus to ſuch as are not well 


ſettled 


Xii 4 ning of is. 


ſettled in arinciples; becauſe of that actions: aptneſs that 


” in nature, to be taken with its own commendation ; and 

to fancy itſelf conſiderable in procuring its own happineſs z 
28 alſo from the difficulty of taking up our reſt in the 
will of another, whoſe wiſdom and love we are little ac- 
quainted with, nor can be, until we are pitched upon it, 
But, for the preſent ability of this once excellent creature 
we have but verbal report; and muſt therefore ſuſpend 


our belief, until they produce ſome creditable evidence for 


it. If thoſe that aflert it, have ſuch a talent, it ſhould not 

be hid in the earth: they ſhould fti]] be turning the penny; 
and the, greatneſs of their ſtock ſhould be ſeen by the 
richneſs of their effects. It is no point of honour or pru- 
dence, to boaſt of poſſeſſions, and all things at will; and 

t live at the rate of an underling tenant, ,wþo hojds h is 
all at the will of another: it is ſurely a a rational thing, 
that to whom much is given, of him the more ſhould be re- 
quired. It behoves therefore to ponder thoſe ſerious queſti- 
ens, What ſingular thing do ye? and * what do ye more than 
others ?7 that is, What earnings have ye made of thoſe larger 
talents ye profcſs to be endowed with? This they ſhould 
give ſome tolerable account of, or elſe they will be thought 
to boaſt of a falſe gift; for it is not words, but performan- 
ces, muſt juſtify abilities, and make out the virtue of prin- 
eiples. Their fellow-chriſtians are © of themſelves not ſuffi- 
cient to think zu how then will thoſe anſwer it, with all thoſe 
florid endowments, to be found even as they ? 

And becauſe ſcriptural deductions are moſt preſſing ; fr 
have. a device to put by their force without reſiſtance : 
what they cannot anſwer, they will not underſtand : it muſt 
bear the name of unintelligible notion. The vanity of 
which evaſion is obvious to any that will but conſider it 
fince the rudiments of any ſcience, which by, inſtruction and 


_ uſe are familiar to one, may be ſtrange and uncouth to ano- 


ther, though of more pregnant parts than he, and better 
filled in other faculties. 

Another gin is their needleſs commixing, and conſe- 
quently perplexing of ſecret things with thoſe revealed : 
when as they cannot be ignorant, that the decree is Gov's 
rule, (which cannot be known to us but by the event,) 


the law and the teſtimony, ours: by which alone all doc- 
trines 
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trines are to be tried; and our whole courſe both of judg- 


ent and practice, to be regulated here and. judged at laft 
We ail acknowledge dark ſayings in ſcripture, and things 
hard to be underſtood. But the Gculties riſe not ſo much 
from the word, as à natural unbelief, prejudice, and dark- 
neſs within; with thoſe crooked, wrinkled, or diſcoloured 
mediums men commonly look through at ſpiritual things; 


| which needs muſt render the objects they look at unlike to 


themſelves, | 8 F 
There is alſo another ſnare, as catching as any other, 
and as worthy to be cautioned againſt : the Jodirine of 
free-grace, being ſy illuſtrious in ſcriptures, as not to be 
ſpoken againſt ; they will talk as high for it in general term 
as any other, and tell us what great pretenſions their doc- 
trine hath to magnify grace; and that they deſign. nothing 
more than, the honour of that; when as indeed, it is, not 
7 but a contrary thing ſet up with that name; for fol- 
— the ſtream either upward or downward, and as it all riſes 
from, ſo it all runs into freedom of will, and advancement of 

felf; as is obvious to any impartial obſerver, . 
The laſt thing I ſhall take notice of at preſent, are cer- 
tain (ſeemingly accidental) queries, modeſtly pretended for 
argument's ſake, te. clear up obſcurities, and accord con- 
traditions ; which (though a good work in itſelf, if orderly 
managed ;) they follow ſo far, and in ſuch manner, that 
they do in effect, bring principles into queſtion; and craze 

the very ground-work of religion. | | | 
Theſe things are mentioned, not to uncover the weaks 
neſs of perſons, but of principles, and that only as they de- 
rogate from the honour of free grace, and tend to ſubs 
verting the ſoul; and the end of it is, to prevent ſucli as 
may be hovering about, (as nat knowing where to ſettle) that 
they may not be caught by enticingneſs of words, which is 
ſo contrary to the ſimplicity of the goſpel, | 
What remains then? but that we bleſs Gon, adoring 
his glorious wiſdom and grace, that matters of preſent 
duty and greateſt importance to us, are ſa plainly revealed ; 
and LT falvatiog fo little concerned in the preſent con- 
ciliating of ſeeming diſcord, There is enough manifeſted 
to take up our time and ſtrength; and our living up to 
that we know, is the readieſt way to know more: * He that 
will 


* 


44, 2 3 2 v - = = 
Was , * * * 4 * N * N 4 1 - 8 4 5 ; 4 
-_ 7 % 7 2 a , 4 | 
LY , | 
o > * 


xiv An Account of the TxEATISsE, c. 
will do his will, ſhall know of his doctrine.x And in the 
fulneſs of time thoſe ſeeming diſcordances ſhall have an 
illuſtrious reconcilement ; and they that have moſt firmly 
believed now, againſt all their carnal reaſonings, and un- 
reaſonable contradictions, ſhall have not the weakeſt re- 
flections and rays of glory from the luſtre of that day: and 
this I ſuppoſe he had an eye to, (a perſon of no ordinary 
rank, for human Jes: fer” a Vf who treating of God's 
decrees, did freely confeſs, ** That he could not indeed com- 
prehend them, but would captivate reaſon to the obedience of 


it may yet prove (and hath ſo to many) a good preſervative 
from evils in practice, and errors in judgment, which others 
—.— had not that gracious privilege) have more naturally 

len into. Beſides, when Gop comes to work effectually, 
thoſe notions of ſin, of Chriſt, and of grace, (of which before 
they had but the form) have proved of ſingular uſe to faci- 
litate the work. That the Lord will vouchſafe his bleſſing 
with it, is the prayer of his ſervant, | 


ious education, cant that though it do/not confer grace, 
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faith.” With which I cloſe; ſubjoining only a word of reli- 
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ls high and tremendous attribute, being an 
| A. ocean that has neither bank nor bottom, may 
T not lightly be lanched into by any, though ever 
4 y ſo ſtrongly built and well-man'd, (much leſs by _ 
R ſo weak a veſlel) without a divine compaſs, and 
an anchor within the vail. That the AUTHOR of this Dis- 
COURSE came into it, was not of choice or deſignment, but 
of courſe and emergent neceſſity. Could he have found ano- 
ther baſis to repoſe that doctrine upon, which was, at firſt, 
his only intended ſubjet; he had not touched upon this: 
but, apparently to him, no ground would bear the weight of 
Election, but that of Sovereignty; and there it fixed as on 
a rock : all the lines of its whole circumference, running 
there, and reſting there, as in their center, where alſo the 
ſcripture hath laid it, Rom. ix. Ephes. i, Sc. And, however 
it be a foundation diſallowed of men, every obſerving chriſtian * 
ſhall find, that without acknowledging divine Sovereignty, 
for the original, ſupreme and unaccountable diſpoſer of perſons 
and things; he ſhall want a principal means of ſupporting his 
faith, and quieting his underſtanding in the courſe of common 
providences z much more of thoſe myſterious occurrences, 
— ſupernatural truths, which he is eternally concerned 
about. $f "3; 
In this preface I ſhall treat firſt of Gop's Sovereignty, and 
then of his Righteouſneſs, as its natural adjundt. The ſum 
of the firſt lies in this propoſition, namely, | 


That 
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That the great Go, bleſſed for ever, hath an abſolute power 
and right of dominion over his creatures, to diſpoſe and 
determine of them as ſeemeth him good, * _ „ 


That there is ſuch a power, and that this power belongs 
to Gon, no other reaſon needs be aſſigned, but that * He is 
Gop, and there is none beſides him :* there can be no more, 
becauſe, 1. There can be but one infinite; for ſuch a being 

fills heaven and earth; and ſo no place or room for ano- ! 
ther. 2. There can be but one omnipotent ; for he that is 
ſuch, hath all others under his feet: beſides, where one can 
do all, more would be impertinent. 3. There can be 
but one ſupreme; ſupreme power may reſide in many; (as 
in mixed monarchies and commonwealths ;) but as law- 
2 and ſupreme, they are but one. 4 There can be 

t one firſt cauſe, from which all beings elſe derive their 
Original ; and that is this bleſſed One we are ſpeaking of; 
* Of whom, and for whom are all things,” 1 Cor. vin. 6. 
And if he be the author of all, he needs muſt have a ſovereign 
right and power to determine all; both as to their being, 
order, efficacy, and end. . 

That ſovereign power belongs to Gop,” is a truth ſo na- 
tural, and obvious to reaſon, that other proof ſeems as need- 
leſs, as that the ſun is the fountain of light: nor ſhall I 
ſuppoſe that any who will read this diſcourſe, can ſo far for- 
get themſelves to be creatures, as to ſeek a proof of their 
creator's Sovereignty ; © the things that are ſeen, ſo loudly 

- proclaiming his eternal power and godhead,” But fince, 
with our eaſy admitting the notion, it is none of the ſmalleſt I 
difficulties to own it in our practice, and bear ourſelves an- 

- fwerably towards him: ſince alſo ſo huge a weight is born 
on the ſhoulders of this divine attribute, and our ſouls are 
ſo highly concerned in the intereſt and influence of it; it needs 
muſt be our duty, and well worthy. our time, to look over the 
inſtances of it, and to mark and conſider them well, as things 
greatly importing our inſtruction ; whereby we may know 
ſomething of the greatneſs of that Got in whoſe hands our 
fouls are; as alſo of our infinite diſtance from him, and no- 
thingneſs to him; and ſo, with the more humblenels of 
mind, and ſelf-abaſement ; as alſo, with the more faith, 
and creature-like affiance, ſubmit unto hing and bear our- 


ſelves upon him, To this end the ſcriptures have inrolled 
ſeveral 
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ſeveral enſigns of Sovereignty; by which, as by ſo many foot-' 


ſteps, we are led to the abſolute will and power-of Gop, as the 
ſupreme cauſe and diſpoſer of all. oe 

The great act of Sovereignty was Gop's deeree for making 
the world; and of doing, or permitting to be done, whatever 
ſhould be in it; to the folding of it up. The heaveris and the 
earthy and all the hoſts of them, as yet had no being: it was 
at his pleaſure, whether he would make them or not: and if 
he would, what being he would give them; to what end, and 
how that end ſhould be accompliſhed. © And that theſe were 
all aſcertained by the decree, is evident; for, known unto 
5 Gob were all his works (which he would do in time) from 
u the beginning of the world; As xv. 18. The ſcheme and 
ſubſtance whereof, (and I hope without intruſion) may be drawn 
to this effect: that the great GoD, moſt high and holy, being 
infinitely good, happy and bleſſed in himſelf, was alſo infinitely 
prompt and well-pleaſed to communicate thereof to others; to 
which end, he deſigned to raĩſe up creatutes, angels, and men: 
that for the manifeſtation of his Sovereignty, he would confirm 
a certain number of thoſe angels in their primitive ſtate; leav- 
ing the reſt to themſelves, who falling from that ſtate ſhould 


ment of the great day :u that, in this lower world, he would 
ſet up the firſt man to be the head and repreſentative of all 


that ſhould come of him: that this ſingle perſon ſhould be 


created in the image of Gop, fit to enjoy communion with 
him, and endued with power to abide therein: that to mani- 
feſt the weakneſs of creatures, and their perpetual dependence 
upon Gob, he would thus leave him to his firſt ſtock, with a 
perfect freedom of will, to retain, or loſe at his own choice; 


ould certainly follow his well or ill uſing that freedom: and, 


nd alſo prevailing, both himſelf and all his poſterity ſhould by 
his revolt fall under the curſe: that for the declaration of his 
dovereign grace, he would (and accordingly did) chooſe a cer- 
ain number of Adam's poſterity, (in themſelves all alike de- 
raved and loft) and ordain them to eternal liſe; and to make 
nown the power of his wrath, and his juft diſpleaſure againſt 
in, he would leave the reſt-in that ſtate of perdition they would 
ring themſelves into: that of theſe veſſels of wrath, Satan 
imſelf (whom they chooſe to 8 ſhould be the head and 


ruler: 


be caſt down, and ® reſerved in chains of darkneſs unto the Judg- 


dut not without ſetting before him the happineſs or ruin tbat 


deing ſo left, the fallen angel tempting him to diſobedience; | 


that immediate ſuddenneſs, as if the things themſelves had pro- 
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ruler : as alſo, over them that were clefted, ſor a time, wa: 


until the Meſſiah, their true and proper head, and into whom 
he had choſen them, ſhould neſcue them ont of his power: 
that to this end, (and that he might be known to be juſt, as 
well as merciful, in juſtifying of them} the Son of Gop ſhould 
take on bim the place of a ſecond Adam, and e into the 
world with a human body; in which he ſhould fulfil all righ- 
teouſaeſs, and by the infinite virtue and merit of his death 
mould ſatisfy the law in all its demands, deſtrey the devil, 
diſſolve his works, and reconcile the elect unts Gop : that be 
ſhould be raiſed again from the dead, and iuveſted with all 
power befitting the captain of their * that ſo he might 0 
effectually minifter to them whatever ſhould be. requiſite for " 


bringing his ſons to glory. This I take to be the ſum of Gos d 


decree ; the great enſign, or ſtandard reyal of Sovereigaty, WM a; 
2 all the other are effects or conſeguents, and ſubordinate e. 
ret@, _ | «#4 - 18 ww 21 « . 
Ihe rſt viſible enſign of Sovereignty was creation, or Gop's f 
giving che world an actual exiſtence in time, according to hie d 
decree from everlaſting ; bringing that huge, yet void and th 
ſormleis maſs, at firſt out of nothing; and then, this glorious WM ſo 
fabrick owt of that confuſion ; his banging the earth upon ne- w 
thing; his affigning to every fort of creatures ſuch form and WM th 
ſtation, onder, uſe and efficacy, and imprefiingion them fuek fu 
laws asd inſtincts of nature, as feemed him gegds (but all in 
2 regular ſubſerviency to the good of the whole) which ale 
was effected by his word. What he would, was done with 


ceedes with his breath (a). The. inſtant production of light (6): 
the waters ſeparating from the other elements, and gathering 
into a body, and their going up and down to the place he had 
founded for them (e), with many others, of Which ye have an 
index in the firſt of Genelis) are witneſſes of it: as allo, his fo 
fixing ehis eſtabliſnment, that they continue this day according 
wo _ — 2 * 7 2 | 
onſequent to this, as a ferend en f Sovereignty, 18 
that univerſal providence, by which the creation is ſuſtai ned, 
and all inſerior cauſes guided to their deſigned end; and this 
notwithſtanding all ſuppoſable accidents, which might poſbly 
happen to obſtruct or divert them. And that the cregtuges 
have 


() Pſalm xxzfi. g. (b) Gen. i. 3, and g. 
(e) Pſalm civ. 8 _ (4) Pſalm exix. 91. 
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have at times deviated from their firſt rules and ſettlement, is 
no derogation to the doctrine of Gon's Sovereignty, but rather 
an illuſtration of it; as ſhewing, that the creatures are ſtill in 
his hand, as clay in the potter's. Hence we find their innate 
propenſions to be ſometimes ſuſpended ; otherwhiles acted be- 
yond ; and at times again, quite contrary to the law of nature: 
and this, not cafually, nor by the force of created powers, nor 
yet for any private or ſelf. concern, but to ſerve ſome ſpecial and 


ſuperior end, which their Lord had to be done: to inſtance a 


few, and, * | 

1. Of creatures without life; as the windows of heaven 
opening, and the fountains of the great deep breaking up, (not- 
withſtanding the firmament aboye, and the bounds beneath) to 
drown the world of ungodly men (e). The red ſea's dividing 
and ſtanding up as a wall, to make way for his people's 
eſcape (7). The ſun and moon's ſtanding Rill till they were 
avenged on their enemies (g). The ſtars to the ſame end 
fighting againſt Siſera (bh). The ſun's going back in Ahaz's 
dial to help Hezekiah's faith (i). The hery furnace devouring 
thoſe at a diſtance who caft in thoſe holy confeſſors, and not 
ſo much as touching them that were eaſt into it ((). The 


winds and the ſeas, which are fuch impetuous (and one would 


think even lawleſs) creatures, they ſtir not, nor breathe, but to 
fulfil his word (I). | as $f 

2. Of living creatures that have not the uſe of reaſon : how 
readily went they by pairs into Noah's ark at God's appoint- 
ment (n)] the frogs, lice, locuſts, Ic. with what ſuperna- 
tural boldneſs did they aſſault and perplex the Egyptians ! 
that the magicians themſelves confeſſed, the finger of Gon 
was in it (1); and as ſtrangely withdrew when their work 
was done (o). Witneſſed alſo by the dumb aſs's reproving the 
prophet's madneſs (p). The lion's killing the ſeduced pro- 
phet for breaking Gop's command, yet not eating the carcaſs, 
nor tearing his aſs (q). A ravenous bird bringing Elijah food 
in his ſolitary condition (r). The whale's receiving Jonah, 
and at Gop's command caſting him on dry land without 

NS; B 2 | harm 


(e) Gen. vii. 11. (f) Exod. xiv. 22. ( Joſh. x. 13 
(5) Judges v. 20, (i) 2 Kings xx. 11. (4) Dan iii. 22, and 27. 
(/) Pſalm exlviii, 8. Mark iv. 30, and 42. (u) Gen. vil. 8, 
andg, (=) Exod. viii, 19. (o) ver. 13. (p) 2 Pet. ii. 16. 


9) 1 Kings xiii. 26, and 28. (7) 1 Kings xvii, 6; 


of nature at his will. 


| eſpecially the moſt knowing, and ſuch as beſt underſtand him. 


u Jet him do to me as ſeemeth good to him (c).“ The men of 


u ſackeloth, and turned from their evil way ().“ 2. They 
redek and Abraham do both ſtile him, u The moſt high Gon, 


u poſſeſſor of heaven and earth (e). Job profeſſeth, that though 
he were righteous, yet if Gon will contend with him, ® he 


In his hand is the ſoul of every living thing (n). He is the 


| 
” 4 k 
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harm (). The lions alfo not hurting Daniel in their den, yet 


greedily devouring his accuſers (t). It muſt needs be a ſove- 
reign power, which thus intends, reſtrains, inverts the courſe 


/ 


Thirdly, Another enſign aſſerting GoDp's Supremacy, and 
rightful dominion, is the general vote and ſubſcription of men, 


=S ut 2 


7. They own it in their practice or actions: Abel offers the 
firſtlings of his flock to Gop (u). Abraham leaves his native 
country at Gop's command, to go © he knew not whither (x).# 1 
He alſo offers his only and innocent ſon Iſaac, in whoſe life | 
and * poſterity all nations were to be bleſſed ( y).* Job, when 
ftript of all, falls down and worſhips (z). When Aaron's two 
ſons were deſtroyed by fire from heaven, he held his peace (a). 
Eli, when that tingling ſentence was denounced againſt his 
houſe, ſaid, It is the Lord, let him do what ſeemeth him 
5 good (50. David, when driven from Gop's. ſanctuary, and 
his throne uſurped by Abſalom, ſaid, * Behold, here I am, 


8 Q 


Nineveh, their deſtruction was. pronounced peremptorily, of 
which they had no promiſe of remiſſion, and conſequently no 
viſible ground of hope; yet © they believed Go, faſted, lay in 


likewiſe own it in their confeſſions and atteſtations :—Melchy- 


will not anſwer, but make ſupplication to his Judge (7). The 
Lord hath made all things for himſelf (g). For his pleaſure 
they are, and were created (5). We are the clay, and thou 
our potter (i). He worketh all things after the counſel of his 
5 own will (+). He giveth not account of any of his matters (/). 


God of the ſpirits of all fleſh (v). All nations before him are 
5 leſs than nothing and vanity (o). He ſtills the tumult of the 
ö . | . 4 4 = if e * F [ ' 


(s) Jonah i. 17. with Chapter ii 10. (e) Dan. vi. 22, and 24. 
(a) Sen. iv. 4. (x] Gen. xii. 4. (y) Gem xxii. 2, and 19. 


* a 
* 


(z) Job i. 21. (a) Levit. x. 2, and 3. (5b) 1 Sam. ili. 18, _ 
(c) 2 Sam. xv. 26. (a4) Jonah iii. 5, 8. (e) Gen. xiv. 19, and 22 
22. (/) Job ix. 15. (g) Prov. xvi. 4. (%) Rev. iv. 11. 10 
(1) Iſa. Ixiv. 8. (4) Ephes. 1. 11. (/) Job xxxiii. 3. (n) Job 15 


xi. 10. (] Numb, xvi. 22. (0, Iſa. Xl. 17. {a 


* 
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= people (p). If it be of Gop ye cannot overthrow it (q). The 
„ counfel of the Lord, that ſhall ſtand (7). The lot is caſt 
into the lap, but the whole diſpoſing thereof is of the Lord (). 
The kingdom is the Lord's, and he is governor among the 
„ nations (f). Nebuchadnezzar, that proud and potent mo- 
narch, whoſe * greatneſs reached unto heaven, and his domi- 
u nion to the end of the earth: all nations trembled before 
„ him; whom he would, he flew; and whom he would, he 
* kept alive; who ſaid in his heart, I will aſcend into heaven, 
* ] will exalt my throne above the ſtars of Gop, I will be like 
the moſt High: and who is that Gop' that ſhall deliver out of 
© my hand ? Yet even he, this child of pride, is made to con- 
feſs One higher than himſelf, and to bow before Him; pro- 
claiming to the world, that “ the moſt High doth according 
to his will in the army of heaven, and among the 'inhabi- 
u tants of the earth, and none can ſtay his hand, or fay unto 
him, What doft thou? and thoſe that walk in pride he is able 
to abaſe (u). u It might fnrther be inſtanced in Cain, Pharaoh, 
Balaam, and other wicked men, how they were even conſtrained 
to acknowledge the Sovereignty of Gop ; as appears by com- 
paring Exodus v. 2. with Chapter ix. 27, 28. and Numbers xxii. 
18. Darius alſo in Daniel vi. 26—28. | 
' \Fourthly, Another evidence, or witneſs, we have from the 
angels, who are * great in power: notwithſtanding which, 
they do perfectly own and ſubmit to the Sovereignty of God. 
Where ſubjects are numerous, wife and magnanimons, and 
withal perfectly ſubmiſs to the will of their Lord, it argues 
their Lord is an abſolute ſovereign: and ſuch ſubjects are the 
angels. [1] The elect or good angels: theſe ſhew it by their 
ready ſubmiſſion to any ſervice their Lord is pleaſed to appoint 
them. They are bis intelligencers in this Jower world (x) : 
not that he needs their advices, but to ſhew a little of the ma- 
jeſty of his kingdom. They are alſo his meſſengers : he ſends 
them on his errands, to negotiate his affairs among men, and 
to reveal his purpoſes both concerning his church and the 
world (y). They are his chariots (z). His reapers (a). The 

| 3 3 2 executioners 


(p) Pſalm xv. 7. (4g) Acts v. 30. (i] Prov. xix. 21. Pſalm 
xxxiii 11, (s) Prov. xvi. 33. (% Pſalm xxii 28. (s) Dan iv. 
22. Chap. v. 19. Chap. iii. 15. Chap. iv. 34—37. Ia xiv. 13, 
1.4. (x) Zach. vi. 5, 6. 7. Job ii. 1. (% Dan. ii. 19, and vin. 
13,16. Chap. i. 21. Chap. xi, Ezek. i. 4 (x) Plalm lxvil. 17. 
%) Matt. xiii. 39, and 49. TE | 


Fifthly, We have the Lord himſelf aſſerting his Sovereign 


( 
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executioners of his judgments (5). And CHIAIS T's attendants 
at his coming (c). 1 ly 

2. The apoſtate angels or wicked ſpirits : though the teſti- 
mony we have from theſe is not from love or good will, yet 


it is as great an evidence of Gop's Sovereignty as any other; 


in that, being enemies to God, proud and imperious, they are 
yet over-awed and compelled to ſubmit. And hence it was 
that the devil dared not to anſwer again, when that fatal fen- 


tence was pronounced upon him for /ſeducing our firſt pa- 


rents (d). We have him alſo preſenting himſelf before the 
Lord, to give account of his actions; and touch Job, or any 
thing he had, be durſt not without leave from Gop, nor vary 
2 jot from the rule preſcribed him (e). In the evangeliſts are 
many inſtances of CHR1s'r's commanding them forth with au- 
thority ; yea, a whole legion at once (7). Nor could they ſo 
much as enter into the ſwine without his leave (g). And, 
which is more, they were ſubject to the apoſtles, who had but 
a delegated or ſecond-hand power committed to them (h), 


prerogative. In how lofty a ſtile, and with what imperial au- 
thority, doth he utter himſelf to Pharaoh ! * And in very deed 
5 for this cauſe have I raiſed thee up, for to ſhew my power on 
5: thee (i). The apoſtle quotes the place to prove, that Gon 
may raiſe up men, and appoint them to what uſe. and ſervice 
he will (4). Who hath made the ſeeing, or the blind? have 
not I the Lord (1). I kill, and I make alive (n). I will 
5 ſhew mercy on whom I will ſhew mercy (a). I am the firſt, 
55 and I am the laſt, and beſides me there is no Gop : and who, 
as I, ſhall call, and ſhall declare it, and ſet it in order before 
% me? ſince I appointed the ancient people, and the things that 
are coming and ſhall come (0). My counſel ſhall ſtand, I 
„will do all my pleaſure (p). My word ſhall accompliſh that 
„Which J pleaſe; it ſhall proſper in the thing whereto I ſend 
55 1t (2): and if the prophet be deceived, I the Lord have 
5 deceived that prophet, and I'will deſtroy him (r).“ A re- 
markable {t6ry is that of the lying ſpirit, and the effectual com- 

| miſſion 


(5) 2 Sam. xxiv. 16. 2 Kings xix. 35. (c) Matt. Xxv. 31. 
(4 ) Gen, iii. 15. le) Job ii. 1, and 6. (/) Luke viii. 30, 33. 
C) Mark v. 12. () Luke x. 17. (i) Exod. ix. 16, (4) Rom. 
Ix. 17, () wy * * * (m) Deut. xxxii. 39, (#) Exod. 
xxxili. 19. (o) Iſa. xliv. 6, 7, Chap. alvi. 19, I 

ly. 11. () Ezek, xiv. g. n i bras 
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miſſion be had from God, to perſuade, and alſo to prevail 65 
How ſhould we ttemble before God at the bearing of fuch a 
word | but yet, I do not reckon the laſt two ag acts of pure 
Sovereignty, but rather of his juſtice; as puniſhing one fun. by 
leaving to another; according te that in Rem. i414 28. 4 Bee 
cauſe that when they knew not God, they glorified bim got 
„as God; nor liked to retain bim id their knowledge, God 
gave them over to a feprobate mind.“ And yet there is here 
an impreſſion of Sovereignty, in that he deals net ſo with all, 
who are alike obnoxious to jt. Ene 3 t/a; 
Sixthly, Anather enſign of Sovereignty is formed of thoſe 
ſeveral acts and inſtitutes, which cannot be derived (at leaſt 
nat ſo immediately) from any other attribute as that of Yo- 
vereignty. I ſhall inſtance a few, namely, The putting of 


man's everlaſting condition upon his eating or nod-eating-the 


fruit of ſuch a ttee (1). In not deſtroving Adam preſently upon 
his diſobedience z and ia the free promiſe off à Saviour, un- 
ſought unto for it (a). In protecting Cain, when; he had for- 
feited his life to juſtice (+), In preſerving Ham from the de- 
luge, though as wicked as thoſe that periſhed (+). In arder- 
ing the bleſſing to Jacob, who ſaught it unduly j and deny» 
ang it to Eſau, who ſought it diligently, and td whom it be- 
Jonged of natural right (z). In the ſudden turning of Eſau's 
heart to love Jacob, whom he had inveterately hated, and came 
with full purpoſe to deſtroy. him; yet in a moment his heart is 
melted, he weeps on bis neck, and offers himfel arid foldiers 
to be his convoy (a), In cauling a fear to fall on the Ama- 
rites, that they did not purſue Jacob, when highly provoked 
by his ſons cruelty. on the men of Sechem (3). In ſending a 
meſſage of peace to Sibon, whom he had determined to deſtroy; 
and to that end had hardened his ſpirit, and made him obfti 
nate (c). In cauſing thoſe nations to deftroy one anether, who 
came leagued to deſtroy his people (4). In deſtroying Eſau's 
mount irrepatrably, and for ever; when as Iſrael, whoſe land 
allo was full of ſin, fhall not be forſaken (e): eſpecially can- 
ſidering, that thefe were the ſeveral effects of his loving the one, 
and hating the other, and that * before they had done either 
B 4 33 good 

{-) 1 Kings xzüi. (7) Gen. ii. 17. % Gen, iii. 15. (x) Gen. 

iv. 15. () Gen. vii. 13. (s) Gen. xzxvii 19. 34, 38. (az Gen. 

uxvii. 41. with Chap. xxxii. G. and Chap. xxx. 4, 12. (5 Gen. 


Bxxy. 5, (c) Deut. ii. 26. (4) 2 Chron. XX. 1, 22, 23. (e) Obad. 
ver. 9, 46, 18, 21. Mal. i. 4. 22 | 
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u good or evil (F). In ſending Ezekiel to a rebellious houſe 
that * would not hear ;* and not ſending him to them that 
would (g). In hiding the myſteries of his kingdom * from the 
55 wiſe and prudent, and revealing them unto babes (Y) zu and 


| ſpeaking in parables to the multitude, “ 25 op ſhould be 


converted (i). 

It is further manifeſt, by the Lord's puniſhing ſometimes 
leſſer treſpaſſes, and that ſeverely, and in his own ; while wink- 
ing at thoſe of a greater magnitude in, other men. Moſes is 
excluded Canaan for a haſty word, though ſmartly pro- 
voked (4); when Jonah i is but mildly reproved for paſfionatel 
expoſtulating (/). * Uzziah dies for but touching the ark (n); 
when the Philiſtines bore it away in triumph (=). Hezekiah 


but ſhews the ambaſſadors from Babylon his houſe and trea- 


ſures, and for this his ſons and all muſt go into captivity (o). 
Not that any fin is little in itſelf, or puniſhed beyond its de- 
merit; but the Lord i pleaſed thus to do, partly to ſnew his 
diſpleaſure againſt ſin, and that he will not bear with it even 


in thoſe that are deareſt to him: but partly alſo (if not chiefly, 


in ſuch like caſes) to ſet forth his Sovereign greatneſs, and the 
uncontrolableneſs of his matters (p). The ſeventy-third Pſalm 
is full to the ſame purpoſe. That alſo of Job, and the manner 


of Gop's dealings with him, is much to be remarked'; He had 


lived a very ſtrict and holy life; * (Not a man like Job in all 


the earth; the Lord himſelf ſeems to glory in him :) unto 


which all outward bleſſings were promiſed, and freedom from 
ſuch e. ; and when bereft of all, * held faſt his inte- 


® grity (9) 3 yet the Lord goes on to afMit him, and leaves 


him wholly (ſaving his life) in Satan's power. Had he been a 


wicked man, as his friends objected, thoſe ſufferings had evi- 


denced the Juſtice of God; but now his Sovereignty ; which 
alſo ſeems to be intended by that ſpeech of Gon to Satan, 

Thou moveſt me againſt him, to deſtroy him without a cauſe.® 
Seventhly, "There are yet other footſteps of Sovereignty, by 
which that high and holy attribute is farther illuſtrated to us; 
as, namely, * the Lord's over-ruling the deſigns and actions of 
men to bring his own counſels to paſs ;* albeit i improper m 
their 


J) Mal. i. 2, 3. Rom. ix. 12. 13, (2) Ezek. ili. 6, 7, and 
Matt. xi. 21. (5) Matt. xj. 25. (i] Mark iv. 11, 12. Adds xvi. 
6, 7. (% Deut. xxxii. 51, 52. (%) Jonah iv. () 1 Chron. xiii. 
9, 10. (n) 1 Sam v. 1. (o) 2 Kings xx. 13,17. Job xxxiii. 
13. 2 Job i. 8, and Chap. Th % l 12 * 1 
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their own nature, yea diſſervient thereto, and ſometimes by 
men contrived on purpoſe to prevent them. Thę project o 


building Babel's tower to keep that rebellious rout together, 
it turned to their utter diſperſion (r). Jacob's diſſimulation, 


and palpable abuſe of his father's infirmity, it proved a means 


to obtain his blefling, and that contrary'to his ſettled intend- 
ment (). Laban dealt hardly with Jacob to keep him low, 
and to ferve himſelf of him; but Gop takes occaſion thence 


to give him Laban's ſubſtance, and that by Laban's conſent. 


and agreement (t). To obviate Joſeph's dreams, his brethren 
ſell him into Egypt: and by this means the Lord keeps them 
all alive, and accompliſheth that honour to Joſeph, which they 
ſetly intended to prevent (uν. Pharaoh lays inſuperable burdens 
on the people to diminiſh them, and the Lord multiplies them 


\ 


under it: The more they were oppreſſed, the faſter they 


s grew (x). Moſes, a keeper of ſheep, a man ſlow of ſpeech, 
and one that had no mind to the work (5), yet he ſhall be 
God's ambaſſador to Pharaoh, (the proudeſt and moſt inflexible 
monarch upon earth) and bring Iſrael out of bondage. And 
who ſhall be his commander in chief, to deliver his people from 
their potent oppreſſors, but Deborah, a woman (z) ? at ano- 
ther time, Gideon, * whoſe family was poor in Manaſſeh, and 


u he the leaſt in his father's houſe (a).* And though he had 


a numerous and powerful enemy to deal with, and (one would 
think) had need of all the hands he could make to fight them, 
yet his army of two and thirty thouſand muſt be reduced to 
three hundred men, and they to have no other arms but trum- 
pers and lamps in their pitchers ; and by theſe he delivers them 


+ 


from that huge hoſt (5). And much like unto this was Sham- 


gar's killing fix hundred men with an ox-goad (c), and Samp- 
ſon a thouſand with the jaw- bone of an aſs (d. It may far- 


ther be traced, in his producing contrary effects by the ſame 


cauſe ; and then again, the ſame effects by cauſes contrary (e). 
So. Daniel and his fellows, they had a fairer countenance with 
pulſe and water, than thoſe who eat of the king's own provi- 
ſion (7). It is further evidenced by his cauſing the wrath of 
(r) Gen. xi. 4, and 8. ( Gen. xxvii. 18, to 29. (t) Gen. 
XXix, (u) Gen. xxxvii. 9, 20, 28. Chap. xli. 40 Chap. xlii. 6. 
Chap. I. 18, 20. (x) Exod. i. 12. () Exod. iv, 10, 13. 
(xz) Judges iv. 9. (a) Judges vi, 15, (6) Judges vii. 3, 6, 7. 
(<) Judges iii. 31, (4) Chap. xv. 15, (e) Exod. iv. 6, 7. 
Nan. i. 15. 9 | 
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man to turn to his praiſe; which in the nature and tendency 
of it, is to deſtroy. them that praiſe him (g). By his! catch» 
ing the Piſe in their own craftineſs, and cauſing them to fall 
by their own devices (/); * witneſs Ahab (i) and Haman (+). 
ee. of the ſaints at Jeruſalem, was deſigned te 
ſuppreſs the doctrine of Chriſt; which yet was thereby diſ- 
perſed into many countries, and cauſed * to grow mightily (). 
So the preacher's impriſonment proved te the furtherance of 
the goſpel (m). And ſince the ſcriptures were finiſhed, human 
ſtories, and our own obſervation, do abundanily prove the mat- 
ter in hand. Do but conſider how it prevailed. to the dethragy 
ing of Satan, and turning the world upſide down, and this by 
meaas the weakeſt and moſt unlikely (to reaſan) that could be 
pitched upon: not the {word and ſpear, the bow and bat de- 
axe, the barbed horſe, and the martial heroes of the eartb, but 
by the bare word of Gop : and this, not by the hand of the 
learned ſcribes and phariſeẽ̃s, lawyers, doctors, poets, philoſo- 
phers ; but by poor illiterate fiſhermen, carpenters, publicans, 
tent-makers. And who ſhall be the ſubjects and party mili- 
tant of this never-to-be-conquered kingdom? not ® the wiſe 
5 and prudent, mighty ae noble ; but babes, the poor, weak, 
u baſe, deſpiſed, and things that are not; and by theſe he con- 
* founds the things that are (u).“ And by what arms f A pa- 
u tience, and faith in the blood of the Lamb (). 
Conſider alſo the conſtant perſecution of the Church, and 
that by men of all ſorts, eſpecially thoſe of greateſt power and 
policy; the barbarous devaſtations that have been made upon 
at; and with what implacable enmity the world is edged againſt 
it; and that yet it ſtands invincible, and is Rill getting ground: 
ye cannot but acknowledge the evident footſteps of Sovereign 
power; that the moſt High beareth rule over all (y); and #8 
* for the counſels of the wiſe, he turneth them backward (g). 
_  Eighthly, An eſpecial ray of this glorious power ſhines forth 
in Gop's actual predominating and ſubduing the ſpirits of mea, 
in calling and converting whom he will. One would think 
that a rational being ſhould better diſcern his own intereſt ; 
and out of choice comply with the will of his maker, as who 
mult needs beſt know what is beſt for his creature, and who in 
OY . | TOY reaſon 
g Pſalm, Ixxvi. 10. ) Joby. 12,13. PfAalmv1o. 
(i) 1 Kings xxii. 20, 22. (4) Eſth vii. 10. //) Acts vin. 1. 
4. (n) Phil. i. 12,14. (=) 1 Cor. i. 27. (e Rev. xii. 11 
Chap. xiv. 12. (p) Dan. iv. 25, 26. (2) Iſa. xliv. 28. 
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reaſon can have no other deſign upon him but his own goed: 
but we find it otherwiſe; the beſt things degenerated turn the 
worſt ; and are hardlieſt reduced. Of all creatures, man fallen, 
doth moſt avert, impugn and reſiſt, when Gop would turn 
him out of his natural courſe; notwithſtanding the foreſt of ; 
evils do attend his preſent ſtate, and all defirable happineſs would 
apparently follow his change; yet, ſo wedded he is to his luſts, 
and head-ſtrong in his own will, that none of theſe things 
move him : but on he goes, and on he will, ra though an in- 
cenſed angel with a drawn ſword ſhould withſtand him. To 
cruſh them to nothing, or break them in pieces, were eaſily 
effected; a little of divine power would do that: but to hum- 
ble a proud and lofty ſpirit ; to ſoften and melt an obdurate - 
heart; to tame, meeken, and reconcile a ſanguinary rebel; to 
change the very inwards of one habituated in fin and enmity 
againſt Gop, and make him pliable to divine impreſſions: this 
highly proclaims the exceeding greatneſs of his power, it is 4 
glotious trophy of divine Sovereignty. Which is alſo farther 
conſpicuous, and greatly illuſtrated, in. maintaining the work 
begun, and bearing it on through all oppoſitions: for there 
needs the ſame almightineſs of power to preſerve the ne crea» 
tion, as at firſt ro raiſe it ; the way of Gop being altogether 
upwards and ſupernatural, there is a great proneneſs in crea» 
tures to revolt from it, (like a rolling ſtone on the ſteep of a 
hill.) The remains of old nature, would, torrent-like, bear 
down all, if ſovereign power did not bar up the one, and ſuſ- 
tain the other. For a ſpark of divine nature to live in the 
breaſt of a lapſed creature, is as great a miracle, and as high 
an effect of ſovereign power, as all the inſtances before enu- 
merated, and more. | | . | 
Ninthly, The Sovereignty of Gop proclaims itſelf with a 
yet more aſtoniſhing glory, in his eternal diſpoſure of mens 
everlaſting condition: To ſhew, or not to ſhew mercy to 
ſons equally dignified (or rather indignified) in themſelves : 
to make of the fame lump one veſſel to honour, and another 
to diſhonour, is the ſublimeſt act, and moſt apparent demonſtra- 
tion of ſovereign power concerning men. The reaſon of which 
(and that to ſatisfaction) might have been given, and would, 
had it befitted the greatneſs of Gop, or the truſt and reverence 
we owe to him : but for the preſent he is pleaſed to give none 
other but that of his right; he may do what he will with his 
pwn, Rom, ix, 18, SEE; | 
Laſtly, 
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| Laſtly, Moſt tranſcendently glorious, and for ever adorable, 
0 js the Sovereignty of Gop, in his ordaining the man Jesvs, 
| who was holy, harmleſs, undefiled, and ſeparate from ſinners," 
and was alſo: united to the ſecond perſon, to make his foul 
an offering for fin.* That the Lord of glory ſhould be made 
fin, and a curſe; that was ſuch a tremendous act of divine So- 
vereignty, as never ſhall be parallel'd, and ſhould therefore for 
ever ſea] up our lips from replying againſt Gop, about his dif- 
poſing of ſinful worms; which thing, whenever we hear or 
think upon, we ſhould put our mouths in the duſt. . 
Before I come to the Inferences, I would add a Caution or 
two, to ee thoſe ſiniſter deductions which our deceitful 
hearts may be ready to draw ſrom this ſovereign truth. 
Caution I. See that you make not Gop the author of ſin, 
by charging his facred decree with mens miſcarriages, as if 
that were the cauſe or occaſion of them; which we are ſure it 
is not, nor can be, any more than the ſun can be the cauſe of 
darkneſs. Be it always remembered, that the Lord's rejecting 
of men puts nothing of evil into them, nor neceſſitates the will; 
it only leaves them to their own ways, which they freely 
chooſe : yet banking them in, and ftopping them up, as he did 
— fountains of the great deep, 1 they deluge the world with 
INE | | | | 
Caution II. Go not about to palliate, nor think to extenuate 
your fin, by arguments fetched from Gop's decree. That fin 
of the Jews in © crucifying the Lord of glory,” was in no wiſe 
feſſened, becauſe the counſel of Gop had determined the thing 
to be done. For they perpetrated it with wicked hands. 
Nor is mens unbelief ever the lefs culpable, from Gop's eter- 
nal diſpoſement of their conditions; for it is not upon that 
conſideration that they ſtumble at the word, or turn the deaf 
ear to it; or reſiſt it; but from their own natural blindneſs 
and enmity againſt it. 1 
And fo I come to the Inferences of this greatly important 
doctrine: and, 1 . 
Firſt, From the ſcriptures fo copioufly holding it forth, 1 
infer, that the doctrine of Gop's Sovercignty is a very teach- 
ing dogrine, and full of inſtruction ; and conſequently that it 
is both u duty, and much for our profit, to be well acquainted 
with it: And great, confidence I have, that the farther ye go 
in an humble fidueial diſquiſition and contemplation of it, the 


clearer will be the reaſon thereof, and the more uſefulneſs will 
1 * Kill 
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ſtill appear to be in it. Let reaſon but keep its own place, 
(that is, let it go by the rules of right reaſon) and nothing will 
be more conſonant thereto, than that ©, the moſt High ſhould 
s bear rule over all, and do according to his will;“ and that 
men, who are atoms of clay animated by his breath, ſhould own 
him for their ſovereign Lord, and accordingly ſubmit to him; 
yea, though ſo it were that our own perſonal welfare were not 
concerned in it, it will be of ſingular uſe and moment to us in 
the whole of our lives, Nothing like this will allay thoſe car- 
nal reaſonings, which are ſo unreaſonably prone to put in their 
verdict of ſpiritual things; (which yet carnal reaſon hath no 
cogniſance of) and will indeed be ſilenced by nothing elſe; 
the apoſtle, therefore, thinks them not worthy a further reply, 
whole captious enquiries the Sovereignty of God will not ſa- 
tisfy (r). O, that the glory of this high attribute might hide 
pride from men |! | | 2 
A ſecond Inference, which naturally flows from this doctrine, 
is that of the pſalmiſt; O come let us worſhip, and bow 
s down, and kneel before the Lord our maker (s): Let us 
give him the glory of this — attribute, by a real and 
practical owning that indiſpenhible bond of obedience, which 
it lays upon every creature: we are highly obliged by it, both 
in point of ſubjection and in point of faith. * 
1. In point of ſubjection; to his laws, ordinances, provt- 
dences. tt 
I. For the laws of God, and his appointments. Theſe we 
are to attend, obſerve, obey ; I cannot ſay © for the Lord hath 
need of them zu for neither can our righteouineſs profit him, 
nor our wickedneſs impair him (t): * He is the Lord thy Gop, 
and worſhip thou him (2). This is that ſtrong reaſon by 
which he hath backed both commands and prohibitions: *I 
* am the Lord thy Gop (x).“ Thou ſhalt do thus: and thus 
thou ſhalt not do, © | am the Lord: this he ſets in the front 
of all; and with this he eloſeth the rear, and guards them on 
every ſide. Moſes brings it in as a convincing reaſon why we 
ſhould love Gop with our whole heart, and keep his com- 
mandments, namely, becauſe he is the LorD, and he only, 
Deut. vi. 4. No one, therefore, may pretend to a right of 
giving laws to men, or to an intereſt in their love and @bedi- 
ence; fave with reſpect to Gop, and the authority they have 
. from 
(r) Rom. ix. 15-21 (5) Pfalm xxv. 5. (7) Job xxii. 2, 3. 
Chap. xxxiv. 7, ( Pfalaxlv. 12. (x) Exod. xx. 2. | 
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from him. And though he ſometimes is pleaſed, (and it is a 
great condeſcenſion in the great Gop) by arguments taken 


from our own good, to draw us to obedience; * Do it, for it 
3 1s your life (y) zu yet in our ſpirits, that of his Sovereign 


glory ſhould have the preference. To caſt out Tſhmael, was 


a thing grievous to Abraham; but being commanded of Gon, 


he “ debates it nots nor delays to do it.“ Therefore hold on 
your way, though never ſo great obſcurity be upon it at pre- 
ſent: mind your duty in the midſt of diſcouragements; go 


as Peter, who, though he had laboured all night and caught 


nothing, yet ſays, ® Maſter, at thy command I will let down 
u the net again (z). 


2. Be ſubject to his ordinances, If he pleaſe to command 


the ufing ſuch means as have no natural virtue towards ſuch an 
effect, as in Moſes ſtretching his hand over the ſea, and ſmit- 
ing the rock with his rod ; ſo water in baptiſm, bread and wine 
in the Lord's ſupper : preſume not to ſay, * what is there in 
u theſe ?” godlinels is a myſtery, which only faith can under- 
ſtand : there is no divine inſtitution but hath meat in it that 
ou know not of, which if rightly uſed, will ſpeak for itſelf. 
f he pleaſe to make clay of duſt and ſpittle, contemn it 
not, but ſubmit to his will and way, and be thankful for thy 
cure. Samſon's hair was an ordinance to him; which when 
he lighted, the Spirit of God left him, and he became as other 
men, and recovered not until it was grown again, Judges xiii. 5, 

with Chapter xvi. 19, 22. 25 
3. As touching the Providences of Gon; obſerve them, and 


. ſubmit to them. Look not on them as empty things: the 


LE 


leaſt may yield you inſtruction, as alſo the moſt unlikely: Out 
u of the eater comes forth meat, and out of the ſtrong ſweet- 
s neſs : though the thing be a riddle to an heart uncircum- 
ciſed, plow with his heifer and ye ſhall find it. Neither look 
on them as things impertinent ; but ſay rather, ® Is there not 
* a cauſe,” though I ſee it not? the Lord does nothing in vain. 
Neither yet -look on them as things contingent : a ſparrow 
falls not without his will, and “ the hairs of your head are all 
numbred (a): David was dumb, and opened not his mouth zu 
why ? © Becauſe thou Lord didſt it (5) zu and Shimei's curſing 
he bears patiently on the ſame account, The Lord hath bid- 


A den him (e). 


There 


Deut. xlii. 47. (2) Luke v. 8. (a) Matt. x. 29, 30. 
(5) Palm. xxxix. 9. (ey 2 Sam. xvi 10, 11. : 
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| There may be ſuch a, mixture and confuſion of thi 2 
your expectation ſo delayed and fruſtrated, that your owar 
untamed heart may be ready to wrangle it out, falls it 
% alike to all? why to the juſt according to the work of the 
wicked; and to the wicked according to the work of the 
righteous (4) or, why one event to them both ? this is not 
to enguire wilely ;' you ſhould rather conclude, ® The Lord 
hath need of them; that is, be hath occaſion to uſe ſuch a 
providence to fulh} a word, or purpoſe; and that of greater 
importance than to ſatisfy your private concern, or preſent ex- 
pectation. If you would caft fo as to lie by your mark, this 
attribute of Sovereignty gives 1 the beſt ground. Search 
and obſerve as much as you will, ſo you take faith along with 
you, without which ye can do —_— warrantably, Faith is 
a {worn. officer to the great King, andhas a key for every lock 
that is fit to be opened: it forces nothing; but where it can- 
not enter, it ſtays without, and waits a better ſeaſon. Let 
faith alſo be chief ſpeaker in all your debates ; and then the 
reſult will be, that carnal reaſon and preſent ſenſe (though very 
tenacious and ſtubbarn] ſhall yield the cauſe and let you go. 
The ſum of all is this, that though you be not conſcious to 
yourlelf of any particular cauſe or miſcarriage, beſides what is 
common to men, (which was the caſe with Job)“ Lay your 
u hand upon your mouth, as Job did (e). The moſt High doth 
according to his will :* this. even the proudeſt of kings ac- 
knowlgdged (), ® when his underſtanding returned 10 hk * 
and ſo will you : and know, that if your ſpirit be out of frame 
in your preſent condition, it would not, at preſent, be better 
in any other. ene age” fr ms 
. 2, Our Faith alfo is highly concerned in the Sovereigaty of 
Gop : for it both obligeth to believe in him, and alſo affords 
matter for faith to work upon. To theſe ends the Lord holds 
it forth to Abraham; *I am the almighty Gop ; walk before 
* me, and be thou perfect (g). This was it enabled him to 
believe he ſhould have a ſon; even while the deadneſs of his 
own body, and of Sarah's womb, wrought ſtrongly againſt 
it (%. This alſo was that made him ſo readily aflent to the 
offering up of this fon, when he had him. He had as much 
to lay againſt it, as could well be ſuppoſed : for the promiſe 
Was, that * in Iſaac all families of the earth ſhould be blefled :5 
| which 
| (4) Eecles. viii. 14. (e) Job. xl. 4. Dan. iii. 34» 45. 
2 Gen, xvii. . 7 4 3 e 011 9 
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which promiſe, and this command, Abraham's reaſon could 
not reconcile. / Fhe contradiction would ſurely have run him 
down, had not his faith in this great attribute held faft, and 
guided the reins ; ſuggeſting to him, that he who gave Iſaac a 
ing from a withered ſtock, was able alſo to raiſe him from 
the dead (i). Abraham therefore diſputes it not; ſtands not 
fo much as to conſider upon it; but up he gets early to do 
it (4) - and hence he obtained that-honourable title to be called, 
= The Friend of Gop (. WY "bg A | 0 
Le have ſeen now what Abraham did; * Go ye and do 
* likewiſe: take hold of Gop's Sovereignty as your own, en- 
gaged by a covenant of grace, and ſo to be exerted ſor your 
good. Faith gives a ptopriety in any attribute it lodks upon, 
and draws out the virtues thereof for itſelf. And therefore, 
whatever difficulties are in your way, be not diſheartened by 
them; but call in this ſovereign power by faith, to your help. 
Remember the ready ſubjection which all creatures do pay to 
his Word; by which alone (without creatures ſervice) he can 
level the mountains, and make crooked things ſtreight; re- 
ſtrain, alter, invert, and turn upſide-down the very courſe of 
nature: ſo that which is death in itſelf, ſhall be life to you. 
New cords and withs, when touched by his word, ate as flax 
and tow, when touched by the fire; iron ſhall be as ſtraw, 
and braſs as rotten wood. Therefore, lengthen the cords, and 
ſtrengthen the ſtakes of your faith; you. cannot believe 
greater things, or better than Gop can do for you. Even fin 
itſelf, which is the great (and really the only) evil; it is his 
enemy as much as yours: and you may be ſure, he would not 
have ſuffered its being in the world, if he had not a power to 
correct and curb it, yea, and to deſtroy it too, at his pleaſure: 
take hold of his ſovereign ſtrength, and your work is done. 
But here alſo a caution or two may be ſeaſonably added, for 
ſuch reaſons as are mixed with them. un 
1. If death in the pot hath once been healed, and yout 
' borrowed 2 (ſunk once, paſt hopes of recovery) brought 
again to your hand (m); ſee that remiſsneſs grow not upon it, 
leſt at 2nuther turn the handle drop after the head. Gather 
not wild gourds a ſecond time (u), leſt your prophet be abſent, 
or meal denied you. Preſume not to dally with temptations, 
(as Samſon did) and then think to go out and ſhake yourſelf; 


as 
i Heb. xi. 19. () Gen. xxii. 3. (I) Jam. ii. 23. 
n 2 Kings vi. 6. (n) 2 Kings v. 39, Ce. ' 7 
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as at other times (o). The divine power is too a thing 
to be trifled with; or made to ſerve: with the: follies of men. 
2. Never look on this great attribute of Sovereignty with- 
dut your mediator. As without him it cannot be but matter 
of terror and amazement to ſinners, it is he only can render it 
propitious to you. As nothing is pleaſing to Gop, but in and 
hrough Chriſt; ſo nothing in Gop is comfortable to men, or 
for their eternal good, but as it comes to them through him: 
as waters out of the fea immediately are not potable, unleſs 
they be firſt decocted by the ſun, or paſs through ſome vein of 
earth, to make them congruous to our nature, 1 15 
I ſhall here mention two particulars of neareſt concernment 
o us, wherein we are in a ſpecial manner to have reſpect. 
unto the Sovereignty of Goo. "03 F 
1. As touching your own condition, (your everlaſting con- 
dition) ſubmit to mercy, to ſovereign mercy; that is, yield 
ourſelf to Gop without capitulating, or making terms with 
im. Thoſe Syrians well underſtood the meaning of this; 
hey put ropes on their heads, and themſelves in the conqueror's 
ands, upon an uncertain conjecture, [peradventure they 
* will ſave us alive] (p) So do ye, although ye have but a 
may be] we ſhall be hid (q) -”* mind your duty, and leave the 
Iſſue to Gop: believe above hope and againſt hope: follow 
Job in the dark, as your father Abraham did, not knowing 
hither he would lead him: thus to do, is to give glory to 
OD. Therefore, * fear the LogD, and obey the voice of his 
ſervant ;* even then, * when ye are in darkneſs, and have no 
light (7); (namely, of his ſpecial favour and love to you in 
articular.) And though never ſo great diſcouragements are 
before you, from the guilt of fins committed, the power of in- 
Iwelling corruptions, and your preſent averſeneſs to believing z 
and here withal, that faith is the great commandment z- let 
your heart anſwer, is it my duty, [(my DUTY] to believe? 
ay, then I muſt. Remember his'greatneſs, his abſolute do- 
minion, the uncontrolableneſs of his matters; that © he hath 
* concluded all in unbelief, that he might have mercy upon 
* all (s) e (that is, that the ſalvation of thoſe who ſhall be 
aved, might appear to be of mercy, and to be ſo acknow- 
edped :) to him therefore commit your cauſe, andpommit it to 
im as your Sovereign LoRD, and ſo leave it with him; and 
(% Judges xvi. 20. 1 Kings xx. 31, Zeph. ii, 3. 
(r) 2 7 Rom. 1 — r 


as 


- 
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ſee that yeu take it not out of his hand again, by your doubt- 


ing the iſſue of it: and know, that then is yaut ſoul neareſt to 


pedce and ſetelement, when brought to this fobmiſſion, Be 
in ſubjectiotm unto the father of ſpirits, and live (r).“ 
But let not the word be miſconſtrued : I do not mean by 
ſubmiſſion; that you ſhould be ſatisfied under a denial of mer- 
ey, on the account of | Gop's abſolute dominion : I cannot 


think that à necefſary term or qualification in your treating | 


with God' for ſalvation : for, 1. I do not find, that God re- 
quires ſuch a ſubmiſſion, as the condition of obtaining mercy ; 
nor that he hath made any promiſe to give ſuch a ſubmiſſion, 
in order to that end; nor any inſtance in ſcriptute of the ſaints 
having os endeavouring ſuch a frame of ſpirit in that buſineſs z 
nor yet, that men are any where taxed for not attaining to it. 
They are blamed indeed, and that worthily, for not fubmitting 
tb the righteouſne(s of Gop; (that is, for not renouneing their) 
on, and flying to that of Chriſt:) and this blame-worthineſs 
vou cannot eſcape, if finding yourſelf loſt and undone, you will 
not ly tun to Chriſt, without firſt finding in yourſelf 


ſomething that may ſeem to commend you to him. 2. Such a 


ſubmiſſion; ſeems repugnant to Gop's revealed will. For, iſ 
this be the © will of God, even our ſanctification, t that we 
mould believe on his Son, and love him with our whole heart: 
then it cannot be his will, that we ſhould be willing to re- 
main in an unſanctified ſtate, in unbelief and enmity againſt 
him; which are the infeparable conjuncts of willingneſs to be 
ſeparated ſrom God. 3. Becauſe the promiſe of cafe and reſt 


is made to the weary and laden, coming to Chriſt; not to a 


eontentedne(s to be divided from him: and the promiſe of ſatis- 

faction is to your hungring and thirſting after righteouſneſs ; 

not to 3 your deſire, without the thing which 
! 


only can ſatisfy.” 3. Becauſe, to be ſatisfied without obtaining 
merey, is to be farisfied with an utter incapacity to glorify the 
grace of Gap, and to enjoy communion with him; which are 
the pridcipal-end and duty of men. 5. It is eroſs to the genius 
and concreated- ptinciple of the reaſonable creature, which is, 
to ſeek its owh happineſs: in any thing ſhort of which it 
ought not to acquieſce. 6. Such a ſubmiſſion cannot be re- 
quiſite in preparatory work; becauſe that would ſuppoſe the 
higheſt piteh of grace attained (if yet it be a grace and attain- 
able) before you believe; and conſequently, that it js not a 

1 grace 
(t) Heb. xii. 9. 
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grace out of Chriſt's fulneſs; for ye are ſuppoſed to have it 
before ye go to him, And therefore, when 1 ſay, ye muſt ſub- 
mit without capitulating or making. terms; my meaning is, 
ye are not to treat upon terms of your own making, nor 121. 
pound any thing to God, but what ſovereign mercy propo 
to you, as the way and means of obtaining your great end: 
and great reaſon ye have for this ſubmiſſion; for herein lies 
your intereſt; thoſe being, in truth, the only terms by which 
a loi: and ſinful creature can be rendered ſalvable, or capable 
of being ſaved; as will further appear in the ſequel. of this dif- 
courſe. ' | ws | 1 an TIO 
I think, with humble ſubmiſſion, that if any point of time 
may be ſuppoſed before the decree, it was then that abſolute 
dominion bore ſway; but ever ſince election game in, it is 
grace that reigns: not that Sovereignty, is ceaſed, hut trans- 
terred : before it was in power, but now in grace; in 8 
as touching the elect, and in juſtice, reſpecting the reſt. Grace 
is the attribute Gon delights to honour, and all the other are, 
if I may ſo ſpeak, as ſubjects of this: even Chriſt himſelf was 
made a ſervant, to perform the pleaſure of his grace (u). 80 
then, that you are to ſubmit unto, is the good pleaſure of Gon's 
will, as held forth in the covenant of grace; undertaking for, 
and perfectly able to fave, you; and as having his ſovereign 
power engaged to make it good. Which ſeems the ſcope of 
that paſſage in Moſes's prayer for the people, when they had 
highly provoked Gon; “Let the power of my Lord be great, 
* according as thou haſt ſpoken, c. (x). 1 was to pardon, 
and ſtill to own them for his people. And to this agree all 
thoſe ſcriptures which hold forth the power of Gon as/the 
ground of faith; as that by which he is able to pardon fin, to 
ſubdue iniquity; and to hold your ſouls in life. You are 
therefore directed, if you will have peace with Gop, * to take 
hold of his ſtrength ()): Which cannot be meant of a con- 
tentedneſs in having that ſtrength put forth to deſtroy, but as 
being perfectly able and engaged by his covenant to ſave you. 
As to the time when the Lord will manifeſt his love to you ; 
as alſo the manner and meaſure of his diſpenſing it; the good 
pleaſure of his will is expreſsly and with all quietneſs of ſpirit to 
be ſubmitted unto: but as to the thing itſelf, you ought nat to 
be ſaid nay; but do as he did who had power with Gop, and 
| Ca. prevailed, 
(x) Ia. xhi. 1, and xlix. 3. (x) Numb. xiv..17, 18, 19. 
(.y) Uſa, xxvii. 5. Y | : | 


* 
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- prevailed, * He wept and made ſupplication (z),“ but ſtill re- 
ſolved, *I will not let thee go, except thou bleſs me (a).® 
2. As for the other neareſt concernment, touching your 
children, deal in like manner for them, by ſubmitting them to 
the ſame mercy, It is true, that next to your own perſonal 
ſalvation, there cannot be a greater evidence of Gop's love to 
you, than to chooſe'your children after you; nor any thing 
more deſirable to you: therefore ® Command them, and in- 
s ſtruct them to keep the way of the Lord (5),” that he may 
bring on them the bleſſing you moſt defire for them: but be 
not over ſolicitous and caſt down, becauſe you ſee not yet the 
marks of election upon them. The Lord doth not indeed bind 
himſelf to take all a believer's children, nor doth he limit him- 
"elf from taking any others. There is nothing declared touch- 
ing his purpoſe to take all the one, leſt they fhould thence 
take occaſion to be remiſs in their duty: (which, till conver- 
ſion is very natural to us) nor doth he exclude the children of 
others: for that might diſcourage and weaken their hands to 
that which is good. In this various diſpenſing of his everlaſt- | 
ing love, he is pleaſed fo to reſerve his liberty and ſovereign $ 
prerogative, that he greatly manifeſts his love to believers, in 
ſo frequent chooſing of their feed : and the freeneſs of his 
grace, in not rejecting wholly the ſeed of others —_ 
Infer. 3. How happy and ſovereignly bleſſed are thoſe who 
have an intereſt in this great and ſovereign Lord ! be the earth 
ever ſo unquiet, and the tumult of it ever ſo boiſterous and WW.. , 
-unruly ; the Lord is above them. He fits on the waters, as 


a prince in his chariot, guiding afl as he will: he is that great or 
dictator, whoſe word is the Jaw indeed: if he but ſay, come, ¶ the 
go, do this, there needs no more. Who would not be the Bi ec 
fubject of ſuch a prince? and much more his favourite? and BF, 
yet, this high privilege every foul is bleſſed with, that has in Mus 
truth taken hold of his covenant: for, that takes in all between Wl... 
the two eternities, and eternity itſelf withal ; and the ſpirit or Hane 
- ftrength of the whole lies in thoſe few (but very compendious) * 
words, * will be your Go. When the Lord would com- put 
fort his people to purpofe, and put on their eagles wings, what ere: 
2 glorious narrative doth he make of his power and ſovereign chin 
greatneſs ! In I/. xl. from v. 12. to v. 26. And then tells tive 
them, that all this is theirs, v. 27. And if © God be yours, all 
things are yours.“ Who, and where is he that can ſupplant 
I | 2 0 


(z) Hoſ. xii. 4 (a) Gen. xxxii, 26. (4) Gen. xviii. 29. 
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thoughts whereof are matter of terror to other men. After the 
rehearſal of all the happineſs and glory that men or angels are 
capable of, it ſhall all be compriſed in this, as the original 
thereof, and ſum of the whole, „Happy are they whoſe Gon 
5 js the Lord (c).* © . | 21102 

Infer. 4. We ſee. here, the reaſon why Gop doth, 
ſometimes defer to anſwer the doubts and queries we ſtick at, 
and moſt deſire to be reſolved about: it is not only to ſhew his 


| Sovereignty, but to bring our hearts to a practical acknowledg- 


ment of it. Moſes was very unwilling to go on his meſſage, 
to Pharaoh: many pretences he had to on it by: when as the 
danger he might be in for killing the Egyptian was the bot- 
tom objection, though he ſpeaks it not out. Indeed, the men 
who ſought his life were now dead, which, if he had known, 
afore, all thoſe excuſes had probably been ſpared: but the 
Lord was pleaſed to condeal it from him; until he had brought 
him to a full compliance with his will, and then reveals it to, 
him unaſked (4). So likewiſe, he would not take off his hand 
from Job, until he bad well learned him this leſſon (e). Say 
not therefore, (becauſe you have not returns ſo ſoon as vo 
would) * The Lord hath forſaken me, my Lord hath forgotten 
% me (f) : But follow that great reſolution recorded of old, 
*I will wait upon the Lotd, who hideth his face (at preſent), 
from the houſe of Jacob, and I will look for him (g). T“ 
Infer. 5. Let no man then, Who will fay, The Lord he is 
© Gop, preſume to intrench on his ſacred royalty, by ſeeking. 
2 reaſon of his decrees, beyond, or beſides, the good pleaſure. 
of his will. Even ſovereigus of duſt will not admit it in ſubjects, 
though of the, ſame mould with themſelves. It is an imperial 
ſecret, ® The chief of the ways of Gon ; it belongs to himſelf 
alone to know it, and the knowledge thereof would not profit 
us now, Beſides, there is enough revealed, of great importance 
to us at preſent, on which to employ the utmoſt of our time. 
and ſtrength. By over-graſping we may ſprain our hands, 
and unfit them for ſervice, otherwiſe within their compaſs, 
but we gain nothing. Therefore go not about to fathom this 
great deep, Who, but one of ſhallow underſtanding, would 


think to meaſure the ſea by handfuls ? or to give a demonſtra- 
tive reaſon of its various and convertible courſes! remember 


C 3 that 


(4% F x0d. iii. 11, and iv. 10, 13, 19. 


e) Pſalm exliv. 15. 
V) Ia xlix. 14. C) Chap. vii. 17. 


Job xlii. 2, Cc. 


a of his bleſſing? you may rejoice in his highneſs, the 
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t leflen it not, by pretend- 
the Lord in your hearts, 


that you magnify his work (5); 
ing to comprehend it (i). Sancti 
and fear before him ().“ 5 th 5 
Infer. 6. This gives a reaſon, why men of the largeſt capa- 
city, for learning and natural underſtanding, ate ſo mightily 
puzzled and labyrinthed in ſpiritual matters ; particularly the 
doctrine of election: why they do ſo ſtrongly oppoſe it, and 
are ſo hardly reconciled with it. They are not (in truth) ſub- 
dued to the doctrine of GoD's Sovereignty : and therefore, 
while in diſcuſſing thoſe points of faith, they judge as their 
natural optic repreſents them, they loſe both themſelves and 
the truth; which yet (in ſore degree is made known unto 
babes,” men of low ſtature to them) whoſe ſpirits the 
Lord hath ſubdued to reſt contented with what their father is 
pleaſed to tell them: and for the reſt, (as namely, the manner 
and reaſon of God's diſpoſements and diſpenſations) they live 
by faith in his righteouſneſs ; waiting for the day that ſhall re- | 
veal all things; when the tabernacle of Gop, which yet is in 
heaven, ſhall be let down among men, or they taken up into 
it, and theſe hidden things of Sovereignty Hall be more openly 
known among'them, 
- Laftly, This doctrine of God's abſolute dominion, clears 
away all that made-ground and rubbiſh, which the principles 
of free-will grace do found their election upon; and ſhews us 
the only true and proper foundation of ſeripture- election; with 
thoſe other important truths which hold upon it, or are conſe- 
quents of it: all which have their head in the Sovereignty of God, 
and are derived thence, as rivers are from the fea: as through 
his bleſſing and grace may appear afterwards, And ſo I thall | 
cloſe up this firſt part of the preface with that holy rapture of 
the pſalmiſt: * Be thou exalted, Lord, in thine own ſtrength; 
u ſo will we ſing, and praiſe thy N The Lord hath 
5 prepared his throne in the heavens, and his kingdom ruleth 
1 over all, Bleſs the Lord, ye his angels, that excel in 
* ſtrength ! Bleſs the Lord, all ye bis hofts; ye miniſters of 
s his that do his pleaſure ! Bleſs the Lord, all his works, in 
5: all places of his dominion ! Bleſs the Lord, O my foul (m). 


3 Job xxxvi. 24. (i Eccles. viii. 17. 5 (4) lla. vii. 13. 
0 Plalm xxi. 13. (=) Plalm ci. 19, 2. 
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kienreuense of. 6 0 . 


Sed. founded this Akai s hn Sornnignty 


2 & of Gop, as the beſt and moſt /natiral. grayed of 
2 8 ſatisfaction (or captivatien) to reaſon, touching 
election: now, as a means to qualify our Hiritz, 

Ln and reconcile chem with the JoQrine of Bes- 
reignty, it ſeemeth expedient to annex that of hie rj 
nels ; and, I think, there is net a more ra, en 


or more obliging to ſudmiſſion, than 


That there i is no Unrightzouſnrſ with 8 0 D. 45 
This is the natural adjundt of dritte Sovereignty, which, vs 


* we ate indiſpenſibly bound to believe, ſo, to be well grouftded 


great uſaſulneſe t us 
darker zdminiſtra- 


in the faith of it, Vill be of N K 
in every condition; eſpecially u 


tions, of which we do not tee ax preſent the' eavſe, reaſon, or 
tendency : when matters ** 


to de con- 


at importance 
fuled or r when all things in view fall out Rlike to 
all; and you cannot know either good, or evil, hy all chat js 
before you, I ſhall therefore eollect ſome pf thoſe conſidera- 
tions, from which, you may find ſome light and influence in a 
dark and cloydy day; and by which {as a means): I myſelf wes 
drawn in- and guided te this determination, before I — 
ſearched, the ſcripturey expreſsly concerning this ſubject: an 

they may ſerve, both as arguments to demonſtrate the _ 
tion, and as antidotes againſt thoſe poiſonous contradiftions, 
which carnal reaſon and unbelief will be too often forging and 
flinging in upon us. And, 

Arg. I. Is founded on that infigite bleſſedneſs, which the 
moſt high Gop was poſſeſſed of in himſelf, before the 2 
or any creature was made, 2 did not make them ag 
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need he had of them, but for his pleaſure (a): and if he needed 
them not, there could be no need,. or reaſon why, he ſhould 
make them ſuch or to ſuch an end as not to be wiſely over- 
ruled, and their end attained, without doing wrong to any. 
The motives by which men are ſwayed to wrong-doing are 
chiefly two. 1. To obtain ſomething they have not. Ahab 
flew Naboth for his vineyard (6); and Athaliah all the ſeed 
royal, to get the throne (c). Or, 2. To ſecure what they have, 
Pharaoh oppreſſed the people, left growing mighty, they ſhould 
ſhake off his yoke, and get them out of his ſervice (d). Je- 
roboam ſet up his calves to keep the people at home, and firm 
to himſelf (e): and the Jews, they put Chriſt to death, leſt the 


Romans ſhould come and take away their place and nation (). 


Theſe two have ſhared the parentage of all the oppreſſion and 
-wrong-doing that have been in the world: neither of which 
is compatible with our great and bleſſed Gon: for all things 
are his already; he poſſeſſeth the heavens and the earth, and all 
the hoſts of them, with an abſolute power and right to diſpoſe 


of them. And as for ſecuring what he hath, Of whom ſhould 


he be afraid? for, (1.) There is no Gop beſides him zu the 
Lord himſelf, who needs muſt know it, if there were another, 
profeſſeth ſolemnly, that“ he knows not any (g).“ And (2:) 

ub- 
jection, than the ſmalleſt duſt under our feet is to us. 4 The 


u nations afe to him leſs than nothing, and vanity (50. He 
needs not ſo much as touch them, to bring them down: it is 


but * phat to himſelf his ſpirit and his breath, and they 
5 periſh together (i). If the Lord but withhold his ſuſtaining 


- 


influence, they fall of themſelves: but he remains the ſame to 
all generations. ! Pe | | 


99 


Arg. II. Another rgument is founded on the infinite per- 


fection of his nature, This thoſe ſeraphie heralds - proclaim 


under the notion of holy, holy, holy (4). Its reduplication 
imports the higheſt perfection. And Moſes, (who of all mor- 


tals had neareſt acceſs to God) puts it in the front of his tri- 


umphal titles (J), * Glorious in holineſs la It is that whereby 
all the divine excellencies are ſummarily expreſſed. The 


righteous Lord will do no iniquity: he is of purer eyes than to 
. 55 look 


(a) Rev. iv. 11. (5) 1 Kings xxi. (e) 2 Klngs xi. 
(4) Exod. i. 10. (e) 1 Kings xii. 27, 28. (/) John xi. 48. 
g) Iſa. xliv. 6,8. (+) (Ifa. xl. 17. (7) Job xxxiv. 14, 15. 
(4) Ifa. vi. 2. (/) Exod, xv. 11. . 
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pok upon it. It is an high demonſtration of his excellency, 
at he cannot deny himſelf; that is, he cannot do any thing 
at is in the leaſt degree contrary to his holy nature; nothing 
hat needs to be retracted, or to alter his mind about it, His 
ill is the rule of righteouſneſs, and righteouſneſs is the rule 
f his will. The ſaints of old were perfectly of this mind, 
Shall not the judge of all the earth do right (n)? And the 
poſtle puts it as a queſtion not to be anſwered, that if Gon 
Pere unrighteous, How then ſhall he judge the world (u) ?*' 
Arg. III. It is alſo apparent from the conſtant rule and mea- 
re of Gop's diſpenſements, which are not done fortui- 
ouſly, nor raſhly, but with deliberation, and exactneſs. He 
lays judgment to the rule, and "righteouſneſs to the plum- 
met (o).“ He will not puniſh without a cauſe, nor more than 
3 deſerved. Touching the fins of Sodom, *I will go down, 
ſays Gop, and ſee whether they have done [altogether] r- 
cording to the cry of it (p). He renders to every one ac- 
cording to their deeds (3); and gives them [a juſt} recom- 
pence of reward (r). He will not caſt away the perfect man, 
nor help the wicked (s).% Eliphaz puts the queſtion with 
teat confidence, (as well he might) * Who ever periſhed 
being innocent (?)? His righteouſneſs is ſuch, that it even 
olds his hands until the innocent be out of danger.” The 
ngels were ſtraitly commanded, not to begin the execution of 
op's wrath on the wicked world, * until his ſervants were 
marked out (a): and when the Lord came to deftroy Sodom, 
e haſtens righteous Lot to Zoar, with this only argument, 1 
cannot do any thing until thou be come thither (x).* 

Arg. IV. It is further evidenced, by the laws he hath given 
anto men; the ſum of which is, to do righteouſly; and the 
nd of them, the good and welfare of the creature. After a 
houſand jears experience of theſe, compared with the iſſue of 
nens inventions, they are acknowledged to be“ right zug 


ments, good ſtatutes, and Jaws of truth ()). What an ad- 
tri- irable catalogue have we in Romans xii. 12. and Galatians v. 221 
eby 1. Of ſuch as concern our duty towards himſelf immediately. 
Phe his is the ſum, Thou ſhalt worſhip the Lord thy Gop, and 
0 BY (=) Gen. will. e Rom i 6, - (p). Me roll. 7. 
i. (p) Gen. xviii. 21, (7) Rom. ii. 6. (r) Heb. ii. 2. 
. job viii. 20. . Job. iv. 7. (% Rev. vii. 3. 


n (x) Gen, xix, 22. (5) Nek. ix. 13. 
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him only ſhalt thou ſerve (g). There is nothing mare equi 
and juſt than to worſhip and ſerve him, whoſe.we axe ; to low 
and to live to him, from whom we have our life and breath 
eſpecially conſidering that © his commandments are our life (a). 
2. Such as refer more immediately to ourſelyes,. as Tem. 
perance, Chains Moderation, Sobriety, c, Theſe, as 
evident to all, do greatly conduce to our outward welfare, 
both in point of health, eſtate, proſperity, Ic. And what evi 


conſequents do attend the contraries of thoſe virtues, might bell n 
every day's obſeryation.z more eſpecially ſuch, as relate .to-ouf = 
ſpiritual ſtate and welfare: of which more particularly, unde _- 
the next argument. Os andy weld x: ld 1 
3. Such commands alſo as reſpe& our duty towards men; (; 
as to do juſtly; to ſhew mercy ; to“ follow peace with all a 
v men,” every one to mind his own buſineſs, and not inter 
maedadle with others: ſo, to be ſubject ta the powers tha * 
* bez” and to pray for thoſe in authority zu (the neglect off C 
which duty, may be a cauſe of our diſquietment from- the wp 
at leaſt it may prove an eclipſe of our joyfulneſs in ſuffering. 


under them, &c,) The ſum of this kind of duties we hays inf 
that ſtanding uncontrolable rule, Of * doing to others as, wel 


* would they ſhould do unto. us.” On the contrary, there ih . 
nothing forbidden but. what tends. to our hurt; as, if it werf | 
needful, might be demonſtrated by inſtances innumerable... * 
4. To this alſo might be added the ſtrict, injunctions tber 
God hath laid upon the ſubordinate diſpenſers of his law; e 
namely, * to judge the people with juſt judgment; nat ai 
15 0 judgment, nor reſpect perſons (5): yea, he curſeiſſ :- 
them that pervert judgment (c); and will ſurely repro. 
them that accept perſons (d) &c, And u ſhall mortal ma: 
5s be more juſt than Gop (e) ?* will he under ſuch penaltis | 
command men to do thus, and not much more do ſo himſelſ ion 


Arg. V. Another beam of the righteouſneſs of Gon {hin 
forth in his putting the matter of our duty into ſuch a way ante. 
method, as renders it more facile, and moſtly conduceth Wl 
our chief end. | | | : 

As, 1. To remember . our Creator in the days of 0 
„ youth (J). For the work of converſion and turning 
Gon, muſt needs be much eaſier then, than when habituat 
jn an evil courſe: * long impenitency (beſides the provoc 


tio 
(=) Matt jv. 10. (a) Deut. xvi. 18, 19. (8) ibid, 0 
{c) Chap. xxvii. 19. 4) Job xiii, 10. le) Chap. iv, 17. ( 


(/} Eccles. xii. 12, 
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on it is to Gop) eſtranges the mind more from him; makes 
e ſpirit more inflexible, and harder to be wrought upon; it 
ultiplies our work, and ſubtracts our ſtrength: far one ac», 
iſtomed in evil to learn to do well, and for a blackmoor to 
lage his ſkin, are things of a like poſſibility: it is a, very rare 
d difficult thing for * a man to be born again when be is, 
old.“ 2 ' 2 rn "x 7; | ated 
2. To watch againſt, and ſuppreſs the firſt motions of ſin, 
a to avoid whatever might be an occaſion, or have tendency 
WD wards it. And in order thereto, Lo“ take heed to our ſpi- 
rit (g). To keep the heart with all 8 (0). To ab- 
ſtain from all appearances of evil (i). Jo hate the garment 
ſpotted by the fleſh (). And to make a covenant with our 
eyes,” as Job did (I). For, the profeſſed practice of ſome 
Wints is directive to others, and equivalent to a command. 
= keep an enemy from rifing, is much eaſier than to quel 
im when he is up; yea, to nip fin when it is young, is the 
2ady way; not only to keep it low, but to kill it; as. the 
pntinual plucking off buds from a tree or plant, deſtroys the 
dat, „ 1 hrs th D 
3. Not to do any thing, the lawfulneſs whereof is dubious 
us; which, as it is a fan in itſelf, (as every thing is which 
ö not of faith (m), ſo it tends to obſcure to us the true ſight, of 
her things, and emboldens to further attempts. Yea, fat» 
er, not to mind only the lawfulneſs of things, but their ex- 
ediency (n): the not heeding of which, proves often an oc- 
:f1ton of ſin to others, whereof we cannot be guiltleſs: ſolike- 
iſe to cheriſh all motions to good; not to quench the {pin 
it (o); and to hearken, or liſten. diligently what the Lord 
op will ſpeak (y); who oft-times delivers his mind with * a 
ſtill and a ſmall voice (9), which doubly obligeth our atten- 
On. 8 | * , 1 » 
4. In his prefling with ſo much weight and neceſſity thoſe 
reat duties of faith, love, patience, ſelf-denial, &c. (1.) Faich, 
hich conſiſts in ſubmitting to the righteouſneſs of Gon, 
king hold of his ſtrength, and following the conduct of his 
iſdom: and in order thereto, ſhewing us our own finfulneſs, 
2akneſs and folly, with the vanity of all created bottoms, 
Z) Mal. ii. 15. (+) Prov, iv. 23. i) 1 Theſs. v. 22. 
(*) Jude, ver. 23, {/) Job xxxi. 1. ( Rom. xiv. 23. 
(=) 1 Cor. vi. 12. (e 1 Theſ. v. 19, (p} Exod. xv. 26. 
(0 1 Kings zix. 12. 


= 


* 


2 A PRACTICAL DISCOURSE OF 
which have always failed at the greateſt need; and fo drawing 
our hearts to lean on himſelf only, in whom alone we have 
righteouſneſs and ſtrength (r). (2.) Love: this is a powerful, 
ictive, candid and obliging principle; it * bears all things; 
u thinks no evil ; takes all in good part (5) ;® makes that both 
portable and pleaſant, which without love would be both harſh 
and burdenſome. (3.). Patience, and meekneſs of ſpirit : theſe 
' mitigate the dolor of any ſuffering, and often prevent or 
allay the ſtorm that is riſing; A ſoft anſwer turneth away 
„ wrath (t) : It alſo breeds experience; r. That any afflic- 
tions may be born through him that ſtrengthens (#). 2, That 
afflictions are all for our profit (x). 3. That we could notf 
well have been without them (5). 4. It alſo gives to under- 
Rand the Lord's meaning in them, which the noiſe of tumul- 
tuating paſſions would drown in us. And, as a means to work 
this patience, the Lord ſets before us, 1. That there is a cauſe 
of every chaſtening ; and that cauſe is from ourſelves; and 
therefore no cauſe to complain. 2. That he affſicts not wil- 
Hingly ; but only when there is need, and no more than needs} 
muſt, 3. That he bath many gracious ends in afflicting: as, 
1. To humble for fin committed; as in Joſeph's rough deal- 
ing with his brethren (a). 2. To purge out droſs; as in the 
caſe of Manaſſeh (6, and the whole church {c}, 3. To pre- 
vent fins we ſhould otherwiſe fall into: thus he kept Paul from 
being, exalted above meaſure (d). 4. To wean us from the 
world; this he expected from Baruch (e); and this effect it 
had upon Aſaph (F). 5. To exerciſe our graces; as Abra- 


ham's great faith, by his various temptations ; and Paul was 
much under infirmities, that he might © magnify the power of 


* CHRIST (g).“ 6. By leſſer temptations, and deliverance 
from them, we are fitted for greater, and our faith ſtrengthened, 
doth to bear, and to get through them; which greater, had 
they come afore, might have over-turned us. (4.) Selt-denial : 
this is a duty of neareſt concernment to us, ſince we have no 
Juch enemies as ſelf-love and fleſhly luſts to war againſt our 
fouls, Theſe things conſidered, will ſhew that David's con- 
cluſion is right and genuine; # Good and upright is the Lord, 

therefore 


(r) Iſa. xlv. 24. (s) 1 Cor. xiii. 5. (2) Prov. xv. 1. Judges 
viii. 3. (0 2 Cor. xii. 9. (*) Heb. xii. 10. (5) pet i 6, 7. 

/ (a) Gen xlii. 21. (6) 2 Chron xxxili. 11, 13.. (e) Iſa. xxvii. g. 
6% 2 Cor. xii. 7. le) Jer, xlv, 4,5. (J) Pſalm Illi. 36. 
4s) 2 Cor, xii. 9. 
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awin therefore will he teach ſinners in the way (0% Even reaſon 
2 have ſelf might tell us, (to be ſure ſanctified reaſon and experience 
verful il) that thus to command and direct, is to lead in the right 
hings; ay; and it highly commends to us the righteouſneſs of Go. 
t both Arg. VI. The righteouſneſs of Gon is farther made out, by 
bart. afhxing rewards and puniſhments to good and evi} words 
; theſe ſpectively, according to what is the proper reſult and natural 
nt. OE duct of them: © Whatfoever a man ſows, that ſhall he 
away reap (1) : Every ſeed — have its own body (4): He will 
afflic give to every one according to his ways, and the fruit of his 
That doings (J). Holineſs hath in it a natural tendency to life and 
d notice: it is a tree of life (n). Grace and glory grow from the 
nder-B me root: ſalvation is the end of faith; the flower that grows 


pon it (n). * "The work of righteoufneſs is peace, and the 
effect thereof quietnefs and affurance forever (0),% It is 


cauſe WS metimes called, the way of life (p) Sometimes u the foun- 
andi tain and well-ſpring of life (5) And it tended to life (v). 
; wil- WS or if the root be holy, the branches cannot be otherwiſe (3). 
needs It is fo likewiſe with fin: death follows fin, not only as a 
* 2, Wuniſhment for delinqueney, but as its natural off-ſpring (:). 
deal. riginal corruption'is the root; ſin the ſtalk that grows next 
the pon it; and death the finiſhing, or full corn in the ear (u). 
Pre- there were no Juſtice to revenge fin, fin would be vengeance 
from WS itſelf: * Sinners lie in wait for their own blood (x). "It's - 
the Bi their own wickednefs-that corrects them (y). The way of 
- N ſin inclineth to death, and its footſteps to the dead: Its ſteps 
ra- 


take hold on hell (2). u Unbelief may be an inſtance for all; 
s out of which, all ſins elſe are derived: this was the root of 


er of Adam's apoſtaſy (a); of all that people's rebellions in the 
ance Wilderneſs (5); of the Jews rejecting the Meſſiah (c). Faith 
an s that which holds the Soul to Gop, its life and blefledneſs ; 


nbelief its departing from him, or letting go'of its hold ; the 
doſing of the knot, upon which the ſoul falls off of its own 
ccord : and the firſt ſtep from Gow, ſets in a way of death: 
s a branch breaking off from its ſtock dies of itſelf. This 

| | | —_ 


(5) Pſalm xcii. 13. (7) Gal. vi. 7. (4) 1 Cor. xv. 38. 
(/) Iſa. iii. 10, 11. Jer. xxxii. 19. (* Prov. iii. 18. 


* ) 1 Pet. i. h9ñ. (e) Iſa. xxxii 17. (p) Prov. xii, 28 
T 7) Chap. xiv. 27. (r) Prov. xix. 23. (5) Rom. xi. 16. 
9. e) Prov. xxiii. 29, 30. (a) James i. 14,15, (x) Prov. i. 18. 
$+ (y) Jer. ii. 19. (z) Prov. ii. 18, and v. 5. (a) Gen. iii. 


6% Numb, xiv, 11, (e) John xix. 7, 12. 
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was Adam's unbelief: in all men fince, it is a refuſing to 
turn. * 1 bg 


Arg. VII. This doctrine is further confirmed by the gen, 
ral unanimous conſent and affirmation of thoſe beſt able 
judge. (I.) They aſſert t. Job, a man of great wiſdom anf 
integrity, not his like in all the earth (a), and none ii 
ſorely afflicted; yet, ſays Elihu to him, by way of counſel 
(as what himſelf would do in the like caſe) *I will afcrib 
5 righteouſneſs to my maker (6b); and, ſurely GoD: will no 
5. pervert judgment (c). God is known (that is, he is know 
5 to be God) by the judgments which he exeruteth (4). Th 

11 5 Lord is upright ; there is no unrighteouſneſs in him (e). H. 
. 3 Joveth righteouſneſs, and hateth iniquity, The ſcepter e 
| 5 his kingdom is a right ſcepter (F). Righteouſneſs and Juda 
u ment are the habitation of his throne (g). That true and 
u righteous are his judgments,” 4s the voice of thoſe in 


ven (Y). (2.) They ſubmit to it, even then when molt proj a 
- voked by mens injurious dealings with them for his ſake ; an 
when the Lord's own hand hath been moſt ſevere towards 1 
them. © Aaron held his peace (i): It is the Lord, faith EAM 
u Jet him do what ſeemeth him good (4): Hezekiah alſo 
s Good is the word of the Lord (4). Yea, they have don 
thus, when by the light of natural reaſon they could ſee 31 | 
reaſon for it: witneſs Job; who, when plundered of all, be 
| Cauſe * he feared Gon, and eſchewed evil,” and could juſtify - 
himſelf to the height as to any hypocriſy ; yet, ſays he, . 
1 will make ſupplication to my judge (m).” Look on «i 4 
Lord and Saviour himſelf, and ſee his confeſſion ; * Our fathen 
u cried unto thee, and were delivered; but I, though day nc = 
* night. I am not ſilent, thou heardeſt me not.* How doe 
he cloſe his complaint? not, thou dealeſt more hardly wid 8 
me who leſs have deſerved it; but * thou art holy (u). - Je 
remy indeed began to object, becauſe © the way of the wickeliiil 
5 proſpered, and they were happy that dealt treacherouſſy: £ 
but he preſently bethinks himſelf, withdraws his plea, aui 
yields the cauſe; © Righteous art thou, O Lord, when I plea A 
5 with thee (o).“ I might inſtance the ſuffrages, even of wicke 4 
| 7 men, 
(a) Job i. 8. (5) Chap. xxxvi. 3. (e) Chap. xxxiv. e. 
4] Pſalm ix. 16. (e) Pſalm xcii. 15. (f) Pſalm xlv. 6, 7. 
(g) Palm xcvii. 2. Deut. xxxii. 4. (+) Rev. xix. 2. ( 
41) Levit. x. 3. (4) 1 Sam. iii. 18. (/ 2 Kings xx. 19. ( 
(zz) Job ix. 15. (») Pſalm xxii, 2, 3, 4. le) Jer. xii. 1. 
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to en, and of the moſt obdurate among them; whoſe conſci- 
ges, at times, have enforced their confeſſion of this truth; 
gen ad the teſtimony of an adverſary proves ſtrongly, Pharaoh. 
ble Hocribes to it z * The Lord is righteous, I and my people are 
m ar wicked (p).” As alſo doth Adonibezeck, and Saul (7). (3+) 
one > he ſaints- triumph-in the righteouſneſs of Gon, as well they 
unſ)WS3y, and, call upon others to do the hike 3 The Lord reign- 
aſcrih eth, let the earth rejoice (r). O let the nations be glad, and 
ſing for jay; for thau ſhalt judge the people righteoully (5). 


Lord: For he cometh, for he cometh to judge the earth (2), 
Sc.: And hence it was that Paul, and the reſt of them, 
zough the preſent ſenſe of their ſufferings was grievous, yet 
ey gloried in them, and r greatly in hopes of that 
lory and © crown of righteouſneſs, which Gov, as a righteous 
judge, had prepared for them (u).“ erent 
Arg. VIII. Ihe righteouſneſs of Gon is yet farther illuſ- 
ated. by the iflue, and event of his. darkeſt diſpenſations. 
'The conſumption decreed. fhall overflow with righteouſ- 
neſs.(x),” and nothing elſe ſhall: be in it. His people, though 
nz under oppreſſion, he brought them forth at laſt with the 
cater ſubſtance. His leading them about in the wilderneſs, 
3 it were in a maae, forty: years together; and bringing them 
ack to where they had been many years before; yet proved 
to be the right way (y); and it was for © their good in the 
latter end (a). A David's long perſecution by Saul, made him 
e fitter for the kingdom; and adapted him for the office of 
incipal ſecretary to the great king ; opportunely acquainting 
im with all the affairs of the heavenly ſtate and council, that 
e fit to be known upon earth: and by his hand and experi- 
nce they are confirmed to us; and this amongſt the reſt, 
Bleſſed is the man whom thou chaſteneſt, and teacheſt him 
out of thy law (a). We ſee! it alſo, by the end the Lord 
ade with Job; * he brought him forth like gold,” and 
publed his bleſſings upon him (4). The baſket of good figs 
ere ſent into captivity: fat their gobd (c). Paul's afflictions 
rned to his ſalvation (d). Even the temptations, ſorrows, 
(p) Exod. ix. 27. adges i. 7. 1 Sam. xxiv. 17, 19. 
6 Pſalm 1 99. 0 Ra al 4+ le) Palm nel 
11, 13. (a) 2 Tim. iv. 8. (*] Ita. x. 22. ( Pſalm cvii. 7. 
(z) Deut. viii. 16. (a) Pſalm xciv, 12. (5) Job xliii. 12. 
(c) Jer. xxiv. 5. (a Fhil. i. 19. | 


Let the heavens rejoice, and the earth be glad before the 
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and ſufferings of Chriſt himſelf, which were ſuch as never were 
known by men, were intended, and accordingly did, perfect 
and enable him for his office of mediator (e). 

Arg. IX. Another great inſtance and evidence of the righ- 
teouſneſs of GoD, appears in the manner of his procedure in 
reference to the elect. Thoſe precious ſouls, whom he loved 
from everlaſting, and determined to bring to glory: yet, ha- 
ing ſinned, not one of them ſhall enter there, without ſatisfac-ſ 
tion made to his juſtice; even thoſe he will not juſtify, but ſol 
as to be juſt in the doing of it (f). The mercy-ſeat being 
fprinkled with blood (g), was evidently a ſhadow of it : for, 
the glory of Gop does not conſiſt only in ſhewing mercy ; but 
to do it in ſuch a manner as not to claſh with his juſtice. It 
is a part of his name and glory, that he will by no means 
5 clear the guilty (5): but who then ſhall be ſaved, ſince * all 
5 the world is found guilty before Gop (i) ?“ Yea, there is 
yet a way to ſhew mercy, (which is for ever adorable) and 

therein is ſhewn the manifold wiſdom of Gop, as well as his 
. righteouſneſs; in the contriving a way for“ mercy and truth 
to meet together (4) zu which was done by transferring 
the guilt of his choſen upon another, who was able to bear it, 
and to give a more adequate ſatisfaction to his juſtice, than 
they ever could have done by their perſonal ſufterings : this 
_ was typified by the law of the ſcape-goat, Leu. xvi. 8, 10, 
20, | 
Arg. X. Conſider eſpecially that great inſtance of Chriſt 
bimſelf, the firſt ele, and head of all the family; and the 
compact made with him; who, though he were a ſon, © Hig 
5 beloved ſon, in whom his ſoul delighted ; yet if he will un- 
dertake for ſinners, he muſt ſtand in their ſtead. * All their 
5 ſins muſt meet upon him, u and he muſt bear the puniſhment 
due to them (1). It was not © poſſible that cup ſhould pals 
* from him: no, though he ſought it with ſtrong cries and 
5s tears ;** and that of him that was able to ſaye him from death, 
who alſo loved him as his own ſoul : he was not, he might 
not be releaſed, until he had paid the utmoſt mite. For albeit 
that grace is perfectly free to men, in pardoning and ſaving of 
them; yet juſtice muſt be ſatisfied, and Chriſt was abated no- 


thing. This laſt unparalelled inſtance of incomparable jnſtice, 
| doth 


{e) Heb. ii. 17, 18. (f) Rom. viii.'3, 26, (g Lev. xvi. 14. 
Heb. ix. 12, 21. (4) Exod. xxxiv. 7. (i) Rom. iii. 19. 
(+) Plaim lxxxv. 10. (4) Ia. liii. 4, 5, | 


Gs 
THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD. 35 
oth highly illuſtrate the point in hand, namely, “ That our 
great and ſovereign Lord cannot but do right.” — ff 
Inferences from the - Righteouſneſs. of GO D. 


righ- | Pre * 
re in Infer. 1. May this doctrine prove an eternal blaſt to the 
loved Hain and preſumptuous confidence of impenitent ſinners: who, 
hav- Wl becauſe vengeance is not ſpeedily executed, have their hearts 
sfac- WW fully bent and ſet in them to do evil (m).* - Becauſe the 
ut ſo BW ord (at preſent) holds his peace, they think he is like them- 
deing WW lves (n), fc. Let them certainly know, that he is able to 
for, Wal with them: and further, that his; righteouſneſs obligeth 
3 but m to vindicate himſelf : he will by no means clear the guilty, 
I Wor be always filent : though flow, yet ſure; and ſtrikes home 
neans laſt (o). He will ariſe to judgment, and ſet their fins in 
all WY order before them, * and reckon with them for all the hard 
ere is Weccches, which they, ungodly ſinners, have uttered againſt 
) and m: the fight whereof ſhall ſtrike their trembling ſouls (not- 
as his ithſtanding their ſtoutneſs now) with horror and amaze- 
truth ent; and make even all their bowels ready to guſh out. He | 
rring will wound the hairy ſcalp. (the proud and preſumptuous 
ar it, head) of every one that goes on in his wickedneſs (p): A 
than dart ſhall ſtrike through his liver (),“ and down with him to 
this Mell, the nethermoſt hell, in a moment. Why then will you 


tun againſt the thick boſſes of his bucklers (r)? and ſet 
briars and thorns in array againſt a devouring flame () ?* 


Chrit Warn dryed ſtubble dwell with © everlaſting burnings ?* Did 

d the BiWever any harden himſelf againſt Gon, and proſper (t) z No, 
„Hur never ſhall. Where will his hope be, when Gop taketh 

Il un- May his ſoul () Therefore take up betimes, leave off, and 

| their Wow that he is God (x). © LIE el 
ment i Infer, 2. Let this doctrine for ever vindicate the holy and 
d pals od ways of Gop, (both thoſe he walks in towards us, and 

s and se he commands us to walk in towards himſelf) from all 
death ble ſenſeleſs' imputations of harſhneſs, moroſeneſs, nicety, 


iſeneſs, or whatever elſe the profaneneſs or ignorance of 
n can tax them with: for; as it is faid, ſo it is found by the 


ing oi tain and ſober experience of all that fear him, (and againſt 
h experience no reaſoning is to be admitted) I ſay, it is a 

nftice, Meral infallible - experiment, That = all the ways of wiſdom 
doth D T7 are 


» If» 
19. 


m) Eccles, viii. 11. (.) Pſalm I. 21. (o) Pſalm ii. 9. 
Þ) Pſalm Ixviii. 21. / Prov. vii. 23. (r} Job xv. 26. 
1) Ia. xxxiii. 14. {t) Job ix. 4. (u Chap. xxvii. 8. 
* Plalm xlvi. 10. 


* 
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* are pleaſantneſs to him that walks in them (y): which ar. 
gues, that thoſe who think otherwiſe, are ignorant of them, 
and therefore not competent Judges. It is granted, indeed, 
that thoſe whoſe hearts are in theſe good ways of Gop, have 
their ſteps top often turned aſide, and go haltingly in them: 
but in truth the fault is not in the way, but in the men.] 
There is ſome fracture in their bones, diſlocation of joints, ot 
evil tumour; ſomething is out of order, and needs looking to. 
A cripple will limp in Solomon's porch, (on the ſmootheſt 
pavement) when one that is ſound in his limbs will walk with 
delight on rougher ground. The law and our hearts were once 
at perfect agreement, the diſcord came in by our free-will de- 
viations, and ſwerving from our firſt make. Therefore, ad- 
mit not the Jeaſt motion, that looks but awry on the commands 
or diſpoſements of Gop : but juſtify them to the height, and 
take ſhame to. yourſe]f, as Paul himſelf did, The“ command- 


ment is holy, but I am carnal (z). | 1 

| Infer. 3. If the Lord pros Yi OR let us all 
(and every one) take heed of fin, which the holineſs and juſtice 
of Gop are ſo inexorably bent againſt : he will not pardon 
without ſatisfaction. Yea, beware of little fins, (little I mean, 


in eſteem with men, or in compariſon of ſome others.) You 


nearneſs to Gon will not excuſe you; for, you * have! 
% known, [therefore] you will I puniſh{a),* Even Moſes hi 
ſervant, for once ſpeaking unadviſedly, was ſhut out of Ca. 
naan (b) ; and though he would inn wave gouy into that good 


land, and ſolicited the Lord much about it, as if he would hav 
no denial; yet the Lord would not hear him : * Speak n 
more to me of this matter (c). * To make light of the leaf 
ſin becauſe grace abounds, is to fin againſt your own ſoul, ani 
to make the precious blood of Chrift a common thing ; (the 
leaſt is the price of blood.) gems. he love thee, and tha 
fo as never to take his loving kindneſs from thee ; yet he wil 
not let thee go altogether unpuniſhed : yea, the Lord ma 
hide from thee the ſenſe of his love, and make thee feel hi 
diſpleafure, even to the breaking of thy bones, Sc. For h 
muſt diſcountenance fin, and that for our good, as well as tt 
vindicate the honour of his righteoufiiths. - | 
Infer.. 4. You that acknowledge Gon's uprightneſs, an 
profeſs to be his children, convince the world of the truth « 
88 | | +1 
(3) Prov. iti. 17. z) Rom. vii. 12, 14. (a) Amos ni. 2. 
4 Numb. xx. 10, 12, (e) Deut. iti. ze. 
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h ar- our principles by your practice. Shew yourſelves to be his 
them, offspring by your likeneſs to him : * do juſtly, love mercy, 
deed, i: walk humbly.“ To © be blameleſs and harmleſs, and with- 

have WS: out rebuke (d), u is your beſt argument to refute the world's 
hem alumnies, and to prove yourſelves to be the ſons of Gop. 
men. S bew it alſo, by your juſtifying Gop, even while * he wraps 
ts, ot himſelf in a cloud ( #4 and his footſteps are not known ( f ).** 
ng to. He that owns not Gop's hand in every diſpenſement, diſowns 


Whis Sovereignty ;*and he that repines, denies his Righteouſneſs 3. 


acquit yourſelf in both. 
Infer. 5. Then let none ſtumble at preſent adminiſtrations, 


II de- nor admit of a ſiniſter or ſuſpicious thought touching this 
e, ad. Hnoly Lord Gov. The reaſon of his ways may be unknown, 
mand: WW but cannot be unjuft : he ſees through the dark cloud though 
t, andi you and I cannot. We know, the Lord doth not afli& wil- 


lingly (g), and his people are in heavineſs but for a ſeaſon, 
and if need be (): then ſurely * it is meet to be ſaid unto 


us al; Gor, I have born chaſtiſement zu (that is, my fin 
juſtice Wit for me, and I have no cauſe to complain) © I will offend no 
dardon ; more (i). Acknowledge his uprightneſs, and he will be 


mean gracious unto thee (49. And do it when thou canſt not ſee 
You the reaſon of his judgments, nor their tendency; taking it 
ave WF Gill for a rule, That all the ways of Gop ate perfect: no- 
ſes bi thing can be put to them, nor any thing taken from 
f Cal” them (/. It was a good reſolution in Job, That ® though 
t go he were righteous, yet would he not anſwer Gop; but make 
d hav” ſupplication to his judge (m): and though he ſhould flay 
ak nog” him, yet will he truſt in him (u) : and this he would do, 
« Jon even while he'thought he might maintain his own ways before 
I, ani him. a | | * 
[the Be patient therefore: * the coming of the Lord draweth 
1d tha © nigh (e), who will judge the world with righteouſneſs (p).* 


Let neither the wicked's proſperity, nor the daily chaſtenings 
of his own people be an offence to thee; go up“ into the 
* ſanctuary of Gop (49) :* there thou ſhalt know the end. It 
ſhall not always be carried thus; there will be a reckoning for 
the good things they had in * life-time; when thoſe _ 

2 2 | ve 


(4) Phil. ii. 15. (e) Job xxii. 13, 14. (/) Pſalm Ixxvii. 19. 
g) Lam. iti. 33. (+) 1 Pet. i. 6. (i) Job xxxiv. 31. 
% Chap, xxxiii. 24. ( Eccles. iii. 14, (in) Job ix. 15. 
(n) Chap. xüii. 15. (e) James v. 5. (8) Pſalm ix. 8. 

7) Pſalm Ixxiii. 17. 
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have lived in pleaſure will wiſh that their ſouls had been in 
thy ſoul's ſtead, under all its preſſures: and it ſhall be no] 
grief of heart to, thee, to remember thy © mortal and momen- 
5 tary ſufferings (r) u when thou ſeeſt ſuch © peaceable fruits 
* of righteouſneſs brought forth thereby (s): when thou ſhalt 
be wrapt up with an holy amazement, and ſhalt ſay in thy 
heart, I loſt my children, and was deſolate; a captive and 
removing to and iro; (had no abiding place) who hath be- 
5 gotten me theſe (t) l whence came they] what root ſprang 
they from] my © light afflictions were not worthy to be com- 
u pared with this glory (2) lu he will never repent that he 
ſowed in tears, who brings home his ſheafs with ſuch joy. 
But as you go along to this your bleſſed home, and ſweet Mi 
place of eternal reſt, it may be worth the while to ruminate 
ſuch ſcriptures as theſe : * Though a ſinner do evil an hundred | 
times, and his days be prolonged, (he goes unpuniſhed) yet 
« ſurely it ſhall be well with them that fear God : but it ſhall 
1 not. be well with the wicked (x) : Verily, there is a reward 
A for the righteous : Verily, he is a Gop who judgeth in the 
th(y). And his judgment is according to truth (z); 
5 and bleſſed are they that wait for him (a).? x | 
Infer. 6. Laſtly, all the objections that are brought againſt 
the doctrine of Election's abſoluteneſs, perſonality, and eter- 
_ nity; the peculiarity of redemption ; the efficacious predomi- 
nance of grace in calling; and believers invincible perſeve- 
rance in faith and holineſs, would all be diſbanded and ſent to 
their on place, were this one truth (which none in words 
will deny) but truly believed and received, in love ; namely, 
« That Gop hath an abſolute right of dominion over his, 
cc creatures, to diſpoſe and determine of them as ſeemeth him 
good; and that in the doing thereof he cannot but do 


«© right.”.;,.--;; 
And fo I come to the matter firſt intended. 


) Rom. viii. 18. (s) Heb. xii. 18. 
(i) Iſa. xlix. 21. Chap, Ix, (a) 2 Cor. iv. 17. 
(+) Eccles. viii. 12, 13. (3) Pſalm viii. 11. 
(z; Rom ii. 2 (a) Iſa. xxx. 18. 


CTC LECET THO. MN 


of ELECTION. 


x9 HE doftrine of Election containeth the whole 
1 T { ſum and ſcope of the goſpel; and our minds, if 


J honeſtly ſubdued to the doctrine of Gop's Sove- 
weet [/ reignty, cannot be employed about a more excel- 
inate R j ent ſubject. It is called, The foundation of God; 
dred got only becauſe of the Supereminency of it, but as a founda- 
yet Won of his laying, which Gop himſelf is the author of, and 
ſhall e alone; and the baſis whereof is himſelf: it is that founda- 
ward on which ſtandetk ſure,” and keeps them all ſure who ſtand 


pon it. 8 gt 5190 
ELECTION. is the pitching of everlaſting love, or the 
ood pleaſure of Gop, chooſing and decreeing to eternal life: 


ainſt is the great charter of heaven, Gop's ſpecial and free- grace 
eter- ed of gift to his choſen ones, made over in truſt unto Jeſus 
mi- hriſt, for their uſe and benefit. Now, in deeds of gift (to 
ſeve · ake them authentic) there muſt be inſerted the name of 
it to e donor, or perſon that gives, the, name of the donee, or per- 
ords dn to whom, the quality and extent of the thing that is given, 
[ely, e time when it was done, the conſideration that moved. 

his jereto; and in caſe of impotency, it is uſual and neceſſary to 
him dain ſome friend as Feoffee in truſt, who is to ſtand ſeized or 
: do fNefſed of the gift for the donee's uſe? all which are evidently 


und in ſcripture Election, and may be ſummed into this pro- 
pfition. Sd 


Prop.“ That there is a peculiar people, who were per- 
«* ſonally choſen of Gop, in Chriſt, according to his own 
good pleaſure, and ordained to eternal life, before the 
„world began.” = is 


Before I come to a downright proof of the propoſition, T 
all firſt explain the terms, and then produce ſome inſtances 
a lower kind of election, ſcil. to matters gf a lower concern, 

WERE 2 D 3 than 


Of 
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than that of eternal life ; which yet may be reckoned a type 
and ſhadow of it. | 

I. For explanation. This word [peculiar] denotes the ex- 
emption or privileging of a perſon or thing from the power of 
another, .in whoſe juriſdiction it was or ſeemed to be: it ſome- 
times ſignifies riches or ſubſtance, which is of a man's own if 
proper getting, by labour and induſtry: it is alſo uſed to de- 
nominate ſuch a part of a man's inheritance as he keeps in his 
own hands; which our law calls his demeſne lands. In all 
which reſpects, the elect are aptly termed a peculiar people: 
for, (1.) Though Satan be prince of the world, and rules on 
every ſide; yet, as touching the elect, it is but an uſurped and if 
temporary juriſdiction that he hath over them: they do, in- 
_ deed, belong to another prince, to whom their chief Lord hath 
given them; who therefore (in the appointed time) will reſcue 
them from that uſurpation. (2.) They are the Lord's trea- 
ſure or inheritance, obtained by labour indeed, with ſweat and 
blood; than which nothing is more a man's own, nor hardlier 
parted with: ſuch was the portion beſtowed by Jacob on his 
beloved Joſeph, * even that which he got with his ſword, and 
with his bow,” Gen. xIviii. 22. And (3.) They are the Lord's © 
demeſnes : he keeps them in his own hands, tenders them as 
the apple of his eye, and will not betruſt them in the hands of 
others : no, not of their own ſelves. 

[Choſen or elected: ] the proper import of the word is, to 
ſelect, or make choice of one or more, out of a greater num- 
ber. [Perſonally choſen] that is, they were ſingled forth, or 
pitched upon by name: and choſen (in Chriſt) or into Chriſt, 
as their head and mediator ; that being in him, all the grace 
and glory they were choſe unto might be rightfully theirs, and 
accordingly applied to them. 33 

[To ordain] is the fame here as to predeſtinate, appoint, 
prepare, decree, or fore · determine of things to come; which 
was in ſuch manner done, that the event always has, does, aud 
ever ſhall, juſtly ſucceed, according to deſignment. In this 
ſenſe men cannot be ſaid to predeſtinate, becauſe they cannot 
(with any certainty) determine of things not yet in being: 
but all things were preſent with Gop from eternity, and his 

ecree the cauſe of their after- exiſtence. 

By [eternal life] I underſtand, not only the ſaints actual poſ- 
ſeſſion of bleſſedneſs and glory; which conſiſts in their perfes 
conformity to Gop, and union with him, (according to "i 
xviith 
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viith of John) but alſo, whatever is requiſite thereto, by way 
of right preparation, or othetwiſe : wherein are comptiſed, the 
mediation of Chriſt, effectual calling, and final perſeverance 
in faith and holineſs; which are indeed but ſo many parts or 
ſubdiviſions of Election: Ye: have them all copjoined in one 
verſe, both as appropriate to the ſame perſons, and as being in-- 
ſeparable, in Ja. Ixii. 12. where thoſe for whom the high-way 
is caſt up, are termed, * the holy people zu there is their Elec- 
tion: the * redeemed of the Lord; that is plainly their re- 
demption : they are alſo ſaid to be © ſought out; which im- 


a type 


Ne ex- 
ver of 
ſome- 
5 own 8 
to de- 
in his 
In all 
eople: 


les on WM ports their effectual calling: and * a city not to be forſaken,” 
d and which implies not leſs than perſeverance. And they are here 
D, in- put in ſucceſſion, as they fall in order of time: Election is 
d hath therefore called, * a preparing unto glory (a).“ FRY 
reſcue [Before the world began.) The ſame thing for brevity fake. 


trea- 
at and 
rdlier 


is commonly called eternity, and in ſcripture-phraſe, from ever- 
laſting. | | r 2 
[According to his own good pleaſure.] This ſhews the root 


2n his of Election; the great bottom- ground on which it is foundce, 
, and <xcluſive to all things elſe, as being any way caufal, contribu- 


Lord's 
m as 
ads of 


tary or motive thereto, | 

II. For inſtances vf a lower kind of election: conſider here ' 
God's chooſing or deſtinating certain perſons by name, (and 
ſome of them before they were born) to ſignal and eminent 


is, to ſervice in the world; wherein they were patterns of the Elec- 
num-W tion we are treating of, and may well be accounted a collateral 
th, ot proof and evidence of it. | We 

hriſt, Abraham was pitched upon, to be the root and father of 


God's peculiar people; whom he would own and honour above 
the nations of the world; and that in him all families of the 
* earth ſhall be bleſſed (%): which contains a promiſe, that the 
Meſſias, or Saviour of the world, ſhould come of his poſterity : 
a wonderful high honour ; but, what was there in Abraham, 
that might move Gop thus to prefer him above the reſt of his 
kindred? was he any thing more to GoD, or had he ſerved 
him better, than other idolaters with whom he lived? no, in 


grace 
„ and 
zoint, | 
vhichi8 


anno! | 
eing no wiſe; and yet the Lord ſingled him forth, and called him 
d his alone (c). And, in truth, no other reafon can be given for it, 


than what is given for his love to Abraham's poſterity : * He 


| poſ- loved them becauſe he loved them (d). Nor was he pitched 
erfec | D 4 upon 
» the la) Rom. ix. 23. 7) Gen. xii. 1—3. 
vüth (c) Iſa. Ii. 2. (4 Deut. vii. 7, 8. 


[ 
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upon to be the father * of many nations,” nor Sarah to be the 
mother of them, .for any natural fruitfulneſs in them aboye 


others: for Abraham's body was now dead, and Sarah, beſides 


her natural barrenneſs, was paſt the age of child-bearing ; which 
occaſioned her to laugh at the th. 4 for who, indeed, would 
make choice of a dryed ſtock and barren foil to begin his nur- 
ſery with? in ſuch materials there is nothing to induce to it. 
2 The ſame courſe he was pleaſed to take with Abraham's 
immediate ſeed : he takes not all of them; but, © in Iſaac ſhall 
5 thy ſeed be called (e).“ Thus Iſaac was taken, and Iſhmael 
left. And though Abraham's prayer was heard for Iſhmael, 
ſo as to have him bleſſed with outward things; yet as to the 
main thing, Gop rejects him, and reſolves to & eſtabliſh his 
covenant with Iſaac (J), who was yet unborn, 1 
Ihe like alſo he doth by Iſaac's children.“ Jacob he loved, 
„ but Eſau he hated (g):“ which is both the prophet's and 
apoſtle's expoſition of thoſe words, The elder ſhall ſerve the 
5 younger (+): and this difference was put before they were 
born; yea, and entailed alſo upon their poſterities : the one 
are © the-people of his wrath, againſt whom he hath indigna- 


* tion for ever (i): their captivity ſhall not return. When 
u the whole earth rejoiceth, they ſhall be deſolate, .&c, (4): 


3 but for Jacob, the Lord will bring them back to theic own 


land, and plant them, and build them aſſuredly; and do 


them good with his whole heart (1). But let it be obſerved, 


it was not Jacob's more worthy demeanour, whether foreſeen 


or ated, that procured him the bleſſing. Eſau did more for 
it than he, and more ſincerely: he hunted for veniſon, and for 
true veniſon, ſuch as his father loved; which he alſo makes 
ready, and brings with ſpeed, big with expectarion of his bleſs- 
ing; which alſo he ſeeks importunately, “ with tears and bit- 
5: ter crying (m).“ Now, what good things does Jacob do to 
inherit the blefling ? 1. He goes about to invade another's 
right; for the blefling belonged to the firſt- born. 2. He ſeeks 
to pervert. the known intention of his father, which was to 
bleſs Eiau. 3. He abuſeth his father with counterfeit veniſon. 
4. He takes the name of Gop in vain, to make his diſpatch 
the more probable (n). 5. He ſeeks it by fraud and down- 
. | ri 
J) Chap. xvii. q. hy 
(4) Gen. xxv. 23. 
(4) Ezek. xxxv. 3, 14. 
ln) Gen, xxvii. 4, 5, 38. 


(e) Gen. xxi. 12. 

g Mal. i. 2, 3. Rom. ix. 
( Mal. i. 4+ 8 
(/) Jer, xxxi. 37, 41. 

) Gen. xxvil. 28. 
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he right lying: he cloaths his neck and hands with the kid's ſkin, 
ye and roundly affirms himſelf to be Eſau; (very improper means 
les to obtain a bleſſing I) it need not be aſked, which of the two's 
ch deportment was moſt deſerving ? one would eaſily conclude the 
ald bleſſing to be Efau's ; but ſee the event! he that carries him- 
ne ſelf unworthily carries away the bleſſing; he that behaves him- 
95 ſelf dutifully to obtain it is diſmiſs'd without it: and though his 
n's father bleſſed Jacob unwittingly, and by miſtake, yet when he 
all came to know it, he was fo far from reverſing what he had 
ael done, that he earneſtly affirms it; * I have bleſſed him; yea, 
el, and he ſhall be bleſſed (%. Would we know, now, the rea- 
he ſon of this ſtrange and (according to men) irrational event? 
his jt was, ve the purpoſe of Gop according to election might 
*. ſtand, (the elder muſt ſerve the younger) * not of works, but 
ed, u of him that calleth (p).“ And it is wonderful to obſerve how 
nd Gop ordered the whole courſe of this tranſaction, as intending 
he it a full and pregnant example of eternal election: for it holds 
ere forth plainly the Sovereignty of Gop over his creatures, in 


ne taking whom he will; the freeneſs of his grace in chooſing 
la- thoſe that are leſs deſerving; the ſure effect of his purpoſes, 
en with his wife and certain ordering of things relating to his end; 
') :- ss alſo of his uſing of means and inſtruments therein, quite be- 


vn ſides the natural ſcope of them, and contrary to their own in- 
do | tendment. ö | 


ed, Then for the Iſraelites: This people the Lord choſe in 
en Abraham four hundred years before he publickly owned them : 
for Ml they are*expreſsly termed, „ an elect nation,” as being ſepa- 
for rated from the reſt of the world; © an holy, ſpecial, peculiar 
ceS people unto Gon.” He took them for * his own portion, 
ſs- „the lot of his inheritance :* read his -own. words (for they 
it- are precious words with thoſe to whom they appertain,) e 


to ſhall be holy unto me; for I have ſevered you from other 
r's Il © people, that ye ſhould be mine (9). The Lord thy Gon 
ks bath choſen thee to be a ſpecial people unto himſelf, above 
to all people that are on the face of the earth (r). The Lord 


In. # this day hath avouched thee to be his peculiar people, and to 
ch ” make thee high above all nations (s). The Lord had a de- 
n- light in thy fathers to love them, and he choſe their ſeed after 
ht them, even you above all people (t), c.“ But were 2 
1 far 
(e) Gen. xxvii. 33. (p) Rom. ix. rr, 
(g) Lev. xx. 26. (-) Deut. vii. 6. 


(-) Chap. xvi, 18, 19. (1) Chap. x. 15. 
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far above other nations in goodneſs, in greatneſs, or excellent 
demeanour ? had they better improved their part in the common 
Nock ? and was that it which intitled them to this honout } 
no ſuch matter; as appears, (I.) By the reaſon there affigned 
* Ye ſhall be a peculiar treaſure unto me, aboye all people, 
for all the earth is mine (u). Ju It is as if the Lord had ſaid, 
there is no difference between you and other nations; all the 
earth is mine, and I may take where I will; Jam not tied to 
any; I might take of them, and diſcard you; they cannot carty 
it more unworthily than you have done, and will do; I looked 
from heaven; and conſidered their works and yours; I ſee that 
your hearts are faſhioned alike. And, {2.) Their after-de- 
meanour did abundantly verify it; and the Lord forefaw it; 
I knew that thou wouldſt deal treacherouſly, and waſt called 
3 à tranſgreſſor from the womb; that thou wouldſt be 
5 obſtinate, thy neck an iron ſinew, and thy brow braſs ; and 
that thou wü e only evil from thy youth up, &c. (x)," 
What then Was the cauſe or motive of Gop's chooſing them 
above others? it was his undeſerved love and favour to them 

loved them becauſe he loved them (). a 
e to David: Gop hath provided himſelf a king amon! 
_ s ſons, and Samuel muſt go to anoint him: but it mul 
him whom the Lord ſhould name to him: not the eldeſt 
oodlieſt perſon ; and therefore, ſays he, (when they paß 
before him) * the Lord hath not choſen this, nor this, nor 
5 thefe, but David.” It is true, the Lord did not mentidn Da- 
vid's name to Samuel; but he did what was equivalent : for 
when David comes in, he tells him, “ This is he, anoint 
5 him (z). And obſerve, this [he] was the youngeſt, the 
meaneſt, and moſt unlikely ; ſcarce reckoned as one of the fa- 
mily ; for he was not brought in amongſt the reſt. Then, note 
his circumſtances; his employment was to keep the ſheep: 
his exerciſe, what was it but ſuch as is reckoned effeminate! 
he addicted himſelf to muſic. See alſo his complexion or con- 
Kitution of body, white and ruddy; no promiſing character of 
a martial ſpirit : and yet this man (or rather this lad and ftrip- 
ling) thus qualified, and thus educated, he muſt be the captain of 
the Lord's hoſt; who yet had the greateſt enemies to deal with, 
and therefore had need of a man of courage and conduct to be 
over them. Well, let David's birth, complexion, employment, 
"education, 

{u) Excd. xix 1 (* Iſa. xlvili 4, 8. Jer. xxxii. 39. 

{-y) Deut. vii. 8, and ix 4. (x) 1 Sam. xvi. 1, 12. | 
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education, be what it will, never ſo unlikely in all human re- 
ſpects, yet this David is, and muſt be the man whom the Lord 
will honour to rule his people, to fight their battles, and to do 
exploits. In this choice the Lord was pleaſed to ſet by what- 
ever is taking with men: * he ſeeth not as man ſeeth,® that is, 
he regards not men for their natural accompliſhments : if far 
any thing, it muſt be (probably) for ſome excellent endowment 
of the mind; and that of wiſdom is of as weighty conſideration 
in the choice of a prince, as any other: but this is no inducement 
or motive to GoD; * he reſpects not any that are wiſe in 
u heart (a) :* and if he did, it was not here to be had. David 
had no prince- like qualities above his brethren, until after- 
wards; as is plainly intimated in theſe words, * the ſpirit of 
u the Lord came upon him from that day forward (5). 

Then for Jeremy :—The Lord ordains him to be a prophet, 
ſets him over nations” and kingdoms, commiſhonates him to 
root out and pull down, to build and to plant, &c, why? what 
had Jeremy done, that the Lord ſhould call him to fo imperial 
a work ? ſure no great matter; for this he was ordained to 
before he was born; * Before I formed thee in the belly I 
* knew thee; I ſanctiſied thee, and ordained thee a propher :* 
it alſo appears by his own confeſſion how unmeet he was for 
ſuch a work, and how unwilling ; © I cannot ſpeak, for I am 
* a child (c). Ele | : 

Another inſtance may be Cyrus: This man was decreed to 
a great and noble work. It was, in brief, to deſtroy the golden 
monarchy ; to break in pieces the hammer of the whole earth; 
' releaſe Gon's people out of captivity, and to build his tem- 
ple; and this was propheſied of him more than an hundred 
years before Cyrus was born. The Lord ſtiles him his anointed, 
his ele, his ſhepherd, and one that ſhould * perform all his 
„ picaſure :% and he calls him by his name too; which is 
twice repeated, as a thing to be remarked : and to enforce it 
the more, he adds a note of narrower obſervance; © I have 
called thee, even thee, by thy name (d).“ 

Was Cyrus thus choſen, becauſe he would be a puiſſant 
prince? or did the Lord make him puiſſant and victorious, be- 
cauſe appointed to ſuch a work ? hear what the Lord himſelf 
(who beſt knows the ground of his own deſignation) ſays of 
bim: * Thus faith the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, whoſe 

| right 


(a). Job xxxvii. 24. (5) 1 Sam. xvi. 13. 
8. and xiv, 1, 2, 3 4, 5. 6, 13+ 
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le) Jer. i. 5, 6. (4) Iſa. xliv. 2 
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* right hand I have holden,” (that is, I gave him ſtrength, and 
taught him how to uſe it) * will looſe the loins of kings, 
and open to him the two-leaved gates; I will go before him; 
& —[ will break in pieces the gates of braſs, and cut in ſunder 
the bars of iron, &c,” But what ſhall Cyrus have done that 
the great Gop ſhould do him this honour ? be did not ſo much 


as „der the Lord; which alſo is twice repeated, as a matter 


* our obſervation, Ia. xlv. 1—5. 
ly, Paul: — The Lord from heaven commiſſionates him 
his preacher general amon 05 the Gentiles; to bear his name 
before kings; to maul and ranſack the devil's kingdom; and 
to turn the world upſide down: witneſs his doings at Epheſus, 
Athens, and other places, And this he was called to, even 
while in the heat of his perſecuting fury againſt that name 
which now he is ſent to preach : and. that there was no motive 
on Paul's part, himſelf is witneſs ; where ſpeaking of that his 
call, he aſcribes it to the pleaſure and power of Gop, as much 
as he doth his natural birth, Gal. i. 15. The original of all 
which is couched” in that word; 15 He i is a choſen veſlel unto 
me, * As ix. 15. 
I might alſo bring in the ſtories of Samſon, Joſi ah, John 
Baptiſt, and others, to the ſame effect, but that time would 
fail. Now theſe inſtances may not be valued as hiſtorical re: 
lations only, (that would be too narrow a meaning for them) 
but according to the ſcripture way of inferring, and i improvin 
to ſpiritual uſes; and ſo they will 1 be a good preparatory . 
of the buſineſs in hand. For if there be an Election perſonal 
unto things of leſs eminent concernment, and that ſo long bo- 


fore ſome of the perſons were in being: if alſo there be an ab- 


ſoluteneſs in Gop's decrees concernin theſe; how much 
more in matters of eternal weight ! ab if the Lord did not 
look out of himſelf for the moving conſideration on which he 
ſelected thoſe perſons to their ſeveral honours and atchieve- 
ments, (and if he had, he ſhould have found none) much leſs 
can election to eternal ſalvation, and union with himſelf, be 
founded in the creature. Doth Gop take care for oxen ? from 
the leſs to the greater is a ſcriptural way of arguing, and As 
ſtrongly, 95 

I come how to a more direct and poſitive proving the pro- 


* 


poſition; wherein my preſent ſcope is not ſo much to prove 


that there is an Election, as what this election is; namely, 


how it is qualified and circumſtantiated: and this reſpects the 
objects 


obje 
Anc 
on t 
the 


* 


objects of Election, with the manner, time, and motives of ĩt · 
And yet, as introductive to theſe, it may be expedient to touch 
on the other: and ſo (fof the clearer diſcuſſion thereof) I caft 
the propoſition into {ix branches. * 


I. That there is an Election of men to ſalvation. 
II. That this Election is abſolute. | 
III. That it is perſonal. | 

IV. That it is from eternity. hs 

V. That the ele& were choſen in Chriſt. 

VI. That Election is founded upon grace. 


Theſe being made good by poſitive ſcripture, or arguments 
taken thence, it will not much concern us what is alledged to 
the contrary, They are of the deep things of Gon, and diſ- 
coverable only by ſcripture light, and therefore in vain are they 
brought to any other touchſtone; for © who hath known the 
mind of the Lord, or can, but as himſelf hath been pleaſed to 
reveal it ? ee e | . 

I. There is an Election of men to ſalvation. 


That is, there are ſome, à certain remnant, that ſhall be 
aved ; and this by virtue of Election. | 

This is clearly implied in thoſe noted and compendious ſen- 
ences, * veſſels of mercy, afore prepared unto glory (e): the 
election hath obtained (7): the Lord added to the Church 
' ſuch as ſhould be faved (g): and as many as were ordained 
to eternal life believed (+) :* but more expreſsly in Rom. xi. 5. 
There is a remnant according to the election of grace: 
Theſs. v. 9. * God hath not appointed us unto wrath, but 
to obtain ſalvation :” and 2 Theſs. ii. 13. God hath from 
the beginning choſen you to ſalvation, &c,% And theſe are 
alled the Ele&ion, or party of elect ones; as thoſe circum- 
iſed, are called the circumciſion : and the angels that ſtood, 
re diſtinguiſhed from thoſe that fell, by the title of elect. 
hey are alſo ſaid to be choſen veſſels, and veſſels of mercy; 
s thoſe that are left, veſſels of wrath, and ſons of perdition : 
he ſcripture ſtill ſets them forth by diſtinguiſhing characters. 
1. As a party ſeparate from the world, I (fays Chriſt) 
have choſen you out of the world (i): I pray not for the 


world, but for them which thou haſt given me (c); and they -_- 


are 
) Rom. ix, 3. (/) Rom. xi 7. (g) Ads i. 47. 
% Adds xiii. 48. (i) John xv. 19. (+) Chap. xvii. 9. 
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are not of the world, even as I am not of the world (): na 
* unto you it is given to know the myſtery of the kingdom df 
* GoD ; but unto them without all things are done in para. pla 
u bles (n). U Of. Jacob and Eſau, (who were an evident type of Ml = t 
this ſeparation} it is ſaid to Rebekah, * two nations are in th of 
* womb; and two manner of people (n): and of Jacob's po- an: 
ſterity, © the people ſhall dwell alone, and ſhall not be reckoned rer 
among the nations ():“ and ® this people (ſays Gop) have bee 
* formed for myſelf (y): theſe are the people of his holineſs; 
the reſt are adverſaries (9). | 
2. As men of andther race, or kindred ; and as ſpringing | 
from another root. We are of Gop, and the whole world inc 
* lieth in wickedneſs (7) :* (or in that wicked one as their root de; 
and head :) * He that is of Gop, heareth Gop's words; fro 
u therefore hear them not, becauſe ye are not of God (). The ne! 
one party are ſaid to be * children of light,“ the other of the ten 
night (t): the one of Gop, the other of the world (u): the thi 
one is from above, the other from beneath (x): God is the thi 
father of the one, the devil of the other (y). | kin 
3. As men ſubject to another head. We are thine, * (ſaß wa 
the church to Gop) * thou never beareſt rule over them ( | Hh: 
| all that the father giveth me® (faith Chriſt) u ſhall come wil * C 
| me (a): my ſheep hear my voice; I know them, and they tio! 
| 


* follow me; and a ſtranger they will not follow (6) : and ] 
f this becauſe © one is their maſter, even Chriſt (c): of others, ¶ is t 
4 he ſaith, that they * will not come unto him (4). The one is 
k party are followers of lamb, the other of the prince oi mit 
þ darkneſs, led captive by him at his will. of. 
4. As belonging to another world. *The good ſeed are the kin 
| u children of the kingdom (e) zu and they are diſtinguiſhed from ble 
i the children of this world, as a party * accounted worthy to wh 
„ obtain the world to come (F) : and accordingly we find he 
that none are admitted into the new Jeruſalem but * hoe the 
names were found written in the book of life (g) :* and whose cou 

e name cou 


* 


g 3 | it 1 

Chap. xvii 16. (] Mark iv. 11. (=) Gen. xxv. 23. lea. 
(o) Numb. xxiii. 9. (9) Iſa. xlii. 21. (g) Chap Ixiii. 18. ven 
2 Net. . G. (7) 1 John v. 19. {s) John viii. 47. wy 
t) 1 Theſs. v. 5. (7) 1 John iv. 4. 5,6. (x) John viii. 23. f | 
(5) Chap. viii. 41, 42, 44. () Iſa. Ixili. 19. (a) Johnvi 37. "4 
(5) John vi 37, (e) Matt. xxiii 8. % John v. 40. en 
* Matt. xiii. 18. V/) Luke xx. 35. (g) Rev. xxi. 27. pon 


name © ſoever was not written there, was caſt-into the lake of : 
s fire (5). On the ſame account Judas is ſaid to go to his own 
place (i); and the elect into * the kingdom prepared for 
them (T). I ſhall bring but one only argument for proof 
of this branch, (and it is of that weight that there needs not 
another) namely, that except the Lord bad thus reſerved a 
remnant, no fleſh had been ſaved : the whole world would have 
been as Sodom, 1/2. i. 9. kay 7; 
II. Election is abſolute, ape; 
In this Fe two things of great import, irrevocableneſs and 
independency.. The decree is irrevocable on Gop's part, and in- 
dependent as to human performances. The Lord will not go back 
from his purpoſe to ſave his people; nor ſhall their unworthi- 
neſs or averſeneſs make void, or hinder his moſt gracious in- 
tendment. And hence thoſe various expreſſions of the ſame 
thing, namely, predeſtinate, ordain, prepare, appoint, have no- 
thing ſubjoined that is like a conditional. ere. is indeed 2 
kind of conditions. (or rather qualifications) that muſt, and al- 
vays do, precede the final compleatment of Election; as ui re-- 
1 u pentance towards Gop, and faith towards our Lord Jeſus 
me o Chriſt: which therefore may be called conditionals of ſalva- 
tion; but not ſo to Election. WI” 
Election is the great fundamental inſtitute of the goſpel: it 
is that which in human ſtates is called the ſupreme law; which 
is both irreverſible in itſelf, and requires that all inferior ad- 
miniſtrations may be accommodated thereto : ſo the ſalvation 
of God's ele& being the higheſt law of the heavenly ftate and 
kingdom, muſt on the ſame (and firmer) ground remain inviola- 
ble. It is that for which all things elſe have their being: the plot 
whereby Gap deſigns to himſelf the higheſt glory, and for which 
he hath been at ſuch coſt, that, ſhould his deſignment miſcarry, - 
the whole creation could not countervail the damage. He 
could not therefore, {for Gop cannot deny himſelf ) 1 ſay, he 
could not ſo contrive the grandeſt deſign of his glory, as that 
| it ſhould* ever need to be revoked or altered: nor could he 
3. leave it obnoxious to diſappointment; as it muſt have been, if 


18. ventured on a created bottom: yea, it behoved him, as ſu- 
7. preme lawgiver, fo to determine and ſubjugate all, that the: 
Zo great end of all might remain infruſtrable. And thus anv pru- 
7. dent founder of a ſtate would do, if the utmoſt of his ſkill and 
7. power would extend to it: but from their defectiveneſs in 


g | theſe, 
(5) Chap. xx. 15. (i) Ach i. 25, (i) Matt. xxv. 35. 
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theſe, the beſt founded Rates upon earth are ſubje& to muta: 
tion: princes die, and their thoughts periſh ; their minds alter 
and depart from their firſt intendments ; ſucceflors drive a con- 
trary intereſt; unlooked for accidents entangle them; foreign 
enemies encroach upon them, and obſtruct their work: or the 
people's own folly may be ſuch, as to marr and defeat the beſt 
laid deſigns for their own good. Human affairs are expoſed to a 
thouſand incidents, which human prudence can neither pre- 
vent nor provide againſt, But with God it is not ſo: no 
event can be new to him: * He declares the end from the be- 
* pinning (1) :* his judgment and purpoſe cannot alter; “ he 
is of one mind, and who can turn him (n): he is alſo im- 
mortal, and * the thoughts of his heart ſtand faſt to all genera- 
* tions (u) : no creature can ſeclude itſelf from his govern- 
ment; In his hand is the ſoul of every living thing (0) :* 
yen, the moſt caſual (to us) and oppoſite emergencies, are by 
is power and wiſdom reducible to his purpoſe, and cannot re- 


fiſt their being made ſubſervient to his will. And this may be 


one reaſon, why Election is ſo often ſaid to be“ from the be- 
*ginning, “ and * from the foundation of the world,” namely, 


to ſhew that whatever ſhould be in time, ſhould be ſubordinate 


to Election. which is all one as to make it abſolute. And fur- 
ther, this abſoluteneſs may be evinced by ſuch arguments as 
theſe, | | 
Arg. I. If Election were not abſolute, it would be but after 
the covenant of works: which being conditional, how ſoon. 
was it broken, even by one who had power to keep it! and if 
man in that honour did not abide in it, how ſhould he now, 
when ſo ftrong a bias is grown upon his heart, that he runs 
counter ever ſince (p)? «If there had been a law given that 
could have given life, righteouſneſs ſhould have been by the 
* law (9): which ſhews, that the new covenant does more 
for us than the old; for it giveth life; and then it muſt give 


the performance of the condition which that life depends 


upon: it alſo ſhews that the firſt covenant did not give life, 
and that it failed becauſe it was conditional. The law ſhews 
our duty, but giveth not wherewith to perform it : the new co- 
venant doth both, by writing the law in the heart. All under 
the covenant of works, are without Gop, without Chriſt, and 


without. 


„J Ia. xlvi. 10. {m) Job xxiii 13, 
(n) Pſalm xxxlil, 11. {9) Job xii. 10, 
(p) Gen. vi. 5. (q) Gal. iii. 21. 


/ + p E L E. Q oY, 1 0 N. EY. A $1 


without hope (r); and this, decauſe ſtrangers to the covenant 
of grace, or grace of election. If therefore the elect ſhall he 
in a better condition than before g; their election muſt be ab- 


ſolute : and that it might be ſo, the new covenant was made 
with Chriſt on their behalf; and is d that grace given us in 
him before the world began (2). ) 8 
Arg II. Election muſt be abſolute; becauſe whatever can 
be ſuppoſed the condition of it, is à part of the thing itſelt: 
much like that promiſe of GO to Abraham, To thy. ſeed 
« will I give this land (). In which promiſe the Lord under- 
takes as well to give Abraham a ſeed to inherit that land, as 
that land to his- ſeed: and accordingly we- find that the next 
head of that ſeed was born by virtue of the promiſe (#4) : ſo the 
whole courſe and ſeries of things conducing to the fink]. ac- 
compliſhment of Election is included in it, and aſcertained by 
it; and that with ſuch firmneſs and ſecutity, as if the end it- 
ſelf had been attained, when the decree was made ; as, namely, 
redemption from ſin, effectual calling; and perſeverance to 
glory; (of which more fully under thoſe heads:) which alſo 
jeems to be the meaning of the apoſtle, where he makes eter- 
nal life ĩtſelf to be the fubſtance of the promiſe ( ).. 
Arg. III. It muſt be abſolute, becauſe by ſuch an Election 
only can ſalvation be inſured. This bottom Adam had not 
in his primitive ſtate: he was made upright, but his conti- 
nuing in that ſtate, depended upon bis well uſing of what he 
had, without any additional help. In him may be ſeen the 
utmoſt that created grace, of itſelf, can do, even in a ſtate of 
perfection; unto which being left, how ſoon did he degene- 
rate, and come to ruin? and all his poſterity would have run 
the ſame courſe, if placed in his ſtead; as we know they have 
done, (one by one) notwithſtanding all the helps which are 
given in common unto men. And it is no wonder, ſince now 
they have ſo ſtrong a bent unto evil, which Adam had not. 
And if there be any advantage caſt in, (which ſome do affirm, 
and call it the new covenant) the more is our doctrine con- 
firmed: for the more belps they have, if yet they fall ſhort, 
(as they do) the more evident it is, that nothing 1h ſuch 
an Election will ſecure them. An example of this we have in 


the old world ; who, by all * natural ingenioſity, and long 
f lives 
(+) Fphes. ii. 12. 6) 2 Tim. i. 9. Titus i. 2. 
) Gen. ali. 7. (2) Gal, iv. 23, 28, . 4 


(x) l John ii. 25. 


2 A PRACTICAL DISCOURSE OF 


grew from bad to worſe, until all * the imaginations of theit 


Lord (2), in the ſame ſenſe- that Paul obtained mercy (6); 


* with them (c) zu and yet the generality of them ſo bai 
u that they juſtified their lifter Sodom (%% Ag! 


c 


_ 1.45 mercies of David, recorded in the lyth of Ifaiah': it is * 


mens Election, as of Chriſt's. That man, or human bod 
which the ſecond perfon was to aſſume and unite to himſel 


as, namely, if he ſhould fulfil all righteouſneſs, deſtroy th 
devil, diſſolve his works, and make atonement for ſin ; for thel 
he could not have done without that union: and that bis of 
dination thereto was abſolute, appears by Heb. x. 5. A bod 
haſt thou prepared me, M and Lule i. 35. * That boly thin 
* which ſhall be born of thee; ſhall be called the fon of Gon 
Matt. i 21. He ſhall fave his people from their ſins.” “ 


lives to improve it, together with Noah's ſixſcore: years preach. 
ing, and the Spirit's ſtriving, were not led unto Gon, but ſtil 


efs, 
df 


hearts were only evil, and that continually ( y).% And this wa 
not the caſe only of fotne; but of the whole race univerſalhyj; Nec. 
1 all fleſh had corrupted his way (z) * It is true, that Noa! | 
was found righteous ; and as true it is, that Election was it 
that made him fo. Noah“ found grace in the eyes of the 


ſeil. By merey's obtaining, or taking hold of him. It my 
alſo be ſeen in the people of Iſrael; who, over and above the e 2 
common, or natural grace, had many helps and additions thu 
others had not: „the Lord dealt not ſo with any nation 


The firſt covenant thus failing, ſuch was the grace of oi 
- Lord (foreſeeing it) as to determine of a ſecond, or new cot. 
nant ; by which he would fix and ſecure a remnant, and tha 
infallibly: and hence it is termed, The covenant of grace, x 
not depending at all upon works; and this is that grace tha 
ſaves, and * reigns to eternal life (e).“ And theſe are the ſu deen 


abſoluteneſs of it chat makes it a better covenant, | 
Arg. IV. There is the ſame reaſon for the :bſoluteneſod 


was not ordained to that union upon any condition whatever 


- which places the abſoluteneſs of the decree for that mar don: 


being united to the ſon of Gop, is evidently ſet forth. A 
that our Election (as to this circumſtance of it) holds propos 
tion with that of Chriſt, ye ſhall ſee more fully afterward 


Take only (at preſent) thoſe gracious words, which, doubt 
leb 
6 Gen. vi 8 | (z) Chap. vi 12. | (a) Ver. 8. 
(6) Tim. 3. 16. (0 Pſalm cxlvii. 19, 20. 
(d) Ezek. xv1. 51. % Rom. v. 21. Ephes, ii. 5, 8. 


. E. L. E. 9 0 N. 53 
eſs, he uttered with great ſatisraction to himſelf in the xviith 
df John, is Thou haſt loved thou as thou haſt loved me, u 
. 

Arg. V. It was ; requiſite that EleQion ſhould be abſolute, 
— of the abſoluteneſs of Gopꝰ's dectee touching the death 
pf his ſon, unto which he was x e unrepealably ( Hr 
ind all that he ſaved before he ſuffered, were ſaved on the credit 
ff that decree” (gs). T he ſcripture alſo favs plainly, that © he was 


reach. 
ut ſtill 
f their 
n * 
"ta 
New 
was it 


of the 


y (6); the lamb ſlain from the foundation of the world (þ),% and that 
t mac was not poſſible that cup ſhould paſs from him (i). And if it 
e thei e 2 thing below the prudence of men, to lay down the price 
15 thul without ſecuring the purchaſe: then, ſurely, the wiſdom of God 


ould not determine the death of his ſon for mens falvation, and 
and yet leave the ſalvation of thoſe very men at an-uncertainty 
hich it muſt have been, if their Election were not abſolute. 
Arg. VI. Laſtly, It might alſo, be argued from the nature of 
ivine promiſes z, which. are patterns, or declarative copies of 
the decree. Now the promiſes touching ſpiritual bleſſings are 
abſolſte : they are of that word which is“ for ever ſettled in 
heaven (4). See the promiſes of ſending Chriſt to be a re- 
deemer (1); the holy Ghoſt to ſanctify, and lead into all 
truth (n) ; to ſprinkle clean water upon them; to give them 
a new heart; to cauſe them to walk in his. ſtatutes ; that he 
will be their 'Gop, and they ſhall be his' people, and ſhall not 
depart from him (n); that if they ſin, he will chaſtiſe them 
with the rods of men, but his everlaſting kindneſs he will not 
take from them (e); and that at laſt he will # preſent them 
* faultleſs before the preſence of his glory (p).* Theſe all, 
with others of like tenour, are delivered in c ive and abſo- 
Jute terms, without any ſhe of reſervation, proviſo, or condi- 
tion. And if theſe (which are tranſcripts of the decree) be ab- 
ſolute, it follows, that the decree alſo is the ſame: and on this 
ground it is the apoſtle, ſtands, when he challengeth all the 
world to nullify God's Election (g) : which he could not have | 
done, had not Election been ſoyereignly abſolute. 


ion 4 


E 2 1 Election 
(f) 1 Pet. i. 20. (g) Rom. iii. 25, 26. 
(% Rev. xiii. 8. % Matt. xxvi 39, 42. | 
(4) Pſalm exix 9. () Gen. iii. 15, | 
im) John xvi. 13, () Jer. xxiv. 7. 
Ezek xxxvi. 26. (e) Pſalm IXXXIX. 30—34. 
(p) Jude v. 24. | (g) Rem. VAL, 33, 34 
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II. 'Flefion is perſonal ; and, 


IV. It is from eternity. 


'" Theſe twol put foge ether in proof, becauſe they are lesend 
joined i in ſeripture. It was not the whole lump of mankind 
hat was the object of Election, neither was Election (as ſome 
peak) a decree to ele ſuch as ſhould happen to be thus ant 
o qualified; but certain determinate perſons were choſen by 

name, or ſingled out from among the reſt, and ordained to eter 

nal life. Our Saviour ſtiles them the * men that were given hit 
out of the world (7) : and they were given hitn by name, as wel 
as number; and by thoſe names he knows them (s). It i is nd 
unworthy our deepeſt reſentment, how the Lord takes notice « 
the names of his people; as intending it (doubtleſs) a ſignal tok 
of the ſpecial regard he hath to their perſons. He therefore tel) 
Moſes, © I know thee by thy name (1). It is an appropriating 


'of them to himſelf: '7/a, xliii. 3. * have called thee by th . 
* name, thou art mine. Sometimes alſo when he calls to thok P 4 
he eminently owns, he doubles their name by repetition : "thu ; . ; 
to his friend Abraham, Gen. xxli. 11. To Moſes his ſerv 44 

vod. iii. 4. and Others.” But I find no inftance' of his ſpeakin * 

"To to other men: and theſe, I fu poſe, are recorded, as worth. * 
0 of ſpecial rema k; and that it is no light matter, (much E 4 Fy 
| to be ſcoffed at, as it is by ſome frothy ſpirits,) that the eleh 105 
J were choſen by name, and that cheir names are written Mech 
| "heaven, And that it was tranſacted from eternity, is evident , 
from Jahn xvii. 23, 24. Epbes. i. 4. Rev. xiti. 8. and xvi. Man 
and other ſcriptures. : il 
e The perſonality of Election, with its eternity, may Mader 
\ _ evinced by ſuch arguments as theſe, 1 * 
| ys: Arg. I. From the example of Chriſt's Election. It was * of 
. A perſon uncertain that was to be Lord and Chriſt; but th 4:2. 
" Tecond perſon in human nature: and this capacity he ſuſtaim —4 
from everlaſting (a). Nor was it any body, which he might! hr 
ſume, but that very ſame numerical body, that was prepared me. 
Him (x). * And this very perfon he loved before the found af 

5 tion of the world ( y).* "It 5 is worthy obſervation, how part I 

cular the decree was, even in things circumſtantial to on. ..:.. 
Lord Chriſt ; as that he ſhould come of Abraham's \ſtock, Lr 

udah! 4 

00 Joho xvii, 6. | (s) Chap. x. 3. 14. 1. oe 

% Rx xxxiii. 17. (3) Prov. viii. 23—3 1. 1 Pet i. 2 


(x) Heb. x. 5. Pſalm xl. >. (3) John xvii. 24. 
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udah's tribe, of David's lineage, be congeived in 2 virgin, 
orn at Bethlehem; and. this, when the ſcepter was, departing! 
dom Judah; that he ſhould be buffeted, ſcburged, fpit upon, 

anged on a tree, his hands and his feet ierced: that gall and 
inegar ſhould be given him to drink; that a bone of him 
ould not be broken; (even while. on both ſides of him others 


4 
* 


uent|y 
unkind 


hy ere;) that his garments P ould be parted, an lots caft die 
0 eure: as alſo that he ſhould, riſe again the third day, &c., 
* \nd that theſe were all decreed, appears by the propheſies of 


em; which are the decree exemplified, or drawn out of the te- 
iter. As touching his reſurreFion, it Is ſaid expreſsly in 
Palm ii. 7. * J will declare the decree:® and the ſame is as true 
f all the reſt, And if the Election of the head was perſonal and 
om eternity; why not theirs that ſhould make up his body, 
nce they did as really exift then, as the human nature of Chris 


en hit 
as Wel 
t is no 
tice of 


| tok 


re eV? beſides it was very agreeable, that he aid they Hold both 
No 5 e appointed together: for, he could not be an head, but wit 
* ſpect to a body : and that they, were expreſsly determined of, 


ppears by P/alm exxxix. 16. * In thy book were all my mem- 

bers written, when as yet there was none of them. u, If you 
ay, that was meant o David's members ; 1 anſwer, that if 
oy thought the members of zu earthly body wotthy his te; 
Wor BE icring, de could not be leſs particular and exaRt about the 
yftical body wn ſon; þefides,, David was his type. 


bn th 1 


Chriſt alſo witt -ordained to be a Saviour, and that by bis 
eath, and both*® from the foundation of the wofld (a) :* Ft 
as therefore expedient, then alſo to be determined, how 
any, and who in particular ſhauld have” ſalvation by him. 
e was not to die for himſelf : but for thoſe whoſe ſecurity he 
ndertook, Now it is not a thing proper, to ſpeak of ſecurity, 
r bail, but with reſpect to a debtor or offender ; and that 
ebtor or offender muſt be known too, and named, or elſe the 
by Wiring of the bail is an inſignificant act; bang e the 
nee Wrcty hath no debt or default of his own to be charged wittt. 
Dur Lord and Saviour did not make his. ſoul an offering for 
me-body's fins, but uncertain whoſe. Aaron knew whoſe ' 
reſpaſſes he offered for; their names were graven on his breaſt 


parete: not their national name or qualification, (namely, If- 
to ogeelite or believer) but their perſogal names, Reuben, Simeon, 
_ Teri, Sc. So had our great high prieſt, or he could not have 
Juda ade atonement for us: and that place (Rev. xiii. B.) poirits at 


E 3 . 


{a) 1 Pet: i. 20. 


/ 
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the ſame time for both. "Thoſe words [* from the founds. 
5 tion of the world} do refer as well to the writing of thei dc 
names in the book of life, as to the lamb's being flain ; as ei. 
dent from the 8th verſe of the 17th chapter, where deciphering 
thoſe who ſhall wander after the beaſt, he ſays, they are fuch 
whoſe © names were not written in the book of life, [from the 
5s foundation of the world, Þ as were theirs who followed the 
| lamb, and whom © Gop had from the beginning choſen v 
5 ſalvation (6).5 | | * 

Arg. II. The deſign of Gop in the death of Chriſt, coul 
not otherwiſe be ſecured. Had the deſign been, to purchak 
ſalvation for believers, without aſcertaining the perfons tha 
ſhould believe; it had been uncertain whether any would b 
ſaved, becauſe uncertain whether any would believe. If cet 
tain that ſome would believe; this certainty muſt be decreed 
for, nothing future could be certain otherwiſe. And if it wa 
decreed, that ſome ſhould believe; the individuals of that ſon 
muſt be decreed alſo: for, faith is the gift of Gon, and cou 
not be foreſeen in any, but whom he had fecreed to give 
unto. Which laid together, are a good demonſtration, th: 
thoſe Chriſt ſhould die for, were as well pre-ordained, as thi 
he ſhould die for them ; and that definitely, and by name. 

Arg. III. It may further be argued, from the father's * pre 
e paring a kingdom from the foundation of the world,” an 
manſions or places in it. To prepare the way of this argi 


ment; conſider the punctuality of God's diſpoſements in thing by 
of a lower concern: he did not create the earth in vain ; (th trot 
is, to ſtand empty and void, as at its firſt formation) nor th v 


ſeveral quarters thereof to be inhabited indefinitely, by ſon 
nation or other, who ſhould happen to get poſſeſſion of then ] 
but, “ he divided to the nations their inheritance, and i me 
5: bounds of their habitation (c). e Mount Seir was given go. 
Eſau, and Ar to the children of Lot (4): each nation had i fro: 
limits ſtaked out, and this from the days of old. And if v | 
may diſtinguiſh of. acts in Gor, and of time in eternity; H wh 
purpoſe to form and bring forth thoſe nations muſt needs be: by 1 
early, as to create and furniſh thoſe parts of the world whid dy 
hey ſhould inhabit. Now, earthly ſettlements being of tri bui 


moment to the heavenly manſions ; it ſeems a good conſequeii the 
phat if yet particular nations were fore-appointed for particu ano 
| province 


(5) 2 Thee. ©. 13. () Deut xxxii, 8, Acts xvii. 20 
0% Chap. ii. 52 9- a * | 


# 
* 


xovinces-.on earth; much more ſhould particular perſons be 
deſigned far thoſe particular manſions in heaven: and, if either 
were appointed firſt; it muſt be the perſons: for, & the ſab- 


und. 
f their 


as evi. 
herin bath was made for man, and not man for the ſabbath." Hea- 
e ſuch ven was made at the beginning of the world; but Election 
om the was before. $487 a | 
ed the The domeſtics of God's houſe, or place of glory, are a ſa- 
cred ſtate or order of kings and prieſts; and 70 individual 


oſen u | 
perſon hath, his place or apartment ſet out for him. Thoſe 


glorious places were not prepared for believers indefinitely ; 
but for certain determinate perſons particularly: the twelve 
apoſtles {hall have their twelve thrones, and each one his own. 
This is evideat by our Saviour's anſwer to-the mother of Ze- 
bedee's children: * To fit on my right hand, and on my 
left, is not mine to give; but it mall be given to them for 
u whom it is prepared of my father (e).“ If for believers inde- 
finitely, why not for theſe two brethren, eſpecially fince they 
ficl made requeſt for them ? The truth is, thoſe places were not 


, coul( 
urchak 
ns that 
uld 1 
If cer 


creed. 


them long before, even u from the foundation of the world (F). 
The ſcope of this anſwer, was not to ſhew that the places re- 
queſted for, were prepared for believers indefinitely. ; (for theſe 
were believers. who made requeſt for them) but that they were 
appointed for certain particular perſons, and they mult have 
them. Much might be added, in confirmation hereof : but, 
by theſe (I hope) it is clear, that Election is perſonal, and 


trom eternity. | | | 
V. Election is in Chriſt : or, the ele& were choſen in Chriſt; 


It was requiſite, the new covenant ſhould have an head and 


nc ug mediator, as well as the old; that righteouſneſs and life might 
wen dow from him into all the elect ſeed, as ſin and death had done 
had i from Adam: in which reſpect, Chriſt and he are ſet forth as 
I if v parallels, in Romans iii. from ver. 12, to 21. The benefits 
Ry 4 which the elect were choſen unto, they are made partakers of 
8 be: 


by their union with Chriſt : he is the root in whom all fulneſs 


| whic dwells, Not only, the foundation on which the Church is 
f tri built; but the recKk.which affords all the ſpiritual materials of 
_ W the heavenly temple; even the cement that holds one part to 
\rticull 


cu another, and the whole to himſelfs and this by virtue of the 
vt | . E 4 decree, 
* 7 | * 
* le) Matt. xx. 23. {F) Chap. xxv. 34. 
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now to be diſpoſed of; it was determined who ſhould have 


1 


f 
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decree, For, we are to conſider, that there is a doeretin 
union before the actual; and the one inffuenceth the other 
into being: and that as really, as the determined death 0 
Chriſt did the ſalvation of thoſe who died before him. Thouph 
Chriſt be not the cauſe of Election, yet he is the grand means, 
by whom we obtain the bleſſedneſs we were choſen unto: by 
him it is, that's we have acceſs unto that grace wherein we 
5s ftand,” Ram. v. 2. And we ſhall find, that the epiſtles gene 
rally, when they ſpeak of the great things relating to ſalvation, 
do ſtill bring in Chriſt as the perſon 7 concernei 
about it. Salvation (indeed) is a gift, it is pet free; ye 
not to be had, but in Chriſt: * It comes upon us through his 
| u righteouſneſs; as by one's difobedience many were mae n 
| u ſinners; ſo by the 'righteouſneſs of one (by means of their * 
| *&.oneneſs with him) ſhall'many be made righteous,” Rom: v. 18, C 
| 19. Mankind (by their apoſtaſy in Adam) had deſtroyed in them. * 
| . elves the whole of that principle, which would have led tben i n 
to Gop, as their life and bleſſedneſs: and had (withal) con- b 
trated ſuch àn enmity againft him, and repugnancy to al 
| overtures for returning to bim; (and this gulph was ſo fixed) t 
| | as would for ever have kept Gop and us aſunder, had not h 
| that bleſſed project of chooſing in Chriſt been ſet on foot to 
| diſſolve jt. It could not be done by any created power; nor tt 
could creatures ſo much as prapound a way for it: and il th 
they could, who durſt ſo harden himſelf, as to mention the 
thing, which only could do it? but the great Gop, blefled for I: 
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| ; ever, he finds out a way for it: and the ſame love that or- 
| dained to eternal life, would alſo. put it in ſuch a wayy a — 
* ſhould ſurely take effect. And to this end, (namely, tha © 


" thoſe ordained to ſalvation, might be both tightfully intitlei 
8 thereto, and ſucceſſively brought into-it) they were put- into ar 
Chriſt by Election: he was the chief and eminent elect One; 


N the firſt born and prince of the family; and all the ele be- d 
| ſides were given to him, as younger brethren, to be maintainei i le 
| upon his inheritance. It is plain to him that reads, that. the th 
| whole of ſalvation was laid upon Chriſt ; that he bears up the w. 
- Pillars of it, and that all ſhoulders elſe had been too weak : be be 
is both the means and center, by whom and in whom God di 

will have all things gathered together in one. He was made 

0 


* GoD with us,” that we might be made one in Gon; as appesn 
by the ſcope of his prayer in the xviith of John. In him the 
father is well- pleaſed; and out of him there is nothing pleaſing 


* 


| p 
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to Gop, or etennally good for men: we are -thorefors ſai$ to 
be choſen in him ). to be called in him ), to be created in 
him (i); to be pteſer ved in him (H and in bim to be bleſſed 
with © all ſpirituab bleſſings (/).* Bleſſings in themſelves would 
not be ſo to us, if not in Chriſt; and being in him all things 
are turned into bleſſings to us: for, now nothing can come at 
us, but as coming through him: and whatever ſa comes, is 
tinctured by his divine excellence, and made propitious to: us: 
and hereby it is, that the thing we were choſen unto, is ef- 
jectually and infallibly provided for. There be divers: good 
reaſons and ends far-Goy's chooſing the elect in Chriſt. As, 
Arg. I. That by bringing in man's reſtoration this way, he 
might (as it were) baffle his great adverſary, and out- ſhoot hin 
in his own bow: and it well became the wiſdom and grace of 
Con thus to do. The devil thought, by poiſoning the root, 
to vitiate and ruin the, whole ſtock and progeny, and he failed 
not of his deſign The Lord would therefore retrieve that buin, 
by putting his elect into an head uncapable of degeneraey; and 
not only recover them, but bring them into a better eſtate than 
that they had loſt: he would ſet-up a man that ſhould be too 
hard for the devil, and be able both to deſtroy him, and diſſolve 
bis works; and he hath accordingly done it. In which me- 
thod of man's recovery, is a great anſwerableneſs to the me- 
thod of his ruin: and it is a thing the Lord would have us to 
mind, as appears by the parallel befbre- mentioned, Nam. iii. 
air. ng en ett zu zig Nie een 
Arg. II. That by ſhewing us his righteouſneſs: in the way 
and manner of our recovery, we might the more readily ſub- 
ſcribe to his righteouſneſs. in the impuration of Adam's fim;\for, 
without a fight and knowledge of the one, we cannot with 
any heartineſs ſubmit to the . Hence, ſome (in their too 
bold arguings aguinſt Election) have alledged, that what Adam 
did was without their conſent: but will they abide by this al- 
legation ? in the matter of Achan, each ſingle perſon ſtood in 
the place of the whole nation; and ſo on the treſpaſs of one, 
wrath came upon all: yet had not that confident people the 
hardineſs to plead, that Achan's act concerned not them; they 
did not conſent to it? but let them take heed, left while they 
thus excuſe themſelves from Adam's ſin, they do not by parity 
of reaſon ſeclude themſelves from the righteouſneſs of Chriſt ; 


< WK 1 20 ſince 
(e) Ephes. i, 4. ) Phil. iii. 14. Ephes. ii 10. 
(+) Jude 2. * (/) 18 i. A, any 


%, 


6 A PRACTICAY DISCOURSE OF 


ſince the getting up the ſecond as was as neh wing br 
_ conſent, as the firſt. * 
Arg. III. If the elect had not been in | Ehrif, os luise 5 1 
don he undertook for ſinners could not have availed them. / As * 
Adam's fin could not have been ours, if not in him; ſo neither It 
the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, if not in him. Divine juſtice Ci 
could not have puniſhed him for us, nor abſolved us through * 
him; we could not have been juſtified and reconciled by the ar 
blood of his croſs, had not he ſuſtained our perſons, and ſtood be 
in our ſtead : another's act cannot be mine, either in profit « ef 
Joſs, if there be not a legal oneneſs between us. uf 
Arg. IV. If not in Chriſt, we could not have been angie 1 
The lump was ſanctified in the firſt fruits; and ſo is the 1 
Church in Chriſt (n). The wild- olive- nature could not 
ſuppreſs'd and changed, but by grafting into the true (n). A E 
man cannot be naturally born, but from Adam, as his natural it 
head; and as impoſſible it is to be born again, without a like u 
re union to Chriſt as our ſpiritual head. There is no 0 
being a new creature but by being in Chriſt: * They that are j 
joined unto the Lord, (and they only) are one ſpirit with DT 


% him {0).5% The branch muſt be in the vine, before its ſap can 
be derived into it: he that ſanctifieth, and they that are ſanc- 
tied, muſt be one. There muſt be à contact, (a touching of 
him) before this virtue can come from him: for, the promiles 
being all made to Chriſt (a), cannot deſcend to us, but as being 
in him; it is that makes us heirs. of promiſe : the holy Ghoft, 
in whom all promiſes are virtually ee 15 is ſhed upon 
us through Jeſus Chriſt (4). ; 141319, on 

Arg. V. Laſtly, by this v7 TALE in Chriſt ſalvation: itſelf is 
invincibly — ; and could not otherwiſe. The firſt Adam 
had but a conditional life; it depended on his 'own perſonal 
obedience, and therefore ſubject to lofing : and had he keptrit, 
he could have derived to us but the ſame that himſelf had; 
which ftill muſt have been a mutable fate : (for, this Adam, 
while a public perſon, and as ſuch, could not be ſaid to be in 
Chriſt; if he had, he ſhould not have fell) but the ſecond 
Adam hath life in bimſelf (7), and that abſolutely: he is the 
* prince of life (s) and implantation into him inſpires his 
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' branches 
(m) 1 cor. i. 2. 9.5 en Vow, . r.. 
fo) 1 Cor. vi 17. 2 Cox. v. 17, (p) Gal. iii. 16. 
4% Tit. iii. 10. . John v. 26. 


b Adds iii. 15. 
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branches with his own life. - And u the Jaw of that ſpitit of 
s lire in him, makes free from the law of ſin and death (e). He 
u that thus bath the fon, - hath life («), and ſhall have it more 
* abundantly (). Becauſe he lives, they ſhall live alſo (50. 
It is a bottom that cannot miſcarry: as they are ſanctiſied in 
Chriit Jeſus, ſo in him they are preſerved (a). To this end, 
It pleaſed the father, that in him ſhould all fulneſs dwell (a) 34 
and to put thoſe he would ſave into him as their head; that 
being inceſſantly influenced from an immortal root, they might 
effectually be kept from withering and falling off; and grow 
up to that ſtate and glory they were deſigned for dy Election. 
This is the grand record, and ground of our ſafety, that Gon 
u hath given to us eternal lite; and this life is in his ſon (% 
Having gone theſe ſteps towards the compaſs and extent of 
Election; it concerns us to know, where this broad river hath 
its head; what rock it is, that this immenſe fabrick is built 
upon; left we give the honour of it to another; or endanger 
ourſelves by ſettling on a wrong foundation: to ſhew which 
is the ſcope of the laſt ue under this n head: 


name! Ys 


VI. That Elec ion is founded upon grace; or, the good 
pleaſure of Gop's will is the ny original cauſe and mo- 
tive of Election. | 


Election i is a * promotion that cometh neither from the eaſt, 
nor from the weſt, or ſouth,” but from Gop; who, as he puts 
down one, and ſets up another; ſo ſome he chooſeth, and others 
he paſſes by, as ſeemeth him 200d ; and none can fay to him, 
what doeſt thou? or, why haſt thou made me thus? for Elec- 
tion, as it always ſuppoſ<th a greater number out of which the 
choice is made, ſo an arbitrary power in him that chooſeth, to 
chooſe whom he will, without giving account to any for what 
he doth. But the ground or motive of divine Election is very 
different from the manner of meh : for they commonly pitch 
upon things for ſame natural aptneſs of them for their works ; 
they will not take a knotty, croſs-grained, or wind-ſhaken piece 
of timber, to make A pill. r of ſtate? but the Lotd pitches 

ppon ſuch, (and ſuch to chooſe) the poor, baſe, weak, fooliſh, 


thin 
(4) Rom. viii. 2, () 1 John v. 12. 19 
2 — x. 10. 3 8 xiv. 19. 
z) Jude 1. | 4 i. 19. 
(6) i John v. 11, | ; 
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things of the world; the worſt of men, and-chief:of finners 2 
the inſtances of Paul, Manaſſeh, Mary Magdalen, and others, 
make it evident: and of theſe he is pleaſed to make lively ima- 
ges of his ſon, and pillars for the houſe of Gon, (columns of 
fate indeed ! ) whereon to write his own name; to manifeſt 
thereby his ſovereignty, holineſs, wiſdom, power, righteouſ- 
neſs, and free grace to eternity. | err h/1 
The Lord's way and method in bringing his ſons to glory, 
is the beſt demonſtration of the right order of cauſes : for 
though there be a concurrence of many things, as cauſes and, 
effects, one of another, yet if obſerved in their order, they will 
ſtill lead us up to the good pleaſure of Gop, as firft and ſu- 
preme, and perfectly independent. And this I term the only 
1 original cauſe of Election, to ſhut out all works and worthi- 
neſs of men, from being any way cauſal, influential, or motive 
thereto; and ſo from ſharing in the glory of Gop's grace, 
which he is very jealous of, and will not impart to any. The 
new · teſtament- current runs evidently this way, making the 
whole of ſalvation, both means and end, to depend expreſsly 
on the divine will. It is your father's good pleaſure to give 
5 you the kingdom (c): thou haſt hid theſe things from the 
& wiſe, and revealed them to babes; for ſo it ſeemed good in 
* thy fight (4): a remnant, according to the Election of 
grace (e): predeſtinate to the adoption of children, according 
to the good pleafure of his will (F): redemption alſo, and for- 
# giveneſs of ſins, according to the riches of his grace (g),“ (the 
5 ſamegrace that elected :) the making known the myſtery of his 
* will; this alſo is according to that [his good pleaſure] which 
he hath purpoſed in himſelf (0). Yea, all the operations of 
Go, whether for us, upon us, or by us, they all have their rife 
from the ſame ſpring, and are carried by the fame rule: * He 
5* worketh all things after the counſel of his own will (:).* And 
for the old teſtament, you have it ſufficiently exemplified there 
An the inſtances before given, and eſpecially touching the ground 
of Gop's love to the people of Iſrael; (who, in that reſpect, 
were the archetype of the ſpiritual election) namely, that ® his 
* own good pleaſure** was the only cauſe of his chooſing. them 
above other nations; he loved them, becauſe he loved them(#). 


And, 
(e) Luke xii. 32. () Chap. x. 21, 
te) Rom zi. 85. (f) Fphes. i. 5. 
(gs) Fphes. i. 7. % Ver. 9. 


(i) Ver. 11. (4) Deut. vii. 8. and ix. 4. and x. 15. 
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And, which is yet more, the Election of Chriſt himſelf was 
of grace, © It pleaſed the father, that in him (the man Jeſus) 
u ſhould all fulneſs dwell,” Col. i. 19, 
And good reaſons there are, why Election ſhould be founded 
upon grace; and why it could not, with reſpect either to God's 
glory, or the elect's ſecurity, be founded otherwiſe, And, 
Arg I. Is from the Sovereignty of God ; whoſe will bein 


the ſupreme law, admits not a co-ordinacy, much leſs will it 
ſtand with ſovereign power to be th ng by the will of ano- 


ther. That would be a contradiction to Sovereignty ; for 
that which regulates, muſt be ſuperior to that which is regu- 
lated by it. Sovereign princes (to ſhew their prerogative ) 


affirm-their acts of grace to be of their own meer motion: and 


their grants are reputed the more authentic, being fo expreſs'd. 
The like we find in ſcripture frequently aſcribed to Gon; that 
* he will have mercy on whom he will have mercy (1) 3 that 


u he worketh all things“ (not by motives from without, but) 
| a .- : . 14 . - 

u after the counſel of his own will (zz) zu that * it is not of 
man's willing or running; but of Gop who ſheweth mer- 


cy (n) a and indeed, his own meer motion was both a no- 
bler and firmer conſideration, than any deſert on the creature's 


part. When the world had been drowned for their obdurate 


impenitency, the few that remained were as bad as before; and 
thoſe that ſhould come after, the law foreſaw would be the 
ſame, One would think, now, the natural reſult of this ex- 
periment ſhould be, I will utterly cut them off, and be trou- 
* bled with them no more :* but the Lord's thoughts are not as 
our thoughts; he argues and concludes in another mode; # I 


u will not again any more curſe the ground for man's ſake. 


And he is pleaſed to give the ſame reaſon here why he will 
not, as befofe why he would; as is ſeen by comparing Gen. vi. 
5, and 7. with chap. viii 21. See alſo the inftance of God's 
dealing with Ephraim; he was wroth with him, and ſmote 
him; and Ephraim ſo far from relenting, that * he went on 


1 frowardly zu (that is, ſtubbornly, as reſolved.in his courſe) 
* hid me (ſays the Lord) and was wroth (9) :* this, one would 


think, if Ephraim had had in him but a ſpark of ingenuity or 
love to himſelf, ſhould have moved him to alter his courſe ; but 
what cares Ephraim! he till kept the ſame way; and it was 
the way of his heart: not an inconſiderate pet, or ſudden temp- 
| tation, 


(% Rom, ix, 18. (m) Ephes. i. 11. 
(xz) Rom. ix. 16. (e) Iſa. lvii, 16. 


* 


6 A PRACTICAL DISCOURSE OF 


tation, but natural and fixed: all which the Lord ſees and of 
conſiders, and having laid all together, reſolves to heal him, ge 
and * reſtore comforts to him (p On the other hand, thoſe at 
| good fouls © who feared the Lord, and obeyed the voice of his jn 


* ſervants, they yet walked in darkneſs, and had no light (2). w 
Ye may be ſure, they would gladly have underſtood their con- g1 
dition, (namely, that they were * ſuch as feared the Lord :) 1 


their will could not be wanting to a thing ſo greatly importing al 

their comfort; nor were they idle i in ſeeking for it ; they walked, el 

though in the dark, but could not walk themſelves out of i it; they of 

are ſtill as they were, they had no light. By theſe different 01 

examples it is evident that the Sovereignty of Gop {tf keeps T 

the throne, and his diſpenſements of mercy, whether in pur- af 

poſe or in act, are not governed by the wills of men: they are ne 

; things too low to be counſellors to Gop. And if it be thus fa 

in things of a lower concernment, much more in that great m 

buſineſs of eternal Election; which is the ſublimeſt act of ſo- ſe 

vereign power: for non- election is not a puniſhment, but the hi 

withholding of a free favour, which Gop, as a ſovereign Lord, n. 

may juſtly deny to one ſinner, while he gives it to another. al 

And yet this hinders not, but that every man, at laſt, ſhall be 01 

Judged according to his works, tc 

g. II. Election muſt be founded only upon grace, becauſe 1 

| a fv works are inconſiſtent in the cauſe, of ſalvation. The 1 

| ſcripture is very cautious of admitting any thing as a coneo- h 

; mitant with grace in this matter; yea, although it be a thing le 

1 that doth alway accompany grace, and that without Which a tl 

[ man cannot be faved. The apoſtle puts them in oppoſition, ci 

1 and is very intent on the argument, as a thing of great mo- If 

n ment, in Romans xi, Where firſt he ſhews, that amidſt that ge- ol 

i neral deſection of the Jewiſh nation, there ſtill was a remnant th 

i whom God had reſerved ; theſe he terms, * the foreknown,”® m 

n ver. 2. and in the 7th verſe he calls them plainly, à the Elec- WW. © 
| | ® tion :* and then, Jeſt any ſhould aſcribe it to a falſe cauſe (as 

1 in that parallel caſe he reſembles it to,) namely, that * they ac 

4 * had not bowed the knee to Baal,® but ſtuck to the true reli- m 

1 gion, when others fell off; he tells us, no; their Election was ſe 

i founded upon grace: and as for works, they had no place in w 

i the cauſality of it, By grace, he means the free favour of Gon, hi 

| who is not moved by any thing without himſelf; but what he ſt 

I does he does freely, without reſpect to men's deſert : nay, 1 ot 

wg - their undeſert 1 is an expedient conſideration in this T = 
1 0 


| | [7 Iſa lvii. 18. | (7) Ifa. 1. 10. 
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of grace. By works, I underſtand all, that ſelf-righteouſneſs, 
goodnels, GA 4 the law, or whatever elle is perform- 
able by men. I heſe (namely, grace and works) he proves as 
ASAT 7 as contraries can be; and that the leaſt mixture 
would vary the kind: if but a ſcruple of works be. taken in, 
grace is no more grace; for, © to him that worketh, is the re- 
ward not. reckoned. of grace, but of debt, Rom. iv. 4. Grace 
and faith are well agreed; theſe both have the ſame ſcope and 


Er: 


147 


u nothing,” Gal. v. 2. 


And as a man may not put in his claim for juſtification on 
account of his works, ſo neither of his faith, as if that were 
materially, or meritoriouſly cauſal of juſtification: for faith it- 
ſelf, as it is the believer's act, comes under the notion of a 


work. Let us therefore conſider what part it is that faith 


holds in this matter; leſt while we caſt out works, as not 
ſtanding with grace, we make a work of faith. It is faith's 


office to make the ſoul live whally on the power and grace of 


another; which is to renounce felf-ability, as much as ſelf- 
8 ety deſert ; 


* 
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deſert: to apprehend that righteonſmeſs- by which grace julNi 
Fes: not only to be juſtified thereby upon our | believing] * 
to work in us even that faith by which we apprehend It (7); th 
that will be ſaved; muſt come, hot only as an ungod! ane 
dut as a man without ſtrength (t), and „uch (m him oh he 
muſt come to be fied" fee freely by the grace of Gon (2): 
in him omy) can he have ftrength to believe, even as . ike 
teouſnefs upon his believing (x): be muſt reckon. himſelf an 
4 ungodly man, to the ver) inſtant e of his juſtification. The jut, 
Indeed, ſhall hve dy faith 3* but it is not bis own faith, ot. 280 (Wh 
of believing, that he lives by, though not without it; whith 
allo ſeems to be the apoſtle's meaning, where he ſays, 4 the life 
'# that] now live, I live by the faith of the ſon of Gop : and 
Ive, yet not I, but Chriſt liveth in me (y).“ Where note, br 
that 4s faith is the life of a believer, ſo Chiti is the life of big 
faith: and he lives on Chriſt, by virtue of Chriſt's kving h 
bim. ' ne 
Notwithſtanding: al which, it is Abendy true, and 15 
 conftatitly be affirmed, that grace and works will ll de toge⸗ ile 
tber in the way of ſalvation; (the one doth not extinguiſſi or 
exclude the other) only not as collegues or joint- cauſers thete. Mer ti 
of; but rather as a wotkman and his tools which himſelf fitſt ng g 
makes, and then works with them. 'By & grace ye ate faved, WF Jc: 
through faith; and that not of yourſelves, it is the gift of wil 
Go (z). U Even this believing or acting faculty is a creatine den 
of grace's raiſing up; and therefore, in the throne it is met WF tha 
that grace ſhould be above it. Works (therefore) how göbd f bab 
ſoever, are not the cauſe of falvation 3 and if ſo, 2 not the Nheſe 
cauſe of Election; for this (indeed) is the cauſe of them both: Whey : 
and works, if right and truly good, will always be ready w non 
own their original, and to keep in their -own place; where ff afte 
al ſo they will be moſt conſiderable, and do the beſt ſervice. {Whis d 
Arg. III. That Election has no other foundation but the {What tl 
| g6od pleafüre of Gop's will, is further argued from man's in- ſoon 
capacity to afford any ground or motive to Go, for ſuch 2 Which 
gift. Adam ſtood not fo long as to deget a fon in his firſt Mfemote 
image: it is ſeen by | firſt· ae G what all his natural ion. 
ſeed would ee And 12 ſome do preſume to 
magnify man, and to ſpeak of him at N rate ʒ yet evident 
IS. | T0 it 


1 {Jt ; 


0% Rom. v. 2. (t) Chap, v. 6. 
"(«) Chap. iii. 24. (= Ta. xv. 24. 
al. ii. 20. (=) Ephes. ii. 18. 
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it is by ſcripture-light, and the experience of thoſe renewed, 
that man fallen is poor, blind, naked, and at enmity with all 
that is truly good; and that he is never more diſtant from 
Gop and his own happineſs, than while in high thoughts of 
himſelf, glorying in his own underſtanding, ſtrength, worthi- 
eſs, freedom of will, improvement of common grace, and the 
ike: for theſe make him proud and preſumptuous, and to have 
light thoughts of that ſpecial and peculiar grace, by which he 
muſt (if ever) be renewed and ſaved. But the Lord himſelf 
who beſt knows him) reports the matter quite otherwiſe ; (and 
e know that his witneſs is true) namely, that “ all the ima- 
* oinations of their heart are = evil continually (a) : that 
their inward part is very wickedneſs (5): that every man is 
* brutiſh in his knowledge; altogether brutiſh and fooliſh ; 
5 yea, even their paſtors (c),” that is, the very beſt and moſt 
ntelligent among them: * that their hearts are full of mad- 
ness (2): wiſe to do evil, but to do good have no under- 
muſt WF ſtanding, &c. (e. And it was not thus only with the Gen- 
tope- ile nations, who were left to walk in their own way; but 
u or Even with the Jews, who had all the means of becoming bet- 
hete- WE cr that could be deviſed (/), (excepting that of ſpecial elect- 
"fit Nag grace, which took in but a remnant : * they were called 
zved, Jews, reſted in the law, made their boaſt of Gop, knew his 
fe of WF will, approved the things that were excellent, were confi- 
ature WT" dent that they were a guide of the blind, and a light to them 
met i that were in darkneſs, inſtructors of the fooliſh, teachers of 
good BF babes (g).“ And yet all this while, and in the midſt of all 
t the heſe high attainments, did not teach themſelves : and where 
zoth : bey are ranked together, he proves them to be © all under fin, 
none righteous, none that underſtandeth, none that ſeeketh 
after GoD, none that doeth good, no not one ().“ Yea, 


. Ibis depravement of nature was ſo deep and indelibly fixed, 
t the hat the Lord himſelf tells them, * the black-moor might as 
's in- ſoon change his ſkin, as they learn to do well (i).“ All 


cb 2 WW'bich, with abundantly more, beſpeaks a condition extremely 


x frrlt emote from yielding a cauſe or motive for this bleſſed Elec- | 


ura ion. | | 20 rs 4 
ne to | n 
ident 2 e 
"I (a) Gen. vi 5. (3) Pſalm v. g. 

1 le) Jer. x. 8, 14, 21. (4) Eccles. ix. 3. 
1 . (F) la. v. 4. 
(g) Rom. ii. 7, to 21. (+) Chap. iu, to, to 18 


(i) Jer. xiii. 23. 


ea, 
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Arg. IV. If Gon's love to men had its riſe from their love 
to him, it would not have that ſingular eminency in it, that is 
juſtly aſcribed, to it: Gop ſo loved the world (4) l So, as 
not to be expreſſed; fo, as not to be paralleled ; fo, as not to 
be underſtood, until we come to that ſtate wherein © we ſhall 
” know as we are known; nor then neither fully, becauſe it 
is infinite, By this it is that Gop's love to men is ſo highly 
celebrated: © herein is love; not that we loved Gop, but that 
op loved us (J). And, © behold what manner of love the 
father had beſtowed upon us (m)? which ſurely then is not 
after the manner of men; for even publicans do ſo (n); and 
5 finners love thoſe that love them (o): but to love enemies, 
and while enemies; (as to love a wife that is an adultereſs; 
and fo to love her, as to win her heart back again) this is 
Gop's love to his choſen, | 

But, notwithſtanding theſe ſcriptures (with many others) 
ſeem purpoſely written to obviate ſuch conceptions as would 
feign our loving of Gop to be the ground and motive of his 
love to us; yet, great endeavours there are to father Election 
upon foreſeen faith and works, which that they call the cove- 
nant of grace, has (they ſay) qualified and capacitated all men 
for ; and which certain more pliant, ingenuous and induſtrious 

| perſons (as they ſpeak) would attain unto, by the helps they 
have in common with other men: but this pedigree of Elec- 
tion is excepted againſt, as being not rightly induced : for, 
1. Men having (in Adam) diveſted themſelves of all that was 
holy and good, the Lord, could not foreſee in them any thing 
of worth or deſirableneſs, but what himſelf ſhould work is 
them anew, and that of pure grace and favour; for fin and de- 
formity could not be motives of love. And that the ele (of 
themfelves) were in no wiſe better than other men, is evident 
by the ſcriptures late quoted; where the holy Ghoſt, aſſerting 
the univerſal depravement of human nature, exempts not one. 
But if ſuch excellent and, diſtinguiſhing qualifications as faith 
and holineſs had been foreſeen, (and ſo imputable to them) the 
Spirit of truth would not have ranked them even with the 
„ children of wrath (p), as he doth. But, 2. If they wen 
efherwiſe, what could they add unto Gop ? or whereby couk 
they ablige him? * he reſpecteth not any that are oe in 
heat 


(4) Jchn ii. 16. (/) 1 John iv. 10. 
(n) Chap. iii. 1. (=) Matt. v. 46. 
6) Luke vi. 32. (7) Ephes, ii. 3. 
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u heart (7). If thou be righteous, what 7 thou him (v7)? 
„and, Who hath prevented me (ſays the Lord) that I ſhould 
» repay him (5) ?® that is, who is he that is beforehand with 
Goo, in doing ought that might induce his favour? “ he re- 
u gardeth not perſons, nor taketh rewards (t): he is not. propi- 
tious to any for what they can do for him, or bring to him. 
Take Paul for an inſtance: he walked up to the light he had 
was blameleſs; lived in all good conſcience ; knew no evil by 
himſelf (a rare degree of legal righteouſneſs J) but that it was not 
this moved Gon to make him a choſen veſſel,” he thankfully 
acknowledgeth with ſelf-abaſement ou every occaſion (). 
3. Faith follows Election: Gop reſpets the perſon before 
his offering. But was not Abel reſpected as a believer, and 
his offering for his faith ? yea, but that faith of his was not the 
primary cauſe of Gop's reſpeCting him. If Abels perſon had 
not been reſpected firſt, Abel had never been a believer : for, 
faith is the work and gift of Gop; and (according to the 
courſe of all judicious agents) he that will work, muſt firſk 
pitch on the ſubject he will work upon ; and he that gives, on 
the perſon he will give unto. | Beſides, Abel could do nothing 
before he believed, that might move God to give him faith; 
for, till then he was in the fleſh, and * they that are in the 
* fleſh cannot pleaſe Gop (x) :* therefore it could not be Abel's 
foreſeen faith that was the cauſe of Gop's reſpecting him. 
The ſcripture ſpeaks often of iron- ſinewed necks, and brazen 
brows ; and of mens * being in their blood,” when the Lord 
ſaid, „they ſhould live:“ as alſo, that Gop loved Jacob bes 
fore he had done any good thing; and that the ſaints love Gop 
becauſe he loved them firſt: but no where of foreſeen faith 
and holineſs, as the cauſe and ground of God's love to men. 
4. Faith and holineſs are middle things: they are neither the 
foundation nor top- ſtone of Election. They are to ſovereign 
grace, as ſtalks and branches are to a root; by which the root 
conveys its virtues into its principal fruit. Ephes: ii. 8. * By 
u grace ye are ſaved, through faith.” wk „ li. 13. * Choſen 
to ſalvation through ſanctification of the Spirit, and belief of 
the truth. They are no more the cauſe of Election, than the 
means of an end are the firſt cauſe of purpoſing that end: nay, 
n | | Ft 3 no 
7) Job xxxvii. 24. | 
(s) Chap. xli. 11. (e) Deut. x. 17. 

(2) Tit. iii. 5. 1 Tim. i. 14. 2 Tim. i. 9. 
(x) Rom viii. 8. Heb. zi. 6, Heb. xiv. 23. 


) Chap. xxxv. 7. 
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5 boaſting 


(2 Rom. viii. 29, 30. 1 Pet. i. 2. 


) Ezra v, and vi. chap, 
( / (6) Ephes, i. C. and ii. 7. 


(a) Hol. vi. 4. 


no more than Tatnai's propenſion (or averſion rather) to build b 
the temple, and to provide ſacrifices for the GoD of heaven, p 
was the cauſe of Darius his decree, that thoſe things ſhould be ¶ to 
done, and that by him ()). 5. If men be predeſtinated to Hexc 
faith and holineſs, (as they are) (z), then they were not ſeen Nwhi 
to be fo qualified, before that predeſtination : Or if they were, ¶ que 
then their Election (as to that particular) would ſeem imper- 
tinent, There can no rational account be given, why men I 
foreſeen to be ſuch, ſhould be ſo ſolemnly predeſtinate thereto, 
Beſides, if ſalvation be the inſeparable product of faith and 
holineſs, according to John v. 24. © He that believeth hath 
u everlaſting life, and ſhall not come into condemnation a. 4 
x Pet. i. q. Receiving the end of your faith, the falvation U 
* of your fouls: Then to ordain to ſalvation thoſe foreſeen is 
be ſo qualified, would feem a thing both needleſs and inſig -en, 
nificant : It would look like the ſending of men where they ¶ cop 
would have gone of themſelves. Such ſapleſs, irregular and deſig 
injudicious notions, are very unworthy that celebrious and ever of p: 
adorable act of predeſtination : And if duly weighed, would will 
ſet us further off from the docttine of ſelf. advancement, which of | 
ſtands in point-blank oppoſition to the doctrine of God's grace, For, 
Arg. V. It could not ſtand with the wiſdom and goodnel; elect 
of God, to found, the falvation of his people on a fallible Nof el 
bottom : which it would certainty be, if dependent on any necet 
thing beſides his own immutable will. For, whatever it was cone 
that election had being from, by that alſo it muſt be main- 3. J 
tained: What then would become of it, if built on that willi 
goodneſs which is as the * morning cloud and early dew (a) !" mall 
The creature's will, even in a ſtate of perfection, was tos "1 w 
fight and fickle a thing to build this eternal weight upon: 1 will 
And if man at his beſt eſtate was vanity, how much more “ten 
afterwards, when ſo ſtrong a bent of vanity came upon his Intere 
will ? | | | PREY name 
Arg. VI. To derive election from any root beſides the good cauſe 
pleafure of God, is to fruftrate the principal end of man“ them 
falvation, namely, *The glory of God's grace (b).% This other! 
attribute (of all the reſt) he will not have eclipſed, nor in- nurſin 
trenched upon: *Tis fo divinely ſacred, as not to admit the . th 
jeaſt human touch: For which very cauſe, the Lord hath ſo Cen? 
contrived that bleſſed deſign and plot of bis glory, that all Mgt 
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buily WF: boaſting is excluded; and no fleſh ſhall glory in his 
wen, WI” preſence (c). But, if any thing in the creature be intitled 
d bet the cauſality. of election, fleſh will glory; and inſtead of 
d to excluding man's boaſting, grace itſelf will be excluded (4) : 
ſeen which is far from a glorifying of it. I would here reſolve a 
vere, ¶ query or two, which ſome have urged from ſcripture: As, 

per- EN | . . 

— 1. How can this doctrine ſtand with the ſgeneral] love 


reto, 

and 
hath 
on: 
tion 
*n to 
nſig- 
they 
and 
ever 


and good will of God towards men; who ('tis ſaid) will 
have all to be ſaved ? 1 Tim. ii. 4. 2 Pet. iii. g. 


Anſw. 1. If the word [All] be taken univerſally, it takes 
in unbelievers as well as others; (which cannot be the mean- 
ing :) Therefore the literal ſenſe of words is_not to be reſted 
on, when the like phraſe of {ſpeech elſewhere uſed, or evident 
ſcope of the ſame: or other ſcripture, agrees not to it: The 
deſign and current of the whole muſt guide the conſtruction 
of particular parts. 2. Though the doctrine of general love 
will not ſtand: with that of ſpecial election; yet the doctrine 


ould 

hich of ſpecial election will ſtand without that, and againſt it. 
race, Wor, there is nothing more plain, than that there is an 
jneß election of men to ſalvation ; as alſo, that the genuine import 


of election, is, to chooſe one or more out of many: Which 
neceſſarily implies the leaving or not chooſing of ſome; and 
conſequently, the not willing of ſalvation to all, univerſally. 
3. The will of God cannot be reſiſted; becauſe with his 


lible 
any 


in- | 
th willing the end, he wills alſo the means; and thoſe ſuch as 
7) is ſhall compaſs his end. //a. xlvi. 10. * My. counſel ſhall ſtand, 
Iwill do all my pleaſure,” i. e. What | pleaſe to will, that 


I will have done. 4. The apoſtle is not here diſcourſing the 
extent of God's ſpecial love; whether all men univerſally are 
Intereſted in it: But exhorting believers to a general duty, 


1 his | 

f namely, to give thanks for kings, and all in authority; be- 

2000 cauſe of the benefits we have by government: and to pray for 
„dem; not only for their peacgable governing of us; but if 


otherwiſe, that GoD would turn their hearts, and make them 
nurſing fathers to his church: And to inforce the duty, tells 
us, there is no degree nor ſtate of men exempted from ſalvar 


h ſo don: Gor hath choſen ſome of every ſort; and therefore we 

t all Nought not to ſhut any out of our prayers. 5. The word ſall] 

ting s often uſed, when but a part, and ſometimes, the leſſer part 

2. 3 : F 3 ; of 
(e 1 Cor. i. 29. 4) Rom. xi. 6. | 


» "0 
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of the thing ſpoken of is intended by it: As on the cont 

when the univerſality of the ſubject is intended, it is — 
by ſingulars. As, * he that belieyeth ſhall be ſayed; and hin 
3 that cometh unto me, I will in no wiſe caſt out.® It ſome. 
times ſignifies all of ſuch a fort: So Eve was ſaid to be the 
mother of all living; not of all living creatures, but all of her 
own kind. It other times intends ſome of all. ſorts; as where 
it is ſaid, * All the cattle of Egypt died (e): And the hail 
s ſmote every tree, and eyery herb (f) :** And yet other cattle 
are mentioned after, and à reſidue of trees are {aid to be 
eſcaped (g). So here, Gop will have all men to be ſayed; 
that is, ſome of every ſort and degree, Gentiles as well a 
Jews; kings and men in authority, as well as thoſe of: 
meaner rank: As is evident, by comparing the 1, 2, and | 
verſe together. The ſame in Joel; © I will pour out my ſpiri 
u upon all fleſh (0% % &c. that is, upon ſome of every age, 
ſex, and degree, without diſtinction; youpg, old, maſters 
ſervants, ſons, daughters, &c. as it follows there. 6. To 
theſe univerſal terms do belong divers reſtrictions, which mul 
be gathered from the ſcope and context. As where the goſpe 
is ſaid to be preached to every creature under heaven (i], and 
yet men only are intended, and not all of them neither: Fo 
the goſpel had reached #but a ſmall part of the avg at that 
time, and not the whole of it yet. So Moſes is ſaid to hav 
in ou city them that preach him (4): It muſt be underſtool 


only of cities where the Jews dwelt, and had ſynagogues; fe 
which were but few in compariſon. Thoſe alſo that wen in 
ſcattered abroad, went every where preaching the word , G 
i. e. They baulked no place nor perſon, but preachet el 
wherever they came: At firſt it was confined to the Jens tic 
but now without limit. Every man ſhall have praiſe « pl 
Gop (n): It ean be meant only of good and faithful ſervant i le 
which are but a remnant to the whole piece. So Gop is fail "I 
to be the father of all (n); and yet, Satan (we know) is t re 
father of the far greater part of the world. And Chrift is fail th 
to reconcile all things (e); and yet, all the angels muſt vl g. 
exempted : The good angels, becauſe they never were 1 T 
enmity; and the evil ones, becauſe not reconcileable, T b. 
| bes OM LIL i. 10 er 


{e) Exod. ix. 6. (/) Ver. 23. Ver. 19, 25. and x. 5. 
Joel ii. 28. (7) Col. i. 23. 4; Acts 8 21. ; 
Acts viii. 4. un) 1 Cor. iv. 5. (n=) Ephes. iv. 6. 
o/ Col. i. 20. . 2 ET Sigh. 
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i, 10. * That he might gather together in one, all things in 
u Chriſt: This all things ſeems plainly to intend the elect ; for 
they are the ſubject diſcourſed of in the whole chapter: And 
in Matthew, thoſe gathered together are ſtiled the elect (p). 
In Heb. xii. 8. All are ſaid to be partakers of chaſtiſement; 
and yet, ſons only can be intended: For baſtards are not 
partakers of it, as it follows there. Fobn vi. 45. © They ſhall 
= be all taught of God: a It reſpects only the ſons of the church, 
(i, e. ſuch as — whoſe iniquities are forgiven them, 
and their ſins remembred no more (4): It is the tenour of the 
new covenant, which is made with the houſe of Iſrael, that 
is, Jews in ſpirit, or the elect nation (r). And if theſe terms 
univerſal, all and every, are ſometimes applied to the elect 
excluſive of others, why not as well in the place whence the 
query is taken? I have inftanced in theſe, to ſhew what con- 
tradictory notions would follow, {ſhould the vocal ſound of 
words be adhered to: What a ſandy foundation univerſal 
election is built upon; and how likely. we are to loſe The 
truth, while we liſten to an uncertain found; the meaning 
whereof may yet be had from the context, and general current 
of ſcripture, ? 


2. How ſhall this kind of Election be reconciled with AA. 
x. 34. That God is no reſpecter of perſons ?* 


Anſw. 1. This ſhews the inconvenience of minding the literal 
ſenſe of words above the ſcope : The former exception takes 
in all; and now this excludes all: For, if literally taken, 
Gop ſhould have reſpe& to none, 2. Fhe Jews were an 
ele& nation; and ſo, this objection will lie againſt their elec- 
tion as much as this we are upon. 3. The ſcope of the place 
plainly intends, that Gop reſpeAs no man's perſon, either 
leſs or more, for his outward condition, or carnal privileges. 
Till then the partition was up, and the Lord feemed only to 
regard the Jewiſh nation, ſuffering all beſides 'to walk in 
their own ways (i): But now had God to the Gentiles alſo 
granted repentance unto life (t). You will ſay, perhaps, 
They were fearers of Gop whom he thus accepted? True; 
but that was not it which firſtly induced his acceptance, or 
entitled them to it; although it was their inlet into it, ang 
evidence 


{p) Matt. xxiv. 31. os (9) Jer. xxxi. 34. 
(7% Heb, viii. 10, 11, 60 Acts xiv. 16, 
(4 Acts xi, 18, 
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evidence for it. If men fear not Gop till be hath put his 
fear within them; then, their fearing him doth not precede 
his reſpe& towards them, but follows upon it: An this is the 


favour which he bears to his choſen (u). But. 
| ; Dy ie gots »{ 1 tn 
3. If men be ordained. to ſalvation. abſolutely, What need 
or uſe is there of good works??? 


Good works have divers good uſes and ends, and good 
reaſons there are for Gop's ordaining them to be walked in; 
without ſuppoſing our walking in them to be the ground, 
condition, or motive of our election: As, 1. To teſtify our 
Jove to God; of which we have no ſuch evidence, as the 
keeping of his commandments (x), 2. To ſhew. forth his 
virtues whoſe offspring we profeſs ourſelves to be: Matt. v. 45, 
That ye may be (i. e. that ye may appear and approve your- 
ſelves to be) * the children of your father which is in heaven. 
3. To convince thoſe without, that they, by our good con- 
verſation, may be won over, and learn to do well; or elſe be 
compelled to glorify God in the day of viſitation. ' 4. For 
- encouragement and example to weaker chriſtians; who are 

et children in the good ways of Gop, and are 3 led 
by example than precept. 5. That by having our ſenſes 
exerciſed about holy things, we might become more holy, 
and ſo, more capable of communion with Gop here, and 
meetned for our heavenly inheritance. 
a part of Election, and the elect are as abſolutely ordained $0 
them, as to ſalvation itſelf ()). BF: 


Odjections I do not intend to meddle with; But conſi- 
dering that that which follows of this kind (though done 
for another occaſion) may help to diſcover the lightneſs of 
what is allegded againſt our doctrine of election, I have 
therefore inſerted it here; and hope it ſhall prove to its fur: 
ther confirmation, g | | 

Obj. There is no election, nor decree of election, of par- 
ticular perſons as ſuch: but of the intire ſpecies of men from 
eternity. 9 

Anſw. Election is the chooſing of ſome from among others, 
and it always ſuppoſeth a greater number out of which the 
choice is made; and conſequently, the taking (or chooſing) 
of all is quite beſides the notion of election: The ſcripture 
oo . ſays 
(u) Pſelm cvi. 4. * 


74 (x 2 John 6. . 
| (3) Jchn xv. 10. 1 / | 
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ſays, they are choſen out of the world (a), then the world is 
not choſen : that 1 is, the intire ſpecies of men is not * oO 


of Election. 


Obj. Gon hath not e from eternity to > ele any per- 
ſon of mankind: upon any terms, but that in caſe he liveth to 
years of diſcretion he may pofũbly periſh, | 

Anſw, This is excepted againſt : 1. Becauſe the perſon of 
Chriſt himſelf is not exempted. 2. Becauſe as poſſibly the 
death of Chriſt might be in vain, 3. It makes the decree and 
Election two things, and divers in reſpect of time. That 
Election was from eternity, is proved before (5): and that the 
elect ſhall not periſh, is abſolutely promiſed (c). fv: | 

Obj. Threatnings of Damnation are abſolutely incouſitent 
with a peremptory .decree to confer ſalvation. 

Anſw. No more than the threatning of death upon Adun, 
was inconſiſtent with Gop's purpoſe to ſend: him a Saviour (d). 
That caution alſo, that * except the marriners ſtayed in the 
* ſhip, they could not be ſaved,” as well conſiſtent with that 
peremptory promiſe, that there ſhould be no loſs of 
man's life (e). The promiſe of fafety was. abſolute, but 
their actual obtainment of it was conditional. Yet ſo, as that 


the performance of the condition on their part, was as cer- 


tain by the decree, as ſafety upon their performance of it: 
for, he that determined the ſafety. of their lives, determined 
alſo, that it ſhould be effected by their abiding in the ſhip; 
and that this caution, or threatning of danger, in caſe they 
went out, ſhould be a means to prevail »with them for that 
abiding ; and ſo it did. In like manner, that faying of the 
apoltle, that * if they lived after the fleſh, they ſhould die ( f'),* 
was very conſiſtent with what he has: ſaid before, namely, 
that fin ſhould not have dominion over them (g) ;“ and that 
nothing ſhould ſeparate them from the love of Gop (5). 
For as the Lord deals with reaſonable creatures; ſo he makes 
uſe of rational arguments, motives, and cautions to work 
upon them: both end and means, and inducements to the uſe 
of thoſe means, were all determined together. 

Obj. We judge it a very ſenſeleſs part in a father, tq give 
his child complete aſſurance under hand and ſeal, that he Will 

_—_—_ 

* (6) Ephes, i. 4. 

(4) Gen. il. 17. with Chap. iii. 15. 
J] Rom. viii. 13. 

(% Chap. viii. 39. 


(a) John xv. 19. 

(c) John xvi. 28. 

(2) Acts Xxvii. 22, 31. 
(2) Rom. xvi. 14. 
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make him his heir againſt all poſſible interveniencies; and 
preſently threaten him, if he be not dutiful, to difinherit him! 
Anſw. Undutiful children may dare to judge thus. of thei 
father's actions: and children (that otherwiſe are dutiful an 
good, yet) while children, may have childiſh conceptions ( 
what their elders do: but men grown up, and acquainte( 
with their father's prudence and goodneſs, will lay their hand 
upon their mouth. The promiſe and purpoſe of Gop to gin 
Canaan to Abraham's ſeed, was ſo abſolute, that, by the ob. 
jector's own confeſſion, all their unworthineſs could not dt 
prive them of it: it is alſo as evident by their demeanour, 20 
the event at laſt: yet, how often does the Lord threaten « 
diſinherit them? and tg © blot out their name from unde 
* heaven (i) ?“ did Moſes, now, go and u charge God fooliſh 
s ly? did he tell him, it is a ſenſeleſs part thus to threaten 
after ſo abſolute an engagement to the contrary ? no, he pus 
the Lord in mind of his promiſe to their fathers ; of his mere 
in pardoning them afore-time ; what reflection it would: han 
on his honour among the Egyptians, if he ſhould now deftrq 
them, &c. Not a word of complaint, that firſt to promis 
and then to threaten, is a ſenſeleſs thing: it had been ſenſele 
in Moſes thus to do, and in no wiſe conſiſtent with his duty 
But more directly; it were no ſenicleſs part in a father, 
purchaſe an office for his ſon, and ſo to ſettle it on him: thif 
it ſhall not be in his own power to reverſe it: and yet, (kee 
ing to himſelf the knowledge of that ſettlement) propoſe th 
enjoyment thereof conditional, namely, upon terms of obed 
ence to his father's command: the tendency of all which | 
but to prove himſelf the fon of ſuch a father, and to meett! 
him for his place: and, the more to oblige his ſon to a ff 
dious preparing himſelf for it, to lay before him the evil at 
danger of a negligent courſe; by which (if perſiſted in) | 
might render himſelf uncapable. But ſurely, ſuppoſing th 
father to have the ſame power over his ſon, as Gop hath or 
the heart and ſpirit of his people; he will ſo order him by it 
ſtruction, diſcipline, and good principles, that he ſhall not n 
into a forfeiture. Beſides, threatnings of damnation are n« 
properly applicable to believers, who know themſelves o | 
be: for © he that believeth, is paſſed from death to life, a 
5 ſhall not come into condemnation (5) ;* however (at time 


* 


i) Exod. xxxii. 10. Numb. Xiy, 12. Deut. ix. 14. 
(5) John v. 24. 
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for want of a. thorough knowing their ſtate, at 
for it, or ſome ather miſcarriage, they bring themſelves under 
doubtings of it: but for ſuch as have co aſſurance under 
Gop's hand and ſeal, (as the objectiop ſpeaks} — 

1 ſealed up to the day of redemption (i) wich a thar 
never hall be looſed. | 
Obj. In caſe any perſon were ſo adjudged to eternal life 
from eternity, that there is no poſſibility of miſcarrying; then 

there was no neceſſity of Chriſt dying for him? ä 

Anſw. The as of abſolute Election do hold with the 
ſcriptures, that Election is,” in and through Chriſt :* the 
ſame decree that ordained to ſalvation, ordained alſo the me- 
diation of Chriſt in order thereto; that Gop might be v juſt 
u in juſtifying, he hath appointed us to obtain ſalvatſon by 
* our Lord Jeſus Chriſt (6). Ye might, with as wuch ſhew 
of reaſon, infer, that if ſuch an end be appointed to be wrought 
by ſuch a means, then that means is unneceſſary to that end: 
that if Gop hath choſen men to ſalvation through ſanAifieac = 
tion of che ſpirit! and belief of the truth, then 'holineſs* and 
faith are needleſs things. Theſe are abſurd reaſonings which 


the truth neither owns nor needs. 


Obj. We judge ſuch an Election to be an open chemy tb 
odlineſs : for who will ſtrain and toil himſelf for chat en 
be knows he ſhall obtain by an eaſy pace? | 

' Anſw, The doctrine of conditional Election can be no 
friend to godlineſs, whatever it may pretend to; ſinee all that 
a man doth. on that account terminates in ſelf, Godlineſs is 
to aim at Gop as our chief end, in all that we do: now one 
that holds the elect ſure of en and believes himſelf to 
be one of them, and yet goes on to fear Gop, and obey him, 
fo, Gop more than he that performs the ſame duties for 


kind, (and perhaps greater in bulk) in expectation of life 


thereby. The Phariſees faſted. oftner than Chriſt's diſciples ; 
but were not ſuch real friends to godlineſs as they. Long 
prayers, faſtings and alms-deeds, are all nothing without love? 
and who (do you think) will love Gop more; he that believes 

himſelf ſure of Goo's love unchangeably, or one that hold 

that after all his toiling and ſtraining he may pofſibly run in 
vain, and loſe all at laſt ? if ye ſpeak thus, ye crols the expe- 
rience of God's children? yea, and of nature too; for who 
counts it a toil to eat his meat when nature requires it, eſpe- 


"Pp 


(1) Ephes. iv. 30. Rom. vill. 15, (#) 1 Theſs,.ix. 10 


58 A PRACTICAL DISCOURSE OF 
cially when it is moſt agreeable-both to his palate and conſti- 
tution? all the ways of Gop are pleaſantneſs to them that 
5" walk in them :** and theſe would not leave them again, al- 
though their future happineſs were not concerned in it: if they 
be' grievous to any, it is from their unacquaintedneſs with his 
love, 1 John v. 3. an e817 5 4 
Odj. It muſt needs make men very remiſs and looſe in the 
ſervice of Gop. TWIN ah ofa e CT 30s ; 89} 
Anſw. A ſtrange aſſertion! that the aſſurance of Gon! 
love ſhould make men careleſs in. ſerving him: they that fo 
judge, can never be over diligent. to * make their calling and 
Election ſure.** Chriſt knew that the * angels had charge 
over him,“ and that ©. he. ſhould not daſh his foot againſt a 
5 ſtone zu yet was nevertheleſs careful of his own preſervation, 
Paul was {ure of the © crown of rightequſneſs ; and yet as di- 
ligent in * beating down his body,“ and ſtrained as hard in 
running his race, as any of thoſe who lay the ſtreſs of ſalvation 
upon their works. 4 550 * 
Obj. Such a notion of Election, lays the honour and neceſ- 
ſity of that great ordinance of preaching the goſpel in the duſt: 
for if the elect (ſo called) ſhall as certainly be ſaved by a 
weak, ſimple or corrupt miniſtry, and this (it may be) enjoyed 
but a day or two in all a man's life, or looſely attended upon 
wherein is the miniſtry of the golpel to be eſteemed ? - | 
Anſw. That peremptory decrec, that © ſummer and winter, 
day and night, ſhall not ceaſe,” takes not away the neceſſity 
of the ſun's being in the world, nor of its daily riſings, ſettings, 


and various revolutions; for by theſe (as the neceſſary means, 


thereof) muſt the decree be made good. So the abſoJutenels 
of that other part of the promiſe, that * ſeed-time and harveſt 
5 ſhall not ceaſe,” doth nut a whit diſcharge the huſbandman ei- 
ther of his uſefulneſs or duty; but evinceth the one, and in- 
forceth the other; giving alſo encouragement to him in his 
work, The force of this anſwer will not be evaded by alledg- 
ing, that Gop affords them means proper and ſufficient for 
ſeed - time and harveſt ; (that is, they have fitting ſeaſons, with 
ſced-corn, horſes, ploughs, and other utenſils of huſbandry) 
and that is all the promiſe intends; and if they improve them 
not, the fault is their own, True, it is ſo, and they ſhall 


ſmart for their neglect: but what will become of the promile, 
and ſureneſs of the covenant ? therefore this is not all that 
He that decreed how long 

che 


Gop doth for men in this point, 
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me earth ſhall endure, and what number of men he will raiſe 
vp upon it, did alſo decree his on upholding thereof during 
that time, and by what means thoſe men ſhould be propagated, 

and kept alive; and did accordingly put into them the princi- 
ples of [eif-preſervation ; by which they are naturally prompted 
to the uſe of them, as they are to eat, drink and fleep : * He 


u hath ſet the world in their heart,“ Eccles. iti. 11. As the 
elect ſhall certainly be ſaved, and alſo prepared for that ſalva- 
tion; ſo hath the Lord appointed them ſuch a miniſtry, and 
for 10 long a time, and their attendance thereon in ſuch a 
manner, as ; beſt agreeth to his own intent, and which he will 
bleſs and make effectual for that end; as is ſeen by his ſend- 
ing Paul to certain places, where he muſt preach, “ and not 
« hold his peace :# why ? becauſe * Gop had much people 
there, u (that is, of his elect ones) who muſt be brought in 
by Paul's miniſtry : Bithynia, and other places, he is not ſuf- 
fzred to go into, though he would; Gop had not yet any 
work for him there, Thoſe that are to be taken, the Lord 
will bring them under the means, as he did that ſhoal of fiſhes 
under Peter's net (!): witneſs the Eunuch, Cornelius, the 
jaylor, and others. And this means, whether: powerful or 
ſimple in men's eſteem, it is all one to GoD ; his word ſhall 
accompliſh that he ſends it for: and the weaker the means 
are, the more is the power of Gop magnified. See As ii. 
How by illiterate mens miniſtry he took them by thouſands, 
and * added to his church daily ſuch as ſhould be ſaved (m).“ 
So then, the miniſtry of the goſpel is in no wiſe made uſeleſs 
or diſeſteemable by the doctrine of abſolute Election, but is 
rather greatened thereby, as being the power of Gon to 
chat ſalvation he hath choſen us to- | 

Obj. Of what great conſequence to the world are the richeſt 
gifts of wiſdom, knowledge, utterance, Cc. if all thoſe who 
are / in any poſſibility of being ſaved by them, may and ſhall as 
certainly be ſaved without them ? 

Anſw. That the richeſt gifts of wiſdom, knowledge, utter- 
ance, are of no great conſequence to the world, is no conſe- 
quent of the doctrine of abſolute election; for they are given 
for the perſecting of the ſaints, and edifying the body of 
Chriſt,” (that is, the elect:) And all the diverfties of gifts. 
manifeſtations and operations, do concur to the ſame end, 
lnce it is the ſame Gop who worketh all in all; (that is) he 

appoints 


0 John xxi. 6. (-) Ads ii. 9. 10, 11, 47. 
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appoints'men to ſalvation, theſe gifts, as a means to prepard 
them for it, and makes them eus thereto. But that thoſe 
richeſt gifts of wiſdom, knowledge and utterance, are of ng 
uſe gr conſequence to the world, is a very natural con- 
lequent of that doctrine, which tells the world, that the ſun 
moon and ſtars do preach the goſpel ſufficiently for ſalvation: 
Which if they do, wherein (indeed) are thoſe richeſt gifts to 
be eſteemed? and to what end is this waſte? Why ſhould 
the beſt of men fuffer ſtripes, impriſonments and death, for 
doing that which might be done by thoſe above the reach of 
danger? And withal, it is too well known and obvious, that 
men of greateſt knowledge, utterance and depth of reaſon, 
(ſuch as are ſtiled the princes of this world) they are not al- 
ways (nay, very rarely) the faſteſt friends of truth and godli- 
nefs; and thoſe few that be, are not always moſt ſucceſsful 
in their work (7): When as ſome others, meanly furniſhed 
in Compariſon, have turned the world upſide down (o). 
The Lord oft-times rejects the wiſe and prudent, and reveals 
kimfſelf by babes; to take from men occaſion of boaſting; 
and to make it appear, that the faith of his people doth not 
ſtand in the wiſdom of men, but in the power of Gob (þ), 


* whoſe weakneſs is ſtronger then men, and his fooliſhneſs "—_ 
wiſer ().“ 


Obj. Upon what account can men be preſſed to a frequent, 156 
diligent, conſcientious attendance on the miniſtry ; if ſalvation, ol 
and conſequently preparation, and meetneſs for falvation, fhall 5 
as certainly be had by a broken, careleſs, ſuperficial attendance ang 
in this kind? 89 he 

Anſw. On what account did the Lord fo frequently ad- 3 
moniſh that people, * to keep the law Without turning aſide; bein 
to circumciſe their hearts; and to be no more ſtiff/necked ;* my 


their-unworthineſs could not deprive them of Canaan, which 
the author of this objection elſewhere” affirms they could not. 1 
But further: As men are creatures, it is their duty to ferve N 
and honour Gop; and in order thereto, to wait upon him iſ J 
his ordinances, and that with all diligence, although the buſt- 
neſs of their ſalvation were not concerned in it, but much 2. 1 
more fince it is, if any thing of ſelf- concern may enforce i © 
duty: And truly the preſent ſweetneſs that is in the good ways log 


nei wn as the condition of their obtaining Canaan ? If all 


men 


60 Fecles. ir. 11. (6) 2 Cor. xii, 10. Acts xvii. 6. 2 Cor, X. 10. 
(7) Cor. u. 5. (g) Ch. i. 25. 
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f Gon, is argument ſufficient to induce our moſt ſerious. 
ttendance thereon, But (that ſalvation, or meetneſs for ſal- 
ation, may as certainly be had by a carelefs attendance) is 
ar from the doctrine of abſolute Election to affert : For it 
wrefſeth it ſtill as an important duty, to give all diligence to 
make our calling and Election ſure. * But really, remiſsneſs in 
Juty is the natural reſult of that doctrine which teacheth, 
That a man poſſibly may loſe all he hath run for at the laſt 
ep: For who will ſtrain and toil himfelf (as they term it) for 
an uncertainty? And if there be any ſuch, who neglect their 
luty, becauſe if elected they are ſure to be ſaved, they give but 
a ſorry evidence of their ſtate; and they are (commonly} 
ſuch as oppoſe the doctrine of Election, and not of thoſe who 
old for it. | | 


oy Obj. Such an Election as we contend againſt, we judge to 
iſhed be moſt unworthy the moſt excellent nature of Gor; and to 


be at manifeſt defiance with. his wiſdom, holineſs, mercy, 
« ae, IO 

ou! WW the Election contended againſt be ſuch as the 
odjector's arguments are pointed at, it is ſuch as (I ſuppoſe} 
Mo wa held by any; and then it is ill ſpent time to ſet up 
hack counterfeit notions, and make a great buſineſs of confuting 
them, But it is abſolute Election, without reſpect to mens 
works, that is {triven againſt : And for this, we ſay, 1. Abſo- 


* lute Election, is no way contrary to the wiſdom of Gop, but 
(ay noſt conſonant thereto: For how can it ſtand with his wiſdom, 
to determine the death of his ſon for the ſalvation of men, 


and leave it undetermined, (and confequently uncertain) 
J. vhetber any one perſon ſhall have ſalvation by it; for ſo it 
0 Je: nuſt be, if Election be not abſolute. 2. It is ſo far from 
09 20 deing at manifeſt defiance with the mercy of God, that it is 
7 all WJ oft congruous and ſuitable to the very nature of it. To ſhew 
mercy, is to open the heart to one in diſtreſs; to love and to 

do good to enemies, whom he might as juſtly have deſtroyed, 
fore 24 was no way obliged to ſpare, much leſs to advance them: 
im it Nay, perhaps they were deeper involved in guilt than other 
pu. men, even the chief of ſinners; which is (ſure) the higheſt 
illuſtration of mercy, and far from a manifeſt defiance of it. 


2 3. It doth not oppoſe the juſtice of Gop; for to whom is he 
ways dedtor, or can be? All had a ſtock in Adam; and having 


of lot it by their own default, God is not obliged to reſtore it: 
Therefore no injuſtice to repair one, and not another, 


. 10. Obj. 


4 


82 A PRACTICAL DISCOURSE OF 


Obj. Doth it argue any ſovereign or high ſtrain of grace, Noth 
when ten thouſand have equally offended, to pardon one or lf blo 
two; and implacably reſolve to puniſh and torment all the ret mal 
to the utmoſt extremity ? And this againſt all poſſible inter- ben 
veniency of ſorrow and repentance for their faults ? $f. 

Anfw. It were very deſirable that men, while they pre. mer 
tend to argue for truth, wonld order their ſpeech as becorhes {that 
the. gravity of ſuch a ſubject (r); and much more that they WI thoi 
come not ſo near to a downright reproaching that glorious {ſtate 
grace, of which we cannot have apprehenſions awful enough, then 
The men who thus ſpeak, had need to try their ſpirits, part 
whether they be of God; fince from the ſame premiſes they 3. I 
draw concluſions quite contrary to thoſe, who (we know) 
* ſpake as they were moved by the Holy Ghoſt. In ſcripture 
account it is no derogation to the grace of Gop, that he 
called Abraham alone; leaving millions beſides to their perifh- {Wrepe! 
ing condition. Nor can ] believe that Moſes underſtood it a 
Cifparaging of God's love to mankind, when he tells us, in th 
That he choſe the people of Iſrael alone for his own peculiars ; N to pu 
who yet were the feweſt of any People (s). One of a city, into 
and two of a family, were leſs in proportion than one or two Ot 
of ten thouſand ; yet no complaint upon, it, by thoſe intereſted ti 
in that grace, It is the property of God's children to admire But 
that Fe loves any, and eſpecially themſelves; and not to find 
fault becauſe he loves not all alike. * Who am I (ſays David) 
that thou haſt brought me hitherto ! And Chriſt's diſciples, by th 
5 Lord, why wilt thou manifeſt thyſelf to us (us twelve) and 
not to the world (f) f, It is therefore the more wi to 
confider, Why and haw,—any that call themſelves of the 
brotherhood, came fo to eſpouſe the quarrel of thoſe without; 
end that with ſuch eagerneſs, as to ſtrive and fall out among {ubjec 
themſelves about the others concerns: It were more adviſeable ¶ Ttionec 
to leave off diſputing and fall to practice. But to anſwer . 
more directly; 1. This remnant is not ſo contemptibly to be fis ſo 
fpoken of; they are © Ten thouſand times ten thouſand, and 
s thouſands of thouſands () : And how ſmall ſoever the number pf eart 
be, (if it were but one, it were more by one than the whole 
creation could deſerve) I ſay, How few ſoever they are, no 
man knows but himſelf may be one of them; unleſs by 
deſpiſing the grace of Gop in Election, he hath proved it 

| : x otherwiſe Nelf an 


(7) Eccles. v. 1. be Ml +, 
(z). Jchn xiv, 22, 0% Rev. v. 11. 
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otherwiſe to himſelf, 2. To pitch on a few while in their 


e of WW blood and enmity againſt Gop, and refolve even then to 
ref WI make them everlaſtingly happy, and that againſt the natural 
1ter- bent of their own will, was a grace much more high and 
4 ſovereign, than to ſave them for their own better improve» 
pre. ment of what they have in common with other men; for 
"hes that would not be of grace but of debt. Or if the Lord 


ſhould bring ten thouſand times that number into a ſalvable 
ſtate, (as they ſpeak ;) but ſo, as (very poſſibly) not one of 
them ſhall ever be ſaved, it would not bring the thouſandth 
part of that glory to his grace, as to ſave a few invincibly. 
3. If the Lord did foreſee that but few would believe 3 
and yet reſolved to ſave none but ſuch as ſhould believe; 
then the objection (as to fewneſs) falls on the obſector's 
doctrine as much as ours. 4. As for godly ſorrow, faith and 
repentance; they are the gift of Gon, and proper to the 
elect: and fo, no reaſon to ſuppoſe the interveniency of theſe 
in them that are left; or to fear an implacable reſolution 


ars ; ¶ co puniſh and torment any in whom theſe poſſibilities go forth 
city, Winto act. i 4,704. r En 5 
two WI Other allegations they have againſt: the doctrine of Elec- 
eſted tion, which will admit of as plain a ſolution as thoſe above: 


But it being my purpoſe: to collect what I ſhall find in the 
ſcriptures for it, and not to cdntroyert the point; I proceed 
avid) Ino further, but go on to the uſefulneſs of the doctrine; only 
ples, by the way let me premiſe a caution or two. N 
and 1. Let no man tax Gon with injuſtice or partiality, be- 
e to rauſe he takes not all; or becauſe not thoſe of higheſt 
the eſteem among men. Do not the princes of the world ex- 


out; Nerciſe dominion over men like themſelves? Or is there a 
10Np ſubject ſo mean, but will think himſelf wronged, if que 
-able tioned for diſpoſing. of his own? (which yet is his own 
ſwer but as borrowed:) And ſhall vain man preſume to arraign 


is ſovereign Lord! * Woe to him that ſtriveth with his 
and {Wnaker (x) : If you muſt be meddling, let it be with pot-ſherds 
nber If earth like yourſelves, | | „ , 
2. Let no man diſ-value the doctrine of Election becauſe - 


hole 

„ no t takes in but a remnant : Why are they ſtiled, The little 
s by ock, but to heighten the mercy and privilege of it in their 
ed it {ficem | Noah did not contemn the grace of Gon to him- 


lf and his ſons, becauſe the world of ungodly were ex- 
| | 9 cluded 
(x) Iſa. xIv.g. 
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cluded the ark; nor the remnant that eſcaped the ſword in 
Egypt Ty), reckon their own deliverance e'er the leſs merey 


it: Men do not uſe to ſlight their own immunities for other 

not being interefted in them; but rather to value - themſelves 

the more upon it. fade 1 i: mit | 
And now, as à means to prevent or remove the Evil ſur- 


miſes cautioned againſt z with thoſe other ſiniſter deductions 


which carnal reaſon may be apt to ſuggeſt 3 let us draw vp a 
_ few of thoſe many and worthy improvements this doctrine 
is capable of, above and beyond that of the contrary tener: 
As alfo of thofe laws of duty which it lays upon us. And 
here I would fee, firſt, what fruit may be gathered from the 
ſeveral branches of the propoſition ; and then, what from the 
groſs or whole of it promiſcuoully. | * 56,60 
J. Since there is an Election of men to ſalvation, put you 
in for à part and intereſt in it: Though their number be dut 
ſmall, caſt in your lot, and make one among them. 
meaning is, 'That though never ſo few are the objects of 
Election, you will make it your buſineſs to prove yourſelf 
of that few? If but two in the whole world, who knows 
but thou mayeſt be one of them? And do it the rather, fot 
fewneſs's ſake : It is our Saviour's argument, They are but 
a few that go in at the ſtrait- gate zu therefore ſtrive, The 
Nimevites had not that ground to believe God would accept 
them that eee 8 for their ruin 5 m 
emptory words, and no room expreſly left for fepen- 
— and yet they humbled — rg and turned from 
their evil ways, upon this only conſideration, Who can tell 
» if Gop will turn away this fierce anger, that we periſn 
# not (a) Tu It is a happineſs worth your venturing for: For, 
(J.) You can loſe nothing by endeavouring. (2.) You cat 
hardly have a more ſolid evidence of your being elected, than 
to have your Heart taken with electing love, and caſting your 
felf upon it: And (3.) Never did any periſh who ventured en 
this bottom. +» {10 6459 
II. From the doctrine of EleRion's abfoluteneſs is evi- 
denced the exceeding riches of the grace of Gop, in that ht 
hath Hot heft this great concern to human contrivance 
dut huüth laid it more fure and fafe, than men themſelves 
would have dene: For it is too evident (by the rg 
5 that 


(2) Jer, xliv, 2, (a) Jonah ili. 9, 10. 


becauſe the reſt of their countrymen had not a ſhare in 


=_ 
— 


245322. 241221 


ro Nan 4. 
that are uſed to make Election dependent and conditional) 
how it would have gone, if left to the wiſdom of men. 
But I ſhall not doubt to affirm, that this doctrine of Elec- 
tion's abſoluteneſs is much beforehand with that which 
teacheth it to be conditional, both in point of encourage- 
ment, and otherwiſe ; and that as well before believing, as 
afterwards. ki gr | | R 

1. Before à man comes to believe; ſuppoſing him to be 
notionally inſtructed therein before. For being under con- 
viction of the greatneſs and multitude of his ſins, and finding 
the power of indwelling eorruptions ſo inſuperable, having 
alſo ſome fight of the holineſs of God, 4nd that be will by 
no means clear the guilty, it needs muſt prove à difficult 
matter to believe that there is mercy and -pardon for ſuch a 
one as he; or that ever thoſe domineering luſts ſhould: be 
made to ſubmit: But then conſidering, 1. That electing love 


pitches on the chief of ſinners. 2. That it flows not from, 


nor is founded upon, any condition to be performed by men: 
And 3. That Election has in it all that conduceth to life and 
godlinefs: Theſe things, I ſay, conſidered, it cannot but have 
a far greater influence on the ſoul, to cleave unto God, and 
follow hard after him, than if his Election were ſuſpended 
upon his doing that which he finds in himſelf no power to 
perform: For he ſees by woful (and yet, through grace, 
happy) experience, that as the law is made weak through the 
weakneſs of the fleſh ; ſo alſo, (ſetting aſide the abſoluteneſs 
of electing love) all the means of grace which are given in 
common among men, would be wholly ineffectual to ſalva- 
tion: Which difficulties, electing love in its abſoluteneſs 
will ſuperfede, and ſet him above them all; eſpecially con- 
ſidering that faith and holineſs are as abſolutely promiſed and 
pg for in Election, as ſalvation itſelf, at the end of 
is faith. oe?” 71; ef 

2. After a man comes to believe, this doctrinę of abſolute 
Election is of ſingular uſe and benefit to him, bath as tending 
to keep him on his feet, and to raiſe him when he is down. 
I, It is a great preſervative in time of temptation. The re- 
membrance of that love which looked upon him when he was 
in his blood, and ſaid he ſhould live, and hath now alſo made 
good its word to him, muſt needs operate ſtrongly with a 
_ heart, - againſt whatever might be unworthy of ſuch 
ore: Let the bait be never ſo aptly ſuited, he will turn from 
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it in a holy diſdain (as good Joſeph did) * How can I do this 
5: wickedneſs, and ſin againſt God,” (Gen. xxxix. 9.) who 
hath dealt ſo bountifully with me! 2. Nothing more tends to 
regovery after a fall, than the conſideration of the freeneſs of 
God's love at firſt, and his mighty power in quickening, 
when altogether dead; and that both theſe (namely, this 
Jove and this power) are engaged by an abſolute covenant, to 
bring every one that takes hold thereof unto glory; ant 
therefore will receive him, not only after upon return to his 
duty, but in the midſt of his backſlidings he wilt come and 
heal him. The Lord's way ef dealing with Ephraim is an 
inſtance pertinent to the caſe in hand, J. lvii. 17, 18, 21, 22. 
and in the xlivth chapter, he doth, as it were, clench and 
faſten this nail in a ſure place; ® Remember, O Jacob, I have 
n formed thee; thou ſhalt not be forgotten of me: I have 
5 blotted out thy ſins ; therefore return unto me. And Je. 
iii. 14. * Return, O backſliding children, for I am married 
unto you,” (to wit, by his covenant of Election). To this 
purpoſe alſo is the edge of Samuel's argument applied in 1 Sam, 
xii. 20, 22. © Fear not; ye have done all this wickednels ; 
s yet turn not aſide from following the Lord :* As if he had 
ſaid, Your wickedneſs indeed is great, ye have highly pro- 
voked the Lord by your caſting him off : yet be not dil- 
couraged, as if the Lord would caſt you off: * For the Lord 
5 will not forſake his people ;* (but why ?) * Becauſe it hath 
* pleaſed the Lord to make you his people.“ And in ver. 24. 
he further backs it with the remembrance of the great things 
God had done for them afore-time: Than which there 5; 
nothing of ſtronger tendency to a ſoul's recovery. 
III. From the perſonality of Election: And IV. From the 
eternity of its original, I gather in general: 1 
That ſince the ſcriptures have ſo highly renowned thele 
two circumſtantial parts of election, by ſo frequent a mention- 
ing of them; and that on occaſions of the ſolemneſt import, 
we ought not to paſs them by, as things of indifferent notice; 
But as being diverſly inſtructive, worthy to be kept, and ſo- 
berly contended for. The Holy Ghoſt doth not uſe to in-. 
culcate matters of ordinary obſervance or little import: But, life ( 
as noting to us ſome great importancy in them; as taxing 
alſo our ſloth, and aptneſs to negle& them; and to ſtir up (a) 
our minds to make the more diligent ſearch, what, and what le) 
manner 0 


derives 
tie he 


none | 
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manner of things they are, and how to be improved: In 
particular, Eat | a 


F oo the perſonality of Election, I infer ; 


Infer. 1. That it ought to be minded as matter of the higheſt 
honour to the parties concerned, The Lord illuſtrates Moſes 
at no ordinary rate, when he tells him, © I knaw thee by 
„name (a): and doubtleſs, intended that Moſes himſelf ſhould 
ſo account of it, and be highly ſatisfied therewith, though 
denied ſome other things he would fain have had. Thus alſo 
Paul ſignalizeth thoſe eminent ſaints, who were his fellow- 
labourers in the goſpel ; that“ their names were in the 
book of life (v). U And our Saviour propounds it to his diſci- 
ples as matter of higheſt exaltation, that & their names were 
* written in heaven (c). That our poor inſignificant names, 
ſhould be written in Gop's book, and laid up among his 
treaſures in heaven, when the generality of names, (even 
names of note) are written in the duſt, let it not ſeem a light 
matter to us: for this is that ® eyerlaſting name which never 
* ſhall be cut off (4).* | RA 

Infer, 2, The knowledge of this thing, (namely, that Gon 
has thus taken notice 7 name) is a great privilege to 
them that know it. It enlarges the heart to higher expecta- 
tions; it gives boldneſs (or freedom) of ſpeech towards Gon; 
as if nothing were too great for ſuch a one to aſk. See how 
Moſes grows upon it; no ſooner, ſays Gop, * I know thee 
by name,” but Moſes (as wrapt into the ſecond, and fain 
would be in the third heaven) preſently replies, * I beſeech 
* thee ſhew me thy glory!” ?- 5 

Infer. 3. As it is matter of honour and privilege, fo it will 
prove one of your beſt titles to your heavenly inheritance. 
It will ſignify ſomething one day, (however by ſome too 
lightly eſteemed now) when it ſhall be the great diſtinguiſhing 
Character between you and the world: whoever he be that 
derives not his genealogy from this regiſter, will be put from 
we heavenly prieſthood (f). The new Jeruſalem admits 
none but ſuch whoſe * names are written in the book of 
life (g) : yea, every one that is nor Wund written there, 


G 3 ſhall 
() Phil. iv. z. 
; (4) Ifa. lvi. 5. 
(F) Nehem, Vil, 04. 


(a) Exod, xxxiii. 17. 
e) Luke x. 20. 

{e) Exod. xxxiii. 18. 
e) Rev. xxi. 2. 


, 
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ſhall be caſt into a lake of fire (h) ; therefore 5 give all dili- 


5 gence to make your Election ſure,” E | 
Infer. 4. It alſo imports matter of duty from us. When 
princes confer titles of honour, lands, or immunities ; they 
uſe to reſerve ſome kind of rent, or other ſervice, to rind 
their ſubjects (though favourites) of whom they hold. Von 
have no fuch way of owning your great benefactor, nor 10 
ſuch means of being conſiderable in the world; as by bearing 
the badge and impreſs of him who gave you this name of ho- 
nour. Let his name therefore be named upon you; carry 
his name in your boſom ; bear it on your ſhoulders, and the 
5 palms of your hands: let the choiceſt of your affections, the 
chief of your ſtrength, and the whole of your activity, be em- 
ployed for his honour ; let every thing you do bear an ini 
preſſion of him whoſe name is holy. | 


Then, from the antiquity of Election. 


Infer. 1. Let the ancientneſs of electing love, draw up our 
hearts to a very dear and honourable eſteem of it. Pieces of 
antiquity, (though of baſe metal, and otherwiſe of little uſe 
or value) how venerahle are they with learned men? and an- 
cient charters, how careful are men to preſerve them; al- 
though they contain but temporary privileges, and ſometime 
but of trivial moment ? how then ſhould the great charter of 
heaven, ſo much older than the world, and containing matters 
of eternal weight and glory : which alſo hath been confirmed 
by ſo many promiſes ; exemplified by multitudes of caſes 
with a ſeal affixed more precious than heaven itſelf : (all which 
proclaim the eternal validity of it.) How ſhould this, I fay, 
be had in everlaſting remembrance, and the thoughts thereof 
be very precious to us ; lying down, riſin up, and all the 
day long accompanying of us ! and how careful ſhould we be, 
not only to keep this charter uncancelled, but alſo to Keep 
it clean from all, ſorts of duſt and ſoil, by which the legible- 
nne, 
— | 

 Infer, 2. Let Election's eternal origin be an argument for 
its eternal duration; and ſo, of the ſaints invincible perſe- 
verance to glory. That which is from everlaſting, ſhall be 
ta, everlaſting ; if the root be eternal, ſo are the branches 
Surely, for this good end (among others) it is twice recorded 

8 Tra Sear en ee eee 


% Chap. xx. 15. 


rene . 
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in the Revelation, that u their names were ritten in the 
# book of life from the fousdation gf the Werd (i) 1% namely, 
to ſignify and aſſure, that the ele ſhall be ſafely and ſuxely 
kept from thoſe dreadful apoſtaſies, which the reſt of the 
world ſhall fall into, and ba gyerwhelmed with, And hence 
(perhaps) it is, that we read af nathing dens in etexnitys 
but Election, and things appendant, or peculiar thereto ; 23 
the promiſe of eternal life, the lamb ſlain, the kingdom pres 
pared, Ic. Election is an eternal fountain, that never leaves 
running while a veſſel is empty or capable of holding more; 
and it ſtands open to all comers : therefare came, and if . 
have not ſufficient of your own, go and bazrow yellals, 
empty veſſels, not a few; u pay your debts gut of its 38d live 
u on the xelt (4)* to eternity. 2's #hcgrd 


v. From the dactrine of chooſing in Chr. 


Infer, 1. It is an high demonſtration of God's love to his 
choſen, We may fay of it as Hyram ta Solomon, * becaufe 
the Lord loved his people, he ſer his ſon aver them ({).* It 
is alſo an eminent proof of his manifold wiſdom, to contrive 
the bleſſedneſs of his people in fuch a manner, as ſhould maſt 
certainly ſecure their obtãinment of it; maſt fignally iNuſtrate 
his love to them; and ſp, moſt affectionately win upop their 
hearts, and to oblige them to himſelf for ever. e may 
hence alſa diſcern ſomething of that immenſe greatneſs 
holinefs of God; that though he ſo loved his olect as t 
make them * one in himfelf (an), x that union could not be ad- 
mitted without a mediator equal with himſelf, 

Infer 2. Gather hener your ſtability and fafety: whatever 
ſtrait or difficulty you are entering upon, ® drink of this 
brook in the way,” and lift up your head. Whatever pertajns 
to life and godlineſs, grace and glory, this life and that to 
come, is all laid up in Chriſt, (as all forts of fpod in the ark, 
for thoſe whq found grace in his fight) all fulnefs dwells in 
him (), and that for you. He is not only a root ſtable in 
himſelf, but eftabliſhing to you; communicating fap and 


ſpirit to all his branches: while there is life in him you can- 


not dig. This is that makes the ſaints ſtand firm and ſecure 
| G4 in 
(i) Rev. xiii, 8. and xvij. 8. 
JI] 2 Chron. ii. 11. 
0 Col. ii; 9. John i, 16. 


Kings iv. 7. 
— Jobs fil. 2 


in the midſt of dangers ; 
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Fun the evil one toucheth them not (o). 
Let all the rebel-crew of adverſaries (Satan, the world, your 
own evil hearts) aſſociate themſelves, and take counſel 

ther, it all comes to nought: let their aſſaults be renewed 
again and again, they are ſtill beaten off: they gird themſelves, 
and are broken in pieces ; they gird again, and again th 
are broken in pieces: thus it is, and thus it ſhall be to the 
end of our warfare: * for Gop is with us (y).“ This was it 
made David fearleſs, even © in the valley ink ſhadow of death 
the Lord was with him ().“ And thoſe three noble confeſ. 
ſors, they walked ſecure in the fiery furnace, becauſe the 
5 fon of God was among them (r). Therefore do all, ſuffer 
all, and expect all, as being in Chriſt, and not otherwiſe: but 
wo to him that. is alone, who when he falls, hath not Chriſt 


to help him up. 
Infer. 3. Let this your relation to Chriſt be evidenced by 


your likeneſs to him: © He that is joined to the Lord, is. one 


5 ſpirit (s). The holy oil that was poured on your head, 
runs down to the ſkirts of his garments," that is, to the very 
meaneſt of his followers ; and they carry along the deen 
ſcent with them, wherever they go; (or ſhould do as Pa 
did, 2 Cor. ii. 14.) It is natural to thoſe © married unto Chriſt 


* to bring forth fruit unto Gop (x) ; and ſee it be ſuch as 


will abide the teſt, endure all ſorts of weather, and be n 
by it. | 

jj 5" 4. This doctrine illuſtrates that of juſtification z as 3 4 
ſhewing wherein the true matter of juſtifying rihteouſach 
doth conſiſt, and how it comes to be ours. Our faith (or 
act of believiog) cannot be the matter of it, for that it is 


an imperfect thing; and ſo cannot be reckoned in the placę 


of perfect righteouſneſs : for, it muſt be a righteouſneſs per. 
fectly perfect that juſtifies, . as it was a ſin perfectly ſinful 
that condemned. This righteouſneſs. alſo muſt be = own, 
in a way of right, as Adamis-fiux. alſo was) though performed 
in the perſon of another. Chtiſt and Adam being parallels 
in their headſhip, the imputation of the one's guiltineſs, and 
of the other's righteouſneſs, are righteouſly applied to their 
reſpective ſeeds. And this was a main end of the Lord s put- 


ting thoſe he would juſtify i into Chriſt; z that he * being made 


ſin, 


(0) 1 John v. 18, 
(g) Pſalm xxiii. 4. 
6) 1 Cor. vi. 17. 


(p) Iſa. vii. 9, 10. 
(7) Dan. iii. 25. 


(2) Rom, vil, 4. 
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fin, and a curſe for them; they might be made the righteouſ- 
neſs of Gop in him; and ſo, Gop might be juſt in juſtifying 
of them.” Faith in this-matter holds the place of an evidence 
or ſeal of that righteouſneſs which. belonged to us as being in 
Chriſt, before we believed; (ag Canaan did to Abraham's 
ſeed before they were born;) and. is given us on the account 
of our intereſt therein (a2); that we might apprehend it, and 
enjoy the benefits of it (x): which is ſurely a far better 

round to build our juſtification upon, than our weak and im- 
perfect faith, which ſtands in need daily of the righteouſneſs 
of Gop for its own ſupport. But let not faith loſe of its 
due reſpe& : it is a precious grace, and may not ſuffer diſpa- 
agement. Though it doth not originate your title to juſti- 
fication 3 it is the beſt evidence ye can have for it; though 
it be not your peace-maker (primarily), it is yet of that im- 
portant uſefulneſs, that your peace cannot be compleated, 
nor can you know that your peace is made without it. 
Your record is in heaven, and cannot be pleaded here, (the 
court of conſcience takes no notice of it) until exemplihed 
under the ſeal of faith. It is ſomewhat like the inſtrumentum 
pacis, where parties have been at variance ; though the peace 
be made, and terms agreed, it has not its full effect, until ra- 
tized on both ſides, and exchanged. Therefore, | 

Infer. 5. Make it the main part of yaur care and buſineſs 
to get into Chriſt, and to abide in him. | 


VI. The founding of Election upon grace affords us 
| divers uſeful inſtructions: as 


Infer. 1. To fall down and adore the great Gop for this 
unſpeakable diſcovery of his love to men. It is one of the 
richeſt mercies that he would not betruſt us in our own k 
ing: that another (and he one that had not the leaſt need 
of. us) ſhould be more provident for us than we would have 
been for ourſelves : that our chiefeſt intereſt ſhould have the 
higheſt ſecurity : that it ſhould be founded upon grace; 
the attribute which our great king moſt delights to honour : 


and that he ſhould do it (as it were againſt our wills; for 


ſo it is, in as much as to graft our happineſs on the will of 
another, is contrary to nature:) of all bottoms, we ſhould 
not have pitched it there; and yet, in truth, no other ground 
Wou:d hold us: his name may well be called wonderful; “Ic 

* bs 


(s) Phil. iii, 12. (x) Phil. i. 29- 


92 A PRACTRIGAÞ DISEQURSE OF 


„is not after the, manner of men: this is the Lord's going 
and let it 5 mapvelous in our eyes,” Fſalm cxviii. 23. 
IIgnfer. 2, It ſhews what reaſon we have to diſcard and eafhig 
for ever, that Sen and blindſold opinion, which lan 
the ſtreſs of ſalvation on a thing of nought: for, why 
elſe is the will of a frail and mutable man? ta forfake 
| living fountain, and reſt on a ciſtern, a broken ciſtem, 
what folly is it! to caſt our eagle's wings, and truſt to 
foot out of joint; who would do it that is not void af unde. 
ſtanding ? ſurely Job was aware of it, when he profeſſeth, 
* He would not value a life that depended on his own nigh 

1 teouſneſs (a). 

The grace of Gor is little beholden to that do@trin 
which would give the glory of it to a graceleſs thing; a0 
as little have the ſouls of men to thank it for: it feeds then 
with dreams and . fancies; which, when they awake, wil 
leave them hardly beſtead, and hungry (3). Therefore ft 
not down under the ſhadow of that gourd ; it hath a wory 
at the root; and they will not be held guiltleſs, nor kept 
from the ſcorching ſun, whoever they be that ſhelter them. 
ſelves in the covert of it, It is a ſpark of mens own kind 
ling, wherewith though compaſſed round, they will lie dem 
in ſorrow (c). Therefore let thoſe who diſrelifh this doQtring, 
becauſe it founds not ſalvation upon ſelf, look well to ghei 
ſtanding, and ſhift from it in time. | | | 

Infer. 3. Fall in practically with the doctrine of Election, 
as founded upon grace. As it was grace which gave poi 
your elect being, fo let it be your ſpirit and utmoſt endes 
vour to improve this your being to the praiſe of that gract.W ooo 
1. Give it the ſole honour of EleQion's original: ſuſſu 
not free-will grace, or any thing elſe, to pretend to a ſha « a] 
in the parentage of it: let not your faith, whether fore 


ſeen or perfected, be reckoned the ground-work, or motivs O 
of your Election; it is a branch of it, and the branch (you 

know) * cannot bear the root (d). u Even faith itſelf mu 7. 
not (and if it be right faith, it will not) * gather where 1 diffe 
5 hath not ſtrewed.* Own nothing (therefore) that may de inte; 
tract from the honour that is due to ſovereign grace. 2. Bll ferve 
yourſelf upon this grace, - againſt all your weakneſs Wl gan 


unworthineſs: Jet not theſe diſcourage you, buy rathe 


(a) Job ix. 15, and 21. (3) Iſa. viii. 21. 
(*) Chap. L II. % Rom. zi. 18 
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plead them as occaſions by which grace will be manifeſted 
and magnified, and ſhew itfelf to be what it is. Thus 
did David; * pardon my fin, for it is great (e) : and' Moſes, 
when all the peoples obedience could not furniſh him with 
an argument for Gop's continuing his preſence with them ; 
what is his plea ? they are an honeſt, inge nuous people; traces 
table to thy commands; pliant to thy will ; they are worthy 
for whom thou ſhouldeſt do this; for they love thy company, 
and have built thee a tabernacle ? Na, there is none af this 
ſtuff in it: but, à Let my Lord, I pray thee, go with us ; far 
s it is a ſtiff=necked people; their neck is an iron ſinew, and 
u their brow braſs ( f ) 3 therefore go thau with us, to better 
us, to ſoften us, and to pardon us: and by this ſhall the 
freeneſs of thy grace appear to us: for, „how elſe ſhall it bo 
known that I and this people have found grace in thy ſight 
(g) du but yet, withal-; (1) Look that you make not alight 
matter of your fins, or of your ſinfulneſs : you cannot 
think bad enough of yourſelf, or of them, nor be too much 
humbled ; only, be not caſt down, (2.) Uſe the means 
that grace hath appointed: * watch, and be fober ; watch 
unto prayer; put on the whole armour of Gop,# and keep 
it cloſe- about you; your ſword and your. ſhield be ſure you 
forget not: but ſtill let your eyes be towards the hand of 
grace, through Chrift, for counſel, ſtrength, agency, and 
every good thing; and depend on it for conſerving and actu - 

ating the grace it hath wrought in you, as plants do on their 
wots: the ſpouſe, after married to Chriſt, prays to be ® drawn 
to him (%. (3.) Whatever befals you, remember tho 
good pleaſure of God is in it; hold your peace as Aaron did 
(i); or if you muſt ſpeak, * Jet your ſpeech be ſeaſoned with 
* ſalt : it is the Lord, let him do as it ſeemeth him good (4).% | 


Other uſeful inſtructions from the doctrine of Election in 
general, and together. 


I. It being a doctrine of To great importance, be not in- 
different about it: put yourſelf on the trial touching your 
intereſt in it, and bring forth your evidences for it: ob- 
ſerve what are the properties of Gods elect, and fee if they 


ſtand on your fide. a | 
1. As 
le) Pſalm xxv. 11, J) Exod. xxxiv. g. 
C) Exod. xxxii, 46. ) Cant. i 4. 


{#) Lev. &. 3. (4) 1 Sam. in. 18. 
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1. As touching the great buſineſs of ſalvation, do you 


ſubmit to mercy without indenting, and making terms with 
Gop? have you laid yourſelf at his feet, with * peradven. 


5 ture he will fave me alive zu and if he ſay, I have no plea- 


ſure in [thee ; lo, here I am, and here I will lie: if I mu 
periſh, I will periſh here; I cannot die in a better place or 


poſture. Thus did Job, when the Lord ſeemed to ſet himſelf 
againſt him, as reſolved to deſtroy him, yet ſtill he reſolved 
to truſt in him, and to hold faſt his integrity (/), This is a 
love more noble, and of an higher extract, than thoſe are 
acquainted with, who conclude, that upon their doing this 
and that, (which they ſuppoſe every man hath power to do) 
they ſhall be ſaved; for ſuch kind of love is mercenary : he 


will not ſtir, nor look towards the vineyard, unti] he hath 
agreed for his penny; the other goes in, and falls to his work, 
and leaves to his maſter, to give him what is meet (); 
which alſo he leaves to his maſter's judgment, and not his 


own : and truly he ſpeeds never the worſe for his ſo doing, 
But I would not be taken to intend a contentation or willing- 


neſs to be deſtroyed : this, I hope, is cleared before, under 


the firſt general head, 


2. Do you own Gop's ſovereign commands, without 
diſputing? Abraham did thus, in the buſineſs of Iſaac; al- 
though he could not ſee how the promiſe of Gop, and the 
killing of his ſon, could ſtand together; and fo will Abra- 
ham's children do. They know that their Lord is a great 
king, hath abſolute dominion, giveth account of none 
of his matters: what he is pleaſed to command, their dut 
is to obey, without aſking a reaſon why? or, how will heb 
things conſiſt ? ſuch demands become not the lips of thoſe wha 
live upon grace. | Co 

. Doth your love towards Gop hold the ſame courſe 
that his love hath done towards you? all that Gop hath 
done, or will do, for his choſen, is the product of electing 


love. Does all your obedience ariſe from love? and does 


this love of yours grow out of bis? is his electing love 
the root of it? is all that you do towards Gop, in a way of 
gratitude and duty, and with deſign to glorify his grace! 
and when the Lord ſeems to go from you, do you follow. 


the harder after him; as he for a long time followed you, 


waiting that he a be gracious unto you? this is truly 
| 4 


n) Matt. xx. 2, , 11, 


(/) Job xili. 15. 


for il 
alway 


Tacot 
lays t 
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a God-like love: the eminency whereof lies in this, that 
u he loved us when enemies to him zu and loved us into a 
likeneſs to himſelf; anſwerable whereto, we ſhould love him, 
eren while our fears may apprehend him to be our enemy; 
and through the power of his love ſecretly hg wy he 
our hearts, go on to love bim, until the glory of the Lord 
be riſen upon us. You could not thus love Gop, if he had 
not loved you firſt (n). | | 
4. Do you rejoice. in. the thoughts of electing love, 
what it is, and whence it came? what it hath deſigned you 
for, and will bring you unto at laſt? is it your delight to 
converſe with the book of life? and do you rejoice more 
that © your names are, written in heaven, than if devils were 
ſubject to you? when your fleſh and your heart fail you, 
do you look, to electing love as your ſtrength and portion, 
and count it a goodly heritage? do you aim at that which 
electing love W ee you for, and becauſe ſo deſigned, if 
by any means you may attain to it? and are you better 
ſatisfied to be at the good pleaſure of Gop, than at your 
own ? and bleſs his wiſdom and grace, for undertaking 
the diſpoſure of your eternal intereſt ? ſuch fruit could not be, 
but from that ſeed of Gop. | | | 
Let me add a few tokens more of true love, according 
to its ordinary acceptation and conduct among men. 1. He 
that loves another, will delight in his preſence, and ſeek 
occaſions of converſing with him. 2. Being abſent, he 
thinks much upon him, and gives welcome entertainment 
to whatever may be a remembrance of him. 3. He will 
ſeek the well-pleatoinet of him who is the object of his 
love, by preſenting things lovely to him; by avoiding 
whatever may diſguſt him; by a wary preventing, or ſpeedy 
removing, what might give the other occzſion to be jealous 
of his love to him. 4. He will candidly interpret what- 
ever might ſeem a declining of the other's love to him ; 
and not be ſatisfied until it be recovered, or better un- 
derſtood. | 
II. If you be of this happy remnant of Election, then look 
for ill uſage from the world, The men of the world have 
always hated God's ele, and will: Why did Eſau hate 
Jacob? becauſe of the bleſſing (o): And our Saviour expreſly _ 
lays to his diſciples, “ I have choſen you out of the world, 
5 therefore 


(>) 1 John ii. 19. (s) Gen. xxvii. 41. 
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therefore the world hates you (p). * While in nature, thej 
n fove the world, and the world them: But when EleQing 

breaks forth in its fruits, when once they are called acco 
to purpoſe, then * a man's enemies will be thoſe of his own 
* houſe.* And hence it is, that the very doctrine of EleQion 
is fo diſguſtful to the world, and contended againſt 3 wherein 
T wiſh that ſome of the elect themſelves were not (unwittings 
ly) involved. Therefore think it not ſtrange, but tal 
It as an appendix of Election (4) ; as a part of that you were 
choſen unto; and as that by which, partly, you muſt be 
fitted for the main end: Your Lord himſelf was made pet. 
fect through ſufferings (r); and thoſe foreknown, were pn. 
deſtinated to be conformed to their head, in ſuffering as wel 

as glory (5). | | | 
III. Having truſted electing love for eternal ſalvation, 
Ke you diſtruſt it not for things of leſſet moment. When 
the Lord ordained you to life, he ordained alſo all thok 
1 various occurrences, windings and turnings, you ſhould br Wl Gor 
| exercifed with in your way thither ; and (it is ſure) he doe 
nothing in vain, There is need of all forts of weather To v 
the earth's good; all fair would deſtroy it. Know it there- WM ha 
fore of a truth, that all your concerns were fore-determigted tem 
of God; and that fo well, that all your prudence and def $ 
to yourſelves could not mend it: Nor can all your cat i keay 
and folicitude alter any of them, either as to matter d take 
form; no, not to change the colour of an hair; therefott WM have 
take no thought (:). 
But whence is it, that believers, who have truſted God fot MW dan 
their ſouls, ſhould yet make a difficulty of truſting him for Wl ſuffe 
their ontwatd man? And ſo cumber themſelves with unprof : who 

table burdens ? 8 
Earthly things are nearer our ſenſes; and thencg we at WW A 
more ſenſible of the comfort of them, as alſo of their want: fic( 
They alſo ſeem more within our line and compaſs ; and 0 I toge 
we reach more earneſtly after them, and are 'anſwerably WM whc 
troubled when we fall ſhort': Whereas we ſhould carry t left, 
for temporals, as we do (or ſhould do, rather) for our ſoul ME to n 
and ſpiritual portion; that is, look to our preſent duty, *M in t 
diligent in our place, and content with ſuch things ro wel the! 
| ave; 
{f) John xv. 19. ) John xv. 17, 18, 19. 
(e) Heb. ii. 10. b) Rom. viii, 29. and vi. 5. 
(/) Matt. vi. 31. | 
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have (2) z bearing ourſelves as becomes the children of ſuch 
z father, ſo rich, wiſe, bountiful, tender, and faithful to, ũs; 
who always gives. the beſt ſupply; and that in the beſt pro- 
portion, manner, and time. 

Have therefore your faith exerciſed, .as about the greateſt, 
ſo alſo about the ſmalleft and commoneſt: matters; (uſe grace, 
and have grace:) It is want of uſe makes you lame of your 
right hand, and much. uſing renders it more uſeful, Faith 
is the head of your ſpiritual ſenſes ; and if that be active, 
the reſt cannot be idle, nor much at a loſs. Faith alſo is a 
plain-dealer; it repreſents things as they are; ſhews them in 
their (rue dimenſions, with their uſe and end. See therefore 
that you never hold a conſultation, unleſs faith be preſent, 
yea and preſident too, elſe all will be in diſorder at once: 
one act of faith Thall ſooner remove the mountain, than all 
the cattle on a thouſand hills oY 

Laſtly, You that have cloſed with this truth, and havin 
made diligent ſearch, do find in yourſelves thoſe marks of 
God's elect, fit down and take the comfort of it : Let this 
joy of the Lord be your ſtrength: * eat your bread, and drink 
your Wine” (or water either) © with a merry heart, ſince God 
* hath accepted you.” If David's heart was ſa taken with that 
temporal favour which choſe him to be king before the houſe 
of Saul (x); how ſhould out ſouls be wrapt into the third 
heaven, that we (poor, unworthy, wretched we) ſhould be 
taken into that peculiar favour in which the generality of men 
have nothing to do? How ſhould it affect our hearts, and raiſe 
up our ſpirits, both in all active obedience, as David, who 
danced before the ark with all his might, and alſo to all long- 
ſuffering with joyfulneſs; as Paul, and other choſen veſſels, 
who rejoiced in tribulation ; becauſe this“ love of GoD was 
# ſhed abroad in their hearts (y)? 

Art thou of thoſe who are wiſe and noble according to the 
fleſh? Be filled with an holy amazement, and exultation 
together, rejoicing with trembling, that the great God (to 
whom thou waſt no more than, others thy conſorts that are 
left, and who common! chooſes the baſe and fooliſh, thereby 
to magnify his grace) hoald thus go out of- his way to call 
in thee; and hath alſo made his call effectual to thee, even 
then when thou ' waſt environed with a world of temptations 

do 


(z) Heb, xili. 5. 
6 Rom. v. 3, 4. 


(x) 2 Sam. vi. 21. 


- 
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to obſtru it. And if thou be a man of low degree, poor; 
weak, fooliſh, of no account among men, even as one that 
is not; and hath the Lord regarded thee in thy low eſtate; 
and magnihed thee, by ſetting his love upon thee ? Hath he 
taken thee from the dunghil to ſet thee among princes, even 
the princes of the world to come? This is that exaltation 
which the poor ſhould always rejoice in. Were you the 
bead inftead of being the tail; were the necks of your 
enemies under your feet; yea, were the devils themſelye 
made ſudject to you; it could not afford you the thoufſandth 
part of that cauſe of rejoicing, as that * your names an 
* written in heaven.“ Are other men proſperous in the 
world, and free from trouble, while you are reduced to a low 
eſtate, and chaſtened every morning? have, perhaps, but an 
handful of meal, and a little oil in a cruſe, &c. yet think 
not your portion mean, or hardly dealt out: Your good 
things are to come; they are growing in the other world; 
and at the time of harveſt the Lord will ſend his angels for 
pou: Yea, your Lord himſelf will come and fetch. 
thither ; and * you ſhall be for ever with him, in whoſe preſence 
js fulneſs of joy, and at whoſe right hand are rivers of pleaſuzes 
© for evermore:* And then you will ſing * the lines are fallen 
to me in pleaſant places ;* at leaſt ſay fo now, As Abraham 
dealt by his concubines children, ſo doth Gop by the Iſhmaels 
of the world; he gives them portions, and ſends them 
away: But the inheritance he reſerves for his Iſaacs; to 
them he gives all that he hath ; yea, even himſelf: And what 


can we have more? 


caſt ii 
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Of REDEMPTION. 


XXX this point we are equally concerned with that 
* 1 * of Election, as the great comprehenſive means 
* X of pringing abqut the greateſt end, namely, the 
WWW. glory of Gon in the ſalvation of his choſen. Re- 
demption js not another foundation diſtin from Election; 
dut the chief corner-ftone that Election hath laid of the 


world to comme. ; 

That our Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath a body or. church, to 
whom he is head and Saviour, is not ſuppoſed a Queſtion : 
But, Who they are that make up this body; whether the 
whole of mankind univerſally, or ſome particular perſons? 
Whether he had in his death the ſame reſpect to all as to 
ſome? And whether any of thofe he died for, may miſs of 
the benefit accruing by his death? are queſtions of great im- 
naels port, and worthy a ſerious deliberation : And the rather, be- 
them ¶ cauſe they are points too lightly diſcourſed of by many. To 
3 to reſolve which, is the ſcope of the preſent diſcourſe ; which I 
what Wcaſt into three branches. | e 


I. That the body or church of Chriſt conſiſſs of elect perſons. 
II. That for theſe it was that he laid down his life. 
III. That the intent of his death cannot be fruſtrate. 


I. That the body or church of Chriſt conſiſts of ele& 
perſons, By this body or church, I underſtand the deſigned 
lubjects of his ſpiritual kingdom, or members of his myſtic 
body, to whom he was appointe& by the father to be head 
and Saviour, and they to ſtand related to him as their pro- 
phet, prieſt and king: Which threefold office he bears pecu- 
larly towards * the ele, the church of the firſt-born, and 
heirs of that world to come. And of theſe doth his body 
onſiſt, that is, It is made up of theſe excluſive to others; 
er number. is certain and intire, and cannot be broken, 

| either 


\ 
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either by addition or diminution. Of this the tabernacle wa 


a figure, 1. In reſpect of its ſymmetry or proportion of parts, ll co 
which induced a ſingular beauty upon it; towards which, Wl * « 
nothing could be added, nor any thing abated. 2. In thi d 
all the parts dimenſions thereof were predetermined of f 
God ; and not/eft, in the leaſt, to human arbitrement or WM wh: 
contingency: And theſe are expreſly ſaid to be * patterns of lf the 
* things in the heavens (a) zu that is, Of the heavenly tem. Ml Co: 

1 hj 


ple or © church of the firſt- born, which are written-there (b) y 
and in the appointed time ſhall be gathered together to him m 
as the materials of Solomon's temple were to mount Moriah) li as ( 
2 Chron. iii. 1. | X in, 
That the body or church of Chriſt conſiſts of elect perſons, I. 

is drawn from ſuch premiſes as theſe, «3 2008 
I. In that our Lord and Saviour fo manifeſtly ſhews him. over 
ſelf concerned for the ele, as having ſome peculiar interel tion 
and propriety in them, and charge of them. With theſe his {MW Gor 
delights were from everlaſting (c): (a manifeſt proof of Chriſt's ¶ dom! 
divinity !) And as ſoon as they were actually in being, bega 
his actual converſes with them; and therein did even confine MWNeb! 
himſelf to the elect ſeed With what unbelievable patience Wand ( 
and goodneſs did he ſuperintend the church, or ele& nation, {Wthoug 
forty years together in the wilderneſs (d); bearing them But! 
on eagles wings, and tendering them as the apple of his eye! natur 
And when he dwelt upon earth, he went not beyond the {Wend : 
bounds of the holy land; where alſo all his delight was among that t 
the ſaints (e). Theſe he made his conſorts, and men of bi 
council: And when ye find him with others, it was for the 
elect's ſake that were among them. How frequently, and 
with what well-pleaſedneſs doth he ſpeak of theſe ! profeſſing 
his love to them, and that according to the higheſt pattern; 
even “ as the father loved him, ſo he loved them (/) : And 
how great things he would do for them; not to the halving 
of his kingdom, but the laying down of his life for them g). 
athering them in, raiſing them up, and giving them to {| 
with him in his throne (%). But for the world, he take 
little notice of them, except with a kind of contempt and 
17 1 commini 


(a) Heb. ix. 23. (2) Chap. xii. 23. 
ſe Prov. viii. 31. (4) Acts vii. 36, 38. 
(e) Pſalm xvi. 3. ) John xv. 9. 


(4) Chap. x. 14, 16, and vi. 10. (+) Rev. iii. 21. 
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commination 3 „Let them alone (i); * ſhake off the) duſt 
of your feet (4); Give not that which is holy unto 
dogs (1),” Ce. Yea, though they ſeek him, they ſhall not 
u find him (m). But for his ele, he is found of them, even 
while they think not of him (n): The inſtances of Matthew, 
the woman of Samaria, the poſſeſſed Gadaren, his people at 
Corinth, are records of it. And all this, becauſe theſe are 
u his portion, and the lot of his inheritance (o) ;* they ate the 
men which the father gave him out of the world (p) for 
as Chriſt our head is not of this world (q); ſo neither is his 
kingdom, nor the ſubjects of it. | NM. 
It is true, the Father hath given Chriſt to be head over 
all: But his lordſhip over men in general, and his headſhip 
over the church, have a far different reſpe&t and conſidera- 
tion: He his God of the whole earth, but  Jeſhurun's 
Gop in a way peculiar to his choſen (r). An headſhip of 
dominion he hath over rebels, and ſervice he hath from 
them, though they think not ſo, nor intend any thing leſs. 
Nebuchadnezzar was his hired days-man againſt Tyre (5s), 
ience and Cyrus againſt Babylon (t); whoſe right hand he held, 
ation, though he knew him not: So Moab was his waſhpot (u). 
em But for the ele&, they are his natural ſubjects; (though not 
eye! naturally ſo) they are his by another title, and to another 
ad the end: And fo intimate is the A move between him and them, 
Mong that they are ſaid to be * of his fleſh, and of his bones (x) :* 
of ku They both have one ſoul and ſpirit ; he and they make one 
or the ¶ perfect man (). : & alle” Io 
„ ani That the whole world is put in ſubjection to Chriſt, is for 
feſfing the elect's ſake; the power he hath over others, is in order 


- 


ttern;M'o their ſalvation; © He is head over all things to the 
„ And church (z) ;® that is, to ſubject, diſpoſe, and order all for 
valving We church's good: * He hath power over all fleſh, that he 
m (g) night give eternal life“ (not to all he hath power over, but) 
to iti to as many as the father hath given him (a); which giving, 
tale imports election, as going before it: And therefore he ſays, 
pt and a | H-2 4 * J have 
amin i) Matt. xv. 14. % Chap. x. 14. | 

„Chap. vii. 6. (m) John vii. 34. 

() Iſa. Ixv. 1. 0) Deut. xxxil. . 

D John xvii. 6. Chap. xviii- 36. 
21. (r) Deut. xxxii. 26. 12. iv. 2. (s) Ezek. xxvi. 18. 

| i) Iſa-xlv. u) Pſalm Ix. 8. ö 
(x) Ephes. v. 30. (y) Chap. iv. 13. 


(=) Chap, i. 22. le) John xvii. 2. 
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I have twanifeſted thy name to the men. which thou gavel . 
me Qut of the. world; thine they were, (that is, by election) Wi r 
and Wen pen tain me f me (H. That. in Heb. x. J. * A bod Wi © 
* haft thou prepared me zu though chiefly intended chere of bs Will «| 
human nature, holds true of his body myſtical ; , All the 
members of which were written in God's book. (of election ill - 
n When as yet there was none of them actually exiſting (e, re 
«har prays for theſe as a party diſtinct from the wah * 
and given to him for an higher end; as appears dy comparing Wl yi 
'the 25 6, 9, 24, 26 verſes of that xviith of — wo | 
II. We find by ſcripture-uſage, that church and, ele&, at 
but two Teveral titles of the fame perfons, in a ſeveral refpt4; 
eleft as choſen of God to falvation; and fo they are called the 
church of Gop, and ſaid to be fanctified by Gop the Faibez 
tide verſe 1. and the church of Chriſt, as given or commit 
'to him by the Father, in order to that ſalvation, . John xvii. 'V, 
Of this Auth were thofe. particular congregations, to hon 
the apoſtles inſcfibed their epiſtles; where we have, then 
ſometimes intitled * beloved of Gop (4) :* Sometimes * tk 
„ efluich of God,” and 4 fanified in Chriſt (e) : At'odhe 
times, & ſaints and faithful btethten in Chriſt (f) 2 ,'Theh, 
churches of A ale (g): and © church of the fu. 
hf (Y) And ſometimes expteſly elect (i). By all which 
is ſignffied, that the church of Chriſt conſiſts of elect perſum 
"That theſe various appellations are but fo many terms indifſe 
rently uſed" about the fame ſubject, and all as notes of dif 
tion from the world. 
When Chriſt ſnall appear in his glory, then ſhall his Men 
bers be gathered to him; * The Lord my God ſhall com 
* arid all the faints with thee,” fays Zecharias (4. A 
Paul (qiſdou ing the ſame thing) fa — they that are-Chiilt 
1 at his coming 70 : Which eus, "Mat they are Chriſt's ſo a it not 
others are not! And that it is meant of elect perſons, r aſem 
pears by our Saviour's own words, when ſpeaking of ao great 
| coming, and” of the ſame” perfons 'who are. ſaid. to be tris, 1 He f 
to come with him, he gives tdein expreſly that denomination ¶ men ; 
He ſhall ſend forth his * and they thalbgathir cage, " be t 


(5) John xvii. 6. (e Pſalm cxxxix. 16, 
{d) Rom. i, 7. Cor. i. 2. 


Col. i. 2. C 34. 
7 Heb. . 23. 4 —— 80 8 


(#4) Zech. xiv. 5. (/) 1 Cor, xv. 23. 


\ 
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at his elect (nr) :* but as or the reſt -of the. dead, s they lived 
* not again until a thouſand years after (n) ;* therefore theſe 
[reſt] were no part of this body, It may alſo be noted, thi 
thoſe who did not riſe with the ſaints, are ſpecified Hete by 
the ſame word or note of iſtinction, as thoſe Won elected are, 
in another place; * the election hath obtained, and the reſt 
x were blinded (o) :. and that thoſe who Had part in che firſt 
reſurrection, are the ſame perſons that are * written in the 
* lamb's book of life,“ is evident þy comparing Rev. XX. 4. 
wap: $0.P. eee 0 ing Toto i 

III. It was neceſſary, that the body or church of Chriſt 
ſhould be compoſed of the ele& ſeed; 1. Becauſe none ele 
were fit to be of this body, but ſuch as ſhpuld be like the 
head, Carnal members would be as uncomely to 4 an 
head, as one of the brutes to be Adam's companion. The 
king's daughter: ele& (to make her a ſuitable” match for his 
ſon) muſt be * all glorious Within: npt only of the ſame out- 
ward meta] (for ſo were thoſe other preatfures with Adam) 
but made in the ſame mould, and endued wich the Lame 
ſpirit and underſtanding : there muſt be a E in a 
the parts throughout: they muſt be copies of bicg; * 
” one reſembling the children of a king 555 If the pead 5. 
heavenly, ſo muſt the members: 1 nhot walk * 
if not thus agreed. 2. Becauſe this hkeneſs to Chriſt Js pro- 
per to the ele: it is a royal privilege entailed upon them, and 
cannot deſcend or revert to any out of that line. That 
this likeneſs to Chriſt js requiſite to all his members, and al- 
ſo 3 to elect perſons, are both atteſted in Rom. viii. 29. 
Whom he did foreknow, he alſo did predeſtinate to be con- 
" formed to the image of his ſon, that he might be the firſt- 
born among many þrethren :* which implies, that the fore- 


- S 
m# | 


known (or elect) only are predeſtinated thereto ; and, that were 
it not for predeſtination, the firſt-born ſhould have but a thin 
aſſembly to preſide among; indeed _ but blanks for his 
great adventure, and long expeQation. In Ephes. i. 3, 4, 5. 
He further appropriates thoſe ſpiritual bleſſings, by which 
men are conformed to Chriſt, to the ſame perſons ;- ® bleffed 
" be the Gop and father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who hath 
" blefled us with all ſpiritual Lieſtings in heavenly things in 
" Chriſt : according as he hath choſen us in him :—having 

F I predeſtinated 


* 


n) Matt. xxiv. 31, de) Rev. xx. 5. 
(0). Rom, xj. 7. [p) Judges vil, 18. 
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u predeſtinated us to the adoption of children,” c. By theſe 
two ſcriptures it appears, that Gop's children, and Chriſt 
brethren, are the ſame perſons ; and that they were ſo made 
by Election. But, are Chriſt's brethren, and his church the 
ſame perſons? take your ſolution from Heb. ii. 12. * I wil 
declare thy name unto my brethren; in the midft of the 
church will I ſing praiſe unto thee.” 3. This likeneſs 10 
Chriſt is not attainable by any, without firſt being in him a 
their head: for which cauſe the elect were choſen in him (% 
It is out of Chriſt's fulneſs that all grace is received : and in 
order to that reception there muſt be union: the branch . can. WM wit 
not bear fruit of itſelf, nor indeed be a branch, unleſs it grow n 
out of the vine. For which cauſe and end, the deſigned mem- of: 
bers of his body were decretively ſeparated from their will no, 
olive root, and put into Chriſt by Election; and in the ful- WM the 
neſs of time, actually. And hereby they are made partaken me 
of the fatneſs of that heavenly root; that is, of the ſpiri® ai wil 
Chriſt, which is called the anointing (r). In this reſpect, MW n 
the firſt and ſecond Adams are ſet f as parallels touching IM leſs 
headſhip to their reſpective bodies. As from Adam, their tim 
natural head, all mankind have derived their natural being; 

ſo from Chriſt, their ſpiritual head, do all. the ele& ſeed re-M Inf 
ceive their ſpiritual being and nature: on which account he 
is ſtiled © the everlaſting father, and they * his children (g). 
They were all in Chriſt from eternity as truly (but ſpiritually) 
as mankind in Adam when he fell ; or Levi in Abraham' 
Joins when Melchiſedec met him. Eve's production (as to hed 
the manner of it) was a pattern of this: ſhe was made of 
Adam's ſubſtance ; but ſhe came not out of his loins, but out 
of his ſide (t): ſo is the new creature extracted out of Chriſt's: the 
they are © bone of his bones, and fleſh of his fleſh,” ſpiritually and 
underſtood. And none can thus proceed from him, but ſuch 
as were in him D before the world: men are bleſi i, 
with theſe ſpiritual bleſſings, as being in Chriſt, and not other- 80 
wiſe (u). | 


Inferences, | — 
_ Infer, I. Let no man pretend to this honourable. relation d rege 
memberſhip to Chriſt, without ſomething to ſhew, by ww Te 
9 2 on © hi 
ö %) Ephes. i. 4. | (r) 1 John ii. 25. | 
(s) Iſa. ix. 6. Heb. ii. 13 ( Gen. ii. 21, 23. g 


% Ephes. i. 4. Tit. iii, 5, 6. 
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he may warrantably avouch it. The currenteſt mark will be 
your conformity, not to men, or ſelf, but to Chriſt Jeſus your 
bead: it is that muſt denominate you chriſtians indeed. At 
the latter day Chriſt will know none but ſuch as have made 
their robes white in the blood of the lamb.“ All hang-by's 
and ivy-claſpers will then be ſhook off, and thoſe only re- 
tained that have his ſubſtance in them. Many ſhall come, 
and plead their works, what they have been, and what they 
have done; and their old hypocriſy will be ſo immoveable 
and impudent, that they will even expoſtulate the matter 
with him: ** Have we not propheſied in thy name, and in thy 
name caſt out devils, and done many wonderful works (x) l 
of whom our Lord will profeſs, that he knows them not; 
no, nor he * never knew them (y) ® His own he knows 
their likeneſs to him: he knows, and cannot but know, the 
members of his body: * my ſheep I know, but who are ye ? 


will he then ſay to all that are but profeſſing members of him; 


which will (indeed) be a doleful concluſion of their ground- 


leſs (though ſpecious) confidence: look to it therefore in 


Infer, II. We gather hence the ſafe and honourable eſtate of 
| the church, | | 


Firſt, Their- ſtate is honourable, If the woman's dignity 
riſe in proportion with that of her Lord; how highly digni- 
fed is the ſpouſe of Chriſt, in having the ſon of Gon for 
their head ! that ſeed of Abraham which the ſecond perſon 
took on him, was inſtantly ennobled with a glory becoming 
the ſon of Gop, and the head of principalities and powers; 
and no more to be conſidered merely after the fleſh: in like 
manner, having accepted thoſe his church is compoſed of, he 
communicates to them of his own condition and nature, “ the 
© glory his father had given him, he gives to them (a) :* and 
notwithſtanding their former and natural baſeneſs, he reckons 
them now as one with himſelf ;z. and according to what he will 
make them at laſt. A tinQure thereof he gave them here in 


regeneration; which alſo he carries on from glory to glory, 


and at his appearing it ſhall be perfected; they“ ſhall be like 
* him” indeed (5). To ſay of the church's head, that he is 
| H 4 the 


(3) Ver. 23. 
(6) 1 John iii. 2. 


(x) Matt. vii. 22 
(a) John xvii. 22. 
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_ ſearching into it, then compaſs encomiums worthy of ſuch 


and of its real confeſſors. And, let it be noted, that it is 


port them under: much mote ſhould the ſons of Got (whoſe 
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the ſon of God, is to give him all titles of ſtate and honour: 
it is that which every knee muſt bow unto, His glory is ſo 
incomprehenſibly glorious, that we ſhall ſooner be Joſt in 


ſubject : I therefore ſay no more of it; nor can more be faid 
(in ſo many words) to illuſtrate the church's glory than that 
ſhe is the ſpouſe of Chriſt. Hence the glory of our religion, 


not a bare titular or temporary dignity they are veſted with; 
but that which is real, ſolid, and durable. Princes corifer 
titles of honour, but cannot infuſe diſpoſitions worthy thoſe 
titles, nor keep them from degenerating : Chriſt, as bead. of 
the church, does both : he derives into his own, his own 
prince-like virtues; and that as really, (and intelligibly too, 
to thoſe that partake of them (c), as the vine its ſap into 
its natural branches. What a labyrinth is it both of honour 
and conſolation, that the blood royal of heaven runs in their 
veins, and will never out! but, true as it is, how fe do be- 
lieve it? and of thoſe few, who is it that lives up to the 
faith of it? Two ends (therefore) I mention it for. 5 

It.] To bear up your ſpirits againſt the world's frowns and 
ealumnies, which the ſerious thoughts of your relation to 
ſuch an head, may well counterbalance and relieve you 
againſt, Princes in exile, (or, if in their own country, un- 
known and mean attended) are but coarſely uſed; and we 
marvel not at the matter, which yet the thoughts of their 
high birth, annd confidence of reſtorement, do mightily ſup- 


deſcent is not reckoned from the kings of the earth) have ftill 
in their eye theit divine exttact, with that eireumferent te- 
ward that is coming, and bear up their heads in a prince: like 
manner! and a for the joy that is ſet before them, both endure 
the croſs, and deſpiſe the ſhame ;* until they come to be ex- 
alted, not only above thoſe nick- names the world now im- 
poſes on them; but above the moſt honourable names, and 
moſt ſerene titles that are found under heaven! then mall it be 
known * whoſe you are zu your luſtre ſhall be no longer hid; 
thoſe that deſpiſe you now, ſhall * lick the duſt of yout 
5 feet (d) in and then ſhall be accompliſhed that great word 
of your ſaviour, (and that as ſurely as it wete done r 


0 1 John . 1, 2, 3. (% Ia lit, 23, Plalmbudi.g, 
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yea, you ſhall fit with your Lord in his throne ( 
ides, (which alfo ſhall add to that day's folemnity this ing 
ſhall not be done in a corner; but as ye have been 

vided, ſo ſhall ye have a public vindieation. * The {ors 
« trumpet ſhall bs: blown in the land (g) : the archanget with 
the trumpet of God (5) ſhall come, and that with fo fhrilla a 
note, that heaven and earth ſhall ring again; and this ſhall 
be the tenor of his ſong, 1 Ariſe, ſhine, for thy light is come, 
« and the glory of the he Lordi is riſen upon thee (i) 3* (and fall 
ſee no more) * thus ſhall it be done to Zion, whom, NO man 
(now) ſeeketh after (gh. T“ 

(2.] To mind you that your honourable fate a ts 
an honourable deportment, both n 7 bend, your 
ſelves, and fellow members. 

(I.) As touching your head. . Own his ſupremaey, 
giving him pre-eminence in all things: cal} no man on earth 
waſter; that is, in point of. faith : give unto Cæſar all that 
belongs to him; only reſpect Chriſt as ſupreme lawgiver. 
2. Submit to his government: ſteer your courſe by his coun- 
fels, and follow his conduct: go after him wherever he ſhall 
lead you: let all your ſenſes have their ſeat in your head: let 
every thing be underſtood by you according to his ſenſe and 
interpretation of it; and if there needs an argument to back 
the exhortation, that ordinance ® thy defire ſhall be to thy 
# huſband, and he ſhall rule over thee (%, % is as true and 
cogent concerning Chriſt and the Church (n). 3. Expoſe 
yourſelf for” him: ſtand between him end wrongs : preſerve 
his honour and intereſt with the utmoſt hazard of yourturr: 
let life and death be as things indifferent to you, fo *-Chrift 
may be magnified in you (). 4. Look to your head for 
ſupply of all grace; from his fulneſs it is to be had, and ns 
where elſe: hold to your head, leſt notions beguile y ou of 
your reward (2). Be alſa ſure, that you keep to Rare 
and duty, Jeſt you miſs of the nouriſhment that — to 
you (p): a member out of its place, 18 (for the time) as & 


memder | 


(F) Rev. iii. 21. 
(% 1 Theſs. iv. 16. 
(4) Jer, xxx 17, 
(n) Ephes. v. 24. 
(o) Col. ü. 18, 19. 


00 John wil. 22. 
e) Iſa. xxvii. 13. . 
() Ia. Ix. 1. and 20. 

2) Gen. iii. 16. 

(z) Phil. i. 20. 


(2) Joh xiv. 3. 3. 
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member cut off. 5. Laſtly, adorn your head by your 
aſpiring to a nearer reſemblance. of him: Shew forth «his 
virtues: Be holy as he was: Let all your fruits be ſuch 
as are meet for ſuch a root. God the Father is the head of 
Chriſt, and he bore the , expreſs image of his perſon (q)% in 
all that he did: © He could do nothing but what he ſay 
* the Father do (r): So do you by your head Chriſt: Make 
him your example; and in order thereto, live upon him as 
your immediate root, and give him the honour of his own 
productions; remembring withal, That every flip of your 
caſts foil upon him. . „ „ e 
(. 2.) There is a reſpect due to yourſelves: (A ſuperfluou 
item, one would think, though needful.) There is aptitude 
enough to honour ourſelves; but, as belonging to ſuch an 
head, is too much unthought of. Things that well enough 
beſeem the common rank, would be a diſgrace to perſotis 
of honour : The king's daughter ſhould be known by her 
outward garb, , glorious within, and cloathing of wrought 
gold, decypher the ſame perſon, and,may not: be ſeparated, 
Ye have an * high calling, -walk-worthy of it (5), and ſhey 
your thankfulneſs by an humble -retribution : Honour that 
which honours you, by comporting with its end: Make not BW 0 
yourſelf cheap; ſtoop not beneath your degree ; make Chriſt WW and 
alone the object of your love, delight, dependence; to do you 
otherwiſe is to debaſe yourſelf (t). The church is the glo WW P 
of Chriſt ; its members therefore ſhould think themſelves too you 
good, and too great, to be ſpent on the world; and the world MW tha 
too mean and empty, to afford them either ſatisfaction or ſtut 
adornment. A circumſpect walking, ſoberneſs of mind, hu- 
mility, ſeIf-denial, with a meek and quiet ſpirit, are jewels o doc 
price, and ornaments indeed: By theſe the invited gueſts dy 
ſhould diſtinguiſh themſelves from intruders ; and real chriſtias I Ith 
from meerly nominal. In chriſtianity it is no badge of pride WW '? © 
or ill-huſbandry, to wear. your beſt every day; we ſhould ſel 
not be ſeen without it: Much wearing will better it, an it def 
cannot be damaged but by lying by. Your bodies too te fel 
worthy of conſideration, and not a little: They are the figures Th 
of Chriſt's humanity, and temples of the Holy Ghoſt; there- 
fore keep them unſpotted, and profane them not, either by and 
faſhioning them to the world, or ſubjecting them to —_ ber 
ü * 


(4) Heb. i. 3. (7) John v. 19. 
(s) Phil. iii. 24, Col. i. 10. ( lla lvii. 9. 
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uſes, But I would not cauſe any to err: Theſe (though 
ornaments) are not your righteouſneſs: When ye ſtand before 
Goo, ye muſt put over all the * righteouſneſs of our Lord“ 
and Mediator: (the prieſt's holy garments were to be ſprinkled 
with blood, Exod. xxii. 21.) This was that the ſpeechleſs 
gueſt wanted, and was therefore caſt out; though nat diſcri- 
minable by them that ſtood by: Abraham was juſtified by 
works before men; but, before Gop it was the righteouſnel; 
of Chriſt, wherein by faith he ſhrouded himſelf : Faith juſtifies 
the perſon, and works juſtify his faith, both to himſelf and 
other men. | 

(3-) Then carry it towards your brethren as members of 
the ſame body. 1. Uſurp not upon them, as if more than a 
ſellow- member with them: Judge not the ſtrong, deſpiſe not 
the weak : Who made thee a judge! There is none but hath 
need of forbearance from others; though for the moſt part, 
they that need it moſt, are moſt backward to yield it: But 
this take for a rule, that the leſs you ſee your need, the more 
need you have of it. 2. Intrude not in another's place and 
office: Each member hath its own, to which it is fitted: 
this it beſt becomes, and here it is moſt uſeful; elſewhere it 
would be both uſeleſs and a deformity: (as a finger tranſpoſed, 
and out of its own joint.) 3. Shew your co-memberſhip by 
your love and tender regard towards others: Have com- 
paſſion upon the ignorant, and thoſe out of the way (0, as 
your head towards you. If one be weak or wounded, let him 
that is ſtrong and whole, ſupport and bind it up: If one foot 
ſtumble, let the other ſtep in for its help: * Conſider thyſelf, 
leſt thou alſo be tempted {x).*% Members of the ſame natural 
body need no arguments to perſuade to this duty; they do it 
by inſtinct. Our want of compaſſionateneſs towards others, 
(though it ſhall not dry up, yet) may much reſtrain (at leaſt 
in our apprehenſion) the ſprings of Chriſt's pity towards our- 
ſelves. . 4. Laſtly, let the good of the whole have preference 
before a particular part; and let that of a lower uſe deny it- 
ſelf for the ſafety and aſſiſtance of that which is more noble: 
This, in a degree, is ® to lay down our life for the brethren. 
He that in theſe things ſerveth Chriſt, is acceptable to Gov, 
and approved of men; and a good evidence it is of your mem- 


derſhip to Chriſt, 


Secondly, 
(4) Heb. v. 2. (x) Gal. vi. I, | 


make it good (c); as he alſo did that 


inflanees above contradiction. It is a conſideration of n 


church's enemies haye, they have it from the church 8 head; 
who knowing his own intereft and intent 7 will give out no 
#4 


116 A PRACPICAL DISCOURSE OF 


- Secondly, The church is ſafe; The Son of Go 5 
their bead id Saviour, befpeaks aloud their ſecurity. I 
4h indeed compaſſed about with difficulties, dangers 

eaths, and yet they live, yea they overcome, and ſhall in the 
end prove more than conquerors : The reaſon of all is, their 2 
head is in heaven, whercE a relief comes; and that virus T 


cannot be ſtopped. ir a peak of principalities and Pl eit 
which rule in the air; Chriſt has a er above the they ow 
are u under his feet (a). „ Their power of hurting lies mel 3 


in their ſubtilty; but even in this they are ſtill circumvented; 
he catches them in their own net: And hence it is, that the | 
devil has from the beginning been a liar to bitnſelf. His ff P 
bait in tempting was, ye chall be as Gods (0 z when hi 


meaning was, to make us "Itke himſelf: But the. wiſdom c loy 
God turns the temptation into à pro beg; and Chriſt wil + 
niciaus counſel of ; 


Caiaphas (d). The ſerpent in bruiſing Chriſt's heel, got b 
bruife in his own head; that all his dev ces have ſtill prov + 
abortive, -or turned 'on hinifelf : He ſtirred up Judas to betray 


Chriſt, the Gentiles and Jews to condemn and crycify a - 
and what got he by it, but the loſs of his emp ire ? if ye on 
of his ſeed, the like infatuation hath defcended to them : * 
nothing makes plainer than their ſtill making it their Frere - 


to exterminate the church: with as much reaſon they mij ght 
think to unhinge the world, or unbottom the foek 0 * 3. f 
But their projects have eyer deen defeated, and ſh (as is 
ODE their meaſures) and made to ſubferve the l 
ow deſign to cruſh. The Egyptjans dealings with Iſrael, 


1 


fmall importance to our faith, that all things were made for 
Chriſt, and are at his difpoſe : And therefore, whatever the 


more than to ſerve that turn; nor can they act what they 
have, but under his government, 7 is prince of the king $ 
of the earth, he ruleth among the fits at the helm iy: 
viſibly, ſteers the moſt ſecret and vio coun, and carries 
the caſting voice. Among other obſervables it is matter of 


— I. That the divine preſcience hath ſo inter- 
woven 


(a) Heb.'i. 13..and LS M1 Gen ili. 5 
(e) John xvii, 21. (4) Chapter xi. 30. 
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woven the ſecular intereſt with that of bis church, --a9-4n- 
duceth a. kind of. neceſlity to protect the church for the 
world's ſupport... 2. That our. Lord Arequently compaſſeth 
his work, by letting bis enemies do their qwn{(e),” And 3. 
That in all their devices he ſtill; countermines them ; and 
either takes out their powder, or blows them up with their 
e e ions not 4 lots 2aSaonls bes dion 
But ſuppoſe that bell be broke looſe, and legions of Lo- 
cults belened out of the bottomleſs pit, come up againſt them, 
armed with ſtrength, winged with fury, ambuſcaded with 
policy, edged with enmity, and, headed by the red dragon; 
and by theſe is beſieged the camp of the faints and the be- 
loved city, and the church as unable to reſiſt as a woman that 
is ready to travail: And now, (ſay their enemies) what will 
become of their dreams? Take, this for your comfort: 
1. There ſtill hangs a cloud, between the two camps, and its 
bright fide is towards the church (g). 2. The enemies camp 
is again ſurrounded by the church's ſuecours, and kept in 
a pound, as by * chariots and horſemen, of fire () : And 3. 
that * he who fits in the beavens, will have them in deriſi- 
on (i). Jeruſalem. will prove a burdenſome tone to all that 
trouble themſelyes with it: And if other means fail, (and to 
make a total end) ® fire comes down from GoD out ef heaven, 
u and devouts them (4) .. » eo, We 
But there is yet a more dreadful ſort of enemies than theſe z 
the devil in the head of original fin, is a beaſt not to be dealt 
with, The church itſelf (reflecting on ſelf, and looking no 
higher) may cry out with amazement, © Who is able to make 
war with the beaſt ?** Indeed the whole of your native militia, 
with all the troops of free-will - auxiliaries, will not do it; 
they are but mercenaries; and if ye truſt them, they will 
turn againſt you in the battle: Or if they ſtand to it, (accord- 
ing to their beit ſkill) it ſhall not avail you; they are with 
this beaſt, but as ſtubble to his bow: Yet be not diſcouraged, 
enly renounce them all, and-depend on the triple league-above 
that omnipotent and inviolable confedeyatian; of all whoſe 
forces your Lord is commander in chief. This lion of the 
tribe of Judah is able to deal with that beaſt, and to tear him 
in pieces; yea, he hath done it already; * On his croſs he 
5 0 7 triumphed 


le) Exod. i. 11,12. (J) 2 Kings vi. 8, 9. Pſalm ix. 15, 16. 
2 Chr. xx.'22, 23. (e) Exod. 14. 20. -(5) 2 Kings vi. 17. 
Palm ii. 4. (% Rev. xx. g. - 
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” triumphed over them (i) ;* yea, (and which is more) he fol 
lowed the rout to the gates of hell, there he ſhut them in, am 
carries the key on his Thoulder they cannot wag but by f. 
cence from him, nor tarry a moment beyond his preſcript. To 
be ſhort, the only dreadful thing is fin ; the Devil, death and 
hell, are but ſubordinate attendants, (as effects on their 
caufes) and therefore that taken away, 'the reſt are unſtu 
they have loſt their power of hurting ; ſo that the church ſti 
remains invincible ; and the reaſon of all is, * It is founded 
* upon a rock (m),” and & that rock is Chriſt (a). * All which 
being true, not only of the church in groſs, but of member 
in particular. Therefore, © e 
infer. III. Let every one that is of this body, be well 
pleaſed with his lot; be glad and rejoice for ever in this you 
portion: This is the exaltation the * brother of low degree 
_ ® ſhould value himſelf by (o).“ Be your rank and condition 
ever ſo mean in the world, care not for it ; but reſt contented 
with your place, and be thankful for it: Deſire not (yourſe}ſ) 
to change it, but ſtrive to fill it up, and be as uſeful in it a 
you can. Look alſo for troubles, and think them. not 
ſtrange (y): The * Captain of your ſalvation was made per- 
fect through * 7); and the ſervant may not look to 
fare better than his Lord (r).* | | "i 
Infer. IV. If Jeſus Chriſt be your head, be confident 
(then) of all love, counſel, care and protection from him; 
union with him, intitles to all that is his. It is natural to 
the head to love and to cheriſh the body, and every member 
of it; to contrive and caſt about for its welfare and ſafety; 
s As a man cheriſheth his own fleſh, ſo doth Chriſt his 
church (5). What though thou be, in thyſelf, an uncome 
- member ? He will put the more comelineſs upon thee (t): He 
will clothe thee, and feed thee, and phyſick thee : * He will 
give grace and glory, and no good thing will he withhold 
from thee (2) l For he being the firſt-born, prince and head 
of the family, all the younger brethren are to be maintained 
upon his inheritance. | g 4 
nfer, 


in) Matt. xvi. 18. 
(0) James i. . 
(q) Heb. ii. 10. 
e 
(«) Pſalm Ixxxiv. 11 


{1) Col. ii. 15. 
(n) 1 Cor. x. 4. 
(p) 1 Pet. iv.-12. 
(r) Luke xxiii. 41. 
(t) x Cor. xii. 23. 
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Infer. V. Reſt alſo aſſured of ſafe conduct to the promiſed 
land, Adverfaries and difficulties you will certainly meet 
with; remaining corruptions, like the mixed multitude, will 
be tumultuating and tempting within; the Amalekites and 
people of his wrath, will ſtand in your way without, or be 
falling on your rear, to cut off the weak and feeble; and the 
ſerpent will yet be nibbling and bruiſing your heel, but higher 
than that he toucheth not; your heart and your head are out 
of reach, therefore ſafe: If it come to the worſt, ye can but 
die, and death itſelf ſhall not hurt you: Nay, you conquer 
in dying : It ſhall but mend your pace heavenwards, and 
haſten you up to the throne of God, Therefore quit you 
like men, and as men of neareſt relation, by blood and fpirits, 
to the man Chriſt Jeſus : For, Gop ſhall bruiſe Satan under 
your feet ſhortly (x). Come, (will your captain ſay to you, 
come) © ſet your feet on the neck of this king of pride (y) ;* 
and do by him as he hath done by others, and-would have done 
alſo by you; give him double according to his works (z); 
This is the time when, ye ſhall judge angels (a); and all under 
the condu of this your bead | in, 


0 and captain, who will now 
u preſerve you faultleſs, even before the preſence of his glory, 
with exceeding joy (50. 0 | 


II. That our Lord Jeſus Chrift gave bis life a ranſom for 
| | - , the elect. | 


That the ele& are Chriſt's peculiar portion, is ſhewn be- 
fore; and what engagements were upon him on that account 
for their Redemption, will appear afterwards, By**® giving 
himſelf a ranſom,” I underſtand the whole of his humiliation, 
whatever he did- or ſuffered as Mediator, from his Incarnation 
to his Reſurrection; all which are ſummarily expreſſed by 
the blood of his croſs :* as all the precious fruits of his 
death, are by * forgiveneſs of fins, and reconciliation with 
Gor,” That was the price wherewith he bought them that 
ſhould be ſaved ; and this the ſalvation he bought for them, 
and them for it. For albeit that Satan (through their free-will 
failings in Adam) had got a temporary mortgage upon the 
elect themſelves ; they are not his; the fee · ſimple or nght 

0 


(x) Rom. xvi. 20. J joſb. x. 24. 
(z) Rev. xviii. 6. (a) 1 Cor, vi. 3. 
(5) Jude verſe 24. 
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of inheritance, remains i in Chrift, and therefore, at the eat of 
jobitee, they return to him as the right heir; though mot with. 


out both conqueſt, and full price; which two together aki 
8 complete. 

fcope here, is to ſhew, that the body or churdy of 
c are eſpecially concerned and intereſted in Redemption? 
And in order thereto, I would conſider two other of the diving 
works, both which reſpect the world univerſally, as redemp 
tion doth, and * a ſpeciality in them, as ang 
atfo hath, namely, creation and providence, 

1. Creakion : One God was the maker of all; but all were 
not made for'the fame uſe and end : He had a veculiar ſcope it 
the making of fome, which was not common to the Whole; 
yea, the whole was made for the ſake of that ſome. As ind 
great houſe are many veſſels, (all of one maſter's providing, 
and all for his own fervice) © ſome to honour, and ſome 0 
diſhonour: * So in the world, ſome Gop raiſed up to be moni 
ments of his power and juſtice (e); called therefore * veſlels 
of wrath (d): * Others are * veſſels of mercy,**-whom'he form- 
ed for bimſelf (e), and are therefore laid to be eee 
unto pfory (Hin 

2. Providence: This alſo extends to all, and to euch in- 
dividual: He hath power over all, and govern them he doth 
in their moſt ungoverned deſigns and aRions:- But as touching 
his church, the * people of his holineſs (g),“ he holds a pe- 


culiar kind 0 of go overnment over them, and fteerage of ther: 


concerns: this ſo far exceeds the other, that n 
pariſon) it is faid, * He never bore rule over them (50 3 and 
(which is ftill to be remarked) the others concerns ate made 
ſubſervient to theirs; © He is head over all. to the church (+) 
In like manner Redemption may be ſaid to be general, am 
yet to have a ſpeciality in it: It is general, 1. In reſpect of 
2. In reſpe& of things. Both which are true apatt, 
though not conjunctly: It purchaſeth ſome good things 'for 
all ; and all good things for ſome. As it reſpects perſons, it 
obtains a general reprieve, extenfive to all the fons of Adam! 


The fin of the world was ſo far expiated, that vengeance ws 
not 


[ 


(e) | Exod. ix. 16. Jude verſe 4. Rom. ix. 22. 
1 Pet. ii. 8. (% Rom. ix. 22. 

(e) la. xl. 7, 21. % Rom. ix. 23. 

(2) Ia. Ixiii. 18. 05 Ann 

(z) Ex hes, i. 22. 


here 

obtain 
o brit 
ff the 
periſhi 


lom t 


hing l 
uins | 


yould 


erms 


greater 
e a h; 


an to 


y-unb 


RE D E'MP TON, A 286 
not preſently executed; which muſt have been, had not the 
ſon of God interpoſed himſelf: his being ſlain from the foun- 
lation of the world, was the foundation of the world's ſtand- 
ing, and of all the good things which the world in general 
are partakers of. All that order and uſefulneſs wbich yet ſur- 
vives among the creatures, with all the remains of our primi- 
ive ſtate, was preſerved (or rather reſtored) by Redemption: 
hriſt is * that light which lighteth every one that cometh. 
into the world (4) ;“ that is, the light and bleſſings which any 

an bath, he has them from Chriſt as a redeemer ; * by him 
all things conſiſt (4). Thus far Redemption was general as to 
xerſons ; and in this ſenſe © Chriſt is the ſaviour of all men.“ 
But let us not omit, that all this had a ſpecial reſpect to the 
hurch elect: for them it was that the world was made: they 
are the ſubſtance of it (m); and but for them it had been diſ- 
olved into a lake of fire. What the prophet ſpeaks of Iſrael, 
as true of the univerſe, except the Lord of hoſts had left 
s 2 remnant, we had been as Sodom (u): as thoſe days 
of tribulation were ſhortened for the ele&'s ſake (o) 3u (not yet 
n being) ſo, for them it was, that when ſin came in, de- 
ruction was warded off. | 
But temporary things, though ever ſo great and good, were 

ff too low a to be the purchaſe of divine blood ; their 
ine is too ſhort to meaſure redemption. by; and their bulk 
00 narrow to fill up the height and depth of that great abyſs : 
here muſt, by that glorious atchievement, be ſome nobler 
btainment than ſhort-lived bleſſings ; and an higher end than 
o bring men into a meer poſſibility of being ſaved. The life 
f the ſon of GoD was infinitely too precious to be given for 
eriſhing things; nor would it be conſiſtent with divine wiſ- 
Jom to venture it for an uncertainty. It had been a light 
hing for Chriſt, and not worthy his ſufferings, to raiſe up the 
uns made by Adam to ſuch a degree of reſtorement, as 
yould only have ſet him in his former ſtate, and that upon 
erms more unlikely to ſucceed : this had been to give a 
eater value for things of leſſer moment: for it needs muſt 
e a happier ſtate, to be made upright, without bias to evil, 
an to be moved with all manner of motives, while fettered 
)y-unbelief, and a natural bent to revolt further: for notwith- 

| I ſtanding 

(4) John i. . (7) Col. i. 17. | 

(n) Ifa. vi. 13. () Chap. i. 9. 

(%) Matt. xxiv. 22. 

\ 


ſtanding all thoſe motives and means, not the majority only; 


therefore neceſſary, redemption ſhould have. a farther reach, 


it to all the ſons of men univerſally, and alike; not confider- 
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bat the univerſality of mankind might have periſhed and gone 
to hell; which would in no wiſe have anſwered God's end 
in making. the world, much leſs in redeeming it, It was 


than to bring men into a meer ſalvable ſtate, and that could 
not be leſs than a ſtate of certain ſalvation. Andy in order w 
this, Redemption, was general as to things, even all that per. 
taineth to life and godlineſs; eternal life, and whatever con- 
duceth thereto, as will after be made evident. And this i 
that Redemption we are treating of; and this is the ſenſe d « f 
the preſent poſition, namely, that Redemption thus qualified der 
peculiar to the church; and that Election is the pattern h/ ot 
which Redemption is to be meaſured : * the fon can do 50. bis 
thing but what he ſees the father do,“ Jahn v. 19. 

To make redemption larger than electing love, is to over- 
lay the foundation ; which (all men know) is a very momen- 
tous error in building, eſpecially of ſuch a tower whole toil the- 
muſt reach to heaven. It therefore behoves us to ſee, that 
we ſeparate not what Gop hath conjoined, either by ftretch-W (4; 
ing or ſtraining the bounds he bath ſet. The Jews wer that 
opinioned that the promiſe of the Meffiah belonged only to Gor 
them, excluſive to the Gentiles : others fince, would exten re! 


ing the reaſon why the promiſe was made to the woman the | 
ſeed, and not to Adam's: but the Meſſiah himſelf, who bet unde 
knew the line of the promiſe, and end of his miſſion, exempted diſtin 


none; but extends it to © all nations indifferently 36 yet foal In 
that he refttains it to the elect among them, deſcribing them ti me 
by ſuch appellations as import a ſelect party: they are called h agua 
ſeed,” and the * travel of his ſoul ;* with reſpe& to whom demp 
ſhould a make his ſoul an offering for ſin ( p) : theſe alſo he tern 6eati, 
5 his *ſheep,® and himſelf © the good ſhepherd,” (as be wall Elec 
might) * whoſe own the ſheep are, and for whom he Jul Ele 
down his life (q) :” and that he might not be taken to inten Chriſt 
thoſe only of the Jewiſh nation, he preſently adds, * and JURY apart 
ſheep 1 have, which are not of this fold: them alſo mull actua! 
bring (r).“ The evangeliſt, expounding the high prieſt's pe which 
phecy, © that it was expedient one man ſhould die for I prieſts 


prople, u delivers it thus: that“ he ſhould not die for that r 
| | tion 


Ifa. li. 10, 11. *. Its! + 
(2 Ver, 16, ha 2 Ye 


tion only, but alſo, that he ſhould gather together in one, the 
children of Gop that ate ſcattered abroad (s) :* in confe- 


of Chriſt (t) :* (though before afar off; and that “ he recon» 
ciled both, (that is, Jews and Gentiles, or the elect ſcattered 
amongſt doth) in one body by the croſs (u) : and this in pur- 
ſuance of that bleſſed compact made with him, for _— 
the preſerved of Ifrael, as you find it recorded in 1a. xlix. 

It further appears by 7/a. 'liii. 6. That they were ” ſheep 
whoſe iniquities were laid upon Chriſt::* and again, ver. 8. 
u For the tranſgteſſion of my people was he ſtricken,” And 
here let me note, (for it is very conſiderable) that we read not 
of any party of men termed ſheep, the people of Gop, and 
his children, in diſtinction from others, but with reſpect to 
ſome peculiar intereft he hath in them above others; and 
what that intereſt may be, excepting Election, doth not ap- 
pear to us: for thoſe other ſheep were not yet called, and 
therefore not yet believers, and ſheep on that account; but as 
they were of God's ele. For, though all men were loſt, 


that is, thoſe perſons of the loft and periſhing world, whom 
Gop hath choſen for his peculiars, as he did the houſe of I, 
rael from among the nations; and who,.in that reſpect, were 
a ſpecial type of the ſpiritual Election. And on this account, 
the promiſes of the new covenant were made to the church 
under ſuch names and titles as were proper to that people, as 
diſtinguiſhed from other nations. ls 12 

In a. Iii. we find Holy and Redeemed applied to the 
ſame perſons: whether it be meant of elective holineſs or 
actual, it comes to one: for, both of them, together with Re- 
demption, do refer to the fame ſubject: for, as actual ſancti- 


Election is the root of them both; as ye have it in 1 Pet. i. 2. 
Elect unto obedience and ſprinkling of the blood of Jeſus 
Chriſt (x). To be holy, is to be ſacred, ſelected, and ſet 
apart for holy uſes, by appointment of Gop't and they were 
actually ſanctified by the u ſprinkling of blood (y): in both 
which reſpects, the people of Iſrael, the tabernacle, temple, 
prieſts, altars, Ee. are all ſaid to be holy. 226 


I 2 In 
() Chap. xi. 52; (e) Ephes. ii. 1 3. 
(8) Virus a : (x) Ni Ho 


) Heb. ix. 19. 
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quence whereof, they are faid to be * made nigh by the blood 


Chriſt was u ſent but to the loſt ſheep of the houſe of Iſrael u 


heation is the next fruit and conſequent of Redemption; ſo 


/ 


* 


\ 


\ 
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In Luke i. 72. Gop's ſending of Chriſt is ſaid to be, in 
performance of his holy covenant ; which was firſt proclaimed 
in paradiſe, as made with the woman's ſeed (z); and after. 
wards renewed with Abraham (a); and is therefore termed, 
the mercy promiſed to Abraham and to his ſeed :* and who 
are Abraham's ſeed ? not the world, but believers ; that iz, 
the ele: for, theſe only obtain faith, Rom. xi. 7. and Gal 
ii. 29. ſaith plainly, If ye be Chriſt's, then are ye Abraham: 
ſeed.” We alſo read, that jt was a peculiar people that Chrif 
gave himſelf for, and purchaſed (6) :% it denotes ſome ſpecial 
propriety he hath in them above others; and ſo, a ſpecid 
cauſe for his giving himſelf for them. It alſo ſeems that pe- 
culiar and purchaſed are ſo nearly allied, that one word is uſed 
to ſignify both, 1 Pet. ii. 9. According with this, is that in 
1 Pet. i. 20. where Chriſt is ſaid to be * verily fore-ordained, 
and manifeſted®|for thoſe he writes that epiſtle to: that they 
were perſons elected, is evident by the firſt and ſecond verſes; 
and elect unto the ſprinkling of his blood: and as they were 


„ 


elected to it, ſo in John xvii. he profeſſes to make it good; the 
n for their ſakes (ſays Chriſt) I ſanRify myſelf ;* and twice in that 
_ x. that * he laid down his life for the ſheep (c) ; which e 
s as excluſive of others, as where he ſaith, my righteouſneſs thoſ 


extends unto the ſaints ; and, he that believeth, ſhall be ſaved,” men 
that is, ſuch, and none elſe. . 

It further appears from A&s xx. 28. that it was * the that 
church of Gop he purchaſed with his own blood.” Now, the 


church and the world, are plainly diftin&, as a garden incloſed -n; | 

is from the common fields. That the church conſiſts of ele * : 

perſons, is proved before; and that it was the church he die 8 
e 


for, is proved by this ſcripture ; as alfo, from Ephes. v. Where 
huſbands are required to love their wives, as * Chriſt loved the h 
« church, and gave himſelf for it (4) zu which ſhews, that a 9c 


the huſband's love to his wife, is another kind of love, than Th 
what he bears to others of the ſame ſex : ſo is Chriſt's love to 
his church; and therefore, his death, which was the ſpecial 
effect of that his love, is peculiar to the church only, The Are 
elders about the throne ſing a new ſong to the lamb, becaule N of Iſr⸗ 
u he redeemed them. to Gop by his blood (e) :* among other of the 
reaſons for that ſtile of elders, this may be one, that they (typifi 
al | T 16 were 
(x) Gen. Jil. 1175. (a) Gen. xii. 3. 
(4). Tit. ii 14. (c) John x. 11, 15. 0. 


(4) Ephes. Ve. 25. le) Rev. Ve 9. « 
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a were choſen from the days of old; and their names written 
in his book of life from the foundation of the world (/). 


They are alſo ſaid to be u redeemed out of every kindred, and 
tongue, and people, and nation,” which rationally implies, 
that the bulk of thoſe people and nations were not redeeme 

with them, We alſo read, that a certain number are ſaid to 
be redeemed * from the earth and from among men (g):“ if 
ſome from among others, it follows of courſe, that thoſe 
others were exempted. (Here note by the way, that theſe 


\elders were now in heaven, above the clouds of miſconception 


dad prejudiced opinion ; and therefore, no reaſon to miſdoubt 
their teſtimony.) And further, theſe redeemed ones are there alſo 
ſtiled, © the PA fruits unto Gop, and to the lamb (Y) ;* which 
appellation infinuates, that they were ſeparated from the reſt, 
as the firſt fruits under the law were by Gop himſelf, who 
took them for his own portion (i). They are likewiſe ſaid, 
to have the “ father's name written in their foreheads (+) ;* 
(Election marked them out for Chriſt) and to be * written in 
the lamb's book of life ;% and that as a lamb flain; who on 
that account ſays to his father, * thine they were and thou 
gaveſt them me, i John xvii. 6. Where alſo, in his prayer for 
thoſe whoſe ſacrifice he was now to offer, he ſtiles them, * the 
men which the father had given him out of the world ;” and in 
ver. 10. *All mine are thine, and thine are mine :* that is, all 
that were Chriſt's in order to Redemption, were firſt the fa- 
ther's by Election: it is as if he had ſaid, all that I undertake. 
for are are thine elect; and all thine elet I undertake 
for: he therefore reciprocates the terms of relation, turns 
them to and again, to ſhew the ſameneſs of the perſons con- 
cerned in both, From all which it ſeems undeniably evident 
that as a certain number were elected, ſo a certain number, and 
thoſe the very ſame perſons, were redeemed, | 


The ground and truth of this aſſertion, is further con- | 
firmed by ſuch arguments as theſe : 


Arg. I. The Levitical ſacrifices were offered for the houſe 
of Iſrael, exemptive of other nations: and theſe being a type 
of the ſpiritual Election, it follows, that this ſacrifice of Chriſt 
(typified by theirs) was alſo peculiar to Jews in ſpirit ; or ſpi- 

| SY | ritual 


(e) Chap. xiv. 3, 4. 


%) Chap, xvii. g. | 
(:) — 13, and viii. 16. 


(b) Rev. xiv. 4. 
i) Rev. xiv. 1. 
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ritual Jews: for he only is reckoned a Jew, that is ſuch in. 
wardly in the ſpirit (n). So Aaron's making atonement fox 
his houſhold, and bearing the names of the twelve tribes on 
his breaſt-plate, were typical of our great high-prieſt's bearing 
the names, and ſuſtaining the perſons of thoſe for whom he 
offered himſelf on the croſs : of all thoſe legal ſhadows, Chriſt 
and the church of the firſt-born, are the body and ſubſtance, 
Arg. II, The right of Redemption among the Jews, (which 
ſhadowed this) was founded on brotherhood ; hence I infer 
that that relation 2 taken) was both the ground and 
limit of Chriſt's office as a Redeemer. The Apoſtle's diſcourſe 
in Heb. ii. ſeems to point at this; where he ſays * they were 
brethren, children, and ſons, whom Chriſt ſhould deliver from 


bondage, make reconciliation for their fins, and bring to glory," 


ut, how came they to be Gop's children and brethren to 
Chriſt, above others? it was by predeſtination ; and that way 
it entitled them to Redemption; as is evident by comparing 
the 5th and 7th verſes of Ephes. i, * Having predeſtinated ui 
to the adoption of children by Jeſus Chriſt z in whom we haye 
Redemption thrqugh his blood. And it is worthy your no- 
tice, that by the law of redemption, a ſtranger (one that waz 


nat of the brotherhood) might not be redeemed ; but one that. 


was, though not redeemed, muſt yet go free in the year of 
jubilee (n); which ſhews the peculiar reſpect the Lord haz 
* his peculiar people. | b | 
Arg. III. The ſaving benefits of Redemption do not redound 
to any but elect — Whatever is one-where aſeribed 
to Redemption, as the ſpecial fruit and conſequent thereof, 
is elſewhere aſcribed to Election, and to this as the firſt and 
original root: and, that Redemption itſelf is the fruit of 
electing love, is evident by x Pet, 1, 2. (quoted before) * Elect 
unto obedience, and forioklin of the blood of Jeſus Chriſt." 
They are alſo ſaid to be * blefled with all ſpiritual bleflings in 
Chrift, according as he had choſen them in him (e): u and if al 
ſpiritual bleflings be diſpenſed by the law of Election, then al 
the ſaving benefits of Redemption (which are the ſame with 
thoſe of Election) muſt be diſpenſed by the ſame rule; and ſo, 
to the ſame perſons only. We alſo find, that Chriſt's actual 
diftribution of the gifts he received for men, is guided anſwer- 
ably: * he manifeſts the father's name to the men he had 
given 
{w) Nome. 6. "0 (v) Ley. xxv, 46, 48. with xli. 54) 
le) EPhes- i. 3, 4. 5 | 
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given ()* and Election was that which 


with Election; that either of them concerneth only 


paid. Now, the end of 


were that believed not, but would certainly 
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given him out of the world (y) : to theſe he expounds that 
in private, which to others he ſpake in parables: and thus de 
did, becauſe to them it was given to know the myſteries of 
the kingdom of Gon; but to the multitude it was not 
gave it them, (as it 
follows there) “ for fa it ſremed good in thy ſight. “ In like 
manner, the Apoſtle, in Rom. viii. puts Election and Redemp- 
tion together, as pertaining to the fame perſons, and Juſtiſiea- 
tion (which is the *next effect of Redemption) he mates alſo 
an unqueſtionable conſequent of Election; „ who ſhalt lay 


any thing ta the charge of God's ele&? it is Gan that Juſti- 


fieth : who ſhall condemn ? it is Chriſt that died (+).5 The 
queſtion. being put concerning Gap's elect, and the anſwer 
referring to thaſe for whom Chiift died; is a plain implica- 
tion, that Redemption and Juftificatian- are 9 uy" 
the 
perſons ; and that neither of them extends ta any, but whom 
the other alfa taketh in. 1 1 N ben ; 
Arg. IV. The price of Redemption was of. that precious 
and matehleſs value, that it could not be parted with, but 
with reſpect to the certainty of the end for which it was 
ion was: the ſalvation of 
men: below which there cauld not be an end worthy the 


death of Chriſt z and this nothing could ſecure but Election. 


The elect always have abtained- and ſhall : this is a rule 
affirmed in Rem. xi. 7. But for the reſt, they are blinded; 


that is, they are left to their own voluntary miſunderſtanding; 


and being ſo left, not only they do not, but they cannot be- 
lieve. And Chriſt knowing from the beginning who they 
reject him, to 
what end ſnould he make his ſoul an offering for them? why 
for the world of ungodly, whoſe ſpirits were in priſon fome 
thouſands of years before? whom the Lord intends to fave 
alive, he appoints an“ atonement to be made for them (): 
but for thaſe he intends to deſtroy, (which is always done 


juſtly) he will not accept an offering (t), and therefore not 


appoint it: as he did not (under the law) for thaſe crimes 
which men were to die for. 
I 4 7 Arg. V. 
(7) Matt. xiii. 34, 36. 
(! Numb. xvi. 46, 47. 


(9 John xvii; 6. 
(r) Rom. viii. 33. 34. 
% Judges xiii. 23. 
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Arg. V. I confine Redemption to elect perſons, becauſe 
Interceſſion, which is of equal latitude with Redemption, is 
limited to them, excluſive to others. The prieſts under the 
law were to pray for thoſe whoſe ſacrifice they offered; and 
what they did, was a pattern. of qur Saviour's prieſtly office; 
whom likewiſe we find to ſacrifice and pray, only for the 
ſame perſons :: he is an advocate for thoſe for whoſe fin he is 2 
propitiation (u): whoſe tranſgreſſions he was ſmitten for, for 
them he makes interceſſion (x): for their ſakes he ſanctifiel 
himſelf, and for them it was that he made that ſolemn prayer 
in the xviith of John. And he then prayed for them, as 
being juſt then upon offering their ſacrifice : he alſo ſhuts out 
the world expreſsly from having any intereſt in it: * I pray 
not for the world, but for them which thou haſt given me (5). 
And he adds the reaſon (the foundation reaſon) why he would 

ray for theſe, for they are thine,” that is, they were the 
father's by Election: for in all other reſpects * the earth is 
the Lord's and the fulneſs thereof, Pſal. xxiv. 1. | 
Arg. VI. Another argument for peculiar Redemption, is 
founded on the merit of Chriſt's death, together with its 
efficacy. He was not cut off for himſelf (z), but thoſe he 
_ undertook for: and it was to procure them a right to. thoſe 

lorious privileges, which Election ordained them to. Hence 
i argue, 1. That which Chriſt laid down his life for, that he 
merited: and, 2. What he merited, is due to thoſe for whom 
it was merited, Now, the principal thing intended and 
merited by his death, was the juſtification of ſinners ; and 
* that Gop might be juſt in juſtifying of them (a) z and fi- 
nally, that they might have * eternal life (50%. If therefore, 
he merited this for all, then all muſt be juſtified and ſaved (c); 
and it cannot juſtly be denied to any: for it is their due by 
virtue of a price: and that price well worthy of it ; which 
alſo was paid to that very end, and this by the creditor's own 
appointment; who cannot condemn any for whom Chriſt 
died (d): his juſtice ſhall not be liable to ſuch a reflection. 
Whence it may rationally be concluded, that if all men are 
not juſtified, juſtification doth not belong to all; and conſe- 
quently, that Chriſt did not give himſelf for all. And as for 


efficac), 
% en (x) Ila. Hi. 8, 12. 
(y) John xvii. q. (z) Dan. ix. 26. | 
(a) Rom. iii. 26, (5) John xvii. 2. 


le) Rom. v. 8, 9, 10. % Rom, viii, 34. 
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efficacy, Adam's tranſgreſſion was efficycious on the will, and 


whole man, to deprave; why not then the righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt to reſtore ; ſince the pre-eminence, in that very thing, 
is given to him? Rom. v. 17. ed e 
Arg. VII. The doctrine of ſpecial and peculiar Redemption, 
is further confirmed by thoſe perilous conſequents which attend 
the doctrine of general Redemption, as it is commonly held 
forth: For, (1.) It ſeems to reflect on the wiſdom of Gop; 
as imputing to him fuch a contrivance for mens ' ſalvation, s 
was altogether fruſtrable; which is far from convincing the 
world that Chriſt crucified is the wiſdom of Gop, 2. It alfo 
ſeems to tax God of injuſtice, as not diſcharging thoſe whoſe 
tranſgreſſions are anſwered for by their ſurety ; or elſe, that 
the ſufferings of Chriſt were not ſufficient to make a diſcharge 
due to them. Or, 3. It inſinuates a deficiency of power, or 
want of good will, to proſecute his deſign to perfection. 
4. It makes men boaſters; ſuſpending the virtue and ſucceſs 
of all that Chriſt hath done for them, upon ſomething to be 


done by themſelves, which he is not the doer of; and conſe- 


quently, that men are principals in-procuring their own falva- 
tion: And fo Chriſt ſhall have but his thouſands, in truth his 
nothing, while freedom of will ſhall have its ten thouſands to 
cry up the praiſe of men: This is not * that the Lord alone 
ſhould be exalted.” 5. It would alſo follow, that thoſe who 
are ſaved and gone to heaven, have nothing more of Chriſt's 
to glory in, and praiſe him for, than thoſe who are periſhed 
and gone to hell: For, according to the principles of general 
Redemption, he did and doth for all alike; and no more 
for one than for another. 6. It makes men preſumptuous 
and carnally ſecure: How many have ſoothed up themſelves 
in their impenitency and hardneſs of heart, and fenced them- 
ſelves againſt the word, upon this very ſuppoſition, That 
Chriſt died for all; And why then mould not they look 
to be ſaved as well as any other? And ſo they lean (pretend- 
edly) on the Lord, and tranſgreſs; not conſidering, that, 
thoſe for whom Chriſt died, he purchaſed for them a freedom 
from fin, and not a liberty of ſinning; nor impunity, but 
upon terms of faith and repentance. And that the tempter 
diſturbs them not in their reſt upon ſuch a-foundation, may 
de one reaſon why men ſo ſtiffly adhere to it; and that thoſe 
of the general principle are ſo ſeldom troubled with terrors 
of conſcience, 

| Laſtly, 
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„Laſtly, There was yet another reaſon of Chriſt's 


+,peculiacly for the elect; they were his deſigned ſpouſe; and 
- - that brought upon him peculiar engagements to die for then, 
1. As being his ſpouſe, he was chargeable with their debt: 
they being made under a law, and he aſſuming them into 2 
ſpouſal relation, made himſelf one with them, and anſwerable 


for them: It was, in the law's account, as well as his own 
intent, a making himſelf their ſurety, (Iſa. liii. 8, 1x.) and 
conſequently, in caſe of forfeiture, his liſe muſt go for heit. 
He is therefore ſaid to be made under the law (2), as they 


were, and to be © made fin for them (%): And being ſo, it 
behoved him to ſuffer (i), and it could not be avoided (4); 
For the law being juſt and holy, its violation muſt be anſwer- 
ed for, either by.principals or ſurety: And here it was, that 
. mercy. and truth, grace and Juſtice met together; making that 
race 


due temperament which anſwered the ends of both, 
takes hold of him as a ſurety, that the ſinner might go free; 
and juſtice, as of the moſt reſponſible party, (for none elſe 
could anſwer the law's demands ;) And being apprehended, 


he readily yields to make. ſatisfaction, and ſays to the law, ( 


once to the Jews, when he was on the point of ſuffering 


his ſpouſe) © If ye ſeek me, let theſe go their way (1): 
2. Another engagement was the love he bore to them: If 
poſſibly he might have been quit of that furetyſhip-engage- 


ment, this of his love would have held him to it: He could 


not bear to ſee his beloved faſt - chained, like ſlaves to the 


devil's gallies, and forced to ſeryve againſt their natural Lord: 
And this bondage they could not be freed from, but by con- 
quering him whoſe bond- ſlaves they were; nor could that be 
done, but by his own death (m): And this his love conſtrained 
dim to (); * for love (to be ſure his love) is ſtranger than 
death (o) zu and accordingly we find that this is ſtill} made the 
ground and motive of his dying. 3. As the contract could 
not be diſſolved, (for he hates putting away) nor bis lose 
taken off, for he changeth not; ſo neither, as the caſe ſtood, 
could he and they cohabit and dwell together, Creature* 
defiled with fin, were not meet conſorts for the Lord of 8% 

of 


(e) Gal. iv. 4. 5. (3) 2 Cor. v. 21, 


(:) Luke xziv. 46. (+) Acts xvii. 3. 


(7 John xviii. 8. (m) Heb: ii. 14. John x. 31, 33 
l) Fphes. v. 25. Rev. i 5. Gal. ii. 20. 
() Cant. viii. 6. | 
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Nor could they be brought to a meetneſs, but by being 
waſhed in his blood, as he ſays to Peter, If I waſh thee not, 
thou haft no part with me (p. The church muſt be ſanc- 

tified and cleanſed, without ſpot or wrinkle, or any ſuch 
thing (q),” before they are fit for the preſence of Chriſt in 
lory; and this could not be effected, but by ® his 2G 
bimieif for them : To this, therefore, the ſpirits of jolt men 


made perfect, do aſcribe their being in heaven (7). 


Whether they might poſſibly have been ſaved ſome othet 
way, is to me a needleſs enquiry: But it ſeems the impott 
of our Saviour's own ſpeech, that if he had not thus done, 
he muſt have been in heaven without ſuitable company ; 
where ſpeaking of himſelf, he ſays, * Except a corn of wheat 
fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone (3) ;** But it was 
not good that the man ſhould be alone; no, not the ® man 
Chriff Jeſus ; It was therefore ordained, that he ſhould have 
a ſeed to ſerve him; a church to preſide over; in the midſt 
of whom he ſhould ſing praiſe to his Father (?); who are alſo 
called his fellows (a): But his blood muſt be the ſeed of that 
church (x), the- price of their redemption (j); the laver of 
their regeneration (z). And ſo dear is the church to Chriſt, 
that he thinks himſelf not complete without them (a): It 
was one of his laſt requeſts before he died, that they might 
be with him (5). And if the body muſt be with its head, 
the holieſt of holies muſt be their manſion : But ſuch is 
that place's holineſs, as not to admit them without a per- 
fet purity; nor could they, if not ſo purified, bear the 
holineſs of the place. All which conſidered together, ſhew 
ſuch a reaſon of . Chriſt's dying for the elect, as was not 
predicable of other men. N 

For the reſt of the world, they were given as handmaids to 
his ſpouſe: By virtue of which donation, they alſo are his; 
„He is head over all to the church (c): They are his, but 
not as his ſpouſe; as Sodom's daughters and Samaria's were 
to Jeruſalem; * but not by her covenant (d). His relation 

| . 


to 
(p) John xiii. 8. (4) Ephes. v. 26. 
(r) Rev. v. 9. ( — xii. 24. 
(t) Heb. ii. 12 (] Heb. i. 9. 
(x) Ifa. liii. 10. (y) Rev. v. g. 
(=) Ephes. v. 26. (a) Ephes. i. 23. 
(6) John xvii. 24. (c) Ephes. i. 22. 
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to them was not ſuch as to make him reſponſible for their 
defaults, or to oblige him for their recovery: Howbeit, the 
price wherewith he ranſomed his ſpouſe, took in her hand. 
maids alſo; as Abraham's reſcuing his brother Lot, brought 
back the Sodomites with him. All the benefits the world 
| have by redemption, they may thank the church for, next 

unto Chriſt himſelf; for they have it upon her account, as 
the Sodomites theirs upon Lot's. And, to ſpeak freely, the 
ſpouſe of Chriſt could not well have been without her hand- 
maids : We little think what ſervice the world does for the 
church ; albeit, that becauſe they intend not ſo, they are not 
rewardable for it (e). I. ſhall only add our Saviour's own 
afſertion in that xviith of John, where ſpeaking of thoſe his 
Father had given him, that he might give them eternal life, 
he ſaith expreſly, that for © their. ſakes he ſanctified 
himſelf (/) :* Which was 40 fay, in effect, that had it 
not — for them, he had not ſtirred out of heaven for 
the reſt. 


I ſhould now come to the Inferences: But finding this 


doctrine as much oppoſed as that of Election; obſerving alſo 
a great proneneſs in men to embrace the notion of general and 
conditional redemption, (which proceeds, partly, from nature's 
inability to diſcern a reaſon why one ſhould be redeemed, and 
not another; partly, for that it is grateful to lapſed creatures 
to fancy themſelves active in their own recovery; partly allo, 
from an aptneſs to catch at any thing that but ſeems to give 
quiet under convictions :) I hope it ſhall not be time loſt to 
weigh their exceptions and our reply together : In the doing 
of which, I ſhall not anſwer every text that is made to ſerve 
in that cauſe; the ſenſe they give of ſome, being evicted, may 
ſerve for many. | 
Obj. In Rom. v. 18. The reſtoration by Chriſt is made 
as large and extenſive as Adam's fin. 

Anſw. The compariſon there ſtated is not put extenſively, 
as reſpecting the objects of fin and grace; but intenſively, as 
reſpecting the different efficacy of the ſeveral means by-which 
thoſe contrary effects were produced: The Apoſtle, therefore, 
to obviate ſuch objections, reſtrains it in verſe 15. © But not 
as the offence, ſo alſo is the free gift: g. d. The free gift of 
righteouſneſs and life doth not extend to mankind univerſally 
and efficaciouſly, as fin and death did: And he adds a reaſon 
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to it; © For if through the offence of one many be dead, 
much more the grace of Gop, and the gift by grace hath 
abounded unto many (g) :* Which is as if he had ſaid, If the 
free gift had took in all, as the offence did, then all ſhould 
have been ſaved ; for that, grace hath abounded more than 
the offence : Which ſuper-abounding of grace, muſt be meant 
of the prevalent efficacy of grace ; (for, as to the objects of it, 
it could not take in more than all:) And «wax Ke thoſe 
towards whom it hath ſo abounded, ſhall ſurely partake of the 
benefits of it. And further, that the word all might not be 
taken univerſally, he preſently varies the term of comprehen- 
fion, and renders that all by many: © As by one man's diſo- 
bedience many were made finners, ſo by the obedience of one 
ſhall many be made righteous, Ram. v. 19. As all in Adam 
died, ſo all in Chriſt ſhall be made alive,” 1 Cor. xv. 22. 
Obj. But redemption is often ſet forth in terms importing 
univerſality, namely, That Chriſt gave himſelf a ranſom for 
all; that he takes away the ſin of the world; and is the pro- 
pitiation for the ſins of the whole world, x Tim. ii. 6. John 
1.29. I John ii, 2.4“ which we cannot but take in a literal 
ſenſe, | | 
Anſw. Both ſacred writ and common diſcourſe do frequent- 
ly ſpeak in general terms, when nothing is leſs intended by 
it than univerſality. Jobn iv. 29. Come, ſee a man that 
told me all things that ever I did 1 When it was but how 
many huſbands he had had, and that her preſent was not ſo. 
I Cor, x. 23. Paul is ſaid to pleaſe all men in all things; 
when as (in fact) he pleaſed but few in any thing, and in all 
things next to none, Col. i. 6. The goſpel is ſaid, “to be 
come into all the world, and to bring forth fruit as it did in 
them zu when yet it was but a corner of the world, and but 
few, very few, in whom it brought forth as in them: (Ex- 
amples are endleſs.) It is therefore to be noted, that where 
thoſe general (or rather indefinite) terms are uſed about Re- 
demption, it is moſtly to ſhew, that the church of God 
(which Chriſt was to gather in) was not confined to the 
offspring of any particular head; nor conſiſted of any ſeparate 
fort or rank of perſons, excluſive to others; but ſome of every 
kindred and nation under heaven, elaſſis and degree among 
men: The church of Gop takes in of all, and fo doth Re- 
demption ; however different in other reſpects,, they are ** all 
| one 


g) Rom. v. 15. 
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one in Chriſt (i). And where this is not the ſcope, there 
the perſons concerned are deſcribed by a nafrower lift ; as, 
that he gave his life a'ranſom for many (I), and that he waz 
once offered to bear the fins of many (I); that he laid down 
his life for the ſheep (m); that they are redeemed “ from the 
earth, and from among men (u), and out of every kindred, 
tongue, people and nation (o).“ That in Timothy * Who gave 
bimſelf a ranſom for all,” gives the objection no ſupport ; fot 
all in the 6th verſe, muſt intend the ſame as all in theft 
verſe, which the text itſelf expounds to be kings and men 
in authority.“ As for the world, it hath many and various ac- 
ceptations in ſcripture: It is not always meant of men; ahd 
of men, it ſeldom intends the univerſality; yea, it is often 
meant of a very few, in compariſon of the whole: It would, 
therefore be unanſwerable raſhnefs to limit ſo indefinite 1 
term to any particular conſtruction; as, in part, is ſeen 
dy the following inſtances : It fometimes intends the place 
of mens habitation here on earth (y); the time and ſtate 
of things, after the diſſolution of the preſent frame () 
the extent and compaſs of the Roman empire (r); the 
religion and manners of the world 3 ; the troubles which 
in this world do attend the diſciples of Chrift (z); the 
ſplendor, wealth, honour, or whatever elſe is taking with 
the hearts of men (u); to ſet forth the greatneſs of ſome- 
thing that Cannot well be expreſſed (x) ; for the Gentiles in 
diſtinction from the Jews (y); for the numerous increaſe of 
ſome particular party (z). More might be cited, but theſe 
may ſuffice, to how how much it behoves to conſider well the 
ſcope and context of ſcripture, and not to be led by the vocal 
' found of words. 2885 e 
There are yet two other interpretations, which come neatet 
the matter in hand: One is that which takes in the whole 
party of wicked men alone and by themſelves ; as where it is 
aid, * That faints ſhall judge the world (a),” it muſt be 
| meant 


(4) Matt. xx. 28. and xxvi. 
l) John x. 15. 05 

(o) Chap. v. . U 
(9) Luke xx. 35. 

(s) Acts xvii. 6. 

(4) Gal. vi. 14. 

{y) Rom. xi. 12. 

(a) 1 Cor. vi. 2. 


7) Gal. iii. 28. 
7 Heb. ix. 28. 

(7) Rev. xiv. 3, 4. 
(P) Nah. 1. 5 — 
(7) Chap. ii. 1. 

. (1) John xvi. 33. 

(x) John xx1. 25. 

(z) John xi. 19. 
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meant of the world of ungodly, for the ſaints ſhall. not judge 
one another: So, © all the world wondered after. KG. x | 
and worſhipped the dragon (C). e This alſo muſt intend the 
herd of idolaters, exemptive to thoſe who followed the 
Lamb (c. It is alſo ſaid, that * the Whole world lieth in R 
wickednels (4) in Here ye have the very words, and alike . 
connexed, as in the place objeted; which therefore may as 
well be ſuppoſed of the ſame comprehenſion ; and yet it may 
not be underſtood of mankind univerſally,” but ſuch of them Fo 
as are under the power and conduct of Satan, which the 
ſaints are not, and therefore are no part of the world, or 
whole world there intended. The other interpretation of the 
word ſeems couched in the places objected, where Chriſt is 
ſaid to take away the fins of the world, and to be a 
propitiation for the fins of the whole world: For, Why may 
not the world be taken in a reſtrict and limited ſenſe here, as 
in the places forequoted ? If by world is ſometimes meant, the 
world of ungodly, as ſeparated from the ſaints ; by like reaſon, 
at other times, it may be meant of the world of. ſaints, as 
ſeparated. from the wicked, eſpecially when nothing in the 
ſcope or context contradicts it. And what then ſhould 
hinder, but that world in the places objected, may be ſetly 
intended of the ele, excluſive to others; as the world that. 
lies in wickedneſs, is of thoſe others excluſive to the elec? 
To be ſure there can be no peril in fo underſtanding it; for, 
we know that Chriſt is the propitiation for their ſins; But to 
affirm it of the bulk of mankind, hath many unruly and 
unworthy conſequents attending it, ſome of which are ſhewn 
before, But what world was it that Chriſt would not pray 
for? It could not be that for which he died, for the prieſt 
ent vas bound to pray for thoſe he offered for? It muſt then be 
hole i motber; and then it will follow that there are two: 1. A 
its leſſer, which conſiſts of a fele& party, and was taken out of 
a be WM © world univerſal, as the Iſraelitiſn nation was out of the 
nein Feyptian (e); or as the chriſtian church at firſt, was out of 
4 the Jewiſh (f). Theſe our Saviour ſtiles a the men which 
23, bis. Father gave him out of the world (g) :5 For theſe it was 
| that he ſanctified himſelf, that is, ſet himſelf apart to ſuffer 
tur them, and for theſe he prayed : And of theſe is made up 


{b) Rev. xiii. 3, 4. {c) Rev. xiv. 4. 
(4) r John v. 19. (e) Deut. iv. 34. 


Ads ii. 44.—47. (z) John xvii. 6. 


— 
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_ that world whoſe ſin he taketh away, and for whoſe ſing: U; 

| (even of the whole of them) he is the 'propitiation. Theſe ju 

= ate the men that fhall be counted worthy of the world 'to be 
4 -  come(+); and they are as properly termed a world, as that 2 
4 bleſſed ſtate and place of glory they ſhall be taken into; ora Ire 
1 the dwellers upon earth are denominated a world from the “ 
| place of their habitation (i). 2. There is alſo a world of 5 
þ ungodly, from among whom that lefſer world was taken and bo 
'] rated (4) ; of whom it is ſaid, *The Devil is their Gop (1); ſay 
| | d that * their names are not in the Lamb's book of life () ;* ” 
id but, © the whole of it lieth in wickedneſs (n) :* And this MW © 
; is that world for whom Chriſt orofeſledly ſays, * He did not Pe. 
; pray zu ſurely then, He would not make his ſoul an offering but 
x: TEETER 111 
But becauſe ſo great a ſtreſs is laid on the literal ſenſe of N 


\ the word, let us fan a little further this world whoſe fin 
is taken away. I think it cannot intend the univerlality G 
of mankind; becauſe though the world in general be con- wy 


—ů— 
— — — — 
— 


cerned in redemption,” thoſe general concerns are too light fabi. 
to ballance the weight of the text; temporary things could in : * 
no wiſe anſwer the end and worth of eternal redemption; Aki, 


which being the moſt tremendous act that ever the ſun had 
ſeen, or ſhall, the effects thereof muſt be anſwerably great th 
and glorious ; and conſequently it muſt peculiarly reſpect the 4 
elect, for it ſuits adequately to none elſe. To make out this, 8 
let us enquire, what that ſin of the world is, and what the WF. 
import of taking away (e). For the firſt: It is either ſome. 1% 
one grand tranſgreſſion, or the whole body of fins together; WW. 
If a particular fin, it muſt be unbelief; for that was the firſt, 4 
and parent to all the reſt: And it is thus marked out, the or i , 
that fin of the world; 1. Becauſe it was the fin of the whole, "ag 
both Jews and Gentiles. 2, It gave entrance to all other 11 | 
fins; they ſprang from it as their root. And, 3. It is the . 
condemning ſin; no man periſheth but for unbelief; where WW f 
the goſpel is not, they periſh fot pot believing in Go; and. * = 
where it is, for not believing in Chriſt, Or if it be meant of dhe * 
all fins univerſally, then the text conſiders them as put if Go 
together, and taken away at once, as if but one. But be it aeg 5 


* — 1 K 4 — * — 
— x N A 
- — — — ow I. Wh —— — 5 » 
— — —— — ——— — — - * 8 
i k — WE. as — 
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0 unbelief a 
(5) Luke xx. 35. (7) Rom, Xi. 3, 4. 8. (s) 
(4) John xv. 19. Chap. xvii. 6. 2 Cor. iv. 4. (+) 
(un) Rev. xiii. 8. (n) 1 John v. 1g. | 
(e) Pſalm ciii. 12. ; | 
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unbelief ſingly and ſpecially, or the whole body of fins con- 
junct, it comes to one; for unbelief is a member of that 
body, and a capital one; and ſo that be taken away, it matters 
not, this world is ſafe : the reaſon is, that Chriſt, in ſaving 
from unbelief, ſaves from all: for as faith is a complex of 
graces, ſo is unbelief of fins ; take away this, and the gulph 
is ſhot, all other ſins diſappear; there is an end of them, 
both as to guilt and prevalency : * he that believes ſhall be 
ſaved." For the ſecond, touching the import of taking away; 
1. The putting of it in the preſent-tenſe, implies a conſtantand 
continued act, ſtill purſuing the ſame end; it alſo imports a 
perfect act; not a partial taking away, or fruſtrable endeavour ; 
but complete and certain, as a man takes away dung until it 
be all gone, 2, That Chriſt alone, and by himſelf, performs 
this work 3. That he takes away fin, as à lamb ſlain; not 
for himſelf, (for he was without ſpot) but for thoſe whoſe 
ſurety he was. And, 4. As the lamb of Gop; a lamb of 
Gop's own providing, to fave the lives of his Iſaacs, This 
taking away is no leſs than a total removing of fin, a ſetting 
it at the utmoſt diſtance, and placing it in the * land of forget- 
fulneſs (p).%* And further, to aſſure of its utter abolition, this. 
taking away is termed deſtruction, the crucifying of the old 
man; ſlaying the enmity, and deſtroying the body of ſin (3): 
the this was that work of the devil, which the ſon of Gop came 
hi to deſtroy ; and deſtroyed it he hath, by“ nailing it to his 
Fo croſs (r). The blood of the lamb hath ſo overcome, that 
there needs no more ſacrifice for fin ; nor any thing exterior 
to itſelf, to make its Redemption eternal. And to have fin 
iſt, thus taken away, cannot be ſaid of the world univerſally; the 
reaſon is plain, becauſe fin being gone, nothing remains to 
* charge the world with. But nothing is more evident, than 
rg that the generality of men lie plunged in fin, and are bond- 
b leres of corruption to the laſt : it muſt therefore be another 
n world (or tribe) to whom this great bleſſing muſt be aſſigned, 
od and of whom verified : and fince there is but one more (who 
1 aH ae called Gop's elect) I conclude, that they are the men, ang I 
nt ot Ide world intended in the text: for, we know that they are 
of Gop; and that the whole world beſides lies in wicked- 


teſs (s). 
K Obj. 


(p) Jer. xxxi. 34. (4) Ephes. ii. 16. Rom. vi. 6. 
; b) Col. ii. 14. A 1 John v. 19, 
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Obj. But if ſome only are redeemed, and thoſe but few in 
compariſon : then all ground of believing is taken away from 
the moſt of men. | | 

Anſw. 1. That Chriſt did not die for all, hinders none 
from believing, any more than that many of thoſe he died 
for are not ſaved : or that becauſe one only can win the 
prize, hinders others from running. Nay, to teach (as they 
do) that Chriſt died for all, and that yet the generality of 
men ſhall die in their fins, and periſh for ever; is a greater 
impediment to believing, than that he died only for ſome; 
and that every one of that ſome ſhall certainly be faved, 
2. If we judge of trees by their fruit, we ſhall find, that the 
generality of men, (fuch as reckon the matters of religion 
worth ſpeaking of) hold ſtiff for the general point; which 
fhews, that that notion has no great influence towards the 
working of faith: if it had, the number of converts would 
not be ſo thin It is alſo found, that the generality of carnal 
mer, and ſuch as hate to be reformed, are the greateſt de- 
ſpiſers of peculiar Redemption, as well as of Election. 3. To 
make faith an evidence of a man's intereſt in Redemption, 
puts by the claim of unbelievers, as much as if it were a con- 
dition. 4. He that will know his own particular Redemption 
before he will believe, begins at the wrong end of his work; 
and is very unlikely to come that way to the knowledge of it, 
The firſt act of fajth is not, that Chriſt died for all, or for you 
in particular: the one is not true; the other not certain to 

ou, nor can, until after you have believed. He that would 
= muſt ſubmit to mercy, with * peradventure he will fave 
me alive. 5 Any man that owns himſelf a finner, hath as 
fair a ground for his faith, as any in the world that hath not 
yet believed; yea as any believer had before he believed: nor 
may any perſon, upon any account, exclude himſelf from Re- 
demption ; unleſs by his obſtinate and reſolved continuance 
in unbelief, he hath marked out himſelf, | 

There are reaſons enough, and of greateſt weight, to in- 
duce men to believe, without laying general Redemption for 
the ground of their faith: as (I.) That © faithful ſaying, and 
worthy of all acceptation, that Jeſus Chriſt came into the 
world to ſave ſinners (a) zu and ſuch are you. (2.) That be 
gave his life a ranſom for many (b) ; and you may be of that 
number, as well as any other, (3.) That thoſe he died * 

4 al 


| (a) 2 Tim. i. 15. (5) Matt. xx, 28. 
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{ball be juſtified upon their believing (e), and ſhall have faith 
alſo, upon their ſeeking for it, as a part of his purchaſe, and 
given on his behalf (d). (4.) That to believe on his < is 
the will and commandment of the everlaſting Gop (e), whom 
we ought to obey, though ſo it were that ſalvation were not 
concerned in it, 5. Thoſe many faithful promiſes, aſſuring 
ſalvation to them that believe (f). Laſtly, the remedileſs 
danger of unbelief (g). And if ſuch conſiderations as theſe 
will not prevail with you to believe; the notions of general 
Redemption, together with the general ſucceſsleſsneſs of it, 
will never do it. | | 

Obj. The extending of Redemption to the whole race of 
mankind, tends to magnify the grace of Chriſt ; but confining 
it to a remnant, is a leſſening of it. a 

Anſw. It no more diſparages the grace of Chriſt, to die 
peculiarly for that remnant, than his chooſing a ſingle nation, 
and feweſt in number out of the univerſe; and giving them 
laws that tended to life; while he ſuffered all beſides to run 
wild, in the broad way, which inevitably leads to deſtruction, 
And as for Redemption made general, with conditions an- 
nexed ; it is ſo far from magnifying the grace of Chriſt, that 
it plainly contradicts it: for, if he knew from the beginning 
who they were that believed not, nor would ever believe; it 
would rather have argued a degree of grace and favour, not to 
die for them; than that their Fa and condemnation ſhould be 
thereby ſo greatly aggravated: as it had been better for ſome, 
they had never known the way of righteouſneſs, than to depart 
from it, 2 Pet. ii. 21. : 

Obj. This leaves the moſt of men without remedy. 

Anſw. The fallen angels were higher than we, yet have 
no cauſe to complain, that no mediator was appointed for 
them; and if any be left remedileſs, the fault is their own : 
for, if freedom of will, as now it is, impowers men to make 
a remedy (ſcil. by acceptance and application) much more, 


* 3 sit was, it might have kept them, if they would, from need- 
0 ani ng a remedy, You will ſay, perhaps, (as ſome do) why were 
= the men left to this freedom of will, if foreſeen thus to uſe it? 
Phat he K = nay 
of that c) Rom. v. 9. (4) Phil. i. 29, 

ied for, (e Rom. xvi. 26, 1 John iii. 23. | 


(f) John iii. 16, 36, and Chap. vi. 47. 
g Mark xvi. 16, John viii. 24. 
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nay rather, why do men, after ſo woful an experiment, chooſe 
to be ſo left? they have their option; let them look to it. 

And ſo I leave their objections: for I heartily wiſh, both 
for the truth's ſake, and for peace; to ſee theſe conteſts by. 
ried, rather than agitated, leſt they eat out the life of religion, 
(They breathe in a healthleſs air, who make them their ele. 
ment.) And ] verily think, that if the controverted texts were 
duly weighed, (that is, if ſpiritual things were compared with 
ſpiritual, and fleſhly conſultations ſet aſide) the preſent dif- 
ferences would quickly be compoſed, being moſtly fomented 
by a looſe and luxuriant way of philoſophizing in divinity; 
and by holding to words of an indefinite fignitication, more 
than to the ſcope and context, 3 


/ : 
Inferences, 


Infer. I. Upon what hath been ſaid of the work and ends 
of Redemption, I would turn (a while) to thoſe of the general 
point; I mean not ſuch as are men profeſſing godlineſs, (too 
many of which are yet leavened with it) but thoſe very for- 
did and diſingenuous ſpirits, who pretend to à general ranſom, 
(covering themſelves with the ſhadow of it) and yet ſtudy no- 
thing leſs than to anſwer its ends: who dream of Redemption 
from hell; but for Redemption from ſin, it comes not into 
their mind: they contend, that Chriſt died for all; and pet, 
carry it as if he died for none; at leaſt, not for them: for 
they have no mark or tincture of ſuch a Redemption upon 
them! but remain evidently bondſlaves of corruption. Can 
you think that the ſon of Gop died for you, while you deſpite 
a living to him, hate them that love him, oppoſe whatever is 
dear to him, and perſecute to the death, (if your line would 
reach it) thoſe that have any ſpecial mark of Redemption upon 
them? did he make his foul an offering for ſin, to procure prin. 
men a liberty of ſinning? or, was Chriſt crucified, that the MW time 
body of ſin might remain unmortified ; yea, get ground, aud WM con 
be the more rampant upon it.? -Is this your kindneſs to your why 
friend, to be ſo in love with his enemies, (the ſpear and the and! 
nails that picrced him) that you will ſpend and be ſpent for and t 
the ſervice of jour luſts ? he died, that thoſe he died for might upon 
live : live, to whom ? not to themſelves, but to him that died withe 
for them: and did you really believe that he died for you, me h 
you could not but fo judge; his love would conſtrain you. 


Redcemed 
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Redeemed ones are the Lord's freemen; and you are free to 
nothing but the devil and fin, Is this the badge of your free- 
dom? the cogniſance by which the ſubjects of Chriſt are 
known from rebels? no, it is the rebels brand, and you will 
find it at laſt. This is that will aggravate your condemna- 
tion, and make it a condemnation to purpoſe, thus to deny 
the Lord that bought you: you are haters of Gop,. and he 
will make you to feel it: wrath will come upon you to the 
uttermoſt, If Gop ſpared not his own ſon, who had no fin 
(but by imputation) how ſhall he ſpare you that are nothing 
c'ſe but fin? * He that deſpiſed Moſes's law died without mer- 
cy: of how much ſorer puniſhment: ſhall he be thought wor- 
thy, who hath trodden under foot the ſon of Go: and 
counted that blood (which you pretend to believe was ſhed 
for your Redemption) an unholy thing ?** Heb, x. 28, 29. The 
wrath of the lamb is dreadful; he will tear you in pieces, 
and none ſhall deliver you. Bethink yourſelf, therefore in 
tive : conſider how you ſhall bear that weight of wrath which 
the ſon of Gop ſunk under! there is yet hope concerning 
this thing: and if ye have any mind to eſcape, delay it not: 
if ye will enquire, enquire to purpoſe; return and come. 

Infer. II. The/doctrine of peculiar Redemption may not be 
taken to diſcourage or weaken the hopes of any, in their 
coming to Chriſt for ſalvation; any more than that * many 
ſhall ſeek, and ſhall not be able to enter,“ ſhould keep men 
from ſtriving : but, on the contrary, (which alſo was CHRIST's 
intent in telling us ſo, it ſhould quicken our diligence and 
ſpeed in going to him, leſt the door ſhould be ſhut ; which is 
certainly open while he calls, Suppoſe the worſt: ſuppoſe, I 
ſay, that your intereſt in Redemption were only as it is gene- 
ral, that js, for temporal mercies, even that deſerves all you 
can do, and more. What criminal is it, that lying at his 
prince's mercy, would not think himſelf obliged to ſpend the 
time of his reprievement in his prince's ſervice ; eſpecially 
conſidering, that even that ſervice ſhall have its reward? but 
why will you ſhut out yourſelf? no man is namely exempted ; 
and for any to exclude himſelf, is to fin againſt his own ſoul ; 
and to be a ſecond time guilty of deſtroying himſelf, Put it 
upon the trial: you can loſe nothing by venturing ; but al] 
without, Who can tell, but your name may be written on 
me high-prie{t's breaſt plate; as well as Reuben's or Judah's ? 


K 3 belides, 
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beſides, you have no way to prove it, but by going to ſee 
which never any, in good earneſt did, but they found it ſo. 


Infer. III. From what hath been- ſaid of Redemption, ag 


peculiar to the elect, with the plauſible ſhews brought againſt 
it: I infer, the important neceſſity of trying the ſpirits, and 
the doctrines they bring, whether they be of Gop. A plau- 
ſible outſide, and fair ſhew in the fleſh, are no argument of 
truth in the bottom : takingneſs with nature, ſhould render 
things ſuſpicious to us, rather than approved. Our beſt ru 
of judgment in this caſe, is that of our Saviour, © the tree is 
known by its fruits.“ And if by this we meaſure the general 
point, it will be found wanting in what it pretends to, and 
not a little reproveable: for, 1. Inftead of magnifying the 
race of Chriſt, and merit of his ſufferings, it does, in effect, 
nullify both: it makes Redemption general, as to perſons, but 
not as to things: it redeems the whole of mankind from part 
of their bondage, but no part of them from the whole: or 
upon ſuch a condition as no man in nature is able to perform: 
which is too defective to be the device of ſovereign wiſdom 
and grace. That cannot be called. a catholicon, or general 
remedy, that ſufters itſelf to be generally worſted by the diſ- 
eaſe; nor that a perfect Redemption, which leaves {till under 
bondage. I doubt not at all, that the blood of the ſon of 
God in our nature, is of infinite merit ; but withal, that it is 
of like infinite virtue and efficacy, and will forever operate ac- 
cordingly. But, if the ſucceſs and ſaving effects thereof 
ſhould depend upon ſomething to be done by men, which Re- 
demption itſelf doth not inveſt them with; then will men 
come in for a ſhare with Chriſt, in the glory of their ſalva- 


tion: yea, in this caſe, any addition of human ability annihi- 


Jates the grace of Chriſt (): whereas, to depend upon Chriſt 
for fanQifcation as well as righteouſneſs; to expect from him 
a power to repent and believe, as well as acceptance upon 
your believing ; gives him his true honour, as entitling him to 
the whole of your falvation; which is indeed his proper due, 
and due to him alone. And this may be a main rcaſon, why 
men profeſſing the name of Chriſt, are fo generally ſtrangers to 
faith and holineſs : they do not ſeek it at the hands of Chriſt (i), 
as a par: of his purchaſe ; but rely on their own ability. 2, In- 
ſtcad of laying a foundation for faith, and a help to believing; 
the ger.cral doctrine muzzles the foul in its unbelief, upon a 

preſumptijon 

(h) Gal. v. 2, li) John v. 10. | 


ption 
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reſumption of power in himſelf to believe when he will. 
We little think how much preſumption and carnal ſecurity 
derive from this root; whereas peculiar Redemption, in the 
vigour and latitude of it, (namely, as procuring for us a right 
to faith and holineſs, with the ſpirit of Chriſt to work them 
effectually in us;) is far greater encouragement to apply our- 
ſelves to Chriſt for them, as a part of his purchaſe (4); and 
that without which we cannot partake of the other benefits 
of his death. And I cannot but think, that any man in his 
right mind (/), (upon a due enquiry, and thorow conſidering 
the matter) would rather depend upon ſuch a Redemption 
as redeems from all iniquity; though the perſons concerned 
in that Redemption be but 'few; than on that which is 
ſuppoſed to redeem all univerſally, upon condition of faith 
and repentance; but does not redeem from impenitency and 
unbelief. In that Rederhption let my part be, that ſaves 
from ſin, that flays the enmity, that reconciles to Gop 
effectually, that makes an end of fin, and brings in everlaſting 
righteouſneſs ; that does not only bring into a ſalvable ſtate 
conditionally, but works alſo and maintains thoſe conditions 
and qualifications that have ſalvation as the end of them. 

Infer. IV. If Chriſt gave himſelf a ranſom for the elect, 
then is Redemption alſo of grace, and free as Election itſelf ; 
which beſpeaks both our thankful remembrance, and all ſelf- 
denial, There is a great aptneſs to farget our original; to 
pay tribute where it is not due, and to withhold it where it is. 
It was needful counſel of old, and no leſs at this day; * Ye 
that follow after righteouſneſs, look to the rock whence you 
were hewn, Ila. li. 1.“ Your Redeemer firſt brought you 
out of nothing; and when you had ſold yourſelves for 
nought, he himſelf became your ranſom, though he needed 
you not: See therefore, that ye aſcribe all to his love. It 
was not any betterneſs of yours that gave you preference in 
Redemption, nor was it your ingenuous compliance that made 
Redemption effeCtual to you; (thoſe are flight pretences :) 
Had not your Redeemer bought you from 3 releaſed 
you from your imaginary freedom, and ſaved you from un- 
belief, you had never known what this Redemption had 
meant, nor what it is to be free indeed. No, it was purely 
your Redeemer's love: he valued you as being his Father's 


gift; and as given to be one with himſelf; © He therefore 
K 4 loved 


Y Luke vii 35. 


(4) Phil. i. 29. 
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loved you, and gave himſelf for you.“ When you were in 
your blood, and no eye pitied you; (no not your own) then 
was the time of his love: Even then he accepted the motion 
made by his Father and yours, and figned the contract. 
He knew both your weight and your worth; your natural 
unfitneſs for him, and averſeneſs to the match: He alſo kney 
what jt muſt coſt him to make you both meet and willing; 
and that it was ſo ſtupendous a work, that all the hoſts of 
heaven would have broke under. He further. knew, that aſter 
all he ſhould do and ſuffer for you, you could not adyantage 
him in the leaſt ; only he ſhould have the ſatisfaction to haye 
made you happy againſt your unrenewed will; and yet he 
declined it not: He came © leaping upon the mountains, and 
ſkipping over the hills,“ (of death and difficulties) as longing 
for, and delighting to be in that work: He was ſtraitned 
until it was accompliſhed; ſuch was the intepſeneſs of his 
love to you! And a great deal ado he had with your wills 
before you were brought to be willing. And for all this, he 
only expects you will carry it worthy of ſo great a lover, and 
ſuch manner of love: Which is, in effect, but to accept of, 
and continue in, his love, and be willing he ſhould ſave you 
freely; and own this love of his, as the immediate fountain 
whence your happineſs is derived. . | 
Infer. V. Since your propriety in Redemption is founded 
in electing love, * give all diligence to make your election 
ſure : u Spare not for pains; its. fruit will be worth all the 
labour and coſt you can lay out upon it; if clear in this point, 
the whole body will be full of light, And among other 
evidences of Election, review the marks ſpecified before under 
that head. Make out alſo your intereft in Redemption, by 
walking worthy of redeeming love; which cannot be, but by 
doing and being ſomething more than others; ſome ſingular 
thing muſt warrant your claim to that ſingular privilege: 
Hold forth, therefore, in your life, the effects of your union 
with Chriſt in his death : Let the ſcope of Redemption be the 
ſcope of your converſation. You have no ſuch way, if I 
may ſo ſpeak, to gratify your Redeemer, as by letting him 
ſee the travail of his ſoul : A thorough newneſs of life, with a 
total devoting yourſelf to Gop, will illuſtrate Redemption 
not a liule, and proclaim convincingly both its merit and 
efficacy. It will alſo be a good office done to yourſelves, 25 
an cvidence of your ſpecial concern in Redemption; we 
; ; muci 
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much more vindicate your chriſtianity than formal profeſſions 
or eager conteſts. - And in order to this, 1.. Deterinine to 
know nothing but Jeſus Chriſt, and him crucihed :* Count 
all things elſe not worth your knowing; for, in truth, all 
knowledge elſe. will come to nothing, Let all, therefore 1 
be © loſs and dung, for the excellency of the knowledge of 
Chriſt Jeſus our Lord, Phil. iti. 8.5 And ſtudy the doctrine 
of his croſs 3 that ye may not ſtand by and hear him defamed, 
and not have a word to ſay for him: So alſo obſerve him, 
that when the world and he part, you may know your own 
maſter, and be known by him. 2. Let nothing be fo dear 
to you, as not to part with it for your Redeemer when called 
for; and riſe early to do it: Take up your croſs, and inure 
yourſelf to the bearing of it, before it be laid on: The Lord 
parted with his delight for you from eternity ; there is nothing 
more reaſonable, nothing more natural to an heart rightly 
poſtured, than. to love and live to him who died for you : 
And whoever hath known the grace of Go and the love of 
Chriſt in truth, cannot but ſo judge. 3. Deal with fin 
according to its kind; the dreadful nature whereof nothing 
diſcovers, nor can, but hell itſelf, and the ſufferings of 
Chriſt, and moſtly theſe :* Let it die no other death but that 
of the croſs, and the more it cries out to be ſpared, do you 
cry out the more urgently that it may be crucified. 4. Let 
not Chriſt be divided : His offices are requilitely conjoined, 
and cannot be ſeparated with our ſecurity; nay, not without 
our certain ruin. Know him, therefore, for your Prophet 
and Lord, as well as your Redeemer; and for your wiſdom 
and ſanQification, as well as your righteouſneſs; (one and 
all.) Take orders from him as your captain general ; receive 
your law from his mouth; whatever he bids you do, do it: 
Follow him whereyer he goes, and carry it as becomes his 
attendants ; The armies in heaven follow him upon white 
horſes, and arrayed in white: Be not your own director in 
any thing, nor over-haſty ; ſtir not up your beloved until he 
pleaſe, but await his counſel and conduct, as preferring his 
knowledge of times and ſeaſons, with the manner and method 
of his working and preſcribing, before your own. 5. Let 
nothing divide you from Chriſt : Let nothing but death, yea, 
let not death itſelf ſeparate between you and him. Nothing, 
you ſee, could ſeparate him from you, nay, had it not been 
«or you, and ſuch ag you are, he had not died : ® We are not 

| our 
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our own, we are bought with a price(a) ;* which is the 
higheſt engagement in every ſtate and duty, whether living or 
dying, to be the Lord's (). 
Infer. VI Chriſt's giving himſelf a ranſom for you, war. 
rants your Jargeſt expectation of good things from him: What 
{ins too great to be pardoned? Or iniquities fo ſtubborn 2 
not to be ſubdued (c)? Or graces ſo precious as not to be 
obtained? The Lord delights in nothing more than mercy; 
the only bar was fin ; which being diſſolved by the blood of 
Chriſt, grace and glory run freely, The making us king 
and prieſts unto GoD, yea, © One in the Father and him- 
ſelf (d). s Being the thing he died for, no inferior good thing 
can be withholden from us. Faith and holineſs are great 
things indeed, and highly to be valued : Yet let me ſay, that 
even theſe, and all other good things laid together, will be 
but a very little heap, to that grace which put us into Chriſt; 
the honour and privilege of union with him; and the price he 
hath paid for our ranſom: © Herein is love, that Gov ſent his 
Son to be the propitiation for our fins (e)! The purchaſe is 
paid, releaſes are ſealed, and he in poſſeſſion; all things are 
ready : It is now but his giving forth the revenue that lies by 
him, which alſo he delights to ds, 
Other notes of uſe this doftrine affords, which I can but 
touch, as Jonathan the honey: 1. It ſhews the high eſteem 
that Gop has for his choſen; whom he © went himſelf to 
redeem; and purchaſed with his own blood (. 2. That by 
this ſtandard thoſe favourites of heaven ſhould value them- 
ſelves; not weighing the world's contempt, nor clouding 
thoſe marks of worth Redemption has put upon them. 3- | 
ſhews the contagious nature of fin ; the deadly venom where. 
of nothing but the precious blood of the holy One could 
poſſibly antidote, nor withſtand the torrent of that fiery lake: 
As allo its dreadfulneſs, in that the Son of God died in the 


conflict. 4. It argues the greatneſs and preciouſneſs of tht 
ſou] ; the Redemption whereof had ceaſed for ever, if Chill 


the Son of God had not made his own ſoul an offering 0 
it. 5. That the world is not a little beholden to GoD 
people, ſor all the good things they poſſeſs; for they have then 


on ther account, and ſhould therefoge afford them bette 
| | quarter 


(2) Rom wiv. 8. 
(4) John xvii. 21. 
{ f) Sam. vii. 23. Acts xx. 2b. 


7 (a) 1 Cor. vi. 20. 
(c) Heb. ix. 14. 
fe, 1 John iv. 10. 
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quarter. 6. That Gop will not lightly paſs by the wrongs 
done to his people: Redemption hath made them kings (g); 
22ainſt whom even hard ſpeeches are criminal: How ſeverely 
ten will he make inquiſition for blood (5)! 7. It argues the 
abſoluteneſs of Election, for that an infinite price was irre- 
yocably decreed and paid to confirm its title. 1 It alſo 
evince:h the abſolute freeneſs and independency of electing 
love, ſince creatures could not poſſibly deſerve or be worth 
of ſo great a ranſom, 9. It infers the exceeding welghtinas 
of that glory which required fo vaſt a price, and could not be 
had ſor leſs. Laſtly, It further yields a chief corner-ſtone 
for the ſaints perſeverance: For, 1. They are not now at 
their own diſpoſe ; Redemption has transferred their title to 
another, who loves them better than to leave them Expoſed 
to a ſecond lapſe, from which there is no recovering. 2. Re- 
demption being a valuable conſideration, and fo accepted; 
eren the righteouſneſs of GoD is engaged to fave them; and 
muſt therefore prevent, remove, or over-rule whatever would 
hinder that ſalvation. On all which accounts (and others) 
Redemption ſhould be much the ſubje& of our diſcourſe and 
contemplation : It was the firſt-born promiſe after the fall ; 
by the repetitions whereof, and further explanations, the 
Lord hath perfumed the breath of all his holy prophets which 
have been ſince the world began. Our Lord and Saviour 
hunſelf was frequently ſpeaking of it; which ſhews that his 
mind was much upon it, and that the ſame mind ſhould be in 
us. It is a theme that glorified ſaints take pleaſure to dilate 
upon; witneſs Moſes and Elias on the holy mount (i); and 
john, wraped into heaven on the Lord's day, found them at 
this ſervice before the throne of God (+4) ; where I cannot cut 
note (by the way) three obſervables. 1. That the ſaints in 
heaven wers celebrating the work of Creation and that of 
Redemption both in one day; and it was the Lord's day : 
A good argument for our Lord's day ſabbath! 2. That they 
alcribe the ſame glory and honour unto the Lamb that was 
lain, as to him that ſits on the throne; an evident proof of Chriſt's 
avinity ! And, 3. That the ground of their triumph and exul- 
tation, was not the general point, (no ſpeech of that in heaven) 
but peculiar Redemption: A good confirmation of the preſent 
truth, And further, our Lord and Saviour ſtill bears about 
| him 
(>) Pſalm ix. 12, 
(4) Rev. i. 10. Chap. v. 9, 12, 13. 


(gs) Rev. v. 10. 
(1) Luke ix. 31. 
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him the marks of his crucifixion; he appears ® as a limb re 
that had been flain (/)y” and he glories in it: * am he that f 
was dead (m) ;” and with theſe marks he will appear when he WI 


cometh to judge the world (2): Till when, the Lord's day, * 
and its moſt ſolemn ordinance, are for an unchangeable re. 
membrance of him (). Whatever therefore befals us, ſhould 
mind us of this glorious tranſaction: If it. be evil, that Re- 

demption bath ſaved from the evil of it; if good, Redemption 
hath purchaſed it for us; whether good or bad in itſelf, 
Redemption will ſanctify it to us. But when ye think of 
heaven and the heaven of heavens as your portion, with all 
that heavenly viaticum (angels food, and better) that atends 
you at er ſtage, until ye appear before Gon in Zion (p) 
eſpecially, when ye are admiring, for what it is ye cannot | 

think, I ſay, when ye are . admiring that tranſcendent glory 

which ſhall ariſe from that ineffable oneneſs, to be then com- 

pleted between the Father and Chriſt, and his ſaints ; fay, 

with that heaven-born pſalmiſt, * What ſhall I render unto 

the Lord for all his benefits? And anſwer yourſelf with him; 

s [ will take (not this or that ſingle benefit, but) the cup 

of ſalvation, (glorious Redemption, which that cup figniheth) 

| and call on the name of the Lord.“ All the divine attributes 
| center in Redemption, as light and heat in the ſun, and are 
| thence ſavingly reflected upon men redeemed : And this is the 
| moſt compendious way of beholding the glory of God, and 
| of celebrating our»dear-bought happinefs. Something, per- 
haps, like this may that“ fruit of the vine be, though un- 

ſpeakably beyond it, which Chriſt and his diſciples ſhall drink 

new in his Father's kingdom (3); when he that ſowed, and 

| we that reap ſhall rejoice together (r). Therefore & unto him 
fl; that loved us, and waſhed as from our on in his own blood, 

«| be glory and dominion for ever ;* Amen (s). | 

7 ITI. That the purpoſe, or intent, of Chriſt's death cannot 

be fruſtrate; that is, thoſe for whom Chriſt died, ſhall 
certainly obtain all the benefits accruing by his death. T 
All the counſels of Gop from eternity; all his romiles A 

and declarations holding forth thoſe counſels ; "7 all his 4: 

diſpenſations in order to their accompliſhment ; have a ſpecial whoſ; 


relation | 

| | merit 

{1) Rev. v. 6. (n] Rev. ii. 8. and 1. 18. with 
() Zech xii 10. ( 1 Cor. xi. 26. Ry obtain 


% Pſalm Ixxxiv. 7. ) Matt. xxvi. 29. 
7) John iv. 36. 5 Rev. i. 5, 6. 
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relation to Chriſt as dying for his people, and their actual 
ſalvation thereby, as the end thereof. Now the end of a 
| thing, is that for which the thing itſelf is; and but for which, 
it had not been; it is that the chief agent principally pur- 
poſeth, and aims at; and if he be wiſe, he will certainly uſe 
and appoint ſuch means, and order them in ſuch manner, 
that the thing deſigned ſhall not miſcarry. Men indeed may 
miſs of their end; they aim at this, and that is produced, as 
in building the tower of Babel: But this is ſtill from ſome 
imperfection in themſelves; either the thing itſelf is not 
feaſible, or the way to it imprudently contrived, or the means 
unduely applied, their minds alter, or they are made to deſiſt 
by a power above them, &c. But with the only wiſe and 
Almighty Gop it is not ſo; none of thoſe things which 
impede the deſigns of men can happen to his; there can be 
no other event of them, but what he ſetly intended; the leaſt 
of his purpoſes ſhall not ſuffer diſappointment, much leſs that 
great deſign of mens ſalvation by the death of his Son. That 
the thing itſelf is feaſible, is atteſted by that innumerable 


company already in heaven on his account. 


It was fo wiſely 


contrived, that all intereſts concerned are ſecured and ſatisfi- 
ed: Gov is juſt in juſtifying ; the ſinner ſaved ; while ven- 
geance is taken on his fin ; and Chriſt well pleaſed with a ſeed 
to ſerve him, The way of obtainment is ſuch as will cer- 
tainly compaſs the end; the divine power is engaged in it; 
which reſts not in the leaſt on the concourſe or compliance 


of any mutable _ or fruſtrable inftrument. 
cannot be taken off 


His heart 
from it; it is that his bleſſed thoughts 


have run upon from eternity; and thoſe thoughts of his 
ſtand faſt to all generations. And laſtly, no higher power 
can ſuperſede his decree ; he 1s ſovereign Lord, and controlleth 


= + | 
To confirm the point, take the following arguments, 


Arg. I, Is from Redemption itſelf ; wherein, 1. The great- 
neſs of the price; 2. The kind or manner of payment; and 
z. The ſcriptural import of the word, are not a little con- 


ſiderable. 


1. For the price: It was the life of the Son of Gop; 
whoſe perſonal dignity was ſuch as put a tranſcendency of 
merit upon his death; which therefore could not be parted 
with for a doubtful or uncertain purchaſe ; nor could any 
obtainment inferior to ſalyation compenſate the price. In this 


lies 


" i 
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lies the ſtreſs of the apoſtle's argument ; who, to ſet forth the 
happy ſtate of God's elect, and to prove them out of danger, 
brings in the price of their redemption; Who IT con- 


demn? It is Chriſt that died ().“ The eminency of the 
perſon, and the ſufferings he ſubmitted unto, as they greatly 
illuſtrate his love to men; ſo. they ſtrongly affirm and 
inſure the event of his death: * For, if 'reconciled to Goy 
by the death of his Son, much more ſhall we be ſaved by his 
life (2). FRG 

2. The kind or manner of payment; it was by ſufferi 
Had the ranſom been of the nature of depoſitable thingy, 
(namely, to ſecure ſatisfaction in caſe the treaty took effect, 
and to be reſumed in cafe it ſucceeded not) it had much al. 
tered the matter; there had no great damage accrued to the 
depoſitor; he might have received his own again, though not 
with advantage: But ſufferings once undergone cannot 
be recalled; they are as water ſpilt on the ground; they 
cannot be gathered up again, unleſs in their fruits, namely, 
in the accompliſhment of the end they were deſigned for; 
which duely weighed, will not allow Redemption to be con- 
ditional, nor its intended effects to depend upon things 
contingent. Beſides, that which is infinite will not admit 
of addition; nor can that which hath all worth intirely 
within it, find any thing of worth without itſelf, to depend 
upon. But this, methinks, ſhould not need arguing, fince 
it is ſo apparent. | 

3. From the ſcriptural uſage, and import of the word: 
vehich ſhews, that Redemption hath made eternal life out 
due; and that all ſuppoſable conditions, all manner of graces, 
means and helps, which muſt come between our natural ſtate 
and glory, with glory itſelf, were all intentionally in the 
deſign of it, purchaſed by it, and contained in it; as the 
ſtalk which the flower muſt grow upon, is virtually in the 
ſame ſeed with the flower itſelf. Redemption doth not only 
allow men their book, and fave them in caſe they can read, 


| (that is a heartleſs notion) but enables them to read, and that 


in point of will as well as knowledge. Faith is to ſalvation, 
as livery and ſeiſin are to poſſeſſion; they are no part of the 


price, nor condition of your right; but a legal and notifying 


introduction to your actual enjoyment ; yea, the purchaſe- 
money entitles you to them, as well as to the inheritance, As 
. e 


(.) Rom. viii. 33. («) Chap. v. 10, 
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we can aſk nothing of Gop, either warrantably or ſucceſs- 
fully, but as intitled thereto by Redemption; ſo, on Redemp- 
tions account, ye may aſk any thing that hath a tendency to 
ics end; ye may claim faith in order to ſalvation, as well as 
ſalvation as the end of your faith, TENT 
And now, that Redemption doth not barely make men 
releaſeable, or capable of being ſaved; but doth by its own 
proper virtue proſecute its end to perfection, that the actual 
complete ſalvation of redeemed ones is bound up in it, and 
whatever might lett it taken out of the way, I ſhall clear by 
a ſhort induction of particulars, 1. Redemption. imports 
ſatisfaction. Without this the world had not been reconciled z 
nor could it be ſaid, *The pleaſure of the Lord hath proſper- 
ed in his hand: But both theſe are affirmed, J/a. liii. 10. 
# It pleaſed the Lord to bruiſe him. * It does not intend only, 
that it was the pleaſure or will of Gop, that the thing ſhould 
be done, but that he was well-pleaſed by the doing of it; 
that is, he was again pacified towards us, in whoſe ftead he 
ſuffered; his juſtice being thereby atoned. And this very 
reaſon ye have annexed in /a, xlii. 21. * The Lord is well 
pleaſed for his righteouſneſs ſake; he ſhall magnify the law 
and make it honourable; that is, by levying {tisfaQtion 
upon Chriſt : Which alſo accords with, and explicates that 
in Rom. iii. 31. Do we then make void the law through 
faith? Gop forbid ; yea, we eſtabliſh the law. It is further 
confirmed by 2 Cor. v. 19. © Gop was in Chriſt reconciling 
the world to himſelf :* This muſt be reciprocally underſtood, 
for elſe the breach had continued: But, ſurely, the Lord 
would not be at ſuch coſt, to have his work but half done; 
For what is reconciliation, but the renewal of friendſhip on, 
both ſides? And, that this is Chriſt's own ſenſe upon the 
word, is evident by Matt. v. 23, 24. If thy brother hath 
ought againſt thee, go and be reconciled to thy brother.“ 
It muſt, therefore, take in God's reconcilement to us, as 
well as ours to him; which could not be without ſatisfaQion 
his juſtice would not permit it; he will by no means clear 
the guilty, And, -to put it beyond diſpute, our grand 
Creditor proclaims . himſelf ſatisfied, by his ſending from 
heaven to releaſe our ſurety, Matt. xxviii. 2. It was to ſay 
in effect, that he had no further demands upon us. 2. Re- 
demption alſo. imports juſtification, or freedom from guilt, 
Lobes. i, 7. * In whom we have Redemption through his 
pe” blood, 
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blood, the forgiveneſs of fins.* Rom. iii. 24. Being juſtified 
** freely by his grace, through the Redemption that 0 in Jeſus 


Chriſt,” Rom. v. 9 Gal. iii. 13. * Chriſt hath redeemed us 
from the curſe of the law, being made a curſe for us: He 
blotted out the hand-writing that was againſt us, nailing it to 
his crofs, Col. ii. 14.“ 3. Tr imports the eviction, vanquiſh- 
ing, or binding of the ſtrong man; who would not elſe have 
let go the prey, nor have left his poſſeſſion; * By death he 
deftroyed him who had the power of death; that is, the 
devil, Heb. ii. 14.%* © By the blood of his croſs. he ſpoiled 
principalities and powers, and triumphed over them, Col, ji, 
15.5 4. It imports freedom from the power of fin, Rom, 
vi. 6. „Our old man was crucified with Chriſt, that the 


body of fin might be deſtroyed; that henceforth we ſhould 


not ferve fin:* Upon which it follows, * he that is dead, 
namely with Chritlt, is ſrecd from fin, verſe 7.” And, * fin 
ſhall not have dominion over you, verſe 14.“ 5. It imports 
inherent holineſs, or ſanctification, Col. i. 21. ** You who 
were ſometimes enemies in your minds, now hath he recon- 
cited, in the body of his fleſh through death, to preſent you 
holy, verſe. 22. Hieb. x. 10.“ We are ſanctified through the 
oftering of the body of Jeſus Chriſt. Rom. vi. 18. “ being 
then made free from ſin, ye became the ſervants of righteoul- 
neſs :** And that it was by virtue of Chriſt's death, appears 
by verſe 8, » For if we be dead with Chriſt, we ſhall alſo 
live with him: It is his blood which purges the conſcience 
from dead works, to ſerve the living God, Heb. ix. 14. 6. 
It likewiſe imports reſurrection, John vi. 54, 55. © I will raile 
him up at the laſt day; for my fleſh is meat indeed,” (that IS, 
as crucified.) Chriſt dying, was the death of death, Ho. xill, 
14. © In Chrift ſhall all be made alive, 2 Cor. xv. 22 7. It 
further Extends to the actual poſſeſſion of redeemed ones with 
blefiedneſs and glory, Rem. viii. 30. * Whom he juſtified, 
them he glorified.® Liberty of entering into the holieſt, is by 
the blood of Jeſus, Heb. x. 19 Thou haſt redeemed us to 
Gop by thy bloody Rev. v. 9, 10.% It is the voice of thoſe 
in heaven. New, that all theſe are in Redemption, is evident; 
and as evident it is, that Redemption, thus qualified, is not, 
cannot be, liable to fruſtration, for it brings us to heaven; 


and then we are ſure beyond the reach of danger. And for 


this it was, that Paul cared not (he needed not care) 1 to 
know any thing, in compariſon, but Jeſus Chriſt, and him 
| crucihed, 
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erucified, 1 Cor. ii. 2, It is true, the reſurrection of Chriſt, 
his reſurrection, his aſcenſion, fitting at Gon's right hand, 
and interceſſion, have their reſpective influence into all theſe: 
glorious privileges, and parts of eternal glory; but they all 
ſpring from his crucifixion; if he had not died, he had not 
been a prieſt for ever as he is. 

Arg. II. The end of Redemption cannot be | fruſtrate, - 
becauſe the righteouſneſs of Chriſt is, at leaſt, as prevalent 
and effectual to his ſeed, as Adam's tranſgreſſion was to his. 
All his poſterity, indeed, were involved in the curſe; yet ſo, 
that there ſtill remained, through the intervention of grace, 
a poſſibility of releaſe: But the righteouſneſs of Chriſt hath 
ſo perfectly recovered and eftabliſhed his ſeed, that their 
juſtified ſtate can never be loſt: And the reaſon is, becauſe 
grace hath outdone fin, and gone beyond it; * grace hath 
abounded much more, Rom. v. 20% Which ſuper-abound- 
ing of grace cannot refer to the ſubjects of grace, as if they 
were more in number than the ſubjects of finz: for ſin came 
upon all, and grace cannot come upon more than-all-: But it 
is meant of the prevalent efficacy of grace; and the permanency 
the of its effects towards all that are the ſubjects of it: And thence 
is Wit is, that grace is (aid to reign through righteouſneſs, and that 


ul- Wo eternal life, Rom. v. 212. | 
dog Arg. III. If the end of Chriſt's death might poſſibly be 
allo Wl tuſtrate, as poſſibly might the main end of Gop's making 
nc the world ſuffer diſappointment. All things were made for 
6. Whinſelf; and by this fcale they aſcend to him; the world for 
alle I tde elect, the elect for Chrift, and Chriſt for God. All hie 
d WW works praiſe him: But above all, that of Redemption, as of 
xn. I bigheſt note and eminency. Moſt conſpicuouſly doth 'the 
. It glory of Gop ſhine forth in the face of Chriſt as dying, and 
with , dying for fuch an end, namely, the ſalvation of his people. 
lt is the chief of the ways of Gop, the very meridian and 
s by height of his glory, (not eſſential,” but manifeſtative) both in 
this world, and * to come. Redemption was deſigned to 
yew glorify all the divine attributes; it therefore behoved ſo to 
ent; be laid, that of all his deſignments, this might be ſure to ſuc- 
not, Mceed: For do but ſubtract the ſureneſs of its effect, and leave 
yen; lis redeemed in a periſhable condition, and it draws a blemiſh, 
Inſtead of beauty, upon all. the divine attributes. For, 1. 
The end of God's ſetting forth Chriſt as a-propitiation, was to 
3 declare 
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declare his righteouſneſs in the remiſſion of fins (a) zu which 
1. That without ſatisfaction, fin could not 
juſtly be remitted. 2. That ſatisfaction being given, it could 
not juſtly be imputed (5). But if thoſe for whom ſatisfaction 
has been given, ſhould not be juſtified and ſaved, diyine 
Juſtice would be as liable to impeachment, as if they had been 
faved without: And ſo, the thing deſigned for the honour 
of his righteouſneſs, would turn to its diſparagement. 2, It 
would not accord with the love and goodneſs of Gop toward 
his ele, that that which was meant for their recovery, and 
was alſo a price well worthy their ranſom, ſhould poſibly 
turn to their deeper condemnation ; for ſo it mult, if they be 
not effectually ſaved (c). This could not be that pleaſure dq 
the Lord, which ſhould proſper in the hands of Chriſt. 3. | 


would not be according to the faithfulneſs and truth of Goy, 


that Chriſt ſhould fail of that he was promiſed, and earneſtly 
Jooked for, as the fruit of his ſuffering ; which was “ a feed u 
ferve him (d) u The thoughts of which were matter of com- 
placency to him from everlaſting (e). But if thoſe he died fo; 
ſhould not only abide in the ſame condemnation he came t 
deliver them from, but under a much ſorer vengeance- than i 
he had not undertaken for them; How grievous would it bt 
to him, and contradictious to the faithfulneſs of Gop | þ 


Another end of redemption was, that the manifold wiſdom d 
| Gop might fhine forth in the ſight of 


Is and met, 
Chriſt crucified is the wiſdom of Gop (/): But if it wer 
To contrived, that the thing chiefly deſigned might poſſib 
miſcarry, it would be no illuſtration of wiſdom. Will onec 
common prudence part with his jewels and choiceſt treaſun 


and leave his purchaſe knowingly under hazard? Men, indee 


may poſſibly waſte their eſtates in trials and eſſays that cons 
to nothing ; but did they foreſee the event, they would nd 
ſo expoſe their prudence to reproach. 5, The greatneſs a 
power of Gop would ſuffer an eclipſe, if it were in the pont 
of creatures to defeat his moſt wiſe and holy deſignment 
and hinder the accompliſhment of his greateſt work. Wh 
would the Egyptians ſay, but that he deſtroyed them, becaul 
not able to go through with that he undertook ? - 6, Lally 
if the end of Chriſt's death might poſſibly be fruſtrate, the 


(5) Chap. viii. 34. 
aA) Iſa. liii. 10. 
(f) 1 Cor. i. 24. 


(a) Rom. iii. i 
(e) John iii. 19. 
(e) Prov. viii. 11. 
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that bleſſed project fot glotifying the grace of Gon might. 
poſſibly be diſannulled and come to nothing; for none but 
faved ones do or can glorify that grace. T: 

Arg. IV. Another argument for the ſure effects of Chriſt's 
death, is, that he hath the management of the whole work 
committed to himſelf; as well the application of Redemption, 
as the procurement of it, He is the repoſitory, root, and 
treaſury, wherein all the benefits of Redemption are laid up; 
and the great almoner by whoſe hand they are diſpenſed. 
Adam was no more a public perſon after his fall: The new 
ſtock was not intruſted with him, but put into the hands of 
Chriſt, who will give a better account of it. 

Arg. V. There is nothing wanting to our Lord and Re- 
deemer, which might any way conduce to the final com- 
pletement of his work. There are five things mainly requiſite 
to make a great undertaking ſucceſsful, namely, authority, 
ſtrength, underſtanding, courage and faithfulneſs : All which, 
the captain of our ſalvation is eminently inveſted with: *The 
Father Idveth the Son, and hath given all things into his 
hand,” John iii, 377 > 

1. Authority: He was appointed to his office; (for, as 
Mediator, the Father is greater than he :) * He came not of 
himſelf, but the Father fent him (g); he was u called of 
Gop (5): It was laid on him, and undertaken by him, in 
the way of covenant (i), and confirmed by an oath (4), 
never to be reverſed; which alſo may partly be the meaning 
of Gop the Father's ſealing him (1), 1 The government 1s 
laid upon his ſhoulder (m) :* He hath the key of David com- 
mitted to him (n); which ſhews the abſoluteneſs of his 
authority : Without him, no man can lift up his hand or his 
foot in all the earth. | | 

2. Strength or power: Theſe cannot be wanting to him, 
if all in heaven and earth be ſufficient for it: for this he 
hath (o), and he hath it to this end, that he might give 
eternal life to as many as he undertook for (p); which if they 
ſhould miſs of, it would de ſaid, that all his power was not 
able to ſaye them, He that made the world, is ſurely well 


ws able 
(e) John ix. 42. (4) Heb. v. 4, 5. 
(i) Iſa, zlii. 6. (4) Heb. vii. 21. 
(1) John vi, 27. [.) Ifa. ix. 6. 
(1) Rev. iii. 7. (0) Matt, Xxviii. 18. 


(2) John xvii. 2. 
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able to govern it, and to over-rule whatever comes into it: 
He would never have ſuffered fin, the only enemy, to invade Ml © 
it, if he could not have quelled it at ©” Be 5 Their * Re. þ 
deemer is ſtrong ; the Lord of Hoſts is his name; he ſhall * 
thoroughly plead their cauſe (45): He muſt * reign, until af 
he ſhall have put all enemies, both under his own feet, and 
ours (r).. * 156775 | 912 78 
3. Underſtanding or knowledge : This cannot be wanting 
to him, who is the wiſdom of the Father: The Lord hath 
given him the“ tongue of the learned, that he might ſpeak 
words in ſeaſon, to him that is weary (s).“ He knows his 
Work; what it is; how to effect it; and who they be that ate 
concerned in it. 1. He knows what his work is; It was, 
1 in ſhort, to ſeek and to ſave that which was loſt: * Not 
1 to bring them into a ſalvable condition, (as ſome ſpeak) but 
to ſave them, and that from their fins (1). He came to open 
the blind eyes; and to bore the deaf ears; to reſtote tbe 
= | withered limbs; to cleanſe the lepers; to heal the ſick ; 10 
| raiſe the dead; to caft out devils ; to preach the - goſpel ; and 
: to cauſe thoſe. it belongs unto to hear and receive it: He 
knows they are dead, and he knows as well that he is to 
quicken them, and thence we have it in 22 v. 25, the 

5 dead ſhall hear and live:“ And chapter x. 16. Other ſheep 

I have; them alſo muſt I bring, and they ſhall - hear my 
voice. He is alſo to keep them, and to look to them, ſo a8 

not one be loſt (4); and finally, to raiſe them up at the Jalt 

day, and to take them to heaven with him : All which he is 
perfectly acquainted with, his work is before him (x).“ 2. 

As he knows his work, what it is, ſo the beſt ſeaſon and 
method for its performance. He came in the fulneſs of time; 

when things were ripe for his 1 * came then when 

there was moſt need of him; the Devil's kingdom at . the 

| higheſt; his oracles in greateſt credit; the world overwhelmed 

by the Roman power; and the true religion near quite 
depraved among the Jews. It argues a dextrous ufiderſtand- 

ing, to take an enemy in his ruff, at his higheſt pitch of 
ſtrength and confidence, and throw him on his back; to 
ſuccour a diſtreſſed friend or ally, when brought under foot, 

and ſer him an his high places: This the ſcripture 1 
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ly) Jr J. 14. (r) Cor. xv. 253. 
(5) 'tfa 1. 4. (e) Matt. i. 21, | 
(4 John xvli. 125 22. Chap. vi, 39. f (x) Iſa, xl. 10. 
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"A ſtrengthening of the ſpoiled againſt the ſtrong (y) And 
chus doth 9 Jeſus Chriſt, who is, partly, therefore 


{jd to be of quick underſtanding (z): „In all his under- 


takings he deals prudently (a): And to this it is that Hannah 
Lord is a Gop of knowledge, and by 


aſcribed ſucceſs 3 * The | 
him actions are weighed (5) 3. He knows who they are for 


whom he is to do it. The fruits of his death are not as 
things to be given in common; they fall not indifferently upon 
men, as rain upon all ſorts. of ground: He knows whom he 
came to redeem ;z not their number only, but their -perſons';/ 


they were all written in his book: And ſo well is he verſed' 
in it; that * he calleth them all by their names (c): He does 


not omit any, nor call one for another: He knows whom the 
Father hath choſen and given to him (4): He can neither 
forget them, nor miſtake them: They are written in his 
* breaſt, and on the palms of his hands (e).“ ; 

4. To a great undertaking is required courage or 'greatneſs' 
of ſpirit, to confront oppoſition, and cut through difficulties : 
And if this be wanting, all other endowments will ſignify 
little, as to ſucceſs. And how was our Lord and Redeemer 
qualifed as to this! When he was entring into his paſſion, 
(againſt which he prayed, © If it were poſſible that cup might 
pals from him)® he then needed courage in the abſtract, and 
we find that he had it anſwerably. In the 5oth of 7/arah the 
prophet brings him in as putting on his armour of proof; 
Therefore have I ſet my face as a flint, and I know that F 
ſhall not be confounded (/. In the greatneſs of this his 
ſtrength did he travel through all thoſe contradictions of 
ſinners, temptations, reproaches, blaſphemies, c. And when 
his hour was come, he did not recoil, nor hide himſelf from 
them; no, nor ſtay till they came where he was, but goes to 
meet them (g). And though he might have had more than 
twelve legions of angels for aſking, he waves their aſſiſtance, 
and his own ſingle perſon undertakes both this world and the 
powers of darkneſs, yea and the wrath of his Father tco, 
which was much more greivous, and of far greater terror than 
al the reſt ; and in all this he was alone, there was none with 


. 8 


L 3 * him; 
6) Amos v. 9. (x) Ina. xi, 3. 
(a] Chap. Iii. 13. (5) 1 Sam. ii. 3. 
de) Johax.3. (4) Chop. XVil. 2, 6. 
(e) Ifa. xlix. 16. Cf) Ia. I. 7, 


(2) John xvili. 4. 


\ 


| ſo admit the proffered ſervice of his creature) than a leſſe 
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him; and that an angel appeared to him from heaven ſtre 


ening him (5); it was rather a token and part of his deeg 
humiliation, (that the mighty Gop ſhould ſeem to want, and 


of his ſufferings. Now all this was for the — 
Redemption; and can he then be wanting to the effectual 
application of it: He cannot ſhrink at the ebe of ſtraggling 
parties, that hath won the pitched battle, and remains abſolute 
maſter of the field : For this alſo, we have a ſure word of 


| prophecy, © He ſhall not fail nor be diſcouraged, until he 


have ſet judgment in the earth (i). | 
5. Faithſulneſs : This alſo is a grand and neceſſary qualifi- 


cation for an high undertaking ; and for this our Redeemer is 


alſo ſignally eminent. To do the Father's will, was that he 
came about from heaven: And this was his will, * That of 
all he had given him, he ſhould looſe: nothing; but ſhould 


raiſe it up at the laſt day (4),” that is, that he ſhould “ give 


them eternal life (I): And we find him profeſſing, that “ he 
had done it accordingly (n), u and that * he will do it (a) 
according to his promiſe ſo often repeated in the 39, 40, 44, 
45 verſes of the 6th of Fohn. And he keeps them in faith- 
fulneſs to his truſt, namely, * That the ſcripture might be 
fulfilled (o). Judas was let go, to fall by his own tranſprefl- 
on ; whom, doubtleſs, he could and wou!d haye kept, as he did 
the reſt, had he been, as they were, committed to his charge: 
for he gives to every one according as he received for them, 


as is ſeen by comparing P/alm Ixyiii. 18. with Ephes. iv. 8. In 


the one place it is ſaid, * he received gifts for men; and in 
the other (which is a quotation of the former) © he gave gifts 
to men: Thoſe, therefore, for whom he e; eternal 
life, cannot fail of it, unleſs he ſhould fail of his truſt; 
which, indeed he cannot do; for, © he is faithful in all his 
houſe (p) ;* and that as a Son; and joint intereſt, you know, 
is a natural and prevalent obligation to faithfulneſs. If any 
ſhould offer to diſpoſſeſs him, he would anſwer as Naboth 
did Ahab; Gop forbid that I ſhould part with the inheri- 
tance of my Fathers (2). And this faithfulneſs further appears 

1 


5 Loke xxii. 43. | . (i) Iſa. xlii. 4. 


(4) John vi. 38, 39. % Chap. xvii. 2. 
() Verſe 12. | | (n) Verſe 26. 
(e) John xvii. 12. (2) Heb. ii. 5, 6. 


(9). 1 Rings xxi, 3. 
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in that he makes it a main part of his buſineſs now in heaven. 
to have this work perfected; à he ever liveth to make inter- 
cefion for them (r). x There is great weight put upon this, 
in Rom. viii. 34. Who is he that condemneth ? It is Chriſt 
that died; yea rather, that is riſen again—who. alſo maketh 
interceſſion for us: And the ſum of his prayer, is, that thoſe 

given to him, might be kept from evil; that they might be 
one in the Father and himſelf ; and that they may be“ Where 
he is, to behold his glory (5).* Now then, if the ſalvation 
of thoſe he died for was the end of his death; and the price 
that he paid, weli worthy the purchaſe: If it be the F aher 

will that they ſhould be ſaved: If alſo this ſalyation be the 
thing for which he prays, * and whatſoever he aſketh of Gop, 
he will give it,” John xi. 22. it needs muſt follow, © that the 
intent of his death cannot be fruſtrate. T“ | | 

Yet does not this truth go unoppoſed ; not for any fault of 
its own, but that it will not give place to another, which 
unduely affects the pre-eminence. Denied in terms it is not; 
none will ſay directly, that Chriſt's intent in dying may be 
fruſtrated : But, that intent of his, is ſo narrowed by fome, 
and clogged with conditions, as would bring it to notbi 
The riſe whereof, or its uſe, I underſtand not; but ſuppok 
that neceſſity drove to it (for want of a better) to ſhore. up 
the general point. I thought, at firſt, of no objection here: 
But, having fince found this in the way, I would put it ip 
3 ballance, and try its weight. The ſum alledged 
is this: ä 

Obj. That the intent of Chriſt's death, was only to bring 
men into a ſalvable ſtate ; with ſuch means and helps as will 
bring them to ſalvation, if they will uſe them: And that any 
are not ſaved, is from their unbelief. - 

Anſw. 1. That unbelief is the condemning fin, needs no 
proof: But mens not believing in Chriſt, is not the only, or 
firſt procuring cauſe of their condemnation ; but their apoſtacy, 
and rebellion againſt Gop: Although the condemnation of 
thoſe who believe not, is greatly aggravated by rejecting the 
remedy ; as one condemned for treaſon, refuſing his pardon, 
that refuſal is, indeed, the next and immediate cauſe. of his 
execution, and perhaps ſhall heighten the rigour of it ; but 
his treaſonable practice was the firſt procuring cauſe of his 
death; which alſo he ſhould have ſuffered for, if no ſuch 

L 4 pardon 


(r) Heb. vii. 25. (s) Johp xvii. 24, 21, 15 
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pardon had been offered. There will need no accuſation 


from Chriſt to juſtify the condemnation of ſinners : Moſes, 
| Whoſe law they have broke, ſhall witneſs _ the Jews; 
and the law of nature againſt the Gentiles. - That faith is the 
one thing neceſſary on our part, in order to our being ſaved, 
is a foundation truth, and moſt neceſſary to be known: And 
as true it is, that this faith adds nothing of merit or virtue to 
the croſs of Chriſt, Where men are ſaid to be juſtified or 
ſaved by faith, it is meant of the object of faith, and nat 
of the act, though not without it. For as bread muſt be 
eaten, and taken in, before it can nouriſh z * ſo muſt the righ. 
toouſneſs of Chriſt be apprehended by faith, before we can 
be juſtified by it. But as the action of eating or chewing, 
is not the matter or ſubſtance of our nouriſhment, but the 
bread we eat; ſo neither is our act of believing, but the 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt alone apprehended by faith the matter 
ot our juſtification, ut. £ 
2. Why ſhould Redemption depend on a foreign power to 
bring about its end? Why ſhould ſo great a thing be left in 
the hands of a human arbitrement, to ſucceed, or be defeated 
at the pleaſure of a perverſe will? That Chriſt ſhould die, 
ought rather to have been conditional, and not the ſalvatian 
of thoſe he ſhould die for; and ſo, in prudence, ſhould have 
been deferred until the end of the world, to ſee if any fruit 
would come of it; and if not, then not to die at all: For 
why ſhould he die in vain? But that Chriſt ſhould die, and 
at that very time when he did, was fore-determined of Gon, 
and confirmed with an oath; whereby it was made neceſſary, 
and impoſſible to be reverſed. It could not, then, ſtand with 
the wiſdom or truth of Gop, that the end of his death ſhould 
poſſibly miſcarry, or be fruſtrable ; which it muſt be obnoxious 
to, if dependent on the human will; a thing ſo fickle and 
uncertain, that it knows not this moment what it will do, 
or pitch upon the next; beſides a natural antipathy to the 
thing itſelf: But evident it is, that the end has the ſame in- 
ſurance as the means, namely, decree, promiſes and oath, 
And now, ſhall fo great ſolemnity, and expectation upon it, 
evaporate into contingency? Chriſt was promiſed a ſeed to 
ſerve him, and ſuch a ſight of the travail of his ſoul, as ſhould 
ſatisfy him: That he * ſhould divide the ſpoil with the 


ſtrong (a) : That the heathen ſhould be his n 
| | at 


(a) Iſa. Iii. 10, 11. (5) Pfalm ii. 8. 
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That kings ſhould ſee and ariſe; princes alſo ſhould wor- 
ſhip (c), and his enemies become his footſtool (d), &c.** And 
this, as a reward of his ſufferings; and he ſits in heaven, ex- 
pecting until it be done (e). And now, ſhall lapſed creatures 
uſurp a negative vote to their ſovereign's will? ſhall it be at 
their pleaſure, whether he who is heir of all things ſhall poſ- 
ſeſs his patrimony ? ſhall ſinful duſt fo arrogate to itſelf, as to 
ſay, my creator's will ſhall be done, ſo mine may be the 
ſtandard of it? (ſhall thoſe ſtatutes of heaven, in favour of the 
conditional doctrine, run thus? the ſtrong man armed ſhall 
be ſpoiled and caſt out, if he will: the heathen, whoſe Gop 
is the devil, ſhall renounce him, and turn tenants to Chrift, 
if he will conſent to it, and they alſo think it their intereſt: 
kings and princes ſhall ariſe and worſhip him, if their own 
grandeur will bear it; and enemies become his foot-ſtgol, in 
caſe they be free to ſubmit to it, &c. Who would not trem- 
ble to hear ſuch indignities put upon Chriſt ? 


3. There was no reaſon why Chriſt, the ſon of God, ſhould. 


die for ſo ſmall a purchaſe, as to make men but conditionally 
ſalyable: that the greateſt thing in the world ſhould be hung 
on ſo weak a pin as would not bear the weight of an apple. 
I call it a ſmall purchaſe, becauſe they had more than this in 
Adam: they had then a pure freedom of will, without bias to 
evil. But now, ſay you, they are helped by motives and ar- 
guments from the danger they are in, and the benefits attain- 
able by changing their courſe : but what are theſe as the caſe 
ſtands? what motives will move, while inſenſible of that dan- 
ger, and ignorant of the benefits propoſed ? ſuch motives alſo 
they had before, and more amply than nom; inaſmuch as the 
preſent ſenſe of a happy condition was more attractive and 
prevalent to keep it, than the mere propoſal. of a diſtant and 
unknown privilege, can be to attain it; (for of things unknown 
men are not deſirous ;) eſpecially when things that are more ſuit- 
able to preſent ſenſe, are theirs in poſſeſſion : and to leave theſe, 
for thoſe they- underſtood. not, is contrary to their reaſon : 
they ſee neither danger nor privilege, and therefore deſpiſe 
both. Or if they have, ſkin-deep convictions at times; the 
preſent content they dream to have in their luſts, carties them 
head-Jong, as with wind and tide, | 

| 4. If 


(c) Pſalm xfix. 7. (4) Pſalm ex. 2. 
le) Heb. x. 1 3. | | 
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4. If rational motives and argumentations were of that 
weight and efficacy for the working of faith, as ſome have 
pretended ; then thoſe of the tarpeſl endowments of nature 
ſhould be the moſt capable ſubjects, and moſt likely to be 
wrought upon. But do any of the phariſees believe on him} 
do not the princes of worldly wifdom account the preaching 
of the croſs fooliſhneſs ? do we not ſee men of renown fo 
human fapience, highly pretending to moral ſanctity, and 
higheft flown in their free-will principles, nevertheleſs to de- 
ſpiſe the ways of bolineſs; yea, deſpoiling Chriſt himfelf of 
his deity, and the chriſtian religion of its chiefeſt glory? no- 
thing more plain to common obſervance ! ſurely then it could 
not be reafonable that this glorious Redemption ſhould lie at 
the mercy of a perverſe will ; fince that is the thing which 
hath letted -and will lett until it be taken out of the way, 
Chriſt was but once delivered to the wills of men, and then 
they crucified him (e); and ever fince they crucify his croſs, 
Had they known him, they would not have crucifed the 
Lord of glory (F): but ſo it is, in the wiſdom of Gop, that 
the world by wiſdom know not God (g). The wiſdom of 
men never was the author of faith, either to themfelves or 
others (5): the preaching of the croſs is to the Jewiſh legaliſt 
a ſtumbling- block (i); and fooliſhneſs to the rational philoſo- 
pher, and thoſe at Athens (4). | 6: 

5. Conditionality will. not confort with the ſcope of Chriſt's 
Redemption, nor yet with the nature of the bondage it refers 
unto : it is ſummarily termed, the bondage of corruption: in 
parcels, it bears the name of blindneſs, darkneſs, death, hard- 
neſs, unbelief, enmity, &c. And, that deliverance from theſe, 
was the very ſcope and end of Redemption, might be made 
out particularly : I ſhall inſtance only two or. three generals: 
# for this purpoſe the ſon of Gop was manifefted, that he 
might deſtroy the works of the devil (1). Our old man was 
cracified with Chriſt, that the body of fin might be _ 
ed (n). ' Gop ſerft his own ſon in the likeneſs of ſinful 
fleſh, and for fin, condemned fin in the fleſh (n). * Which'texts, 
leſt they might ſeem defeQtive for want of univerſality, — 


77 1 Cor, 11. 8. 
(5) Chap. ii. 5. 
(4) Acts avii. 11, 
(n Rom. vi. 6. 


e) Luke xxiii. 24. 
Chap. i. 21. 
(:) Chap. 1. 23. 
(/) 1 John iii. 8. 
(#) Chap. viii. LL 
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alſo is ſupplied. in Tit. ii. 14. „Who gave himſelf for us, 
that he might redeem us from all iniquity," Toben v. 25, 26, 27. 
Chriſt gave himſelf for the church, that he might ſanctify and 
cleanſe it, * and preſent it to himſelf a glorious chureh, not ha- 
ing ſpot or wrinkle, or any ſuch thing.“ But was it not a 
thing in ae 7 only, and liable to fruſtration ? no, it was de- 
termined fixed: for, © he ſhall re? em Iſrael from all his 
iniquities (o): and, the blood of Jeſus Chriſt his ſon cleanſeth 
us from all fin (p) :* it is ſpoken in the preſent tenſe, as'a 
thing ſtill and always in- doing. And this all here muſt be” 
taken univerſally ; becauſe, if not ſaved from all, it would be, 
in the end, as ix ſaved from none: one mite left on the ſcore, 
binds-over to. wrath ; eſpecially unbelief (2). Why then ſhould' 
they of all the reſt be exempted or diſputed ? is it, that we 
think faith ſo eaſy a matter, that we need not trouble our 
maſter about it? few believers have found it fo: or de we 
think ourſelves better able to deal with our own hearts, or 
truer to our intereſt than he? it is our heart's deceitfulneſs that 
makes us think ſo : or ſhall we impoſe upon Chriſt ſomething” 
of ours to eke out his merits, or to make them effectual? he 
abhors it; for * if ye be circumciſed, Chriſt ſhall profit you 
nothing (7):% or do we aſpire to fit on his right hand in the 
glory of redemption: I know not what it is; but am ſure, 
that ſomething not right lies in the bottom, though unſeen. 
For ſince the honour of Redemption lies in ſaving from ſin, 
he that faves from unbelief, which is the capital, ſhares deepeſt 
in that honour: unbelief is the lock of our chain and bondage; 
and till that be unfhot, there is no getting looſe. Chriſt's Re- 
demption is not like thoſe laws of men, which hold the fmall, 
but let the great ones break through: no, Redemption aims 
at the head, and it was fo deſigned from the firſt (s). Bur 
how are men ſaved from unbelief? is it their own ag, or 
another's ?. if their own, then it is of works; which will not 
conſort with grace (f): if another's, that other does it either 
abſolutely, or conditionally : if abſolutely, the objection 
ceaſes: if conditionally, what was the condition of it? ie 
could be nothing in us before we believed; for “ whatſoever 
is not of faith, is fin (2). It muſt then be from another cauſe, 


and 
le) Pſalm exxx. 8 ( p) 1 Johni. 3. 
(9) John iii. 18. (17 Gal. v 2. | 
(-) Gen. ili. 15. () Rom. iv. 4. and Chap. xi. 6. 
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and without condition, and that can be only Redemption . 


felf, for nothing elſe can pretend to it; and the pretenſions bf 
that are good, for Chriſt is expreſsly ſaid to be the“ author 0 
of our faith (x) + and the evangeliſt John affirms all grace to y 
de out of his fulneſs (y)). Paul alſo ſhews, that Chriſt ap. h 
prehends us, not becauſe we do, but that we might apprehend u 
him (z). And further, the holy Ghoſt (who is the imme. t. 
diate operator of all grace) is ſhed upon us through Jeſus is 
Chriſt our ſaviour (a). That faith which is not from Chriſt li 
intirely as its author and root, will never lead the ſoul to Chrift at 
as its object and center. But methinks the doctrine of con- ar 
ditional Redemption ſhould be for ever ſilenced by that one de- be 
claration of our ſaviour himſelf, “ I am foun of them that fe 
| fought me not (b).* 3 2955 cr 
| Now ſhall this truth be yielded, namely, that Chriſt's Re- 
| demption made an end of ſin? or ſhall we ſay, that our old ; 
« jo man was crucified, all but his vital parts? that all the works 
| of the devil are deſtroyed, except his maſter-piece ? that Iſrael of: 
15 is redeemed from all his iniquities, ſave only the worſt and de: 
bs moſt condemning ? does the ſcripture ſpeak fallaciouſly ? or tio 
i4 does vain man deal deceitfully in his covenant ? I would aſk his 
ie (with great ſeriouſneſs, for the matter requires it) what good he 
1 ſhall Redemption do us, if it ſave only from ſome fans, and not 
10 not ſrom all! or if from all excepting unbelief? this wohld ] 
, too much reſemble a pardon for, petty treſpaſſes, (petty in tho 
= compariſon) while the guilt of our treaſon lies ſtill upon us: red 
= to purchaſe ſalvation upon terms of believing, without pur- ap 
i, 0 chaſing faith alſo, is too like an undertaking to cure a man of and 
| his phrenſy, upon condition he will be ſober: what will they Chi 
do, who content themſelves with ſuch a Redemption as this ? tion 
1 Laſtly, conſider Redemption in its type: the people's ſins, I 
a) under the law, had not been expiated by the ſacrifice, without joy 


ſprinkling the blood ; and it was not themſelves that. ſprinkled' dem 
it, but the prieſt: and can we. then think, that Chriſt ſhed ever 
his blood for thoſe on whom he will not ſprinkle it? that he that 
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14 will not give a little faith to thoſe he died for, whenas with- hay 
| out that, all that he doth beſides will not profit them? hath he as g 
þ wrought ſo great a deliverance for his ſervants, and now ſhall with 
| they die for thirſt (e)? it is impoſſible that his love ſliould be let l 
| | | 0 ſo {tanc 
| (&) Heb, xii. 2. { y) John i. 16. unfi⸗ 

(z) Phjl. iii. 2. (4) Tit. ili. 6. | pam, 


(5) Ifa. v. 1. (c) Judges xv. 18. 
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ſo cooled, (ſince his going to heaven) as to be indifferent, 
touching the travail of his ſoul: | ſhall.,he- periſh. for whom 
Chriſt died, for want of a good word? eſpecially hen that 
word can be ſpoken effectually by no body elſe: if any ſay, 
he would, but they will not; I anſwer, this will-not is their 
unbelief, and the great thing they are to be ſaved from; he 
that is ſaved from that, is ſaved every whit; and this Chriſt 
is to do by making them willing: a will to believe, is be- 
lieving; and in the day of his power they find it. And for 
any to ſay, that a will to believe is not purchaſed by Chriſt, 
and effectually applied by him, but depends on ſomething to 
be done by men, is a great derogation to the merit of his ſuf- 
ferings : it is, in effect, to ſteal, a jewel from our ſovereign's 
crown, and to wreath it on a fool's cap. 


Inſerences. 


Infer. I. The impoſſibility of fruſtrating the end of Chriſt's 
death, is a manifeſt proof and argument of peculiar Redemp- 
tion. For if the ſalvation of thoſe he died for was the end of 
his dying, and the intent of his death cannot be fruſtrate, then 
he had not in his eye and deſign the ſalvation of thoſe that ate 
not ſaved. ident 0 % eee ins rk 

Infer. II. Take heed what ye hear, and how. Beware of 
thoſe doctrines which tend to enervate the covenant of grace; 
reducing it to a covenant of works, or ſume what more difficult: 
a principal one is that which makes Redemption conditional, 
and dependent upon ſomething to be done by men, which 
Chriſt is not the doer of: of its evil conſcquents l ſhall men- 
tion two. nn 286 ra bb 

1. It bereaves us of that ſolid ground of comfort (for the 
joy of the Lord is our ſtrength) which the abſoluteneſs of Re- 
demption intends and offers to us, expoſing our naked ſkin to 
every blaſt of temptation. Who can promiſe the ſtanding of 
that fabrick which ſtands on a doubtful foundation ? to build 
hay and ſtubble on the rock, has not half that danger in it, 
as gold and ſilver on the ſand. The one ſhall be ſaved, though 
with difficulty; the other loſes both his work and himſelf: for 
let Redemption be never ſo firm and ſolid in itſelf, if yet its 
ſtanding and efficacy depend upon that which is fleeting and 
unfixed, the ground of our confidence is gone; it is like thoſe 


pumps that have water enough within, but, yield you none, 


; | unleſs 


* . —_— Fr TR 
n — — 


— tay - 


160 A PRACTICAL DISCOURSE OF 


unleſs you firſt put in ſome of your own, which yet ye have 
not; (like Jacob's well, but nothing to draw with.) But 
for men to annex conditions, is to offer a bar to their own 
parden; and inftead of an amendment, to add a deſtructive 
proviſo to the bill of free grace: That paradox of the preacher 
ſeems pertinent here; * Be not righteous over much, neither 
make thyſelf over wiſe : Why ſhouldſt thou deſtroy thyſelf? 


Eccleſ. vii. 16, 8 


2. To make Redemption dependent on our faith, attributes 
to created grace an honour that is due only to Chriſt, which 
Redeemed ones ſhould be very tender of. Was he alone in 
the obtainment of Redemption, and ſhall we think he needs a 
coadjutor in its application ? Shall we impute to that glorious 
atchievement a need of our help to make it ſucceſsful ? No, 
whatever graces ye have, you muſt thank Redemption for them, 
and not them for your being redeemed. The whole con- 
ſtellation ſhines by a borrowed light; they have none of their 
own, but what the Sun of righteouſneſs communicates to 
them. Haft thou faith? Have it to thyſelf, ” and know it 
for thy good; take it as an effect and evidence, but not 2 
the cauſe, of your intereſt in Redemption. Each grace is of 
uſe in its place, and beautiful; as each ſtar hath an orb of its 
own ; and to move out of that, is to break the harmony of the 
ſpheres : Even goſpel graces Ee loſe their exellency. I 
muſt ſay to faith in this cafe; Friend, ſit down lower; thu 
place belongs to your author; you are Redemption's creature; 
from that you had your birth: and in that you live and 
move: Ye are welcome as a gueſt, yea, as a chief ruler of 
'the feaſt, though not as the bridegroom's compeer. But true 
faith, and unclouded, is more ingenuous than to incur ſuch 
a rebuke. ed 3 

Infer. III. If all merit and grace be virtually in Redemp- 
tion, and thence diſpenſed by the hand of our Redeemer him- 
ſelf; this yields both a friendly reproof, and direction together; 
reproof to expectancy any where elſe; and direction to poor 
thirſting ſouls, where and how to be ſatisfied. Undone you 
are in yourſelves, that ye find; and would gladly put this 
ruin under the hand of Chriſt (4), as one that is able to 
repair it, Thus far ye are right : But ſomething you ſeek in 


yourſelf that may ſtrengthen your hope, and induce his favour 
to you. Away with ſuch pretences, and flee to your Re- 
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(4) Iſa. iii. 6. 
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deemer as ye are z for * from him alone is that fruit to be 
found (e). . Be ſenſible of your deforntity and unworthineſs 
as ye can, and walk humbly under the ſenſe of it; but let it 
not ſlacken your pace, nor abate your hope. If any thing 
may render you worthy, that is, a ſuitable object of mercy, 
it is your coming boldly to the throne of grace with all your 
unworthineſs about you. It is a diſguſtful modeſty to be ſhy 
in accepting from thoſe above us: It looks as if we would 
not be thought to need their kindneſs; or elſe, as if we 
thought they needed our.requital ; or at leaſt, as if we-were un- 
willing to be obliged to them: Much more unbecoming it is, 
to be backward in accepting the offers of grace from ſo great 
a perſon as our Lord and Redeemer. O, the unnaturalneſs of 
our natural hearts, even to our own good | We are pitiful 
objects of charity: All fulneſs is in Chriſt, and may be had 
for going for; and yet, as if he wanted clients, he is fain to 
make proclamation, * Ho ! every one that thirſteth, come ye 
to the waters; and he that hath no money (); and, if 
any man thirſt let him come to me and drink — (g). Great 
things are proffered; and what is the price? Nothing; it is 
but come and take: And yet this nothing will be found to be 
ſomething; yea, a thing both of the greateſt moment and 
difficulty: It is one of the hardeſt matters under the ſun to 
become nothing, (nothing in ourſelves) and to fly directly to 
Chriſt, that we may be ſomething: But go to him even for 
this. Had the prodigal deferred his return till he had had better 
clothes on his back, and a viſage more like the ſon. of ſuch 
a father, rags muſt ſtill have been his clothing, and huſks 
his entertainment. Do but conſider how it is ; Jeſus Chriſt 


calls you, becauſe ye are blind, to come to him for eye-falve; 


and you will not go until ye can ſee better: You are naked, 


and he calls you to come and receive change of raiment ; 


and you will not go until better arrayed : He offers you gold, 


for he knows your poverty, and you will not take it, until 


you have ſomething of your own to give for it, &c. Look 
over it again, and ſee if this be handſome dealing either with 
yourſelf or him. It isfree grace in Redemption that is to be 
glorified ; but ſomething of your own would leſſen your need 
of Chriſt, and lowef your eſteem of his grace; nay, it would 
be a means to Keep you from him, as farms and oxen _— 

thoſe 


{ f} 11a. lv. 1. 


porated, as not to be ſeparated by death; 
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thoſe full gueſts from the wedding ſupper. Conſider further, 
no man was ever accepted of Chriſt for what he brought to 
him: They are beſt welcome that bring nothing, and yet ex- 
pect all things. What did you give to Chrift, or what did 
you for him, or ever can, that might move him to die for 
vou? Yea, to be made fin and a curſe for you? Did he go 
into hell to fetch you thence, and pawn his ſoul (his precious 
foul) for your ranſom ? And can you think that he will ſtick 
at petty matters? Deſervedly may you and I be upbraided 
with, „O fools, and flow of heart to believe !* He knows we 
have nothing, and would have us know that he knows it; 
and withal, that he hath all things for us: And for our in- 
vincible encouragement, that all things are ours in a way of 
right; his purchaſe hath made them ſo: We are his invited 
gueſts, and ſhall not need to bring our ſeat or proviſion with 
us. I ſhall add but one conſideration more; namely, whether 
your keeping off from Chriſt, until fit for his preſence, (as 
ye term it) be the way to better your ſtate : Search, and fee, 
if ſomething like pride be not at the bottom: Something you 
would have, ere you come, that might render you acceptable; 
and that you can have only from him; and you cannot have 
it, but by coming without it. Redemption hath in it infinite 
treaſures of what we want; and our Redeemer is infinitely 
more pleaſed to give them forth, than we to receive them. 
Think, therefore, you are always hearing that joyful ſound, 
Come unto me, all ye that labour, and are heavy laden, and 
I will give e (%: And, him that cometh unto. me, [ 


will in no wiſe caſt out (i).“ 


Inſer. IV. This gives to believers the higheſt encourage- 
ment in their ſpiritual conflict. * For if our old man was 
crucified with Chrift, that the body of fin might be deſtroy- 
ed,” and the intent of his death cannot be fruſtrate, then 
u fin ſhall not have dominion over you (4); than which 
there is nothing more fortifies our faith in fighting againſt 
fin ; nothing more comforts * ni 5 concerning the work 
and toil of his hands (). For, to take away fin, being the 
end of Redemptien; to make the work ſure, Chriſt himſelf 
was made ſin, imputatively, not inherently : All the fins of 


thoſe he died for, met on him; he and my —_— _ 
in could not die, 
unlels 


( Matt. xi. 28. (i) John vi. 37. 
(% Rom. vi. 6, 12, 22. (/) Gen. v. 29. 
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anleſs Chriſt died; Chriſt could not die without being made 
ſn; nor could he die, but fin muſt die with him: Whole 
Chriſt, both head and members univerſally, were all crucified 
together, and they all roſe together; all, excepting ſin, and 
that he left in his grave; and let us remember it is there. 
So that now, we have nothing to do, in compariſon, but 
to take the prey; for the enemy is beaten to our hands; 
Eleazar flew, and the people returned after him only to 
ſpoil (m) 3 and ſo it is here: And herein is that ſaying 
verified, * One ſoweth, and another reapeth (n). * Our buſi- 
neſs now, is to diſplay our general's trophies; to tell of 
his victories; and prepare ourſelves for his triumph, that 
we may be ſuitable attendants on him, at that glorious and 
long'd-for day. 

There are ſtraggling parties, indeed, who watch for our 
halting; and ſeldom, elſe, can they have advantage againſt 
us: But their heart is broke; and if followed in our captain's 
victorious name, they will ſtill be recoiling; nothing daunts 
them more than to ſee you ſtand to it. Your adverſary would 
make you a bridge of gold, or any thing, even to the half 
of his kingdom, ſo you would ſound a retreat, or * ſpeak no 
more in that name. * Gird up therefore the loins of your 
mind zu Jet an holy magnanimity poſſeſs you; as knowing 
your conflict ſhall end in your being crowned. You run not 
for an uncertainty, therefore fight not as they that beat the 
air: For it is nevertheleſs true, that your enemy is ſtubborn, 
and your conſtant purſuit will make him deſperate; ſince he 
may not have quarter, he will do all he can not to die alone; 
he will ſtand on his ſtumps when his legs are off, or lie on 
his back, and fight: for his malice is implacable : He will 
never give over, until quite out of breath ; which yet he will 
not be quite without, while we have any ; we expire together, 
But here lies the odds, that we, dying in the conlit, ſhall 
iſe again with marks of honour, and our laurel hold green to 
eternity, yea, we ſhall ſit with our glorious Captain. in his 
triumphal chariot (): But our enemy lies in eternal ſilence, 
and his name forgot; or remembred only to greaten our 
exultation and glory : Only, as before, be ſure you ſtand to 
It; ſet your face as a flint, as your Lord and maſter did: 
and know, that as he was not confounded, ſo neither ſhall 

M you; 
(u) 2 Sam. xxiii. 10. *) John iv. 37. 
(o) Rev. ili. 21. 
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you: All that he had, you have on your ſide, and the merit 


of his improvement added to it: What power the Father 2 
gave to him, he delegates to you; even a © power over all hi 
the power of the enemy: As it were an antidote or | ſuper. de 
ſedeas, to invalidate all that comes againſt you. Wherefore F; 
then ſhould you doubt; though they come about you like Bl 
bees, © in the name of the Lord you ſhall deſtroy them (p). thi 


Remember the advantages you have; beſides the bruiſing of 
our enemy's head, and that incurably, your own head is 
in heaven; and he is there as on a mount, to behold 
_ yours and your enemy's poſture, and to ſend in relief, 
which © he never fails to do at a dead lift (q) :* And ® he 
makes interceſhon for you (r): While you are fighting, 
his hands are up, and never weary, and therefore you 
may be confident of ſucceſs. It was by virtue of his prayer 
that Peter's faith did not fail, when there was but an hair's- 
breadth between him and death: The Devil - winnowed, 
but Chriſt ſtood by, and © held the wind in his fiſt (5). 
But, 7 | 
Laſtly, Suppoſe you be foiled ; things go not with you a 
they were wont, or as you expected; and that caſts you back 
in your faith; makes you cry out, If it be ſo, why am! 
thus (t)?“ Here the Lord ſays to you, (as once to bis ſervant 
Joſhua) 5 Get thee up; wherefore lieſt thou thus diſcouraged up- 
on thy face (2) ? * There is ſomething to be done: Find out 
the troubler of thy peace, and give it no quarter; and if it 
be too hard for thee, as certainly it will, call in the mercy 
promiſed in P/alm 12, © For the oppreſſion of the poor, for 
the ſighing of the needy ; now will I ariſe, ſaith the Lord, 
and ſet him in ſafety from him that puffeth at him (x) :* And 
then go on with your work: Let nothing ſtop you of your 
boaſting in this region, this upper region of the grace that 
is in Chriſt Jefus : In that Jet your ſtrength be renewed, the 
journey elſe will be too great for you (y), and in that ftrengi 
ſoar aloft ; take the wings of that eagle, and mount toward 
heaven, above all the ſmoak and duſt, both of ſelf-ability and 
ſelf-weakneſs. Make your * boaſt of Gop all the day long 
In the Lord have I righteouſneſs and ſtrength: * Of myſelt 


Cal 


(p) Pſalm cxviii. 12. 7) Ifa. xli. 17, Chap. xxv 4 
(r) Heb vii. 25. (s) Prov. xxx. 4. Jer. xxxi. 1. 
() Gen. XV. 22. () Joſh. vii. 10. 0 
(x) Pſalm xii. 5. (3) 1 Kings xix. 7, 8. 


REDEMPTION uw; 


can do nothing; but through Chriſt (the ſtrength I have from 
his Redemption) nothing ſhall be too hard for. me, O 
ceath, where 1s thy ſting ? O hell, where is thy victory? 


bre The ſting of death is fin, and the ſtrength of fin is the law : 
* But, thanks be unto Gop, which giveth us the victory, 
% W through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt (z) lu Amen. 

g of f | 

id is (=) 1 Cor. xv. 55, 56, 57 
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KWXX3ZHE doctrine of Calling (which I term EffeQual, 
X -p 3 to diſtinguiſh it from that which is outward only, 
| X and prevails not) reſpects the means whereby, and 
the manner how, God's elect are actually prepared 
for that ſalvation he hath choſen them to: It is God's reveal. 
ing his Son in them; and he doth it by the Holy Ghoſt, 
whoſe office it is to ſantify whom the Father hath elected, 
and Chriſt redeemed (q): Theſe three acts of grace are pe- 
culiar to the three perſons of the ſacred trinity reſpectively, 
and are all predicated of the ſame ſubjects ; and that as a party 
ſelect, and diſtinguiſhed from others: They are * choſen out 
of the world (b); redeemed from among men (c); and taken 
from among the Gentiles (d).? | 


Next to the glory of his grace, and the honour of his Son, 
the Lord hath placed the bleſſedneſs of his choſen, as the 
principal ſcope and end of all he hath-done in the world, or 
will do. It could not therefore ſtand with his holy wiſdom, 
to leave thoſe he was pleaſed to chooſe into ſalvation to the 
conduct\of their own underſtanding and will, with ſuch means 
and helps as they have in common with other men, and 
thereon to ſuſpend the whole of his great deſign ; for by ſuch 
a courſe it would not only be liable to fruſtration, but be 
certainly defeated. For prevention whereof, and that the 
5 purpoſe of his grace might ſtand, he hath made it of the 
ſubſtance of predeſtination, to prepare and apply the means, 
as well as to appoint the end; which. in ſacred language ' 
termed a * giving of all things pertaining to life and godli- 
neſs,% 2 Pet. i. | ; 

The ſum of what I intend on the preſent ſubject is com- 
priſed in the following propoſition, namely, 


Prop. 


(a) 1 Pet. i. 2. Jude verſe 1, (5) John xv. 19. 
(c) Rev. xiv. 4. (a). Acts xv. 14. 


partie 
gui t 
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Prop. That whatever things are requiſite to ſalvation, are 
given of God freely to all the elect ; and wrought in them 
effectually by the divine power, in order to that ſalvation 

to which he hath appointed them, | * 


By ſalvation here, I underſtand, the ſaints perſect ſettlement 
in bleſſedneſs and glory: And, by things requilite thereto, all 
thoſe gifts, graces and operations, that are any way neceſſary 
to their actual obtainment of that ſtate, The divine power, 
is that ability of working which Gop hath reſerved to himſelf; 
and is not moved or governed by the creature's act, but by 
the good pleaſure of his own will. | 

That divers things are requiſite to ſalyatign, needs no proof; 
My buſineſs therefore is to ſhew, 


I. What theſe requiſites to ſalvation are. 

II. What root it is they proceed from, by 

III., Whom they do belong unto, and by what right. 

IV. The way and manner of God's diſpenſing them. 
b if 


I. What theſe requiſites to ſalvation are. 


They are of three forts; ſome to be done for us; ſome 
upon us, or in us; and others by us; yet ſo, as not without 
the ſpecial aid and aſſiſtance of the firſt agent, that good Spirit 
who began the work, and worketh all in all. The great 
thing to be done for us, (next after election) is Redemp- 
tion from ſin : This was a work of infinite moment, and as 
far above the undertaking of creatures; For, 1. The juſtice 


of Gop, that muſt be ſatisfied, by a bearing the curſe due to 


tranſgreſſors: By this we are ſaved from wrath ; and without 
this, divine juſtice will not open the houſe. of his priſoners, 
2. All righteouſneſs muſt be fulfilled by an abſolute perfect 
ſubjection to the law: By this, we are intereſted in eternal 
life; and without this, there is no entring into reſt, 3. The 
Devil, who had the power of death, muſt be deſtroyed, and 
his works of darkneſs (by which he leads captive at his will) 
ciflolved ; that life and immortality might be brought to light, 
and the prey delivered. None of which works could ever 
have been effected, but by one of the ſame nature with the 
parties peccant or aggreſſing, and yet equal in. power and 
vignity with the majeſty offended; for which, cauſe and 

By ED nt ME, end, 


i | 
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end, 4 Gop ſent forth his Son, made of a woman, and made 
under the law, Cc. (e). That what the law could not do 
becauſe of its ' weakneſs through the fleſh, the Son of Gop, 
in the likeneſs of ſinful fleſh, might perform ; and fo condemn 
fin in that fleſh which gave it entrance (/). This was the 
proper ſubject of the former head, namely, Redemption: 
The end of which (partly) was, to bring in the next ſort 
of things requiſite to ſalvation, that is, ſuch as are to be done 
upon and in the elect, namely, their reconcilement to God, 
and receiving the adoption of ſons, This is the actual per. 
formance of what was intentionally in election, and virtually 
in the death of Chriſt, as the neceſſary way and means to 
their ultimate end. The ſum of theſe requiſites, conſiſt in 
faith and ſanctification (g); the one imports our right, the 
other our capacity; faith intitles, and holineſs meetens : Both 
which, though expreſſed as two, go always together as if but 
one; and are as inſeparable as light from the ſun : And with- 
out theſe, our little world would ſtill be in darkneſs, notwith- 
ſtanding all the light that ſhines about us, or within us: 
neither knowing our danger, nor how to eſcape it. 

1. Faith. This, in general, is that ſpiritual light in which 
we ſee ourſelves hy nature children of wrath, and wholly un- 
able to change our ſtate; and withal, do apprehend * Gon 
juſtifying freely by his grace, through the Redemption that is 
in Jeſus Chriſt (5); and to that end, do roll ourſelves upon 
him, and give up ourſelves to his laws and government. It is 
of the eſſence of faith, to empty the ſoul of ſelſ- ability. And, 
1. Of its own underſtanding: It is a beam of divine light, 
which evidenceth all a man's natural knowledge to be ig- 
norance and darkneſs, as to ſpiritual things: The Apoſtle 
ſpeaks of it, as of a faculty newly given (i); and the nature 
of its new objects requires it; for * the natural man cannot 
diſcern the things of Gop (4): They that have the beſt E 
now, were ſometimes darkneſs, 2. Faith empties the ſoul 
of its own righteouſneſs; 1. By diſcovering the uncleannels 
of it (1). 2. By ſhewing the neceſſity of a better (n). 3. In 
whom this better righteouſneſs is to be found (»), 4. That 

1 


(e) Gal iv. 4, 5. % om vill. 3. 
(g) 2 Thels. ii. 13. ) Rem. iii. 24. 
(i) 1 John v. 20. (4 1 Cor ii. 14. 


(1) Iſa. Ixiv. 6. () Rom. iii. 20. 
(z) Chap. x. 4. | 
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it may be attained and had (e). (5.) That being attained, the 
ſoul is ſafe, and may triumph over all (p). 6. That this bet- 
ter righteouſneſs and its own cannot ſtand together (4). And 
then, 3. The next work of faith is, to empty the ſoul of its 
own ſtrength ; that is, of all confidence in himſelf, as to the 
obtainment of that better righteouſneſs, He makes it, indeed, 
his buſineſs to be ſhut of his own, and moſt 1 de 
inveſted with the righteouſneſs of Gop ; but finds it a matter 

of tranſcendent difficulty: now he is convinced it is no eaſy 
matter to be ſaved; ſince to believe, and to keep the whole 
law, are things of an equal facility; that. is, they are both 
alike impoſſible to him: but nothing, he knows, is too hard 
for GoD, and therefore * takes hold of his ſtrength (r), u to 
work this faith in him; and ſo, by a faith unſeen, believes to 
a faith that is viſible (s): it is faith that is at work all this 
while, though the ſoul knows it not till afterwards, * 

2. The other grand requiſite to ſalvation, is ſanAtification, 
or perſonal inherent holineſs. Juſtification is by a righteouf- 
neſs imputed, ſanctification infuſed : the former is firſt in order 
of nature ; they commence together in point of time, even as 
light in the air at the furs approach; or as the reverſing an 
outlawry inſtantly re- ſtates the party in his former privileges; 
or as, the cancelling a bil} of attainder reſtores the blood. 
Sanctification is the divine nature communicated 3 by which 
the old man is expelled, with his deeds, or rather ſubdued and 
brought under; for they are not totally nulled in this life; 
only proud fleſh is put down from its ſeat, (and that is a great 
matter ;) its dominion is taken away, and the ſeed of Gop en- 
throned in its ſtead : and fo we are ſaid to be * tranſlated out 
of Satan's kingdom, or government, into Chriſt's (f). * It is 
ſometimes called Regeneration, or a being born again (u): the 
ſeparating a man from his wild ſtock, and grafting him into 
the true (x): the forming of Chriſt in us {y); and the law 
written in the heart (z); that is, diſpoſttions according to Gop, 
or an heart after his own. It is alfo termed, * the paſſing 
away of old things, and a becoming new of all (a) :* there is a 


"IE | change 
(e) Chap. iii. 21, ( p) Chap. viii. 34. and chap. vii. 25. 
(7) Gal. v. 2. Rom. x. 3. (7) Ia. xxvii. 5. 9 
(-) Rom. i. 17. (d) VN bo #3 + 
1) John iii. 3. (x) Rom. xi. 17. 


(a) 2 Cor. v. 17. Its) Heb. viii, 10. 
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change of principles, ſcope, and end of a man's life. Not that 
the old faculties are blotted our or deſtroyed, but reduced or 
renewed, according to the“ image of him titat createth it (6), 
As the body, when it is regenerated, (or raiſed again) ſhall 
be the ſame that was ſown ; but ſo changed, and dignified in 
its qualities, as if it were another: ſo, in the ſoul's regenera- 
tion, the ſame underſtanding, will, and affections do remain; 
but quite otherwiſe diſpoſed and qualified, according to the 
new objects they are to converſe with. And this is ſo main a 
requiſite to ſalvation, that we are not capable of heaven with- 
out it: even the local heaven would not be a place of happi- 
neſs to a ſoul unſanctified: no communion there without con- 
cord: and that is the reaſon why ſpiritual. notions are ſo dil 
guſtful to carnal men; and if they cannot endure the ſhadow, 
how ſhould they bear the ſubſtance and thing itſelf ?; in this 
work the ſoul is paſſive: but being thus quickned by the ſpi- 
rit of life from Gop, and ſet upon their feet, they are capaci- 
tated for action; and now, (ſay they, as, Daniel, now) & let 
my Lord ſpeak; for thou haſt ſtrengthened me,“ Dan. x. 19, 
And thenceforth their work and buſineſs is, “ to talk worthy 
of the Lord ;* to glorify that grace which hath ſaved them; 
to walk before God in the daily exerciſe of thoſe Fraces he 
hath given them; and to preſs after perfeCtion, that is, a ripe- 
neſs in grace, or meetneſs for that ſtate of glory which all theſe 
are preparatory to; to ſhew forth his praiſes ; the virtues of 
him that hath called them ; making his law their rule, and his 
glory their end above all; and all in a way of dutiful grati- 
tude : for though ye may, and ought to have reſpect to your 
own ſalvation, peace and comfort; yet ſa, as to ſubſtitute all 
to the gloryof the grace of Gop: and take this by the way, 
to encourage you in your duty, that the glory of Gp and his 
people's bleſſedneſs are fo interwoven, as never to be divided: 
while ye keep that moſt directly in your eye and ſcope, your 
own concerns are moſt currently going on; they fall in toge- 
ther, and keep in the ſame channel. | | os | 


M1. Whence theſe requiſites to ſalvation do proceed, Fe 


That men might know themſelves to be creatures, it was 
needful to know the world had, a beginning, by whom, and 
how: and no leſs needful to know the original of the world 
| renewed, 


() Col. iii. 10. Rom. viii. 29. 
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renewed. The not minding of which, may have been the oc- 
caſion of mens aſcribing the new creation to the concourſe of 
Tee-will atoms: which ſeems (at leaſt) as irrational as the 
contingent coming together of the viſible frame. | 

Our preſent inquiry therefore is, touching the Author of 
faith and holineſs ? what root they ſpring from ? who, or what 
is the efficient cauſe of regeneration ? what power it is by 
which the new creature is formed, and brought forth? our aſ- 
ſertion is, that the new creature is Gop's workmanſhip entirely 
and alone. This the ſcripture ſeems evident for, and delivers 
in poſitive terms in Fam. i, 17. * Every good gift, and every 

rfect gift, is from above, and cometh down from the father of 
lights: which is ſo full an anſwer to the queſtion as (one 
would think) admits of no reply. But being a truth unac- 
ceptable to nature, and ſuch ſtriving among men to intitle the 
human power and will to the fatherhood of this new creation, 
it muſt be argued : and our argument for it is this; that the 
new creature muſt, be wrought — by a divine power; or 
by a natural power; or by a concurrence of both toge- 
ther. But, | 

Firſt, It cannot be wrought by a natural power; and that. 
for ſuch reaſons as theſe : | 05 

Arg. I. Becauſe it is a creature; and of all creatures the 
nobleſt and moſt excellent, All the virtuoſi in the world are 
not able to make an atom: they may refine and ſublimate 
things that are, but cannot give being to the leaſt thing that is 
not. How then ſhould the natural man give being to the 
new creation ? to ſuppoſe ſuch a thing, would be a degrading 
to the divine nature ; a ſetting the image of the heavenly be- 
low that of the earthly : for he that builds, is worthy of more 
honour than the thing that is built by him, Heb. iii. 3. 

Arg. Il. Nothing can afford what it hath not in itſelf, 
Now, every ſoul in nature is darkneſs, and poſſeſſed with an 
habitual averſion from God : but light is not brought out of 
darkneſs, nor friendſhip out of enmity: no man will expect grapes 
from thorns ; the product will be according to that of which it 
s produced; * every ſeed will have its own body (c); an evil 
tree cannot bring forth good fruit (d); that which is born of 
the fleſh is fleſh (e),” and will never be better : therefore the 
new creature, being a divine thing, cannot be educed of natu- 
ral principles. | | | 
| 7 2M Arg. III. 
(4) Matt, vii. 18. 


le) 1 Cor. xv. 38. 
le) John iii. 65. 
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Arg. III. The natural man is not only void of all virtue 
and property that tends to regeneration ; but is oppoſite 
thereto, To be grafted into the true olive-tree, is contra 
to nature (7); * the carnal mind is enmity againſt Go (g) * 
and enmity being a principle uncapable of reconcilement, it 
cannot be ſuppoſed it will help to deſtroy itfelf : * they will 
not ſo much as feek after Gop, nor take him into their 
thoughts (4). Satan they follow with natural motion (i); but 
as for the word of the Lord, they profeſs ſtoutly, they * will 
not hearken unto it (4) : they have loved ftrangers, and after 
them they will go (J).“ So deſperately wicked are the hearts of 
men (m); they are even made up of * fleſhly Iuſts, which war 
againſt the foul,” and whatfoever hath refpe& to his happy re- 
ftorement. And this enmity is maintained and animated, (1,) 
By the darkneſs that is in them ; which all men in nature are 
filled with; or with falfe lights, which are equally pernicious 
and obſtructive to this work: by reafon whereof, the moſt 
_ glorious objects, though juſt before them, are hid from their 
eyes: they do not, nor they © cannot diſcern the things which 
are of Gop (1) :* they have falſe conceptions of every thing; 
% call good evil, and evil good; put light for darknefs, and 
darkneſs for light ;* and the moſt excellent things are com- 
monly furtheſt off their approbation. It is a known experi- 
ment, that the more ſpiritual any truth is, the more will car- 
nal reaſon object againſt it: * how can theſe things be (o)! 
and, how can this man give us of his fleſh to eat ( p) ?* by all 
the underftanding that men have before converfton, they are 
but more ſtrongly prejudiced againft the truth (4). (2.) This 
, enmity is further confirmed and fixed, by the naturality of it, 
Tf it were an adventitious quality, it might poffibly be ſepa- 
rated; but now it cannot by any human power. And that it 
is natural, appears, in that the univerſality of mankind is in- 
fected with it: it is not here and there one, but all and every 
one, Jews and Gentiles, are all under fin ; “* none that under- 
ſtandeth ; none that ſeeketh after God ; none that doth good, 


; no, 
/ Rom. xi. 24. (s) Rom. viii. 7. 

(+) Pſalm x. 4. () John viii. 44. 

(4) Jer. xlix. 6. (/) Chap. ii. 25. 

(n) Chap xvil. 9. (a) 1 Cor. ii. 14. 

(o: John ii. 9. (p) Chap vi. 52. 


%) Acts xvii. 18. and 1 Cor i. Lj—23, 
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no, not one (7): all fleſh had cgrrupted' his ways (5) : every 
imagination of their heart is only evil, and that continually (z): 
every man is brutiſh, and altogether filthy (u): and this is 
their root ; conceived in fin (x); they go aſtray from the womb 
(u It alſo grows up with them; and the longer it lives the 
worſe it is, and the more impregnable (2): * it is not ſubject 
to the law of God, neither indeed can be (a). And though 
at times, they look another away, (like bullers of ſtone or lead, 
which, acted by a foreign power, are mounted into the air) 
their upward motion quickly ceaſeth, becauſe it was not natu- 
ral; they come again to their center of their own accord, and 
there they live and die: as was verified in Saul, Ahab, Agrippa, 
and others. N 

Arg. IV. The new creature cannot be the product of na- 
tural power, becauſe every thing is received, and improved, ac- 
cording to the nature of that which receives it. Plants and 
other creatures, turn all their nouriſhment into their own ſpe- 
cies and property, A vine and a thiſtle, both planted in one 
ſoil, have the ſame ſun, dew, air, and other influences, com- 
mon to both, yet each one converts the whole of that it re- 
ceives into its own ſubſtance and kind. You may plant and 
prune, dig and dung an evil tree, beſtow what pains you will 
upon it, it does all but enable the more pregnant production of 
evil fruit: juſt ſo doth the natural man, even“ turn the grace 
of Gop into laſciviouſneſs (: as to the pure all things are 
pure; ſo to the impure all things are defiled (c). David by 
his afflictions learned to keep Gop's laws (d); but Ahaz tret- 
paſſed yet more (e). Good Joſiah's heart melts at reading the 
law, he humbles himfelf, and falls to reforming (V); but 
wicked Jehoiakim, he cuts the roll in pieces, and burns it (g): 
thus ſin, that is, corrupt nature, works death by that which is 
good (%). 

Secondly, That the new creature is not wrought by the 
concurrence of divine and natural power together, the follow- 
ing arguments ſhew. | 


Arg. I. 
) Rom. iii, 9—18, {s) Gen. vi. 12. | 
.) Chap. viii. 21. («) ſer. x. 14. 
(x) Plalm li. 5. / Fialm lviii. 3. 
x) Jer. xii. 23. (a) Rom. viii. 7. 
(b) jede ver. 4. (c) Tit. i. 15. 
(4) Pſalm exix. (7. (e) 2 Chron xxviii. 22. 
( f Chap xxxiv. 27, 31. (g Jer. xxxv1. 23; 


(/ Rom. vii. 8, 10, 
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Arg. I. The holy Ghoſt needs no aſſiſtance in his work; 
who and where is he that ſtood up for his help when he 
moved on the waters,” and brought forth this world into 
form (i)? when © he weighed the mountains in ſcales, and the 
hills in a balance (6) ? he that made all things of nothing 
cannot be ſuppoſed to need the aid of any. As man had no- | 
thing to do in the conception of Chriſt's human nature, but 
the power of the moſt High was alone in that work; ſo alſo it 0 
is in ſorming Chriſt within us. Why ſhould he call in the t 
aid of another, unleſs deficient of himſelf? and he muſt be t 
greatly put to it, that takes in the help of an enemy. 0 

Arg. II. If the holy Ghoſt had need of help, the fleſh afford; t 
not the leaſt, nor can. For, (1.) The natural man is“ with- h 
out ſtrength (/).** The beſt natured man in the world (until þ 
regenerate) is but fleſh; and * all fleſh is graſs, and the glory 
of it as the flower of graſs (m), u which fades in a moment; 
it is * an arm that has no ſtrength (=) ;* makes a ſhew, but 
can do nothing. And it is not weak only in itſelf, but it ren- 
ders weak and impotent whatever relies upon it, or may be 
uſed by it, for any ſpiritual end: a ſtraw in the hand of a giant 
will make no deeper impreſſion than if in the hand of a ſtrip- 
ling: the law itſelf, „ which was ordained to life, is made 
weak through the fleſh (). (2.) The fleſh is an oppoſite 
principle, at perfect enmity againſt the holy ſeed; as you ſee 
before: it anſwers, as Pharaoh, * who is the Lord that I ſhall 
obey him (p) ?® its whole buſineſs is to cruſh the workings of 
the ſpirit; and the conflict ceaſeth not, but in the total over» 
throw of the one party; The fleſh and the ſpirit always have 
been, are, and will be two; yea, even where the enmity hath 
loſt its dominion, it will maintain a conflict to the laſt: and if 
the one fights againſt the other after the new creature is formed, 
it will doubtleſs oppoſe the firſt formation of it. (3.) If we 
ſhould ſuppole the ficſh able, in any reſpeR, to give aſſiſtance 


in this work; the holy Ghoſt would none of it: © what con- 7 
cord hath Chriſt with Belial (g) 2% ſuch mixtures are an abo- Am 
mination to him: he would not permit his people to“ yoke an 1 ye 
ox and an aſs together in ploughing (Y); nor to ſow their they 
land with divers ſeeds (g): and if in building an altar their was 
b 7 tools 
{i) Gen. i. 2. Job xxxviii. 4. (4) Ifa. xl. 12, 14. (t 
{4 Rom. v.60. | (+) 1Pet. i. 24. (=) Job i. 4 ; 1 
{o) Rom. vii. 10. with Chap. viii. 3. (p) Exod. v. 2. (2 


{5} 2 Cor. vi. 15. (Deut. xxii, 10, Ver. g. (6 
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tools were lift up upon it, the Lord reckons it defiled (7). 
(J.) Suppoſe a poſſibility of conjunction: what would be the 
iſſue of it? * when the ſons of Gop went in to the daughters 
of men, giants were born to them (u). If creatures of ſeveral 
kinds ſhould couple together, what can be produced but a 
monſter in nature? ſuch monſters in ſpirituals are hypocrites 
and temporzry believers: in whom there is ſomething begotten 
on their wills, by the common ſtrivings and enlightenings of 
the ſpirit, which attains to a kind of formality, bur proves, in 
the end, a lump of dead fleſh: it never comes to be a new 
creature; as you ſee in Herod and Agrippa. An owl's egg, 
though hatched by a dove or eagle, will prove but a night- 
bird : the ſeed of the bond-woman will be carnal, though 
Abraham hirhſelf be the father of it. 

To illuſtrate this a little farther, I would briefly recount 
what moſt probably ſhould influence the hearts of men, and 
lead them to repentance ; with their common, if not conſtant 
effect, when left to their free-will improvements. I reduce 
thei to five: a proſperous condition; afflictions; the word of 
God; the ſtrivings of the ſpirit; and miracles, 

1. Proſperity : this, we find, hath not done it. How 
many have been the worſe, and how few, if any, the better 
for it? even * Jeſhurun waxed fat, and kicked (x).* In the 
time of the Judges, whenever they had reſpite from trouble, 

they preſently fell to idolatry : when Uzziah was ftrong, * his 

heart was lifted up to his deſtruction (5). Some there be that 

are not in trouble like other men; their eyes ſtand out with 

fatneſs; they have more than heart can wiſh, &c.* But are 

they bettered by it? no; © pride compaſſeth them about like a 

chain, and they ſet their mouths againſt the heavens (z) : fo 

true is that maxim, * Let favour be ſhewed to the wicked, yet 

will he not learn righteouſneſs : in the land of uprightneſs will 

he deal unjuſtly (a).* | "Þ 

2. Afflictions and Judgments will not do it. It appears by 

Amos, that that people were loaded with variety of judgments, 

yet they turned not to him that ſmote them (); the more 

they were ſtricken, the more they revolted (c). The Lord 

was wroth with Ephraim, and ſmote him; he hid his face 

from 


(t) Exod: xx. 25. {«) Gen. vi. 4. 

(x) Deut. xxxii. 15, (y) 2 Chron. xxvi. 16, 

(z) Pſalm Ixxiii. 3—9, {a) Iſa. xxvi. 10. 

(6) Amos iv. 612, e) a, i. 5. | 1 
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from him, and was wroth:“ (which, if any thing, ſhould have 
moved him :) but what cares Ephraim? * he went on froward- 
ly in the way of his heart (d). The Jews continue to this day 
in their unbelief, though * wrath be come upon them to the 
uttermoſt,® The antichriſtian world, when vials of wrath were 
poured forth upon them, © they blaſphemed Gop, and repented 
not (e): thus, bray a fool in a mortar, yet will not his fooliſh- 
neſs depart from him (J): it is natural to him, and therefore 
inſeparable. | | by 
3. The word of Gop and his ordinances, —Neither is it in 
»thele to turn the heart back again. Of this, the people of I{- 


rael are a pregnant example; * to them were committed the 


oracles of GOD (g); no nation had Gop fo nigh them as 
they (%); and yet the moſt ſtubborn, ſtiff-necked people that 
ever the earth bore. ** The Lord ſends them his prophets, 
riſing early, and ſending (i) zu and ſee how they are uſed! 
firſt, © they ſlight his meſſengers, and ſend them away em 
{#) then they fall to“ beating and impriſoning of them (1) ;® 
yea, they proceed farther, (for this enmity knows no bounds) 
ſome they ſtoned, others they © ſlew with the ſword (m) n 
when was there one that eſcaped them? at laſt he ſends them 
his Son; ſurely, they will reverence him! no, this is the 
heir ; come, let us kill him (n) : and thus they went on un- 
til there was no remedy (. | 
4. The world of ungodly in Noah's time. After warning of 
the flood, they had the * ſpirit of Gop ſtriving with them fix- 
ſcore years together (p): and yet, not a man in the whole uni» 
verſe prevailed upon. The people in the wilderneſs, how 
many ways did the Lord ftrive with them, by mighty deliver- 
ances, terrible appearances, merciful providences, dreadful 
Judgments; and this, forty years together! and yet, ſtill they 
went on “ retelling againſt him, and vexing his holy Spi- 
rit (9). | f 
(2 Miracles will not do it. -What a multitude of theſe, 
mingled with Judgments, were ſhewn upon Pharaoh ! all 


which 
(4) Iſa. Ivii. 7. (e) Rev. xvi. 9-11. Hoſ. vii. 9, 10. 
J Prov. xxvii. 22. ) Rom. iii. 2. 8 
[) Deut. iv. 7. g (7) 2 Chron. xxxvi. 15, 16, 
.. 3. 4. (/) Jer. xxxvii. 15. 
(n) Luke xx. 10-15. 2) Matt. xxi. 38. 
(% 2 Chron. xxxvi. 16. (7) Gen. vi. 3. 


() Iſa. Ixiii. 10. 
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| which did but further harden him (7). Then the people of 


the wilderneſs: take but that one inſtance of Korah and his 
company; * the earth clave aſunder, and ſwallowed up the 
chief of the mutineers, with all that they bad: they went 
alive into the pit (5) :* two hundred and fifty more were con- 
ſumed by u fire from heaven (:) : which one would think 
ſhould cauſe them to fear the Lord, and do no more preſump- 
tuouſly ; and yet, the next thing we hear of them on-the very 
morcow, they are at it again; and that not a party of them, 
but the“ whole congregation (u).“ All which conſidered and 
laid together, it follows, with much evidence, 

Thirdly, That the new creature is the product of 1 
power alone. A point of great concernment, if duly con- 
ſidered. 

The evangeliſt John is clear on our ſide, touching this 
original and pedigree of it; both whence it is not, and whence 
it is: © It is born, not of blood zu that is, it belongs not to, 
nor is brought forth in any as they are men mad? of fleſh and 
blood; nor as they are * Abraham's ſeed according to the 
fleſh (x) : nor is it born * of the will of the fleſh ;* the carnal 
and ſenſual affections have nothing to do in the ſpiritual birth: 
% nor of the will of man ; the rational faculties, by which 
men are ſet above the rank of other creatures, even theſe con- 


tribute nothing to our divine ſonſhip: * but it is of Gop %%; 
that is, it is his work alone; and the natural man has nothin 


to do in it: he is as perfectly unactive in it, as the dry bones 
in cauſing themſelves to live (z); or as Lazarus in reviving 
himſelf; of whom it is ſaid, He that was dead came forth 
bound hand and foot (a) :* which was ſuch a demonſtration 
of divine power, that the Phariſees themſelves acknowiedgs, 
” If they now let him alone, all men will believe in him (6) r 

(And if it were not fo, the Lord alone ſhould not be exalted ) 
And with this falls in that other beloved diſciple, James ; Of 
his own will begat he us (c); that is, by his own divine 
power he forms and brings forth the new creation, without 
any aſſiſtance from the old, or co-operation of it: they contri- 


bute 
(») Exod. vii. 14— 22. Chap. viii. 19. Chap. ix. 7, &c. - 
(5) Numb, xvi. 32. () Ver. 35. 
(a) Ver. 41. (x) Rom. ix. 7. 
(y) John 1. 13. (z) Ezek. xxxvit. 5, 9, 14. 
(a) John xi. 44. ) John xi. 48. 


(c) James i. 11. 2 Pet. i. 8. 


— —jH . 4 — — —jäͤ 


— — —Ü—21 — —ñ—4Iͤũꝛ.—— us 
a 


= 


1738 APRACTICAL DISCOURSE OF 


bute no more to it, than thoſe who ſleep in the duſt to theit 


own reſurrection. Peter, he alſo tells us, It is born of in- 
corruptible ſeed (d): and John, again, that ® It is born of 
of the ſpirit (e) u which is plainly to be of the offspring of 
Gop. Of like tenor is that of the prophet, *I hou haſt 
wrought all our works in us (7) 3 and that of Paul, ® We 
are his workmanſhip (g) ;“ as alſo that of the pſalmiſt, It is 
he that hath made us, and not we ourſelves, his people (5). 
We find it here, and in John, expreſſed both negatively and 
poſitively ; as purpoſely and forever to exclude whatever is in 
man, from being ſo much as thought contributary to the- new 
creation ; and that the whole work might be fathered upon 
Gop only: which is, indeed, the natural refult of all thoſe 
ſcriptures which ſpeak of it under the notion of a creature; 
which neceſſarily implies, that the whole of it, both matter 
and form, is from the creator : for, in truth, a creature's foun- 
dation is nothing, beſides the good pleaſure of Gop. It may 
further be noted, that in James, * the father of lights“ is ſaid 
to beget it; and in the Galatians, © Jeruſalem which is above® 
to be the mother of it; and in John as before, that it is born 
of the ſpirit. Now, if father and mother, begetter and bringer- 
forth, are both in heaven, what ſhall the man of earth found 
his pretenſions upon, as to the parentage of the new crea- 


ture? | | 


And further, it is worthy of remark ; 1. What ſort of inſtru- * 


ments were moſtly uſed in this work. Not the learned, but illi- 
terate men: and of theſe, ſuch moſt eminently as had neither ele- 


' gancy of ſpeech, nor majeſtick preſence (i): and the end of 
' this was, that it might appear, and men might be convinced, 


that * their faith ſtood not in (was neither made nor main- 
tained by) the wiſdom of men, but the power of Gop (#).* 
2. The natural unaptneſs of the perſons commonly wrought 
on to receive thoſe high-born principles: not many of the 
wiſe and noble, but the poor, baſe and fooliſh; that is, in 


* compariſon of others. And why theſe ? truly, it was to make 


good the truth that is here aſſerted, namely, u That no fleſh 
might glory in his preſence (J).“ And yet likewiſe take notice, 


that the wiſe and noble were not excluded ; witneſs the wy 
0 


(e) John iii. 8. 
( Ephes ii. 10. 
i] 2 Cor. x. 10. 


(% Chap. i. 26— 29, 


{d) 1 Pet. i. 23. 
J Ifa. xxvi. 12. 
(+) Pfal. c. 2. 

(4) 1 Cor. ii. 3, 4, 5. 
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of Herod's ſteward, Joſeph, Nicodemus, and Sergius Paulus, 
a prudent. man: which further illuſtrates the power of Gop, 


in that he did, by thoſe weak and contemptible means, bring 
in alſo ſuch as theſe, 3. The ſcripture is ſo emphatically 


aſcribing this work unto GoD : which kind of aſcription were 
very improper; if faith and holineſs were things ſo common, 
and eaſily attained, and the natural man ſo able and virtuous 
an engine in that work as moſt men imagine. Paul ſtiles it, 
s The faith of the operation of God (n): iſaiah makes it de- 
pendent on the * arm of the Lord revealed (u) zu that is, made 
bare, and put forth to the utmoſt. Our Saviour, he attributes 
it to * Gop the father, as Lord of heaven and earth (o). * And 
Paul again, to the“ exceeding greatneſs of his mighty power, 
even the ſame by which he raiſed Jeſus Chriſt from the dead (p): 
even then, when the Sins of all his people lay upon him; and 
all the malice, ſtrength, and ſubtilty of the powers of darkneſs, 
were up in arms againſt it: which was indeed, the higheſt in- 
dication of divine power that ever was put forth, or ſhall be. 
III. The next thing to be ſhewn is, who thoſe bleſſed ones 
are to whom theſe requifites to ſalvation do belong; and 
by what title, | 


The anſwer is, they all do belong to ele& perſons, and 
that in right of their Election. Elect and believer are con- 
vertible terms: Every believer is an ele perſon, and every 
ele perſon is a believer, or ſhall be in his time. This right, 
indeed, is nextly founded upon Redemption; but being 
originally from Election, I ſball ſpeak here only to that. To 
put effects in the place of cauſes, and caufes of effects, is a 
great abſurdity in natural things; and yet how prone are we 
to it in matters of divine concernment | which chiefly comes 
ſtom the pride of our ſpirits, who fain would be ſomebody in 
procuring our own happineſs; and do therefore aſcribe it to 
any cauſe, rather than that which is proper to it. This is a 
great evil; and the more perilous and catching, becauſe eſ- 
pouſed by ſome of no common profeſſion, and that with great 
pretences of reaſon for it. To refute which, your moſt ratio- 
nal courſe will be to ſearch and conſult the ſcriptures ; whoſe 


teſtimony and right reaſon do always ſort together: And if by 
Tl this 


(z) Ifa. liti. r. 


(n) Col. ii. 12. 
(7) Col. i. 12. 


(% Matt. xi. 25. 
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this aſcent you follow ſalvation, and all the conducementy 
thereto, up to their head, you ſhall find them all to be intirely 


and abſolutely of God, and contained in the ſame decree; / 


and conſequently, that faith and holineſs are the effects and 
certain conſequences of Election. | | 
The genuine import of ſcripture-ſalvation is broad and com. 
prehenſive, extending to all manner of requifites which any 
way conduce to the perfect accompliſhment of the thing itſelf; 
Outward ſalvation, whatever belongs to the outward man 
pence as, water, bread, walls, and bulwarks, r. 
/a. xxvi. 1. * ſalvation will appoint walls and bulwarks" 
that is, the promiſe of ſalvation implies and carries in it all 
things pertaining to ſafety: So, ſpiritual ſalvation whatever 
rtains to bleſſedneſs and glory; as Redemption from fin, 
Faith, holineſs, and holding out to the end: Any of. which 
being abſent, would invalidate all the reft ; as one round of a 
ladder plucked out, hinders your aſcent to the top. If dne 
give me a piece of land that is all round incloſed, the law gives 
me a way to it, (though no expreſs mention thereof in my 
deed) fo as to take the profits; his gift would otherwiſe hittle 
Avail me. Salvation is that the ele are-endowed with; faith 
and holineſs the neceſſary way to their actual poſſeſſion: And 
therefore, theſe they muſt be ordained unto, and are, as well 
as to ſalvation itſelf : For, being * predeſtinate to the adoption 
of ſons (9), and to be conformed to the image of Chriſt (7), 
(which is not perfectly accompliſhed until his appearing in 
glory) (5), they muſt be predeſtinated alſo to all thoſe inter- 
. mediate diſpenſations and graces, which are requiſite thereto. 
For, right to the end, gives right to the means: They are 
therefore ſaid to be © choſen to ſalvation through ſanctification 
of the ſpirit, and belief of the truth (f). In order of inten- 
tion, God wills the end firſt, and then the means ; in order of 
execution, the means firſt, as directive to that end (v): The 
end is the cauſe of the means (x), and Election the cauſe of 
them both (y). | 
The promiſe of Canaan to Abraham's ſeed, did virtually 
contain whatever muſt come between the making of th 
promiſe, and the final performance of it: As, 1. To pr 


(9) Ephes. i. 85. (r) Rom. viii. 26. 
(s) 1 ſohn iii. 2. („) 2 Theſs. ii. 13. 
(47) Rom. viii. 30. (* Ephes. ii. 4, 5 


( 3) Chap. ii. 8, 10. 
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tiply his ſeed into a nation. 2. To keep Efav, Liban, and 
others, from hurting them. 3. To provide for them in time 
of famine, 4. To preſerve and increaſe them in Egypt, not- 
withſtanding the Egyptians craft and crutlty to ſappitls them. 
To bring them forth with an high hand; in contempt of 
haraoh's reſolbedneſs againft it, #hd his potency to withſtand 
it. 6. To divide the fea before them, and provide them n 
table in the wilternets, 7. To cauſe their enemies hearts to 
faint, and become as water: - 8. To ſend the hornet before 
them, and to fight for them, c. (For otherwiſe the Lord's 
giving them Canaan, pad been but as the Pope's Zivi 
England to the Spaniard, that is, if he tould get it.) An 
laſtly, to pardon their Manifold great and high proveeations; 
by which they expofed themſelves to wrath and extirpation 
daily. So is it in the cafe of Election; it draws with ir even 
all that is tendent to the ſaints actual inveſtiture with glory. 
The Apoſtle therefore linketh eternity paſt, with krernſty 10 
come; he makes Election and Glorification the two esttèam 
points of the compaſs; Calling and Juſtificiticn (which are 
parts intermediate) he founds upon the firſt, in order to the 
laſt; and gives you their ſet-courſe, in Rom. viii. * Whom 
he did foreknow, them alſo he did predeſtinate (ts what?) 
to be conformed to the image of his Son; and whom he did 
predeſtinate, them alſo he called (2): And what did he call 
them to? He called them to holineſs, to glory and virtue (a); 
and * whom he calted, them alſo he juſtified and glorifi- 
ed (b) :* Theſe all do belong to the ſame perſons, and that 
by virtue of the decree; and no one of them did ever ge 
alone. En e | | | | 
The lite ſacceffion bf cauſes and effects ye have in the 
16th of Ezekiel (c). The Lord finds them in their blood, 
that is, in their natural loft condition: He enters into co- 
venant with them, and makes them his own; there is their 
Election: Then he wathes them, and that throughly; there 
is their juſtification: And then adorns them; there is their 
ſanctification, which always is conſummated in glory. In 
the 17th of 'the/ Acts, ye have Paul preaching at Theſſa- 
lonica (4) : Fhe ſame doctrine was propounded to all inde- 


finitely ; and it muſt be fo, for the miniſter knows. not the 


N 2 elect 
(z) Rom. viii. 29. (4) 2 Pet. i. 3. 
(b) Rom. viii. 30. (le) Exek. xvi. 6=12. 
(4) Acts xvii. 1-4. | 


182 A PRACTICAL DISCOURSE OF 


elet from other men: But the Holy Ghoſt, who ſearcheth 
the deep things of Gop, and hath the management. of this 


work committed to him, he knew the ele& by name (e), and 


accordingly took them; * Gathered them one by one (. 
(each one in his proper time) * aud opened their ears to diſ- 
cipline (g) ;* making them what they were choſen to be. And 
the ſame Apoſtle, in his epiſtle to the Theſſalonians, where 
he celebrates the effects of this ſermon, brings in their Election 
as the cauſe of their converſion; knowing, brethren beloved, 

our election of Gop; for our. goſpel came not to you in 
word only, (as.it did to others) but in power (5) : So in the 
Acts, * as many as were ordained to eternal life, believed (i]: 
And u the Lord added to the church daily (whom did he add?) 
ſuch as ſhould be ſaved (4).* Effectual Calling is a ſure de- 
monſtration of Election, and the firſt effect by which it can 
be known. | GD a I SIAGE at 
That precious faith through which we are ſaved, is obtain- 
ed * through the righteouſneſs of Gop, and our Saviour 
Teſus Chriſt (Hi 1. It is given through the righteouſneſs of 
Gop the Father; and ſo, it either reſpects his ordaining us 
to eternal life; in which act he did implicitly engage himſelf 
to give us faith, which may therefore be 
of God's elect (m) :* Or elſe, it reſpects his promiſe made to 
Chriſt, © that ſetting his ſoul an offering for ſin, he ſhould ſee 
his ſeed (n): Or it may be intended of both. 2. The righ- 
teouſneſs of Chriſt is concerned in it two ways: 1. As the 


« 


meriting or procuring cauſe thereof; and ſo this faith belongs 


of right to every one he died for (o). Or, 2. As he is that 
faithful ſervant, who gives to every one according as he hath 
received of the father for them (): In all which reſpects, it 
evidently flows from Election. To confirm which, Peter ſays 
expreſly, in his former epiſtle, that they were elected unto 
obedience, and ſprinkling of the blood of Jeſus Chriſt ().“ 
So, the myſtery of his will is made known, according to his 
good pleaſure which he had purpoſed in himſelf (7). Nr 


(/) Iſa. xxvii. 12. 
() 1 Theſs. i. 4, 5. 
(4) Chap. ii. 47. 
„ 


(e) John x. 3. 

(8) Job xxxvi. 10. 
(i) Acts xiii. 48. 
a Pet. i. 1. 


(1) Iſa. liii. 10. Tit. i. 2. with 2 Tim. i. 9. 
(o) Phil. i. 20. 
7) 1 Pet. i. 2 


(p) Ephes. iv. 7, 8. 
(r) Ephes. i. 9. 


led, the faith 
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ſame intendment we have in the Corinths ; * the preaching of 
the goſpel is to them that periſh, fooliſhneſs : but to us who 
are ſaved, it is the power of Gop (5): and in Timothy, © who 
hath ſaved us, and called us with an holy calling (t): in both 
places ſaving is put before calling, and then it muſt be before 
faith: and how Men are ſaved before they believe, unleſs. by 
Election, (or Redemption, which is commenſurate with Elec- 
tion) doth not appear to us. To this purpoſe it is further ob- 
ſervable, that in Rom. viii. The Apoſtle ſets Predeſtination be- 
fore calling (u); as in Timothy and the Corinths, he doth 
faving : and in Rom. ix. he puts calling in a tenſe ſubſequent 
to Election or * preparing unto glory (x). The 1 
his ſentence alſo accords with it: he directs his epiſtle * to 
them that are ſanctiſied by Gen the father, and preſerved in 
Jeſus Chriſt, and called (4) : where, by ſanctified he means 
elected, ſeparated, or ſet apart: In this ſenſe the word is uſed 
elſewhere, where it will not admit of any other, Exod. iii. 13. 
] am the Lord that doth ſanctify you: and more plainly in 
Numb, viii. 17. * All the firſt- born of the children of Iſrael 
are mine: on the day that I ſmote every firſt- born in the land 
of Egypt, I ſanctified them for myſelf :* here no other thing 
but chooſing, ſelecting, or fetting-apart, can be intended: and 
I ſee no reaſon, why it ſhould not be ſo underſtood in that of 
Jude. aA 118 
And it is termed an holy calling, not only as it calleth us 
to holineſs ; but as it is ſacred, peculiar, ſet · apart and appro- 
priated to an holy people, namely, thoſe whom the Lord. ſet 
apart for himſelf: whoſe eternal ſanctifying them in his decree, 
was the original cauſe of their being ſanctified actually; * he 
loved them with an everlaſting love, and therefore with loving- 
kindneſs doth he draw them (z) :“ and this their actual ſancti- 
hcation is ſo indubitable a conſequent of the decretive, and fo 
appropriate to the ſame perſons, that the fame word is uſed for 
both; as it is alſo for Redemption; * for their ſakes, ſays 
Chriſt, I ſanctify myſelf (a). u A lightſome inſtance of this we 
have in Eldad and Medad, who though they came not up to 
the tabernacle with their brethren, yet, being of them that 
were written, © the Spirit came upon them, and they prophe- 


RE PFs TY N 3 | fied 
(s). 1 Cor. i. 18. t) 2 Tim. i. . 

(2) Rom. viii. 30. (x) Chap. ix. 23, 24. 

(y) Jude ver. 1. * (s) Jer. xxxi. 3. 


(a) John xvii. 19. 
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fied in the Camp (4): (Election finds out Men when they 
think not of it.) So the Lord firſt determines Jeremy to his 
office ; then puts forth his hand and. fits him for his work le). 
Even Chriſt himſe}f was firſt appointed to his mediatory of- 
fice ; and then the Spirit came upon him, ' becauſe ſo appoint- 
Quer. In the 1ſt of John xvi. it is ſaid, that to them which 
received him, he gave power to become the ſons of Gon 
which ſeems to put their believing before their ſonſhip. | 
Solut. Albeit that faith goes before the manifeſtation of our 
ſonſhip, yet not before our ſonſhjp-itſe]f; * the adgption of 
ſons, is that we were predeſtinated to before the foundation: of 
the world (e).“ That therefore in John, muſt be underſtood 


with that of Moſes, when he pleads with Gop for his, preſence. 


with his people ;** ſo ſhall we be ſeparated from all the people 
that are on the face of the earth 7): not that this ſeparation 
was now to be made; it was done beſore (g): but his meaning 
is, that by the Lord's going with them, this their ſeparation 
ſhould be manifeſted, The fame ſenſe of the word ye have in 
Matt. v. Love your enemjes ; bleſs them that curſe you; 
that ye may be (that is, that ye may appear to be) the children, 
of your father which is in heayen (5) : in like manner we be- 
come © the ſons of Gop by faith,” Gal. iii. 26. | 
The budding of Aaron's rod, was not the cauſe of Gop's 
chooſing him to the prieſthood (i); nor the falling of the lot 
upon Saul, and.afterwards upon Matthias, the reaſon why, Gon 
deſigned. them, the one to the kingdom, and the other to, the 


apoſtleſhip; they were both appointed before, ang. thoſe 


dences of it (4). So the giving of the Spirit is that which, 

lows Election; u becauſe ſons, Gon hath ſent forth the Spit 
of his ſon into your hearts (I). * Although the manifeſtation of 
aur adoption, and our actual enjoyment of its privileges, are in 
time; yet the thing itſelf we were predeſtinated to from eyer- 
laſting (). Purſuant to this, our Saviour. manifeſts the fa- 
ther's name to * the men he had given him out of the world; 


events. were but the effects pf their fore-appointment, and i 


(4) Numb. xi. 26, se) Jer. i. 9. 


64) Iſa. Ixi. 1. *  (e) Ephes. i. 4, 5 
Exod. xxxiii. 13. 2 Lev. xx. * 


{/) Deut. vii. 6. Matt. v. 44, 45. (i) Num. xvii. 5, 9. 
Yi Sam. ix. 16. with Chap. x. 21. Acts i. 24, 26. 


1 9 Gal. iv. 6, (u). Ephes, i. 4. 5» 9, 11. 


EFPECTUAL- CALLING. 353 


and: theſe receive it (n): the ſheep. hear his voice, and follow 
bim (2): u of others he ſaith expreſsly, * ye believe not, be- 
cauſe ye are not of my ſheep (p): he that is of Gop heareth 
Gop's. words; ye therefore hear them not, becaule ye are not 
of Gon,(q).* The ſame reaſon he gives for his different minif- 
tration. towards his own, and others: to the one it was given 
to kyow the myſteries of the kingdom of Gop; to the other 
it was not; given (r): and thereſore having ended his para- 
bles, he: diſmiſſes the multitude, as having no more for them; 
but to his diſciples he expounded every thing in private (s :* 
and ye ſee- he puts it upon Election, as that which had inveſted _ 
them with this prerogative above the reſt, © to you it is given; 
that is, it belonged to them by God's donation and appoint- 
— they are firſt ſaints by Election, then ſaints by call- 
mg tt). « 1 ee | 

When, Chriſt appeared. to Paul going to Damaſcus, the 
that were within him were all in a maze; a voice they then 4 
but knew not what, it ſpake? why ſo, ſince they were as likely 
to yield as he? it was not indeed intended for x 5.4 and there- 
fore their ears were not bored, nor the ſpeech directed to them, 
but to; Paul; and to Paul by name: but why to Paul above the 
reſt, ſince he was the ring leader and chief perſecutor in the 
company? Paul was a choſen veſſel; and this, in brief, was 
the reaſon. of it, as you have it recorded in ds xxii. 14. 
The (20D. of out fathers, hath choſen thee, that thou ſhouldeh 
know his will, The Jews had many means of knowing the 
Meſſiah, and inducements to believe in him, which the Gen- 
tiles had not; and yet theſe. embrace the goſpel, while the Jews 
reject it. Thoſe who © ſought after righteouſneſs,” fell ſhort 
of it; when thoſe who * ſought it not," attained it (). For 
the bottom reaſon of which different diſpenſation, we are re- 
ferred to. Election; * the Election hath obtained, and the reſt 
were blinded, (&). * | 2 

How varioufly are ſeyeral men affected in hearing the ſame 
word? the ſheep and; the saſh have both the ſame outward 
means: one neglects it; attends not at all, or regards not 
what he hears: a ſecond quatrels at it; as the Jews often did: 


N 4 | 2 a 
(#) John xvii. 6, 8. {o) Chap. x. 27. 
fp) Ver. 36. (9) Chap. viii. 47. 
(na) Matt. xii. 11. ( Mark iv. 34. 
(9 Rom. i. 7. ( Rom. ix. 30, 31. 


(x) Chap. xi. 7. 
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a third is perſuaded almoſt; as Aggrippa was, and thoſe that 
would hear Paul again of that matter: a fourth is “ pricked in 
the heart, and perſuaded altogether.” It is a ſtumbling· block 
to ſome, fooliſhneſs to others, and to ſome it is the * power of 
Gop :* and theſe ſome are ſuch as were elected; of thoſe to 
whom the promiſe was made (y); and are therefore'termed, 
The calling according to his purpoſe (z) ; and according to 
his own purpoſe and'grace, which was given them in Chrift 
before the world began (a) :* they are firſt choſen, - and then 
cauſed to approach unto Gop (5). et ee 
There is almoſt no end of ſcriptures to this purpoſe: I ſhall 
inſtance one more, and fo cloſe up this particular. All the 
bleflings which the ſaints are bleſſed with in time, are all be. 
ſtowed according to Gop's decree of Election ® before time" 
as js manifeſt from Ephes. i. ver. 3, 4, 5- Where I obſerve, 
1. That Election goes before the actual donation of ſpiritual 
bleſſings: for theſe are given in time, that was before time; 
and that which comes after cannot be the cauſe of that which 
went before it; one effect may be the cauſe of another; but 
not the cauſe of that which cauſed itſelf, 2. That the actual 
donatjon of ſpiritual bleſſings is according to Election; that 
is, Election is the rule by which the diſpenſation is guided: 
it is adequate with Election, and anſwerable thereto, even as 
the impreſſion is to the printing types, or as the faſhion of Da- 
vid's body to the platform thereof in Gop's book, and the ta- 
bernacle to the pattern ſhewn in the mount, according to 
which all things were made, as well in reſpect of number, 
weight and meaſure, as form and figure. Spiritual bleſſings 
are not given to one more or fewer, or in other manner, but 
juſt as Election had laid it forth: which alſo is further con- 
firmed by Rev. xxi. 27. Where we find, that none are ad- 
mitted into the holy city, but ſuch “ whoſe names were written 
in the book of life; and whoſoever was not found written in 
that book, was caſt into the lake of fire (c): which ſhews, 
that at the latter day, it will be taken for granted, that“ as 
many as were ordained to eternal life, believed ;® and that all 
and every one without the liſt of Election, died in unbelief; 
that the Election obtained (4), and the reſt were blinded (e: 


therefore 
() Ads ii. 39, (z) Rom, viii. 28. 
(a) 2 Tim. i. 9. (5) Pſalm lxv. 4. 
(c) Rev. xx. 15. 4) Acts xiii, 48. 


) Rom, xi. 7. 
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therefore faith and holineſs are not the cauſe, but the certain 
effects and conſequents of Election. 

Now, if any ſhould aſk (by the way) wherein the ſpecial 
love of Go to elec perſons diſcovers Felf before their con- 
verſion ? I cannot aſſign any plain or open diſcoveries of it, 
by which the elect may be known from other men, ſince all 


outward things. fall alike to all: * The heir, while a child, 
differs nothing from a ſervant, although he be lord of all (7), 
by Election. And yet there are divers gracious operations of 
that love towards them, even in common Providences, albeit 
they are not perceived till afterwards : as, 

1, In keeping alive the root or ſtem they were to grow 
from, this, perhaps, was not the leaſt cauſe of adding fifteen 
years to Hezekiah's life; namely, for Joſiah's ſake, who was 
to come of his lineage ; Manaſſeh, who was to be his grand- 
father, not being yet born: ſo, thoſe days of tribulation were 


ſhortned, and many of the Jews, by ſpecial Providence, kept 


alive, for the elect's fake that ſhould be of their. progeny, per- 
haps two thouſand years after. 

2. In preſerving the elect themſelves from many a2 death 
they were obnoxious to before their converſion, as he alſo did 
Manafleh : and this was the cauſe, when Satan had them in 
his net, and had dragged them to the brink of hell, that * the 
Lord ſent from heaven, and ſaved them (g); deliverd him; 
I have found a ranſom 5) 3 q: d. Hei is mine, and I have de- 
ſigned him to another End. 

3. In keeping them from the ee ſin: thus Paul, 
being a choſen veſlel, was kept without that knowledge of 
Chriſt which ſome of the Phariſees had ; for otherwiſe his per- 
ſecuting the church of Gop had been uncapable of pardon, as 
appears from 1 Tim. i. 13. I obtained mercy, becauſe [ did 
it ignorantly,” 

4. In caſting the lot of their habiration where he hath 
planted, or will plant, the means of grace; or bringing them, 
providentially, where ſome effectual word ſhall be ſpoken to 
them: the one is verified in thoſe who dwelt at Corinth, 
where Paul muſt preach and not hold his peace; for, ſays the 
Lord, * I have much people in this city (i) : the other, in 
thoſe who were come to Jeruſalem at + hy feaſt of Pentecoſt, 

from 


(J) Gal. iv. 1. 
(4) Job xxxiii. 21. 


@ 1 Pſalm lvii. 3. 
(i) Acts xviii. 9, 10. 
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from all parts of the world; which gave them the opportunity 
of coming together, and of hearing Peter's ſermon, by means 


whereof thquſands were converted (4), It is farther exempli. | 


fed by the ſtory of the Eunuch (J); as alſo that of Zaccheus, 
whoſe intent reached no higher than to ſee what manner of 
perſon Chriſt was, being ſo much talked of abroad; and being 
low of ſtature, he climbs into a tree, and there ſalvation meets 
both him and his houſe. es ON e 


IV. Our laſt enquiry is, Of the way and manner of God's 
diſpenſing ſpiritual bleſſings: and that is, effectually and 
OO ; | 


_ Firſt, effectually. The ſoul is not turned to Gon by a 
twine- thread; nor doth the Lord content himſelf with wiſhing 
and woulding that it might be ſo, after the manner of men, 
who either are ſomewhat indifferent about the thing, or have 


not wherewith to effect their deſires : nor meerly by propound- 


ing, moving and- ſtriving, by moral ſuaſions, inſtructions, 
threatnings, and the like; (which are of little avail with a 
dark underſtanding, and fixed enmity, which every natural 
man is acted by:) but by the putting forth of a power invin- 
cible : a, power that will not be ſaid nay ; but what it wills, 
that it will do; what it undertakes, it goes through with, 
Ta do a thing effectually, is to do it perfectly, thoroughly, 
ſucceſsfully : ſo to uſe and apply the means, that the end de- 
ſigned is ſurely brought to paſs; and this notwithſtanding all 
the _ averſeneſs, and repugnancy of the carnal wind 

ainſt it. | 

E might produce inſtances not a few, touching God's e- 
fectual working to bring about things of leſſer moment. How 
unwilling was Moſes to be his meſſenger to Pharaoh (u)! fo 
oppoſite to it, that when he had no farther plea nor excuſa to 
make, he carries it perverſly towards the Lord; * ſend by the 
hand of him whom thou ſhouldeſt ſend, ſays he, (o) : but Goo 
having deſigned him for the work, leaves him not until he had 
won him to it (27). So Pharaoh reſolved he would not let the 

ople go: but, I will ſtretch out my hand (ſays Gop) and 


e ſhall let you go Much more will he make his . 
| or 


(4) Chap. ii. 5. (65 _ viii. 7 
iii. and iv. 


(2) Verſe 18. 


(n) Luke xix. 29, (n) Ex 
(0) Chap. iv. 13. 
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ſoi the ſalvation of his choſen, whom he Iqved from everlaſt- 
ing: and it muſt be ſo done. | 5 
Arg. I. Becauſe otherwiſe, the ele ſhould be in no hetter 
condition than other men; for until converſion, Satan. hath 
as faſt hold of them as of the reſt, Adam's fall was the deviłx 
maſter- piece: to bring men into his own congemnatjon, is 
the trophy he glories in; and being a prince both proud, ſub- 
til and imperious, you may not think he will be baffleq or 
complimented out of his hold: intreaties, menaces, and, force 
of arguments, are of no weight with, him; he laughs at. your | 

ſtrong realons, and counts them but rotten wood; Fe us F 
know, and his fpirit I know 203 but what are theſe? no, this 
kind goes not forth by conſent ; nothing will move him, bue 
that power which heaven and earth dq bow under: he that 
wade him (and be only) can cauſe his {word to approach untq 
him, and take the prey ſrom this terrible one, And for this it 
was, that our Saviour tells the Apoſtles, (when, he ſengs them 
to © turn men from Satan unto Gon)“ that all, power in 
heaven and earth was committed to him (7) 3 and that in this 
power * he will be with them to the end, of the world (6): 
which was indeed, but needful,; for they: had ſurely gone on a 
lleevelels errand, (a weak and, fruitleſs defign) if Chriſt himſelf 
thus impowered had not gone with them. And for the eleQt 
themſelves, they are (qf themſelves) no better diſpoſed to this 
work than, thoſe that never ſhall be wrought upon: they are 
enemies in their minds, darkneſs, dead in fin, and children of 
wrath, even as others:“ and this they are, by, nature: their 
ſtate therefore could not be changed, if à power invincible, 
and invincibly reſolved in what it undertakes, were not engage 
ed in it. Ephraim, though an elect veſſel, yet while in na- 
ture, was of ſo bad a nature, that all moral endeavours were 
loſt upon him, Let meſſengers be ſent to him early and late, 
he pulls away the ſhoulder : the Lord was wroth with kim. ſmote 
him, hid his face from him, he ſtill went on frowardly : ſhew 
him his ſickneſs, ſo that he cannot but ſee, it; and he ſends to 
king Jareb, takes any courſe rather than turn. to, him that 
{mote him (t): take off the yoke from his Jaw, give him, the 
ſcope of his will, and the firſt thing he takes to ſhall be the for- 
bidden fruit: lay meat to his mouth, that which is meat in- 
dced, and he will rather ſtarye than eat; (men left to their 
I own 

(g) Acts xix. 15. (r) Matt, xxviii. 18, 
(-) Matt, xxviii. 20. Luke ix. 1, 60 Hoſ. v. $3. 
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own will, will rather go to hell, than be beholden to free 
grace for falvation.) But, ſays Gop, * Is Ephraim my dear 


jon dn one whom I bought with a price? * Is he a pleaſant / 


child (2) ö whom ] loved from everlaſting : and ſhall I fo loſe 
him? ſhall it be ſaid, that I raiſed up a creature whom J can- 
not rule and bring to my bent? or, that I made him for ſuch 
an end, as that any thing conducible thereto may not be done 
for him? ſhall my will be forced rather than his? mine to de- 
ſtroy him, rather than his to be ſaved? no, I have not done 
all this to loſe him at laſt; nor have I ſuffered thoſe unwor- 
thy repulſes, for want of power to prevent them, but that E- 
phraim might ſee what would become of him if left to the 
conduct of his own will; (free indeed to nothing but his own 
ruin!) and now I will heal him: and the firſt effect of this 
healing, was Ephraim's applying himſelf to God; “ Turn 
thou me, and I ſhall be turned (x).* Thoſe cords of love by 
which the Lord draws men to himfelf, are not love and kind- 
neſs meerly propounded, with fruftrable motives to perſuade 
acceptance, but © divine love ſhed abroad in the heart (y); 
not written with ink (a thing of human compoſition) but by 
the ſpirit and power of Gop. And hence it is that we find 
thoſe imperial terms, I will, and ye ſhall, fo much in uſe about 
this matter. Thus the Lord began with the ſerpent, (which 
was a leading caſe to all that-follows ;) * Tt ſhall bruiſe thine 


head: in which compendious word, the deſtruction of Satan 


and fin, is effectually provided for: and elſewhere he ſpeaks as 
much for quickenit-z the ſoul; „A new heart alſo will ] give 
you, and | will put my ſpirit within you, and cauſe you to 
walk in my ſtatutes; ye ſhall be my people, and I will be your 
God (z); they ſhall return to me with their whole heart (a); 
with many others. The Lord ftill utters himſelf in terms of 
omnipotency, as putting forth an almightineſs of power; which, 
as it needs not, ſo it will not (yea it cannot with a falvo to 
his honour) admit the leaſt dependence upon created power 


to make it ſucceſsful > * His word ſhall not return unto him 


void; it ſhall accompliſh that which he pleaſeth, and proſper 
in the thing whereto he ſends it (5) : he that was dead, comes 
torth at his word, though bound hand and foot (c).“ 

| Arg 


(x) Chap. xxxi. 18. 
(z) Fzek. xxxvi. 25, 27, 28. 
(% Ia. Iv, 11. | 


(u) Jer. xxx1. 20, 

) Rom. v. ;. 
(la) Jer. xxiv. 7. 

) John xi. 44. 
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Arg. II. e is a creation- work; which, though 
done by degrees, muſt be gone through with, and that by him 
who laid the foundation; or all the foregoing parts (as con- 
viction, Cc.) will moulder, and come to nothing. As when 
Adam was to be made, the Lord firſt prepares the earth, then 
moulds it in ſuch a form, and then * breathes into him the 
breath of life u elſe that lump had never been a living ſoul.” 
So in the new creation, the Lord works, and goes on to work, 
and leaves it not, until he hath ſet it going. He doth not only 
cauſe the light to ſhine into darkneſs, but gives, withal, an ſuit- 
able E e (4), u a faculty connatural with the object, 
as without which the darkneſs would never comprehend it (e). 
Ezekiel might have propheſied till doom's-day, ere thoſe dry 
bones would have lived, if the Lord himſelf had not cauſed 
breath to enter into them: and probably, he is called * the fa- 
ther of lights (/), (plural) to denote, that as well the light 
comprehending, (or capacitating our comprehenſion) is from 
Gop, as that to be comprehended (g) : * In his light we ſee 
light (5). _ | Le 
19 Gop's effectual working in this matter, and the 
neceſſity of his ſo working, may alſo be argued from the com- 
mon ſenſe of thoſe already wrought upan, and brought in; by 
whoſe prayers and confeſſions it is evident, that they ſtill needed 
a powerful and effectual influence to carry on the work already 
begun: © Turn thou me, and I ſhall be turned (i); quicken 
us, and we will call upon thee (+); draw me, we will run 
after thee (I); not that we are ſufficient of ourſelves to think 
any thing, but our ſufficiency is of Gop (n); I live, yet not 
I, but Chrift liveth in me; (=) &c.* Hence it readily follows, 
that if thoſe already turned, and made partakers of the divine 
nature; whoſe hearts are fixed in the good ways of Gop, and 
who deſire nothing more than to walk in them; cannot yet 
keep themſelves going, without a continued efficacious influx 
and ſpring from above; much leſs can the natural man, (with- 
out the like ſupernatural and divine efficacy, ) effectually bend 
himſelf to a compliance with them: for, It is an abomina- 
tion to tuols to depart from evil ( M; 8 


Arg. IV. 
(4) 1 John v. 20. (4) Johni. 5. 
/) James i. 17. (2) 2 Cor. iv. 6. 
(-) Pſalm xxxvi. 9 („% Jer. xxxi. 18, 
(4) Pſalm Ixxx. 18. (/. Cant; i. 4, 


(m) 2 Cor. iti 5. () Gal. 11. 20. 
(, Prov. xili. 1, 
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Arg. IV. If the Lord did not work effectually, he {hou 
loſe the hofbur of his werk. If the efficacy of grace ſhould 


effectual by Hine motion or act of the will, which grace is not 
the aathor of) then will nature aſſume the priority; works 
will glory ober grace, and free-will will be ſaid to be bettet 
then free · gtacè; for, that * the leſs is bleſſed of the better, is 
withdat cbntradictio (y): and that that which ſandifies, is 
| rv than that which is ſanctified by it, is ſo obvious, that 
riſt appeals it't6 the reaſon of fools and blind (2). If there- 
fore you will grant, that grace is better than nature ; follow it 
muſt, that the will is bleſſed and ſanctified by grace, namely, 
| by its powerful and effectual operation upon it. And here, in- 
derd, lies the honbur and efficacy of grace; not in a vincible 
mein, exciting, perſuading, or threatening the will to a com- 
liafice ; but in taking off its natural bias, and placing it, is 
t were, on the other fide; working the heart into a kindly 
aprecableneſs with the divine will, which before was To col. 
trary to it: and thus the Lord doth, and thus he will do, 
Whertſvever he will be gracicus ; though never ſo much againſt 
the preſent mind, and natural propenſion of the ſubject: and 
yet, there is no ſuch thing as forcing the will, as ye will ſe 
After wards. | TE: , 

Arg. V. The doctrine of effectual calling is further con- 
Armed from the office of Chriſt as 4 Redeemer ; which was 
not only to purchaſe, but to put us in actual poſſeſſion of the 

o0d things he purchaſed for us. Redemption, forgiveneſs of 
ins, and reconciliation, are relatives, commenſurate, and in- 
ſeparable (r). It is not only a reconcileable ſtate that Re- 
demption puts us into, but a ſtate of actual reconcilement () 
it © aboliſhes the enmity (t), makes an end of fin, and brings in 
everlaſting righteouſneſs (4). On this account our Saviour 
bears that glorious title, ® Thou ſhalt call his name Jeſus; 
for he ſhall! ſave his people from their fins (x) ; and for this 
cauſe was the ſon of Gop manifeſted, that he might wore 
the works of the devil (J).“ Now, of thoſe works, blindnels 


(% Heb vii. 7. (4) Matt. xxiii. 19. 
(7) Ephes. i. 7. Chap. ii. 13, 16. Heb. ii. 17. 
(s) Rom. v. 8,9, 10, Col. i. 20. 21, 22. 

) Ephes. ii. 15, (u) Dan. ix. 24. 
(x) Matt. 1. 21. | O) 1 John iii. 8. 


tiepend bh the human Will ; (that is, if grace ſhould be rendied 
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of mind is the firſt· born, and foſter- mother to all the reſt (a); 
it is that keeps the ſoul in unbelief, as under locks and bars; 
and therefore muſt of neceſſity be diſpelled; which can only 
de done by caufing the true lighe to ſhine effectually: as he 
did the light of this world in the firſt creation, which the 
ſcripture refembles it to (a). Hence thoſe frequent mentions 
of his being ſent © To open the blind eyes (5) ; to give light 
to them that fit in darknefs(c) ; and to bring forth the priſoners 
from the prifon-houſe (d): which may not be valued as things 
in deſign, yet hable to obſtruction; but to be as certainly per- 
formed as that Chriſt ſhould die. In the cviith Pſalm it id 
ſpoken of as done already; * He brought them out of dark- 
neſs and the ſhadow of death, and brake their bands in ſun- 
der (e): and that he fpeaks it of redeemed ones, appears by 
ver. 2, Firſt take them as in darkneſs; and he is fo to give 
them light, as to * guide their feet into the way of peace (f). 
That ſtory of the blind man in Mark, is a pertinent ſhadow of 
it; Chrift ſpits on his eyes, and puts his hands upon him 3 as 
yet he ſaw but darkly, men as trees walking zu. but he puts 
his hands on him again, and diſmiffes him not until he had 
made him fee etearly (g). Then take them as priſoners, and 
ptiſoners in the pit (+); and he that will deliver them, maft 
hot only open the grate, but difarm their guard, knock off 
their. ſhackles, and bring them forth, as the angel did Peter, 
even „ while the keepers ſtood before dhe dovr (i).“ He ſo 
calleth his ſheep, that he * leadeth them out (): and this 
he doth, by the blood of his covenant; it is that makes thoſt 
in the pit to be prifoners of hope (4). And theſe effects as dulyß 
flow from Redemption, as light from the ſun : it is therefore 

expreſly faid, that * the blood of Jeſus Chriſt cleanſeth from 
all ſin (); and thut we are ſanctiſied through the offering of 
his body once for all (+). This gave the Apoſtle to argue fo 
poſitively in Rom. vi. that © if planted together in his death, 
we ſhall be alſo in his reſurrection (o) ;* and to put that em. 


phaſis 
(z) 2 Cor. iv. 4. (a) Ver. 6. 
(4) Ta. xlii. 7. le) Luke i: 79. 
(4) Ifa. xlix. 9. (e) Pſalm̃ cvii. 14. 
(Ff) Lake i. 79. (z) Mark viii. 23, 24, 25. 
% Zech. ix. 11. 600 Ads xi: 6, 7. 
(4) John x. 3. ({/) Zech. ix. 11, 12. 
() John i. 7. - (n) Heb. x. 10 


(e) Rom. vi. 5. 
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phaſis upon it; that * if reconciled to Gop by the death of his 
fon; much more ſhall we be ſaved by his life (). 4. That. ſay- 
ing of Chriſt is much to our purpoſe ; and * other ſheep IL have, 
them alſo muſt I bring, and they ſhall hear my voice (g) : 
this muſt imports a duty not to be diſpenſed with; he had 
received a commandment for it from the father (7): and 
this ſhall that effectual working, whereby he ſubdues al} 
things to himſelf ?“ and whereby they are made to believe (5), 
The ſheep, of themſelves, lie as croſs to this work as other 
men; * what have I to do with thee,” cries the poſſeſſed Ga- 
darene (t)? but being his ſheep, he muſt make them will- 
ing (u). But ſuppoſe they ſtop their ears; then he is to bore 
them; for he received gifts for the rebellious (x).*" Mens 
averſeneſs does not loſe Chriſt his right; nor ſhall it render his 
work ineffectual. For this very end, Gop raiſed him up, 
namely, to bleſs his people in turning them from their ini- 
quities (y); and to give them repentance,” and that ſuch as 
have forgiveneſs of fins annexed to it (z); which alſo he doth 
as a prince, that is, as one inveſted with power to remove 
whatever might lett the effect of his purpoſe : to * him are com- 
mitted the keys of hell and of death (a).* From theſe premi- 
ſes I ſafely conclude, that what Chriſt as a Redeemer came to 
do, that he doth, and will do ; and that none of his work ſhall 
fall to the ground. What he faith in the xviith of John, is 
prophetical of what he will ſay at the latter day; *I have fi- 
niſhed the work which thou gaveſt me ta do; of all that thou 
haft given me, I have loſt nothing; I have manifeſted thy 
name unto the men which thou gaveſt me out of the world; 
[ have given them the words which thou gaveſt me, and 
have received them (5).* More might be added; but by th 

I hope it is evident, that Jeſus Chriſt was not only a Re- 
deemer to pay our ranſom, but the officer appointed of Gon 
to ſet us at liberty, even that glorious liberty of the ſons of 
| Gop: and * this is that pleaſure of the Lord which ſhould 
proſper in his hands (c) ;* as it hath done, and doth, and for 


ever 
(p) Rom. v. q, 10. (4) John x. 16, 
(r) Ver. 18. . | (s) Ephes. i. 19. 
(t) Mark v. 7. («) Pal. cx. 3. 
(x) Pſalm Ixviii. 18. (y) Ads iii. 26. 
) Chap. v. 31. (a) Rev. i. 18. 


7% John xvii. 4, 6, 8. (e Iſa. Iii. 10. 
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one that deſerves ill; and if atherwiſe, it would be but after 


EFFECTUAL CALLING. 195 


ever ſhall : and it is matter of great conſolation to them that 
take hold of his covenant. 
Secondly, All that Gon doth for men, or gives to them, in 
order to their ſalvation, is given and done freely. Now, a 
thing is then ſaid to be thus given or done, when it proceeds 
from the meer will and favour of him that worketh, or 
giveth ; without reſpe& to any thing done or deſerved by the 
receiver: it is a voluntary act; ſuppoſing no obligation in 
him that gives; nor any attractive or obliging virtue in him 
that receives; nor expectation of recompence from him. 
Much need not be ſaid to prove the free-giving of the things 
we are ſpeaking of, did we duly conſider, 1. The ſovereign 
greatneſs of him that gives: it is the © moſt high Gop, 
poſſeſſor of heaven and earth 3 who is infinitely and indepen- 
dently bleſſed in himſelf, and therefore cannot be added unto, 
nor receive from any creature. Who can give to him that gives 
to all their life and breath ?. 2. The ſuper- excellent, unſpeak- 
able worth of the things that are given : the firſt and chief is 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; whoſe dignity was ſuch, that heaven 
and earth were too low a price to ſet them at, eſpecially to be 
given as he was; and in him righteouſneſs and ſtrength, adop- 
tion and reconciliation, grace and glory. 3. The vanity and 
wretchednefs of thoſe on whom they are beſtowed : both ſcrip- 
ture and experience ſpeak nothing of them in their naturals, 
but what beſpeaks a condition every way deplorable, and un- 
capable of yielding motives for ſuch a gift; as is ſhewn be- 
fore. But being ſo greatly in love with ourſclves, and fond 
of our own improvements, and 1a ſtiffly bent to a covenant of 
works ; to help us off thoſe dangerous ſhelves, let -us dwell a 
while on the following arguments. 5 
Arg. J. Is taken from the nature and import of the cove- 
nant of grace. This covenant is that which all profeſſing 
chriſtians profeſs to be ſaved by, however they differ about 
the import and latitude of it. But if we receive the Scriptu- 
ral notion, (which needs muſt be the righteſt) we ſhall find, 
that it is of the very mature and ſubſtance of this covenant to 
give freely and abſolutely ; without conditioning for any thing 
to be done by men, as the ground or motive thereof. All that 
Gop doth for thoſe he will ſave, is for his name's ſake; which 
name is recorded in Exod. xxxiv. 5, 6. The Lord Gon, 
gracious and merciful Sc. To be gracious, is to do well to 


the 
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the covenant of works, or firſt covenant : which yet was not 
faulty or defective in itſelf, for it gave a ſufficiency to obtain 
the benefits propoſed by it; which if they had uſed and im- 
proved as they might, there would not have needed a ſecond, 
But the Lord foreknowing the creature's mutability, and con- 
ſequently what need there would be of another kind of power 
and grace than that Adam was created with, did therefore de- 
termine of a fecond ; which in ſcripture is called, "The ho 

of eternal life, which Gop, who cannot lie, promiſed before 
the world began,” 7z?. i. 2. It is called the covenant of grace, 
not only as deſigning the glory of his grace, in the ſaving of 
men ; but as giving freely, and of meer grace and favour, 
whatever muſt bring about that ſalvation: for where elſe can 
lie the difference between the two covenants ? it cannot be in 
reſpe& of the eaſineſs and difficulty of the duties enjoined; 
for faith and repentance are much more above the compaſs of 
natural power, than to forbear the forbidden tree : but the 
difference lies in this, that the new covenant conſiſts of better 
promiſes; and this betterneſs, in the free, abſolute independent 
engagement of Gop himſelf, to inveſt his covenanted ones 
with all things conducing to the bleſſedneſs held forth; as well 
that to be done on their part, as on his own upon their doing 
of it; that is, plainly, to give to them, and work in them 
whatever in this covenant he requires of them. The lay 
ſhews matter of duty, but gives not whetewith to perform it; 
the covenant of grace does both, by writing the law in the 
heart: and without this, it would ſtill have been but a cove- 
nant of works, be the duties enjoined whatever you will. It 
therefore runs not upon conditional or fallible terms, * will, 
if ye will;“ but abſolute gnd ſovereign, © I will, and ye ſhall 
This covenant does not only give life upon terms of believing; 
but faith alſo and holineſs, as the neceſſary means of attaining 
that life: and this, not upon your ingenuous compliance, (a8 
ſome term it) or better improvement of what you have in 
common with other men, (ſuch allegations the Lord diſallows, 
and often cautions againſt) but of grace. It is a covenant 
made up of promiſes; and promiſe (by ſcripture intendment) 
is always free: both freely made and freely performed, without 
the deſert or procurement of men. Take Iſaac for inſtance: 
Abraham's body was now dead, and for Sarah (beſides her na- 
tural barrenneſs) * it ceaſed to be with her after the manner 


of women,” and yet Sarah ſhall have a ſon (d). But ** 
| e 
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the promiſe had in it (though Abraham and Sarah had not) 
whatever might tend to Iſaac's conception and birth; and for 
this cauſe he was called, *The ſon of the promiſe (e);“ as alſo 
believers are (F) t they are alſo termed, © heirs of promiſe ;* 
Heb. vi. 17. And on this account Chriſt is called the“ pro- 
miſed ſeed z and the holy Ghoſt the * ſpirit of promiſe ;* 


namely, to ſhew the independent freeneſs of thoſe divine gifts; 


the promiſe of ſending them, their actual coming, and effec- 
tual operations, are all free, and free in all reſpets. This 
u dew from the Lord waiteth not for men,” Micah v. 7. 

For further illuſtration the Jews are a pertinent inſtance, 
as ye read in Jeremy (g): they had done nothing but evil 
from their youth up, and were a continual provocation : and 
when ſcattered among the nations, were no. whit bettered ; 
but cauſed even the heathen to blaſpheme : and yet notwith- 
ſtanding all this, the Lord will gather them, and, © give them 
an heart to fear him for ever (5); and this, even while they 
were not moved, * neither could they bluſh (i).“ Fee alſo 
with what inexpreſſible freeneſs of grace the Lord deals with 
them in the xliiid of Iſaiah, I, even I, am he that blotteth 
out thy tranſgreſſion, —and will not remember thy fins (4). 
but what is the introduction to this ſo great a promiſe ? ſee it, 
and wonder at it! * Thou haſt not called upon me, O Jacob, 
but, thou haſt been weary of me, O Iſrael: thou haſt not 
brought me the ſmall cattle of thy burnt-offerings : thou haſt 
bought me no ſweet cane with thy money ; but haſt made me 
to ſerve with thy fins, and wearied me with thine iniqui- 
ties (I): I, even (whoa thou haſt dealt ſo ungratefully with 
and diſingenuouſly, even I) am he that blotteth out thy tranſ- 
greſſions for mine own ſake (m) And this was a great thing 
they looked not for : as, indeed, conſidering themſelves, and 
what their , demeanour had been, they had no reaſon to look 
for it. From all which it is clear, that grace reſpects not the 
worthineſs of men in what it does for them; nay, it muſt re- 


ſpect their unworthineſs rather, as that by which grace is more 


illuſtrated, and the glory thereof more advanced: in that, 
where fin abounded grace did much more abound (n). And 
Paul proclaims it as verified on himſelf; “ I was a blaſphemer, 


1 and 


(4) Gen. xviil. 11, 14. (e) Gal. iv. 23, 28. 


(/) Rom. ii. 8. Gal. iii. 29. (g) ler. xxxii. 30-35. 

(:) Chap. viii. 12. 

(1) Ver. 22, 23, 24. 

(2) Rom, v. 20. ? 


6% Ver. 37—44. 
(&) La. Ixiii. 25. 
(] Ver. 25. 
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and a perſecutor, and injurious : but I obtained mercy; and 
the grace of our Lord was exceeding abundant (o): “ and here- 
upon he falls to adoring that grace; Now to the king eter- 
nal, immortal, inviſible, the only wife Gor, be honour and 
glory for ever and ever, Amen ().“ | 

The riches of 'mercy is made out by“ ſaving the chief of 
fnners, and in * quickening them when dead ():“ and it is 
very 'obfervable, that the apoſtles, whenever they mention the 
grace of Gop in ſaving, quickening, &c. give not the leaft 
intimation of mens worthineſs, preparedneſs, compliance, or 
any fach thitig; but dead in ſins, and quickening, come one 
on the neck of the other, (as light does upon darknefs, which 
in no ſort induces the light, or prepares the dark earth or air 
for it) ts is abufdantly evident in all their epiſtles. And how 
often does the Lord declare againſt all the pretenfions of men, 
as to their activenefs in this matter, in Iſaiah, Jeremy, Eze- 
kiel, Hoſea, &c? and as a bar to thoſe pretenſions, the 
holy people he calls, A people ſought dutz® and proclaims, 
am found of them that ſought me nat. This I -ſhall end 
with'a very obſervable inſtance within my own memory; and 
J bring it not in for proof, but illuftration. I knew a man, 
who ben he came under convictions, endeavoured with all 
his might to ſtifle them: his conviRtibhs gte ſtronger, and 
He hardefied himſelf againſt them: he faw their tendency; 
but was ſo oppofite to it, that he reſdlveil in expreſs terins, he 
would not be a Pufitan whatever came of it. To the church 
he muſt go, his maſter would have it ſo; but this was his 
wont, to loll over the ſeat, with his fingers in both his ears: 
(here general or conditional grace was ſurely 'nonplus'd.) But 
a choſen veſſel muſt hot be ſo loſt: now ſteps in electing grace, 
and by a cafual flip of his elbows, drew out the ſtoppers, and 
ſent in a word from the pulpit, which, like fire from heaven, 
melfed his heart, and caſt it in a new mold. Surely in this 
che Lord did not walt for the man's compliance or improve- 
ments; his 'wbtk was hot originated thenee, nor dependent 
thereon. | TL. | 

Arg. II. If all that pertains to ſalvation were hot given 
freely, falvation itſelf ſhould not be of grace: for “ to him 
that worketh, is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of 
debt (7) : but falvation is of grace, Ephes, ii. 5, By grace 

15 | "Fe 


(e) 1 Tim. i. 13. (p) Ver. 17. 
() "Bphes.'H. 1, 4. . (r) Rom. iv. 4. 
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ze are ſaved. “ And again, ver. 8. By grace ye are ſaved, 
through faith :* where alſo, leſt the adding of faith ſhould o- 
caſion a leſſening of that grace, or ſeem to detrag from, the, 


12% 


freeneſs, of it, he cautiouſty ſubjoins, that this faith is the. 
work of that grace, * not of yourſelves, it is. the gift of * 
For if grace be perfectly free ig chooſing, it muſt be anſwer- 
ably free in giving and *pplying the means to bring about the. 
end it hath, choſen us to: for if the effect of the means ſhould 
depend upon ſomething to be done by men, which grace is 
not the doer of, then works would put in for a ſhare in the 
glory of mens ſalvation; and fo, the grace of Gop would be 
dethroned, and be as if it were not; grace is na more grace, 
as is argued in Rom. xi. 16. was 

Arg, III. Spiritual bleſſings muſt be given freely, and of 
pure grace, becauſe the natural man cannot perform any ſuch, 
act as, might be motive for ſuch a gift. Things materially 
good they may do, as Cain in offering the firſt- fruits; but not 
acceptable, becauſe not done in the due manner, that is, in 
faith; the want of which makes incenſe itſelf ap aboqing- 
tion (s). If without faith it be impofüble to pleaſe Gon, then 
it muſt be impoſſible to do ought before you believe, that may 
move Gop to give you faith. Salvation is promiſed to faith 
remiſſion of fins to repentance, the bleſſed viſion to purity of 
heart: but we find not theſe graces promiſed to, any act or 
qualification inferior to, ar going before the graces themlelyes : 
our © holy calling and the waſhing of regeneration,” we are 
not intitled to by © works gf qur qwn (f). | Io. 

Arg. IV, If any of the requiſites to ſalvation ſhould he 
given upon condition, reaſon would it ſhould be tbat which in 
worth and virtue containeth all the reſt, and without which 
the reſt had never been, or been of none effect, and that is 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; of whom it is ſgid, that * all the ful- 
neſs of the godhead dwells in him bodily (u) ;* and that, 
*out of his fulneſs all grace is received (æ):“ the giving of 
hom was the moſt ſuperlative commendation of Gon's love 
to men (5), and is therefore termed the, or“ that gift f 
Gop (2),% being ſuch a gift as comprehends all others And 
% touching the free and unconditional giying of Chriſt, ſee 
at ancient authentic record in Gen. iii. 15, © It ſnall bruiſe 
8 thy 

() 2 Tim. i. 9. Tit. iii. 5. 

(x) John 1. 16. 

(x) John iv. 10. 


(s) Iſa. i. 13, 14. 
(a) Col. ii. 9. 
) Rom. v. 8. 
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thy head :5 wherein is contained an. abſolute free promiſe to 
ſend the Son of Gop in human fleſh, to be a redeemer. And 


we evidently know, that his aCtual coming and performance / 


thereof, was not ſuſpended on any deſert or worthineſs of men: 
how could it, when after the fall they did not, nor could do 
any thing but what might turn his heart more againſt them! 
for evidence hereof, we need not go out of the context: do 
but obſerve the firſt Adam's carriage, and the manner of it, a 
little before the promiſe was made: firſt, they believe the ſer- 
pent rather than God; then they break the commandment of 
life, when they had neither need nor occaſion ſo to do. This 
done, and finding themſelves loſt, they do not ſo much as ſeek 
after Gop for help, but rather to hide themſelves from him; 
ſo far from confeſſing themſelves faulty, that they charge God 
fooliſhly, and ſhift the blame of their miſcarriage upon him; 
the woman whom thou gaveſt to be with me, ſhe gave me 
of the tree—and the ſerpent (which alſo is a creature of thy 
making) he beguiled meg” &c, Here is nothing in their de. 
portment, that looks like the motive of ſuch a promiſe. But 
though they run from Gop, he will not ſo part with them; 
yea, he follows them, finds them out, and for a door of hope 
freely pronounceth this gracious promiſe, of ſending his Son 
to deſtroy this old ſerpent, the devil; and conſequently the 
ſerpentine nature, that had now inſtilled and mingled itfelf 
with theirs. It is the firſt promulgation of the goſpel, and 
ſpeaks with as much abſoluteneſs as words can expreſs, * it 
ſhall bruiſe thy head.“ This I inſiſt the more upon, becauſe it 
is the firſt that was made in time, and that out of which all 
following promiſes are educed, | 
The intent of this promiſe, was Adam's recovery and com- 
fort; who, doubtleſs, at this time, was in a very diſconſolate 
condition; as lying under a freſh ſenſe of the happineſs he 
had loſt, and the woful eſtate he was now plunged into; and 
therefore it was neceſſary, (if Adam ſhall have comfort by it) 
that the terms thereof be altogether free and abſolute : for, 
ſuppoſe them to be conditional, as, namely, if Adam fhal 
now repent and convert himſelf ; if he ſhall better improve! 
ſecond ſtock, (or rather, the cankered remnant of that he had 
at firſt ;) my Son then ſhall come into this lower world, to fil 
that enemy and avenger : his life ſhall go for thy life; I wil 
be friends with thee, and reſtore thee to thy former ſtate, Al 
this, and more of this kind, had yielded but little _— W 
| | * 
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hope to a guilty and defiled conſcience, who found himſelf 
not only naked, and wholly bereft of his primitive righteouſ- 
neſs; but at enmity with his creator, and a bond-ſlave to Sa- 
tan: for, ſuch reaſonings as theſe would have broke in like a 
flood, to bear down and ſtifle all hopes of future ſucceſs ; 
namely, if when I was in ſo bleſſed a ſtate, and endued with 
power to keep it, upon fo ſlight a temptation I yielded and 
fell; how ſhould | riſe now I am down, and my ſtrength is 
gone? if when J had freedom of will and ſtood upright, I fo 
eaſily warped into crooked paths; how can I hope to return, 
and do better, now my will is ſo perverted, and bent to a con- 
trary courſe ? if whilſt I had eyes in my head, and ſaw thin 
with clearneſs, I yet loſt my way and wandred ; how ſhould I 
think to recover it, being now both ſadly bewildred, and my 
eyes put out ? how ſhould I bring a clean thing out of an un- 
clean, who kept not my heart clean when it was ſo? how 
ſhould I gain more with fewer talents, who ran myſelf out of 
all when I had abundantly more ? Grapes will not grow upon 
thorns, nor figs on thiſtles: nay, were my primitive ſtate re- 
itored to me on the former terms; I could not expect to keep 
it, having this woful experience of ſo cauſeleſs and dreadful 
apoſtaſy, &c, | P 

It was therefore importantly neceſſary, that this firſt pro- 
miſe, made upon ſo great and ſolemn an occaſion, and bear- 
ing in it all the hopes and comforts of Gop's people to eter- 
nity, ſhould be thoroughly free and abſolute, and not depend, 
in the Jeaſt, upon any good thing to be done by men, as the 
condition of it. And if Chriſt be given freely there is good 
ground of arguing thence, the free giving of leſſer things: for, 
he that ſpared not his Son, how ſhall he not with him freel 
give us all things (a)? Is not the life more than meat (5) ?* 
is not Chriſt more than faith and all grace? has Gop given 
us the fleſh of his Son, which is meat indeed; and will he not 
reſtore our withered hand to receive it? it cannot be; eſpe- 
cially conſidering, that this may be done with a word; and 
without this the other would be loſt, and as water ſpilt on the 
ground. But though this promiſe of Chriſt be virtually a - 
promile of all grace; yet, becauſe of our ſlowneſs of heart to 
believe, and to win us off from our legalizing notions, the 
Lord condeſcends to gratify his people in words as well as 
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ſubſtance: and therefore, 


| O 4 


(a) Rom. vii. 32. 


Arg. V. 
(5) Matt. vi. 25. 
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Arg. V. To make it expreſsly evident, that all. fpiriteal 
bleffings are perfectly free; he hath put them al} into abſolute 
promiſes. Not that all promifes run in that tenor: many of 
them have conditions annexed ; which alfo (in their place) 
have a very ſignificant uſefulneſs : 1. As proofs of our willing 
ſubjection to Gop (c). 2. As dwectives by what mediums 
we muſt get to the bleſſedneſs deſigned us (4); and how qua- 
hfied for the enjoyment of it (e). 3. As marks and evidences 
of our being in the way to it, and of thoſe to whom it doth 
belong (FJ). But this annexion of condition does not imply 
4 power in men to perform them; though performed they muſt 
be, before we come to the promiſed reward; nor does the effect 
of thoſe promiſes depend upon any act to be done by us, which 
ſome other promiſe doth not provide us with. But, that great 
fundamental promiſe, on which is founded our hopes of eter- 
nal lite, was abſolute; it was * piven before the world (g). 
Though clearly conditional to him with whom the compact 
was made; yet perfectly free and abſolute to us; and there- 
fore the adding of conditions to after-promiſes, may not be 
taken as invalidating that firſt promiſe, or as a defeazance to 
it. It is a ſcripture maxim, that “ the covenant which was 
before confirmed of Gop in Chriſt, the law (which was four 
hundred and thirty years after) cannot difannu]-; that it ſhould 
make the promiſe of none effect (). The like may be ſaid 
of promiſes made in time; namely, that the conditionality of d 
ſome, does not make void the abſoluteneſs of others. As the 
law was to Chriſt, ſuch are conditional promiſes to the abſo- et 
Jute ; they ſhew what we ſhould be and do; and, by conſe- th 
quence, that we can neither be nor. do as we ſhould; and 


3 ww a3n,Q,qH 


thence infer to us, the neceflity of divine grace to undertake 91 

for us; and then indeed, and not till then, is the freeneſs of ra 
grace adorable, which promiſeth help in terms of an abſolute 

tenor. And accordingly we find, that whatever is in one er 

ſcripture made the condition of acceptance with Gon, and 0 


eternal life, in other ſcriptures thoſe very conditions are pro- 
miſed without condition: ſome of which we have a proſpect 
of in the following balance, which being that of the ſanQuary, 
may well be allowed to caſt it: nor would it be once debated, 
if men knew their intereſt ; for, intereſt will not lie. 
| | Conditional 
(e) Gen. xxii. 12. (4) John iii. 16. and xiv. 6. 
te) Matt. v. 8. 2 Cor. vii. 1. (7) Mark wi. 10. Rom. vill. l. 
John x. 9. (g) Tit. i, 2. (+) Gal. iii. 17% e 
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Conditional Prami ſas. 


» Waſh ye, make you cles; : 


ceaſe io do evil; learn to de 
well: come now, and let us 
reaſon together; and though 
our ſins be as ſcarlet, they 
{hal} be white as fnow (i). 


Repent and turn; fo iniqui- 
ty ſhall not be your zuin (); 

Make you a new heart, and 
2 new ſpirit (a). 


Hear, and your ſoul ſhall. 


If thou ſhalt ſeek the 
Gop, thou fhalt 


live (9). 
Lord thy 


find him, if thou ſeek him 


with thy whole heart (7). 


Then ſhall we know, if we 
follow on to know the Lord 
x), 
| Crecumeite therefore the 
fore-ſkin of your heart (z). 
Return, O backſliding chil- 
dren (6). 
If ye be willing and obedi- 


ent, ye ſhall eat the good of ing (e). 


the land (d). 

I will yet for this be en- 
quired of by the houſe of If. 
rael (g). 

He that endureth unto the 


end, the ſame: ſhall be ſaved me (I). 


(0. | 
(i) Iſa. i. 16—18. 


(m) Ezek. xvili. 30. 


(s) Deut. xxx, 8. 


(0 Ezek. xxxvi. 25. 
(») Chap. xi. 19. 
(?) Ezek. xxxvi. 26. (g) Ia. lv. 3 

(t) Jer. xxiv. 7. 
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Then will I fprinkle clean 
water upon you, and ye ſhall 
be clean: from all your filthi- 
nefs will I cleanfe yau (+), 
I will forgive your iniquity 3 
and your fin I will remember 
no more (4). 

| wil! put a new foirit with 
in you (u). A new heart alfa 
wil] I give you; and a new ſpi- 
rit will I put within you (). 

Thou ſhait return, a 
obty the voice of the Lord 
(s). They ſhall return unto 
me with their whole heart (1). 
am found of them that 
ſought me not (2). 

Thou fhalt call me, 
father, * ſhalt not turn 
from me (y 

The — thy Gop wilt cir- 
cumciſe thine heart (a). 

I will heal their backflid- 
ings (c). 

Thy people ſhall be will- 
I wiil cauſe you to 

walk in my ſtatutes (J). 

Iwill pour upon the houſe 
of David, the ſpirit of grace 
and ſupplications {þ), | 

They ſhall not depart from 
Who ſhalt confirm 
you unto the end J). FO 

Ten 


(/) Jer. xxxi. 34. 
(o) Pzek. xviii. 31. 
(r) Deut iv. 29. 
(u) Iſa. Ixv. 1. 


(x) Hol. vi. 3. ( y) Jer. iii. 19. „(x) Deut x. 16. | 
(a) Deut. xxx. 6. (0 Jer. iii 14. (e) Hol. xiv. 4. 
(4) Ia. i. 19. le) Pfal. cx. 3. J Ezek. xxxvi. 27. 


Phil. ii. 13. 


(e) Ezek. xxxvi. 37. 


(Zech. xii. 10, 


(i) Matt. xxiv. 13. (I) Jer. xxxii- 40. (/) 1 Cor. i. 8. Jer. iii. 10, 
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Theſe are ſome of thoſe many“ exceeding great and pre. 
cious promiſes, by which we are made partakers of the divine 
nature (n) : and if duly confidered, would much conduce to 
eſtabliſh the preſent truth, which affirms the abſolute free 
giving of © all things pertaining to life and godlineſs (n) zu 
and this nothing more plainly contradicts, than to make the 
diſpenſements of grace to depend on the wills and improve- 
ments of natural man: to exclude which, is a principal ſcope 
of abſolute promiſes, © that no fleſh ſhould glory in his pre- 
ſence (o); ſince it is Gop that worketh all in all, both to will 
and to do; and that of his own good pleaſure ()“ | 

There are yet divers things alledged againſt this doctrine; 
which the holy ſcriptures, with reaſons drawn from thence 
and ſanctified experience, do afford a plentiful bar and an- 


ſwer to: and this ſervice they have done us, to bring ſome 
things to mind (before omitted) which may prove to the fur- 
ther clearing and confirmation of the truth. . | 


Obj. All men univerſally, (others as well as thoſe you call 
the elect) are endued with means ſufficient for ſalvation. 
Anſw. It ſhall be far from us to leſſen the means afforded to 
any; or their fin in not living up to what they have: they 
have all means to be better than they are; and yet we cannot 
aſſent, that all men now (ſince the fall) have the ſufficiency 
alledged : for, of all the reſt, the name of Chriſt, and faith in 
him, muſt not be excluded ; but theſe all men have not. In 
a great part of the world Chriſt is not ſo much as named, and 
„* how ſhall they believe in him of whom they have not 
heard ()?“ and where the goſpel is, all men have not 


faith (r).“ For men to believe (or fancy rather) that ſome ex- 


cellent perſon hath interpoſed an atonement, to keep off ven- 
geance from ſinful men, (as ſome ſpeak) is not-to believe on 


the name of the ſon of Gop, but rather to erect an altar to an 


unknown deity, and to worſhip they know not what. Our 
Saviour tells the Jews, {who knew that Meſſiah cometh) * it 
ye believe not that I am he, ye ſhall die in your fins (5). “ For 
other reaſons alſo, we cannot admit the objeꝗdion. 1, Becauſe 
it fets man in the ſame ſtate now as before the fall; then, in- 
deed, they had a ſufficiency to retain their preſent ſtate ; but 


evg 
(m) 2 Pet. i. 4. „ 
(0} 1 Cor. i. 29. Cort. xii. 6. Phil. 2. 13. 
() Rom. x. 14. (r) 2 1 hels. iii. 2. 


) John viii. 24. 
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ever ſince, all are born children of wrath and enemies to Gop. 
2. Becauſe the objection, while it ſeems to magnify common 
race, it nullifies the ſpecial; as if Gop no more regarded his 
own elect, than other men. 3. Becauſe it lays a foundation 
for ſelf boaſting : for, if all have but the ſame means given 
from above; the betterneſs of any muſt be from themſelves ; 
men muſt -make themſelves to differ ; z which is contrary to all 
reaſon, ſince the ſame means can have but the ſame effect 
upon ſubjects alike qualified. 4. Becauſe the ſcripture ſpeaks 
expreſsly the contrary ; and that of thoſe who: had the likeſieſt 
ſufficiency of any others; and yet they * could not believe (t): 
and of believers themſelves, that * they cannot think (a) : 
and of Chriſt's own diſciples, (who, of all believers had the 
higheſt means ;) that © without him they can do nothing (x) :* 
and if ſuch as theſe can neither do, nor think, where is the 
{ufficiency boaſted of? you ſay, they have power to believe, if 
they will: not ſo, but if they will, they have power. Power 
and will, in this matter, are the ſame thing variouſly expreſſed: 
it is common to ſay we cannot, when nothing is wanting but 
will, And, for power to will, (if ſuch a thing could be) with- 
out a will to put that power into act; it would ſignify no 
more than an arm without ſtrength ; (which makes a ſhew, 


but can do nothing) like the feet and ankle- bones of him that 


was born a cripple. But is not that a deplorable kind of 
ſufficiency, which leaves © without hope, and without Gop in 
the world ( y) ?® and yet ſuch.is the ſtate of a very great part 
of mankind. You will ſay, perhaps, they had a ſufficiency, 
but by miſuſage they loſt it: and can there be a more palpa- 
ie inſtance of a thing's inſufficiency, than its inability to pre- 
ſerve itſelf; and the general ſuccelsfulneſs of it? but means, 
may be proper enough, and in their kind ſufficient, towards 
the production of ſuch an event, and yet that event never 
ſucceed, for want of ſomething elſe which alſo was requiſite 
for it, Some of the Jews, by the evident teſtimonies of 

Chriſt's divinity, were convinced that he was the Mcſliah 
but it came not up to a perfect work; * they did not confeſs 
him (z) z and this becauſe © the arm of the Lord was not re- 
vealed to them (a); that is, as Moſes ſpeaks, © the Lord had 
not 


(:) John xii. 39. 
(x) John xv. 5. 
(z) John xii. 42. 


(a) 2 Cor, i lit. 5. 
] Ephes. ii. 12. 
{a) Ia, lui. 1. 


206 APRACTICAL DISCOURSE OF 


not given them an heart to underſtand. (50. Planting and 
watering are proper, and fufficient in their king, as means and 
ſecondary cauſes; but nothing as to increaſe, witbqyt a bleſs. | 
ing from Gon. Who could reaſon more ſtrongly than Paul? 
or ſpeak more eloquently than Apollos? and yet the ſucceſs of 
their miniſtry was, as GoD gave to every man (c): it ig 
Gop that worketh both will and deed (d): it is he that 
openeth the ear to diſcipline (e), and ſealeth inſtruction (F) 
when his hand is ſet to, then it is authentic and powerful, and 
not before. Of this, thoſe ancient Jews are a downright in- 
ſtance: they had means of being. purged, and yet were not 
purged (g): but afterwards, the Lord takes the work into hig 
own hand; © I will ſprinkle clean water upon you, and ye 
ſhall be clean; from all your filthineſs, and from all your 
idols will I cleanſe you; a new heart alſo will I give you, and 
cauſe you to walk in my ſtatutes (6),:5* by which it appears, 
that the Lord will not only afford them means, as afore-time, 
and leave the improvement thereof to themſelves ; for that 
he ſaw would not do : but now, he will take the whole upon 
himſelf : not to exempt-them from their duty, but enable 
them for it; adding alſo his own divine pawer. to make the 
means effectual: as is plainly implied in that of the prophet 
Jeremy, * I will bring it health and cure, and I will cure 
them (i) y that is, he would give them an honeſt and good 
heart, which © ſhall bring forth fruit to perfection (4).% Thele 
are the, means proper and ſufficient for ſalvation ; and. leſs 
than this will not do. | ft: 6 
Obj. They have as full a ſufficiency as is meet and juſt for 
(30D to give. | gs | 1 
Anſ. 1. Is it meet and juſt to do good ? why not then the 
chieſeſt good that men are capable of, which is, to have their 
hearts perfectly turned to (30D, and united to him for ever? 
2. The objection attributes more to man, in the buſineſs of 
his ſalvation, than to Gp: ſor; if all that Gop can juſtly or 
meetly do in order thereto, will not ſave him, without ſome- 
thing done by himſelf, which Gop is not the doer. of; then 
man will be reckoned chief agent in the work, and fo, * the 


1 8X 
() Deut. xxix. 4. (c) 1 Cor. iii. 5. 
(d) Phil. ii. 13. (e) Job xxxvi. 10. 
(/) Chap. xxiii. 16. (2) Ezek. xxiv. 13. 


6% Ezck. xxxvi. 25—28. (?) Jer. xxxiii. 6. 
% Luke vill. 15, 


EFFECTUAL CALLING, + 20% 


ax will boaſt itſelf againſt him that handles it (/).% ' Suppoſe a 
plaiſter or medicine to be made of twenty ingredients, and 
one of them to be of that ſovereign virtue, as to influence all 
the reſt ; all which, if that be wanting, will but ulcerate the 
wound, of heighten the diſtemper ; that one muſt be counted 
the principal, 3. It is not to be ſuppoſed, that the great and 
only wiſe Gop would ſet up a creature whoſe will he cannot 
juſtly and meetly over-rule, eſpecially in things requiſite to the 
very end for which he was made: nor, that he ſhould make 
him for ſuch an end, as that any thing conducible thereto 
may not. meetiy and juſtly be done, in order to its accompliſh- 
ment. 4+ It would not anſwer the end of Chriſt's receiving 
gifts for men; yea, for the rebellious, to bring in whom, all 
power was given to him. Suppoſe a general ſhould take in 
the leſſer forts of a revolted city; but leave the fort royal, 
which comtnands all the reſt, in the enemy's hand: ſhall he 
tell his prince, they would not yield, and that, being men of 
eaſon, he thought it not fair to force them? would this be a 
fair account of bis expedition? I tro not; for it would be to 
ſay, in effect, that he did not reduce them, becauſe they were 
rebels. 5. It cannot be righteous ar meet for men to affirm, 
nor for the honour of ſovereign majeſty to admit, that the 
creature's will ſhould limit, divert or fruſtrate, the will and in- 
tent of the crEhtor. Shall it be at the will of one poſſeſſed, 
whether or no the devil ſhall be caſt out? ſhall every baſe and 
pitiful luſt have a negative vote to that which has paſſed the 
Trinity's fiat ? it was;religiouſly ſaid of one, I will not have 
bim for my Gop, that hath not power over my will.” And 
laſtly, ſuppoſe a man crazed in his head; and you intend him 
an honour or offide, Which he never will be capable of with- 
out the full uſe of his reaſon; is it not meeter, and doth it not 
argue an higher degree of love, prudence and juſtice, to cure 
his diſterffper, though in a way contrary to his preſent mind, 
than to wait his cotaplying with your preſcriptions, which (as 
he is) he will never underſtand? and what hinders, but that 
Gop may do fo by his people; even give them an heart to 
know him, and to fear him forever, fave only that this boggy 
principle of human liberty will not comport with it:? 

Obj But if a ſufficiency of means to repent and believe be 
not afforded 40 all, how ſhall Gop be juſt in puniſhing for 
negleCts ? | | | 


iAnſw. 
(/) Ifa. x. 15, 
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Anſw. The juſtice of God will not need our ſalving, eſpe: 
cially by, a balm of our making: whether he judge or juſtify, 
he is juſt in what he doth, though purblind reaſon ſees not 

how. His judgments are a great deep; not to be fathomed 
by human comprehenfion. In ſounding at fea, will it follow 
that there is no bottom, becauſe your line will not reach it? 
Gop dealt not fo (in reſpect of means) with any nation as 
with Iſrael, and the men going with Paul to Damaſcus, the 
Lord would not give them to ſce his face, nor to hear his 
voice; both which he vouchſafed to Paul, and yet he needs no 
vindication or apology for puniſhing their unbelief : * the 
that have ſinned without law, ſhall periſh without law,“ Rom, 
ii. 12, Beſides, men are juſtly obnoxious to puniſhment, for 
neglecting or not improving the means they have; albeit 
thoſe means, when made the beſt of, that nature can, will not 
ſave them: they are puniſhable for not feeding and not cloth- 
ing: and yet, by doing theſe, men are not juſtified. The 
leaſt tranſgreſſion lays open to wrath; and we cannot, by 
keeping ſome. commands, compenſate the breach of others, 

Obj. Where it is ſaid, I will write my law in their hearts: 
and cauſe them to walk in my ſtatutes,” c. There is no more 
intended by it, but the giving of things or means proper to 
ſuch an end, . 124 5 

Anſw. If one obliged to ſave your life, ſhould thus expound 
his engagement, you would not think it good payment, nor 
that he had dealt faithfully wich you. The ſenſe objected 
cannot be the mind and limit of that moſt gracious promiſe: 
for, 1. The promiſe muſt be as broad and large as the precept: 
it would elſe be too ſhort to repoſe our confidence in. If then, 
the precept intends as much as the words of it do literally im- 
port, then alſo doth the promiſe : but the precept not only re- 
quires 2 uſing the means that tend to the duty enjoined, but 
the perfect, effectual performance of the duty itſelf, both as to 
matter and form; therefore doth likewiſe the promiſe : and 
then it will follow, that to write the law in the heart, and 
cauſe us to walk, Fc. is more than a means: it is the thing 
itſelf. 2. That doctrine is hardly beſtead, and not much to 
be credited; which, for its ſupport, muſt put ſuch a conſtrue- 
tion on the higheſt and moſt abſolute promiſes that Gop hath 
made, as would render them weak and fruitleſs things. 

2. Where God hath abſolutely ſaid, that ſuch a thing he will 
do; for men to put in conditions ot limitations, is to raze or 
interline 


and 
ani 
thing 
ch to 
truc- 
hath 
ings, 
2 will 


Ze or 
erline 
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interline a record; which is a felonious act: and how he will 
deal with thoſe who add to, or take from, the words of his 
prophecy, you have recorded in the laſt chapter of his book: 
(it is ill trifling with ſacred things.) 4. A phyſician that un- 
dertakes to cure a man of his phrenzy, and to keep him in his 
right mind, is not ſaid to have done his work, or made good 
his word (whatever means have been applied to him) if the 
patient continue his former diſtraction, or relapſe into it, 
5. There is no need or reaſon, why the Lord ſhould promiſe, 
or make ſhew of promiſing, more than he intends to perform: 
(for that would be as a broken ſtaff:) or, why he ſhould ex- 
preſs himſelf in terms of a fuller or more abſolute engagement, 
than might in all points conſiſt with his wiſdom, juſtice, holi- 
neſs, &c, 6. Laſtly, the objection is further excepted againſt 
and rejected, not only as it makes man the chief agent in his 
own ſalvation ; but as denying that Gop doth any thing more 
for them that are ſaved, than for them that periſh. If men 
make themſelves to differ, the goſpel-deſign of magnifying 
grace, is daſhed at once. And truly, it is matter both of won- 
der and grief, to ſee how induſtriouſly witty ſome men are to 
enervate the promiſes of Gop; as if they could not accept of 
ſalvation, unleſs their own wills may ftand partners with his 
race, | 
a Obj. But is it not ſaid, * to him that hath ſhall be 
given (a) b that is, he that uſes common grace well, ſhall 
have ſpecial ? | | 
Anlw. 1. If that gracious promiſe of writing the law in 
our hearts, intend only the affording of means, (which is but 
common grace) where ſhall we find a promiſe of the ſpecial ?' 
the well uſing of common grace, is indeed a duty incumbent 
upon all; but is no way meriting, or moving Gon to beſtow 
the ſpecial : he is above all human motives; and is not 
wrought upon. by them, as men are, This is ſeen by Paul, 
whom ſpecial grace took hold upon, even while in the heat of 
miſuſing that which is common: there was no ſpace of time 
between his being a perſecutor, and his obtaining mercy (C). 


2. What proportion is there, in value, between a handful of 


clay and a talent of gold? infinitely more is the diſproportion 
between the grace of faith, and all that a natural man can do 
for the obtaining of it: * they that are in the fleſh cannot 

pleaſe 


(a) Matt. xxv. 29. (5) 1 Tim. i. 13 wich Acts ix. 4, 3. 6. 
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pleaſe Gop (e). * 3. Whatſoever is not of faith, is fin ; but f 
man's fin cannot be a motive for his good: to plead your im- 


13 is to make your filthy rags an argument why Go 


ould accept you. Remember the condition he was in, that 
proffered money for the gift of the holy Ghoſt (d): improve. 
ments for faith is no better. 4. It would not become the 
wiſdom, power, or grace of Gop, to build on a foundation 
made ready to his hand: he needs it not, nor will it fort with 
his deſign; which is to have his grace acknowledged the 
alpha and omega of men's ſalvation. Laſtly, a will to improve, 


is as much from Gop as the thing to be improved: * a man 


can receive nothing, exTept it be given him from above (e):# 
the thing given, and power to receive or improve it, are both 
from thence : and things from above are not fetched down by 
men; but they come down when and upon whom the“ father 
of lights pleaſeth (/). * | 
Obj. Men are commanded to make them * a new heart (g);® 
which muſt imply an ability ſo to do: for how can it be juſt 
* things impoſſible; and that under ſo ſevere a pe- 
nalty ? 4 
Anſw. Whatever is implied in the command, ſuch allega- 
tions do ſurely imply, that the framers of them are much un- 
acquainted with the ſcriptures, or extremely raſh in drawing 
concluſions from them. There are reaſons enough and holy 
ends, which do juſtly warrant ſuch commands, without ſup- 
poſing thoſe to whom they are given, able now to perform 
them : as, 1. Perhaps the Lord ſpeaks it ironically ; deriding 
their vain confidence, as Elijah did the priefts of Baal, when 
he bids them, © Cry aloud, for he is a Gop (%) :* will you 
hence infer, that Baal was a God? or, that idols can ſhew 
things to come, becauſe the Lord bids them do it, thereby to 
evidence their godhead (i)? or, that Adam had advantaged 
himſelf by his fall, becauſe the Lord fays, * the man is become 
like one of us (I) ?* the like form of tpeech is ſometime uſed 
concerning Babylon; * Take balm for her pain, if ſo be ſhe 
may be healed zu even then when * his device was to deftroy 
her (J. So here, as upbraiding thoſe carnal Jews with their 


| fond 
( Rom. viii. 8. (4) Acts viii. 18, 19. 8 
le) Job iii. 27. (/) Jam. i. 17. 
(g) Ezek. xviii. 31. I Kings xviii. 27. 
(1) Iſa. xli. 23. (4) Gen. ni. 22 


(/) Jer. li. 8. with Chap. I. 
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fond opinion of ſelf-ſufficiency, freedom: of will, and power to 
do great matters; „ make you a new heart, for why will ye 
die Fo 6. d. *%. You know that the end of theſe things is death: 
you pretend to an high pitch of ability, that men may be good 
if they will, and turn when they pleaſe, and yet yon go on in 
an evil way: if ye can make you a new heatt, do it; why 
will ye, by neglecting ſo: eaſy a matter, fall under a ſentence 
of death?“ 2. To let men know GoD hath not loſt his right 
of commanding, though they have loſt their power of obey- 
ing; time was when they had it, and power to keep it; but 
having loſt it, God is not bound to reſtore it, nor unjuſt in 
puniſhing thoſe neglects which ariſe from thg. want of it. It 
is man's duty to ſeek after Gop, though it be a peradventure 
whether they ſhall find him or not (m). # Hereby to con- 
vince them, what was that one thing, neceſlary, namely, the 
change of heart; as without which, all labour is ſpent in vain 
upon them; as in the parable of the ſower. The root muſt 
be holy before the fruit; grapes will not grow upon thorns ; 
nor the ſtony, thorny, or highway ground bring forth to per- 
ſection (n): when Ephraim was turned, then he repented, 
and not before (o). 4. That being convinced of the neceſlity 
of ſuch a change, and finding their own endeavours wholly in- 
effectual, as Paul did (); they might ſee allo the neceſſity 
of free grace and of the divine power to do it for them, and 
lo have their eyes turned off from themſelves, and drawn thi- 
therwards, even. towards thoſe hills of firength, which the 
church had an eye to when they prayed, turn thou me and I 
ſhall be turned (). 5. If the giving a command from Gop 
infers in men a power to obey ; then it will follow, that men 
have a power to keep the whole law, and that without turn- 


ing aſide to the right hand or to the left ; and to make them- 


elves holy, as God is holy; for theſe he commanded (r). 
But, 6. That the Lord intends not ſuch a concluſion ſhould 
be made -upon his command, appears fram the xviith of Fer. ver. 
1. u The fin of Judah is written with a pen of iron, and with 
the point of a. diamond graven on the table of their heart; 
that is, ſo as not to be blotted out by human wit or ſtrength : 
and therefore, 7. He tells them expreſsly, it is as impoſiible for 


tiem to make themſelves a new heart, “ as for the Ethiopian 
| . to 


lex) Luke ili 12-15, © 
(% Rom. vii. 8, 9, 23. 
(7) Deut. v. 32, 33. 2 Pet. i. 15. 


kh. 
n) AQs xvii. 27. 
(o) Jer. xxxi. 10. 
7 Jer. xxxi. 18. 
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to change his ſkin (3): for who can bring a clean thing out of 


an unclean (:)? they that ſanctify themſelves, and they that 


offer ſwines fleſh, oo both be conſumed together," Ya. hi 
17. 
Obj. Why. then are men enjoined attendance on the mean, 


ir there be ſo little in them ? 


Anſw. If there were no other reaſon or end, this were 


enough, that Gon had commanded it; chat binds us to uſe 
the means, though not the means to effect the thing it is uſed 
for ;| nor is the means ſo much to be conſidered, as 'Gow's in. 


ſtitution and appointment; nor the uſe thereof to be reſted on, 
but the grace and power of Gop giving influence thereto; 
who himſelf is not bound to means or method: originally he 


is found in his on way, and out of it we are not to ook for 
: Man." -- - 


Obj. But t to what end i is the goſpel preached in terms uni- 


1 and univerſally to all, if ſome particular and determi- 
nate perſons only can receive it? 


Anſw. The counſel of Gop concerning EleQion is ſecret: 


the miniſter knows not who are the objects of it; and. there- 


fore muſt preach to all, according to his commiſſion, The 
Lord deals in this, as in the matter of lots: Saul was fore-ap- 
pointed to be king; yet all Iſrael muſt come together, and 
lots muſt be caſt on the whole nation, as if the perſon were 
yet undeſigned (a). The falling of the lot was wholly con- 
tingent, as to men: another might have been taken as well u 
he it fell upon : but the Lord Giſpoſed | it, and caſts it on the 
right perſon (x). So touching the poipel, it is ſent to a place 
where (perhaps) but one, or very few elect perſons are, and 


thoſe os ſhall be taken by it, and yet it muſt be publiſhed to 


city promiſcuouſly ; but the holy Ghoſt, #© who 


the wh 

| weg deep things of God, brings it to the hearts of 
thoſe fe whom it is prepared, and there it fixeth: which the 

4 Jailor, Lydia, and other examples make evident. 


Man is a rational creature, and accordingly to be pro- 
wich: but this way arid manner of converſion deſtroys 


_ all freedom. of will ; __ __ converſion a compulior 
a — | 5 


175 Anſy, 
60 Jer xii. Lis | (2) Job xiv. 4. 
l) 1 Sam. ix. 16. with Chap. x. 20, 21. 

65 Prov. xvi: 33. 


are convinced of the goodneſs, neceſſity, or exped 
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Anſw. The will cannot be forced: the man may be forced 
to act againſt his will, but not to will againſt his will: or, 
he may will that to day, which yeſterday be willed not: but 
this change is ſo far from being an infringement, that it is ra- 
thet an effect and demonſtration of his freedom. There are 
three ſorts of compulſion, violent, natural and rational. 1. 


Violent; when a man is conftrained to do that which his will 
is 6ppoſite to: thus the Iſraelites, to ſerve the Egyptians, and 


go into captivity : ſo alſo Paul and other ſaints are led captive 
to that they would not (5): but the will in converſion comes 


not under this kind of conſtraint, nor any thing like it. 2. 


There is a natural compulſion : thus men and other creatures 
are compelled to eat, drink, ſteep, and breathe z there needs 
no violent hand to impoſe it, nor arguments to perſuade to it ; 
they do it by inſtinct, which Gop hath endued them with for 
their own conſervation: this kind of compulſion is proper to 
the foul converted, in reference to a ſpiritual life and actions. 
3. There is alſo a rational compulſion, which is neareſt the 
caſe in hand: this is when the underſtanding and judgment 
7 tency of a 
thing; which before he judged” otherwiſe of. For this, ſee 
the prodigal's reaſons for returning to his father (z), and the 
lepers for going to the Syrians camp (a): their reaſon told 
them, it was better to go where there was hope, than tarry 
where there was none. See alſo the arguments for the ſaints 
living to Chriſt; the love of Chriſt conſtrains them; they 
cannot but ſo judge, namely, that if Chriſt died for them, 
they are bound to live to him (5); yet no breach of their li- 
berty, albeit that othet while they were otherwiſe minded. 

The firſt of theſe, namely, that which is violent, our doc- 
trine hath nothing to do with it is true, there is a drawing 


in converſion ;' and there would be no converſion without it ; 


* no man can come to Chriſt except he be drawn (c) ** 
which drawing implies an averſeneſs, or at leaſt a diſability in 
him that is drawn; and-conſequently, a kind of force or ex- 


trinſical power put forth upon him. But let me ſay, it is ſuch 


a force, as the enlightened ſoul moſt gladly ſubjects itſelf unto, 

and would not be from under the power and bleſſed influence 

of it for a world. Let it therefore be obſerved how the father 
BE GEES T 2: EO OS 

(2) Luke xv. 17. 

(6) 2 Cor. v. 14. 


(y) Rom. vii. o. 
(a) 2-Kings vii. 3. 4. 
e) John M 44. 
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draws: it is in the moſt genuine and kindly way that cart be 
conceived : he draws by teaching (4): not as Gideon taught 
the men of Succoth (e); nor as the taſł - maſters drew the peo» 
le to their burdens (J): but as Jacob was drawn into 
gypt; who need not be forced to diſlodge and remove his 
tent, when he found himſelf ſurrounded with famine; and 


heard there was corn in Egypt; that the king had fent wag- 


gons for him, and proviſions for the way; telling him withal, 
that the good of all the land was before him ; eſpecially con- 
ſidering that his beloved Joſeph was there alive, and in greateſt 
honour, ready to receive him (g). In like manner, when the 
ſoul hath a ſight of the holineſs of Gop, and of its own vile. 
neſs ; of the purity, ſtraitneſs, and juſt ſeverity of the law; 
with its own uncleanneſs, crookedneſs, guiltineſs, and diſability 
either to keep it, or bear the vengeance of it : that in Gop 
alone is all its bleſſedneſs; and that yet it cannot poſſibly come 
at him, but as dried ſtubble to a devouring flame: and yet 
again, if he comes not, he dies in the place where he is, and 
muſt dwell with everlaſting burnings; and wichal hears gf a 
mediator, who came from heaven to fave ſuch as himſelf is; 
and who caſts out none that come to him; and by whom he 
may come to Gop both ſafely and acceptably : there will need 
no violent hand on the will; even“ love to himſelf makes the 
ſoul wings. There is, indeed, a violent (or rather, almighty) 
conſtraint and caſting out of him that did uſury upon the will, 
and perverted it by deluding the underſtanding with falſe gloſſes 
and carnal reafoffings; which being diſpelled by the true 
light's ſhining, the will falls in with it, and follows with per- 
feat freedom. Chriſt offered no violence to the man, when he 
caſt out the legion; but thereby reſtored him to his proper 
freedom: for we preſently find him at © Jeſus's feet clothed, 
and in his right mind (Y) z defiring now to dwell with him, 
the ſight of whom before was a torment to him: here, no 
man will ſay, the patient was wronged,” though his will was 
croſſed ; if any do, there is cauſe to inquire, whether himſelf be 
et in his right mind. When the faculties-are put in order 
by renovation, the underſtariding is the ſpirit of the will; 
which therefore looks an goes the fame way as of courſe, as 
the wheels did after the living creatures (i), without any fo- 
il reign 
(4) John vi. 45. le) Judges viii. 16, 
V/ Exod. v. 16. (g): Gen. xlv. 
(% Luke viii. 35. (7) Ezek. i. 19. 
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foreign or violent conſtraint: .it hath now a. ſpring within it. 
by which it is moved and guided (itſelf, being alſo renewed. 
and ſanctified) according to this renewed light; as a nezdle that 
is rightly touched, needs not be forced to look towards the pole; 
it will do it by ſympathy: * if the eye be ſingle, the whole 
ut ſuppoſe the thing objected to be true; (namely, that in 
converſion, the will ſuffereth vialence;) it no way deſerves to 
be ſtiled cruel or tyrannical, as ſome (extremely tender in na- 
ture's concerns I) do preſume, to ſpeak, nor indeed to be com- 
plained of in the leaſt, ſince the tendency and iſſue thereof i 

an infinite good. - What father would not eroſs the will of | 
his child, rather than ſee him deſtroyed by his fool-hargineſs? 
ſhall parents, as it were, force their childrens will for their 
good, and be blameleſs; and ſhall not much more the father 
of ſpirits, that we may liye (6 Was it not a mercy to Jeremy, 
that © the word of the Lord was as fire in his bones, that f. 
could not forbear ſpeaking (m) ;* rather than be e 
for holding his peace? Haw, much better is it to enter into life 
halt or maimed, than go into hell with a whole ſkin ! I hope 
there is none ſo much beſides, themſelves as to judge otherwiſe 
of it; or complain of their being compelled..te go to heaven, 
though it were by a whirlwind and chariot of fire. At firſt, 
grant, it is pure neceſſity drives to Chriſt ; but afterwards, his 
perſonal excellency and lovelineſs conſtrain to abide with him; 
(a ſweet and bleſſed .compulſion!) and now you would not 
leave him again, although the firſt neceflity of your going to 
him were quite at an end: but {till we fay, as before, that the 
will is not violated, but changed, and that in a due and orderly 
way, by being made ſubject to an enlightened underſtanding, 
than which there is nothing more pleaſant and natural to it, 


4 


. £7 
, # 
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The inferences from this doctrine I reduce to two ſorts; 
1. Cautionary, to prevent the miſuſing ſo great a truth: 2. 
Directive, to draw forth ſome of the ſpirits of it into practice: 
and of theſe, intermixedly and briefly, though capable of much 
enlargement. In general, take notice, that the ſcope and de- 
ſign of the doctrine, is not to foſter remiſsneſs in duty, nor to 
countenance 


(un, Jer. xx. 9. 
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countenance a ſtupid or carnal quiet: but, to ſet forth the. ful. 
neſs, freeneſs, and prevalent efficacy of divine grace, with the 


creature's nothingneſs (as to any conſiderable act) in this 
matter. More particularly: : „ lat; 


Infer. I. Preſume not yourſelf intereſted in the promiſe of 


eternal life, until you find in yourſelf thoſe neceſſary eviden- 
tial qualifications of faith and regeneration : or at leaſt, a truly 
earneſt and reſtleſs purſuit after them, © I will not tet, thes 
go, except thou bleſs me, Gen. xxxii. 5. 
Infer. 7. Il. Let not the means be deſpiſed, or lightly regard- 
ed, becauſe of themſelves not ſufficient to ſave. - Where the 
means. are, the Lord expects that men ſhould uſe' them; 
and we read not of any ſaved without, where Gap =__ be 
laber. m.. Let no man ſit un in the wilful or careleſs 
le of his duty, pretending, that if elected he ſhall 2 
ſaved; if not, all he can do will not help him. Such a diſ- 
poſition ant a 2 at height of pride, or ſullenneſs of ſpirit, 
and enmity Go : fly from it, as from hell; for it is 
truly that death "which, bell follows after: as on the contrary, 
ye can hardly have a more hopeful ſymptom. of your ſtate, than 


a ſerious attendance upon Gop in his way. And in ſeeking 
to 8 your Election, begin at the right end; give all. dili- 


Fl 


nce-to make your. calling ſure; and: the certainty: :of your 
ection will fall in upon ie. I: 

Infer. IV. Take notice, from tbe i import: and. tenor of the 
contrary doctrine, what ſtanding - need and uſefulneſs there is 
of thoſe often repeated cautions, to “ try the ſpirits z; ſearch the 
ſcriptures, take heed how. you hear zu and not to be led by 
u fair ſnews in the fleſh." The more ſmooth: and pleaſing no- 
tions are to the carnal ear, the more to be falpeRed, and 
throughly examined before they paſs. Let dhe drift of the 
law and teſtimony determine the queſtion ; ; and that will tel! 
you, thoſe ddarines are not to be held guiltleſs, that, cry up 
that excellent creature man; with the. ſtrength and- Capacity 


of natural reaſon; the ſufficiency of free-will grace; power. of 


improvement, (and truly I know not what, for they are not 
after the pattern of wholeſome words ;)- making.theſs the great 
hinge whereon the deſign (that glorious deſign) of grace in 
Election, the mediation of Chriſt, nd the holy Gboſts opera- 
tions, muſt all hang and move; yea, be ſruſitfate too, and 
come to nothing; except the reaſon of man will dethrone -1 
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ſelf, and ſubmit to that which it reckons fooliſhneſs. - 4 1 
lineſs is a myſtery (). and a one, {it is a ſpiritual my- 
ſtery ;) which it could not be ſaid to be, if reaſon could com- 
prehend it. With all your care and circumſpection, ſiy from 
that dangerous quickſand, which the Jews funk into and pe- 
riſhed (o): and how many in our days, are in danger of it! 
it hath ſlain its thouſands, for otheis ſingle tens. A . 
25 of this, I would put in a threefold memorial. 

That there is a ſpecifiek difference between moral ice 
* and divine, or holineſs of truth. True halineſs has all 
morality in it; but all that is called moral, may be without 
true holineſs, ' nor will ever riſe to it; ſublimation: does not 
vary the kind, holineſs muſt have a root of | its, own: he that 
beſt knew the nature of things, and what may be made of 
them, affirms it as irrational to think otherwiſe, as to expect 
figs from thiſtles (ↄ). That they proceed from ſeveral. heads, 


appears from their ſeveral ends. What riſes from the divine 


nature, directs its courſe towards Gov, and ceaſes not until it 
arrive at him; and what riſes in ſelf, —— there; 28 2 
circle, 'whereſoever it begins, there it ends, fetch it never fo 
far a compaſs. Paul was a moraliſt of no ordinaty ſize, bis 


often quoting it, ſhews the eſteem he had once had of it: but, 
hen it pleaſed Gon to reveal his ſon in him (g),“ he counts 


it all but dung (r); which he would not have done, bad the 
new creature ſprung out of the od: but, thus far he was, 
when he knew better things, from his former fondneſs, and fo 
ſhall we. Thiak not, therefore, to nd in yourſelves the ma- 
terials of goſpel holineſs, or to raiſe them out of the duſt of 
your natural endowments: which, though of uſe in their 
place, will not bear of the right Kindle), till headed _ the 
" ingrafted word (1). “ He that thinks to draw ſavi 
out of natural principles, does but {pin — bowel 10 die 
in his own b. „Nod v ; 

2. You may not think 10 Sbtain ſpecial ww — your 
improvement of that which is common: he that does, builds 
on a wrong foundation; and is yet under a covenant of works; 
under which no man was ever ſaved, or ſhall be (): This 
was: the caſe "ich thoſe «who followed after the law of righ- 


7 4 +! = 54+ * teouſneſs, 
») 1 Tim. iii. 16. * "+ R : 

67 vim. 16. | — 67 Row, K-30. 32. 

(7) Phil. iii. 9. Max. xii: 33. 


(t) Jam. i. 21, | 4% Gal. ui, 10, 


obliterate its meaning. The very diſciples of Chriſt knew 
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teouſneſs, and did not attain to it: what was it that hindred? 
they ſought it (as it were) by the works of the law (æ) n. 
and yet the Gentiles, who ſought it not, attained it (y) 
Where note (by the way) that thoſe who do not at all ſeek 
after righteouſneſs and life, are as likely to ſpeed, as. thoſe 
who ſeek it unduly ; that is, by works of their own. In vain 


is ſalvation looked for from the hills of natural freedom, free. 


will-grace, human improvements, or whatever elſe is of higheſt 
eſteem with men: none in ſuch danger of being broke off 
(that is, of loſing that they profeſs and ſeem to have) as thoſe 
who are high- minded, who ſtand on their terms, and will not 
yield without taking their baggage with them: it wus the 
very ſame with thoſe carnal Jews, We have Abraham 0 


our father; were never in bondage to any man (2); and, att 


we alſo blind (43) ö If thy carnal heart hath been hankering 
that way, and is now brought off, bleſs. the Lord for it; 20. 
member the danger thou haſt , eſcaped, and come no more 
there; and bear in thy heart, we a frontlet between thine eyes, 
that good word recorded in Jeremy, which ſhews the danger 
of making “ fleſh. thine arm,” and the bleſſedneſs of truſting 
only in the Lord (6). And this, I verily think, is the cauke 
that ſome, who have made a fair profeſſion, do fall off and 
wither; they make the promiſes of grace conditional, and the 
efficacy of them to depend upon their free - will's diſpoſe, and 
treat them accordingly. Such faith is but of human extract; 
it is of men, and therefore it comes to nought; whereas if it 
were of Gop, it could not be overthrown (c))“ 

4. The human wiſdom is no competent judge in this mat- 


ter. Ye may as well try metals on a: brick- bat, or judge of 


colours by moon- light, as of ſpiritual things by natural rea- 
ſon ; they are above it, though not contrary to it: nor will 


the clearneſs of light without help. in this caſe; high-noon 


and midnight are both alike to one that was born blind; the 


light of the ſun, if ſevenfold, would but more dazzle the fight 
that is not adapted for it. Divine things are not viſible but 
by an organ ſuitably diſpoſed; in the want of which the ſerip- 


ture itſelf is too often perverted; and the letter of it ſet up to 


not 
(x) Rom ix. 31, 32, 6 Rot. ix; 30. 
(=) John viii. 33. {a) Jahn ix. 40. 
, Jer. xvii. 5, 6, 5. ( Ad v. 38. 
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at the ſame time; the learned ſeribes, with all their moral ant 


them that believe (p} ;® and, that * they 
knowledge, and in all judgment; and this, that they might 
approve things that ate excellent (); (or try things that diſfer, 
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not the ſeriptures, but as he # opened their underſtanding (d ). 
and ſhone into it: and enabled by this, they Jogked: upan And 
handled the word of life as ſuch (e); * they beheld his 
the glory as of the only begotten ſon of the father (i when 


literal endowments, ſaw no ſuch ching ;; but counted him u 
deceiver, and one poſſeſſed (g. * The things of Gon know- 
eth no man, but the ſpirit of Go, and he to whom the ſpi- 
rit will reveal them: * but, the natural man (while ſuch) re- 
ceiveth not the things of the ſpirit (h): they are fooliſhneſs to 


him (i); neither can he know them, becauſe they are ſpiri- 


tually diſcerned, x and not otherwiſe: * But, he that is ſpiri- 
tual, endued with power from on high (J), judgethalb things; 
yet he himſelf is judged: of no man (/) no unſpiritual mam 
underſtands him, nor his principles; it is a * new name which 
no man knows but he that hath it (h Hence they are 'eehet 
unintelligible notions ; and “ what will this babler ſay N π]hn 
he preached Jeſus, and the refurrection of the dead n. And 
for this cauſe, the apoſtle ſtill prays for thoſe he writes unte, 
4 That Gop would give them the ſpirit of wiſdom and revela- 
tion, and enlighten the eyes of theit underſtanding {v) : ere 
note, that one of. the great things they Were to diſcerm was, 
the * exceeding greatneſs of the divint power put forth in 
might abound in 


as the margin hathe it.) So, for the Coloſſians; * He ceaſeth 
not to pray for them, that they might be filled with che know- 


ledge of his will, in all wiſdom - and fpiritual underſtanding ( 
Which ſeriptures plainly import, that there is not in every man 
this knowledge; nor yet enough in the beſt: for, why ſhould 
he pray ſo ſolemnly 


for that which is common, or eaſily ob- 
tained ? ſo then, wifdom is the principal thing (s\ and iti muſt 
1 b ene es- 11. 4. 25) 1 M © $i de 
. nen s £20! „% ma 
(4) 1 John v. ao. with John xx. . and Luke xxiv. 45. 
ZI F/) john i. 14. 
(e) John vii. 12, 20. Chap. x. 20. (+) 1 Cor. ii. 14. 
li) 1 Cor. i, 18. 19. and Hab. i. 5. (4) Luke xxiv. 49. 
(/) 1 Cor. ii. 15. (7 Rev. iii. 7 
*) Acts xvii. 18. (e! Ephes. i. 17, 18. 
(p) Ver. 19. C Phil, i. 9, 10. 
(r) Col. i. 9. (5) Prov. iv. 7. 
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be wiſdom: from above {t), without which-the mind is not 
good, nor capable of right judgment, however garniſhed. with 
human habiliments : but, endued with this, thoſe: other: will 
be ſerviceable handmaids; if the eye be ſingle, the whole body 
ſhall be full of light. Thoſe leſſer lights are yet of uſe; and 
may ſerve to rule the night, (which they were made for) but 
when the day-ftar is up, they vaniſh; then thofe wild beaſts 
of human abilities, lie down in their dens, and man goes” forth 
to his work (2), with another kind of ſkill-and power than 
ever he had before, and with better ſucceſs. Therefore % get 
wiſdom, and with all thy getting, get underſtanding (x): it is 
2-well-ſpring of life. to him that hath it (y 5 the image of God 
and eternal life begin here (z). The firſt ſtep towards it, is 
your ſenſe of its want: * He that thinks he — any thing, 
knows nothing yet as he — to know (a). The more ye 
knowein truth, the deeper ſenſe ſhall ye have of your ſcanty 
attainments. He that will be wiſe, let him become à fool 


(in his own fi ght) that he may be wiſe (5).% Whom wy | 


will: teach knowledge, and make to underſtand doctrine; he 

weans from: the milk, and draws from the breaſts (c), v of their 
mother- wit and carnal underſtanding. - Your next ſtep. is, to 

ſeek wiſdom: where it is to be had, namely, at the fountain- 
head, ® the father of lights (4) He that thinks to obtain 
of bimſelf (a phraſe too much in uſe with ſome) goes to a 
wrong door; and is but as likely to ſpeed, as a beggar that 
aſketh an alms of himſelf: and — it is, that in fo many 
ſeekers, there are ſo few that find. When Solomon, from 3 
ſenſe of his childhood in knowledge, ſought wiſdom: of Gon, 
he obtained it; when of himſelf, though better ſtocked than 
before, he failed; I ſaid I will be wiſe, but it was far from 
me (e): he ſeemed (at this turn; to be of the free · will perſua- 
fion, and he fped accordingly. He thereſore puts upon this 
courſe a mark of ignominy ; -** He- that truſteth to his own 


heart is a fool (/). I heartily wiſh it may not be faid to any 


nmong us, Thy wiſdom and thy knowledge, it hath per- 
verted * 4 And A once . this: apy faculty, 


* 
(* Jan. 3 ili. 1 e 10 Pratm ci. 22 oy 
r 79 Prov. xvi. 22. DEE 
) John xvr. z. Col. iii. ige. (a) 1 Cor. viii. 2. 
(5) 1 Cor. iii. 199. (c) Iſa. xxviii. 9. 
(d) James i. 8g. (e) Eccles. vii, 3. 


(F) Prov, xxviji. 26. (g) La, xIvii. 10, - 
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preſerve it- like * fire upon the altar, let it never go out (5): 
and for. your growth in it, live up to; what you know. He ; 
that will do his will, ſhall know of his doctrine (5).% 1 

Infer. V. If the-divine power be fo. abſolutely;neceflary'; 
then reſt not on means or miniſtry, though the bell 3 uſe them 
as means, but -ſtil] have your eye towards that power and 
grace which alone can make them effectual. Eliſtra ſmote the 
waters with-Elijah's mantle ; but, it was the Go of Elijah 
that parted them hither and thither, to make a way over (4). 
Men rolled the ſtone from Lazarus's grave; but Chriſt was 

be who brought Lazarus forth (/): ſo, the miniſter: preaches 
Ct; but it is Gov. only that gives an underſtanding” to 
know bim. Our buſineſs is, to mind our duty, and to have 
our faith in Gop, as the principal part of it: for, he it is, 
who is both the maker of our plaiſter, and the layer of it on: 
who alſo doth influence and manage it for us, from firſt to daſt 
be is both author and gs 6005 3 * Ir is Cor thas en 
all in all ( x 

Inſer. VI. 0, looking over the 3 ee great 
nk and parties concerned about it; let not the grace of 
Jeſus Chriſt; be overlooked:; not let it be lightly: conſidered, 
how little indeed leſs than nothing) you or I have done to in- 
duce or help it on, See how: — our Lord: and Re- 
deemer apptoves himſelf the: good ſhepherd: che is not ſatisfied 
to ſend his ſervants; but he goes himfelf, and-fuch: is his care 
and love to our ſouls, that he leaves no place unſcarched z 
ranges the briars and thickets; balks neither mountains noc 
valleys, no not the valley of the ſhadow of death; nay, he 
knows, that there he is moſt likely to meet them, and retts 
him not until he has found. He doth, as it were, forget the 
ninety and. nine of bis very ſheep, that are already brought in, 
(yet ſo as not to leave them without a good guardian zÞ and all 
to fetch in a ſtraggler: which having found, he doth not yet 
think it found, till he have it at home in the fold. It is not 
enough with bim, to move, argue, -perſuade, threaten; and if 
they will not comply, let them take their courſe; and feed on 
the fruit of their doings: his mercies are not like our free- will 
mercies to ourſelves: to ſee them but deeper plunged by all 
he hath done for * would not be to ſee of the travail of 

„„ 

% Lev. vi. 13. (i) John Vii. 17. | xt; 5-8. 

(+) 2 Kings i lis 14. (4 John xi. 41-44. 
lin Ii. 2. (z) 1 Cor, xii. 6, 8 8 


222 A PRACTICAL DISCOURSE OF 


his foul and be ſatisfied.“ But, if all this will nat do, (and he 
knows it will not) he apprehends his. loft ſheep, (as be did 
Manaſſeh and Paul, or as an officer does a fugitive) lays it on 
bis ſhoulders, and brings it home; which plainly ſhews the 
ſheep's averſeneſs to return: for, if it would either lead or 
drive, the ſhepherd would not trouble himſelf to bear it on his 
back. O that the love and faithfulneſs of Chriſt might have 
its weight on our hearts, to love him highly, and ourſelveg 
only for his ſake, who ſaves us, at firſt, againſt our wills, in 
ſaving us from ſelf-willedneſs; and ſo, making us willing to 
be ſaved indeed!  _— Sd of nn Tl ward | 
Infer. VII. If all that pertains to ſalvation, be given in 
right of Election; then let every ſoul that ſeeks for fpiritual 
gifts, and would be ſure to ſpeed, apply. himſelf to electing 
Jove; and let all your thankfulneſs for all that you have, or 
hope for,; be referred to that love: for, that is the rock out of 
which they are hewen, the fountain and ſpring ſrom whence 
they proceed. See the bounty and nobleneſs of it!! eledting 
love not only provides your home, but ſends you waggons and 
proviſion for the way: regard not your ſtuff: Whatever you 
have of your own, be it good, or be it bad; for, * the good 
of all the land is yours.“ Make mention of nothing that is 
properly thine, except the © greatneſs of thy ſins,” as David (o); 
the power of indwelling corruption, as Paul (p) z. thy inability 
to ſerve him, as Joſhua'and Jeremy (q) ; that without faith 
thou canſt not pleaſe Gop, nor give glory to him; that with- 
out holineſs: thou canſt not ſhew forth his virtues, nor anſwer 
the end for which he hath chofen thee : and finally, that thou 
canſt be ſanctified by that will only, which wills thy ſanCtik- 
cation (r), .- 19 P18. - Gor nw? | 
When Moſes would prevail for the gracious. preſence of 
God with that people, what does he plead for it? * Remem- 
ber (ſays he) this nation is thy people; and wherein. ſhall it be 
| known, that I and thy people have found grace in thy light? 
is it not in this, that thou goeſt with us (s) ? Here you fee, he 
makes Gop's preſence with them, an evidence of his having 
choſen them; and from his chooſing them, he draws an argu- 
ment why he ſhould be with them, Moſes durſt not fay, 
„They are a people that keep thy commands; they are A 
| | - ſons 


(e) Pal. xxv. 11. (p) Rom. vii. 
(e] Joſh. xxiv. 19. Jer. i. 6. () Heb. x. 10. 
) Exod. xxxiii. 13, 16. 
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ſons of a very -honeſt, ingenuous diſpoſition (as ſome. ſpeak 1) 
a tractable ſort of men, that have complied with thee, and 
better improved thy favours than their neighbours have done; 
therefore own them, and go with them ;” no, but u conſider, 
| pray thee, that they are thy people; thou haſt choſen them 
above all people (t) zu and therefore deal with them ee. the 
rate of thy dealing with other men. 

In like manner, having received any ſpecial favour fen 
God, facrince not to your better deſervings; but as Daniel, 
who though a man of 05 ngular wiſdom, yet ſays he, * This le- 
cret is not revealed to me, for any wiſtom that I have more 
than, any ng (66 Thus alſo we find David deporting 
himſelf, when Nathan brought him that gracious meflage from 
Gop, how great, things he would do for him and for his 
houſe ; what does David put it upon? ® Thou Lord Gop 
knoweſt thy ſervant zu that is, thou knoweſt that I have done 
nothing which might move thee to this munificent bounty: 
but, * for thy word's ſake, and according to thine own heart, 
thou haſt done all theſe great things (x) : this is the voice of 
the man after God's own heart. 

Again, Suppoſe you have done any Conal ſervice for Gon; 
retice into ſelf-abaſement, and magnify Gop that he was 
pleaſed to vouchſafe you that honour. Thus alſo did David, 
when ſetting his affection to the houſe of Gop, he had ga- 
tnered that huge incredible mals of treaſure for the building of 
it: he wonders not ſo much at his having gotten it, (though 
that might well be wondred at; as that he had an heart ſo 
freely to devote it to that ſacred uſe, * Who am I (ſays he) 
and what is my people, that we, ſhould be able to obſer thus 
willingly ? for all things are of thee (5). He acknowledgeth 
their willingneſs to offer, to be as much of Gop, as the offer- 
ing itſelf. And Paul, having laboured more abundantly than 
all the Apoſtles, puts from himſelf the honour of it; * not 1, 
but the grace of GoD was with me (z). 

Three or four things, in ſeeking for ſpiritual bleſſings, be 
ſure to keep ſtill in your mind. 

I. That you muſt be nothing in yourſelf, New wine is 
not for old bottles ; the bottles muſt firſt be undone, and made 


up ane w; or elſe the wine will be ſpilt, and the bottles periſh (a). 
All 


) Deut. x. 15. | (a) Dan. ii. 30. 
(x) 2 Sam. vil. 20, 21. ( 3) 1 Chron. xxix. 14. 
(z) 1 Cor. xv. 10. (a) Matt. ix. 17. 


a 


224 A PRACTICAL. PrscounsE or 


wild on the Sk rock. 
hat 12 — bleflings are a gift, ant will n not Cale of 
. plea which may ſeem to make them wages. Latarus 
loved Chrift, yet would not his ſiſters uſe that as their argu. 
ment; but, Lord, be whom thou loveſt is ſick (0). WI 
the ſcripture holds forth as a motive with Gop, that you may 
plead, and that in his name : and indeed, 1 elſe is ve. 
able at the throne of grace. Eſteem not yourſelf the ban for 
what you may carry with you: think not to be accepted be- 
cauſe of your preſent; it is not your money (c), nor your 
double money in your hand, that will fetch you corn from 
above, though, it may from Egypt: ſelver and gold, your own 
works and worthineſs, are of no value at the mint of free-grace; 
| but there it is, and thence ye muſt have whatever may render 
welcome at the court of heaven. 
Be not over ſolicitous how you ſhall ſpeed; nor "think 5. 
' hall fare the worſe for coming in ſo tattered and pitiful : 
condition. Free-grace is compaſſionate, rich, bountiful : * 
are not the Jeſs welcome becauſe you bring nothing : the 
qualification is to find yourſelf ih |-qualified, empty, hung 
poor, naked, blind, miſerable, Electing love hath pro det 
enough, and mote : not bread and water onl pi (though theſe 
are very welcome to an hungry and thirſty ſoul ;) but' wine 
and milk, * wine on the lees, a feaſt of fat thing 8 (4/3 not 
aprons made of ſig- leaves or coats of beafts-ſkins 3 but long 
robes of linen, fine and white (e) ; not maney made of leather, 
or baſe metal, that would burthen one to carry a month's pro- 
viſion of it; but gold, and of that the fineſt, and tried in the 
fire (7); which hath nothing of droſs or cankering ruſt 20. 
bering to it. And if thou have but little, look on that little 
as an earneſt of more; to him that hath ſhall be given 2 al. 
though thou be but“ ſmoaking flax, he will not. quench thee 
( C).“ But to make ſure this important work, 

4. Be ſure you leave not out your medistor, the Lord Jeſu 
Chriſt. Electing love doth all in him, and ſo muſt you : aſk 
all in his name, and then ſay, n Lord, be is worthy for oma 

a 
(5) lohn xi. 3. (c) Iſa. fv. 1. John vii. 37. 
(4) Ifa. xxv. 6. (e! Rev. xix. 8. | 
J)] Rev. iii. 18. (g) Ia. xiii. 3. 
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ſake thou ſhouldeſt do this.“ And withal, take beed-of puch- 
ing ; join not law and grace together, leſt the rent be made 
worſe: the righteouſneſs wherein you mult appear before Gon, 
is not made up of divers ſorts and pieces, partly his and partly 


e own ; but a ſeamleſs veſture, wrought throughout of one 


ind of ſubſtance, and by one hand : in this you may approach 
with boldneſs, and touch the top of the golden ſcepter., 

Infer. VIII. Having ſo firm and impregnable a rock to 
found your faith upon; why ſhould the greateſt of difficultics, 
eren the power of inbred corruption, diſcourage any ſoul from 
caſting itſelf upon eleCting love; as that which is perfectly 
able, and the very deityn of it is, te ſubdue iniquity, as well 
as to pardon it? it choſe us, not becauſe we were, or would 
de holy, but that we might be ſo (Y): and to that end, under- 
takes the whole of our Work for us. It is between us and fin, 


as it was between Iſrael and the Canaanites; until the Lord 


began to drive they did got ſtir; there were giants, too big for 
graſhoppers to deal with; had iron chariots, and cities walled 
up to heaven: and yet that company of graſhoppers turned 
thein out; and this, becauſe the Lord who gave them that 
land, was at the head of them; he went before them, and gut 
their 2 for them : while he drove, they were driven ; when 


be ceaſed, the work ſtood fill () 3 nay, his own, people were 


routed and. put to the worſe ( k).. And we ſhall find both Maſes 


and Joſhua (till uſing arguments fetched from the covenant that 
Gon had made with them, by which always they were ſupport- 


ed. Let us do likewiſe, make Election our all; our bread, water, 


munition of rocks, and whatever elſe we can ſuppoſe to want: 
| here we are ſure of ſupply arid ſaſety; it is a tower that is 
really walled up to heaven; a never-to-bhe-emptied cloud of 
manna, and, a Jacob's well that is never dry; it is deep in- 


deed, and you have nothing (of your own) to draw with; yet 

be not diſheartned ; ſtay by it, and the well itſelf ſhall riſe up 

to you (7), rather than you ſhall want. 1 
nfer. IX. Having done ail you can, and in the midſt of 


your, doing, walk humbly, as living on another's- bounty. 


Aſſume not to. yourſelf, but aſcribe the whole of your ſalva- 
tion, and of all the conducements thereto, to electing grace, 
and hang on that root alone: even faith itſelf, as it is the be. 
| lievers 
(i) Pfalm xliv. 2,3. Exod. xxiii. 28. 


(5) Ephes. i. 4. 
(/) Num. XXI. 17. 


(4) Joſh. vii. 4. 
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levers act, is not to be reſted in, nor to ſhare in this glory; 
We may. fay of faith, as he to Felix, whom Cæſar ſet over 
them, „ by thee we enjoy much quietneſs,” but the honour 
chiefly belonged to Cæſar who gave them that governor. Give 
unto faith its due; * accept always, and in all places, the:be- 
nefits you have by it, with all thankfulneſs (m) ; for it does 


you many good offices, and. you cannot indeed live without it, 


only in the throne, let grace be above it; for that is the poten- 
tate which puts faith in that capacity, and maintains it there: 
and the truth is, true faith is beſt pleaſed with its own place, 
To this end, the Lord tells his people, it was not their ſword, 
nor their bow, that drove out their enemies: but, ſay ſome, 
it was the ſword and bow which Gop put into their hands, 
and which they manfully employed: no, Gop will not have 
men arrogate f, much to themſelves; but to acknowledge, * it 
is God that ſubdues our enemies under us (n) The people 
with Gideon he reckons too many to give the Midianites into 
their hands; why? left they ſhould vaunt themſelves againſt 


dim (). Faith, and other graces, are mighty only through 


Gop : as they are his workmanſhip, ſo it is he only can keep 
them going, (as a watch or other engine cannot wind up it- 
ſelf.) To frame a perpetual motion, no man hath ever attain- 
ed; no, not in trifling matters. As thou hadſt no hand in 


changing thy heart at firſt, ſo neither, of thyſelf, in carrying 


on the work afterwards : all our ſufficiency is of Gop, even all 
the ſtrivings of the ſaints are * according to the workings of 
God in them (2). * A gbod tree will bring forth good fruit; 
but not without ſun, air, dew, and other heavenly influences; 
for if ſeparate from theſe, the tree itſelf will die : ſo, without 
2 continual communication of virtue from above (9), the new 
creature can neither act nor live. Depend therefore on that 
radical grace, (that is, on the Gop of all grace for preſerving 
and actuating the grace he hath given you: reſt not in this, 
that you know Gop; but rather, that you are known of 


him 


By this, I hope, the propoſition is made evident, with 
fomething of its uſefulneſs, namely, that whatever things are 
requiſite to ſalvation, are freely given of Gor to all the 
age elect, 
(2 Pſal. Ix. 12. 


2) Acts xxiv. 2, 3. x 
Clos. 1. 29. 


(c) judg. vii. 2. 
ic} Cant. iv. 16. 2 
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ele, and wrought in them effectually by his divine power, 
as a part of that ſalvation to which they are appointed ; and 
are all contained in the decree of Election. And I cannot 
but reckon it one (and that a principal part) of thoſe works 
of Gop that ſtand for ever; and is ſo perfect, that nothing 
can be taken from it, nor any thing added to it; and is a 
introduction into, yea, and argument for, the final per- 
verance of believers, 5 a | 


25> A PRACTICAL DISCOOUREIE OF 


VE — 
Of PERSEVERANCE; 
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The Invincible Progreſs of BRLIxV ERS in Faith 
2 and Holineſs. hos 


- 
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KOR the firmer ſupport and comfort of his people, 
4 (notwithſtanding the preſent weakneſs of their 
F faith, and daily infirmities of the fleſh,) as alſo to | 
* I] allure and bring in others, who are hankering 
e about the door, or yet in the high ways and 
hedges, it hath pleaſed the holy and only wiſe Gop, to in- 
dulge us with plain and poſitive aſſurance of the certain con- 
tinuance and going on, of all who have once believed and re- 
ceived the grace o Go in truth, Albeit'that many concerned 
in this aſſurance attain not to it, That faith and holineſs do 
inſeparably follow Election, is thewn before: our buſineſ 
now is to ſhew, that Faith and hlinefs are of an abiding na- 
ture, and ſhall never be loſt ; and'tfis is that we call PERSE- 
Mos VERANCE, which being the crown and glory of all the for- 
mer points, and that which ſecures to us the comforts ariſing 
thence, being alſo as much impugned as any of thoſe, the 
proof and confirmation thereof is apparently neceſſary, and 
tending to profit. And I truſt, it ſhall not only appear that 
the doctrine is true, but alſo replete with arguments promo- 
tive of holineſs, by which the contrary opinion will beſt be 
contradicted : for, ſo it is, in the wiſdom of Gop, that every 
truth has that in it, which properly tends' to its own defence 
and eftabliſhment. It is the property of men truly wiſe, to 
enterpriſe only attainable things, and things worthy their wil 
dom, as alſo, ſo to frame and model the means, as not to mils 
their intent: much more muſt it become, and be incumbent 
upon him who is wiſdom itſelf, fo to do, If then the ulti— 
. mate 
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particular, that the docttine of Gop's unchangeable love to 
bis choſen, and their endleſs abiding therein, is no way an in- 
let or encouragement to ſin, or remiſsneſs in duty; but the 
moſt powerful ſtrengthener againſt apoſtaſy, and moſt effec- 


namely, 


PERSEVERANCE. 2% 


mate end of all things is the glory of Gpp; and the ſecond 
great end, the ſalvation of his choſen; it may well be con- 
cluded, that the propeteſt means for attainment are pitche 
upon; and thoſe, ſuch as will compaſs his end. Hence all 
we may be ſatisfied, that all intermediate occurrences (how: 
ever improper in their own nature, and caſual to us) were all 
fore-appointed of Gop, and that by a decree moſt wiſe ang 
fixed; and conſequently ate, and ſhall be, ſo diſpenſed ang 
over-ruled, as not to hinder, but help on, and bring about, 
the thing principally deſigned; which theref re {hall ng 
(cannot) miſcarry, nor be finally defeated However, therg- 
fore, men of corrupt minds may ſtumble at the word, change 
the truth of Gop into a lie, and turn his graci into lle. 
viouſneſs and ſome others, not of deſign, but by miſtake, and 
unacquaintedneſs with the true ſtate of the queſtion, ma 
diſapprove and object againſt it: yet may net the truth be 2 
carded, nor its friends ſhy to own it; but ſtrive the more in- 
duſtriouſly, by their ſobriety, meekneſs, holineſs, and all goqd 
fruits, to make the world know, that © to the pure, all thin 
are pute; while to other men (through the impurity of their 
own ſpirits) all things are defiled and turned into ſin; and 
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tual quickener to goſpel-obedience. | 
The ſubſtance of what 1 intend lies in this propoſition : 
f 


That all and every one of Gan's ele, being once rege- 
nerate and believing, are and ſhall be invincibly carried 
on, to the perfect obtainment of bleſſedneſs and glory. 


Towards the evidencing of this truth: 

J. Let us take in things of a lower conſideration than that 
of eternal ſalvation, and obſerve how thoſe perſons, formerly 
inſtanced, being deftined of God to eminent ſervice in the 
world, were carried through, and that completely, to the end 
of their work ; notwithſtanding the greateſt difficulties and na- 
tural impoſſibilities, which ſtood in the way to obſtruct it: by 
which will appear the certain effect of Gop's purpoſes; and 
; 1 . will 
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will contribute not à little to illuſtrate the point in band. 

1. | begin with Abraham's feed. In Gen. xii. 7. the land 
of Canaan is given them by promiſe : Iſaac, in whom thi | 
ſeed ſhould be called, was not yet born; nor yet, unil - both 
his parents were paſt age (a) To help this, the Lord brings 
back the ſun many degrees; makes it a new ſpring time with 
them, and gives them Iſaac (0). When Iſaac was married, c 
his wife proves barren: after twenty years waiting, the Lord £ 
(in anſwer to prayer) gives her conception (c). Now, two t 
children they had; the elder of which the Lord rejects (d), 0 


'and the other, to whom the promiſe belonged, in danger-ever t 
day to be killed by his brother, and ſo the line of the ———_ 

in danger Of failing (e). Jacob, to ſave his life, flies to Padan- w 
'aram (J): there Laban deals hardly with him (g); and when t 

he made homewards, follows him with evil intent: but the ni 
Lord in a dream takes him off (5). No ſooner is he eſcaped he 
from him, but Eſau comes againſt him with four huncred R 

men, full bent to revenge the old grudge (i): the Lord turns he 
his heart in a moment, and melts him into brotherly affection; ve 


that inſtead of deſtroying Jacob, he proffers himſelf to be his 
guard and convoy (4). When Simeon and Levi had ſo highly 
provoked the Canaanites, that it was a thouſand to one but 
they would come and cut off Jacob's family at once (1), the 
Lord cauſes a terror to fall upon them (m). When a ſeven 
years famine was coming in the land, (likely enough to eat up 
poor Jacob and his houſe) the Lord by a ſtrange providence 
' ſends a harbinger to make proviſion for them in Egypt (). 
When oppreſſed by the Egyptians, and all means- uſed to de- 
ſtroy them, and that both with craft and cruelty, the Lord 6 
orders the matter, that the more they were oppreſſed, the faſter 
they grew (o); and by an high hand brings them out at Jak, 
In the wilderneſs, they carry themſelves as unworthily towards 
Go, as ever people did; doing all that in them lay to cut off 
the intail of that good land, by their unbelief, and daily te- 
peated rebellions; inſomuch that the Lord threatens to dil- 


| 7 pollels 
(a) Gen xviii. 11. _ © (5) Chap. xxi. 2. 
(c) Chap. UNE, $1. (4) Ver. 23. 1 2 
le) Chap. xxvii 4. /) Chap. xxviii. 2. 
(g) Chap. xxxi. 41. (4) Ver 23, 24. 
(:) Chap. xxxii. 6. (4) Chap. xxxiii. 4, 12. 
(I Chap xxxiv. 25. (n) Chap xxxv. 25. 


() Chap. xxxvii. 28. with Chap. xli. 54. 
(o) Exod. i. 12. 


withdraws, his hand, and ſpares them. I might inſtance alſo 


the great ſtraits and dangers they were in at the red-ſea, 
which the Lord divided tor them: afterwards for want of 
water, which he brings them out of a rock; then for bread, 


which allo he gives them from heaven: how they were de- 
nied paſſage by ſome, and way-laid by others; and yet carried 
on and delivered: and at laſt, how the Lord drove out thoſe 
giants, whom they deſpaired of overcoming? and ſo gave 
them the land-in poſſeſſion, according to his promiſe hundreds 
of years before: * There failed not ought of any good thing 
the Lord had promiſed: it all came to paſs (p).* _ 

2. Joſeph. Little Joſeph is one the Lord will honour; 
which in ſeveral dreams he intimates to him (gq) : bis brethren' 
therefore hate him; and to fruſtrate his dreams, (which fig- 
nih:d their ſubjection to him) they conſpire to kill him (r): and, 


» 


how ſhall Joſeph eſcape? they are ten to one, and he the leaſt; 


Reuben, who being the eldeſt, was moſt concerned, in point of 
honour, to hinder Joſeph's advancement : he ſhall relent at the 
very motion of making him away; and, out of reſpec to his fa» 
ther, ſhall deliver him (s). Well, though they will not preſently 
kill him, they will caſt him into a pit, where, in all likelihood, he 
muſt periſh : but, in the good providence of God, the Iſhmaelite 
merchants paſs by in the very inſtant, ere any wild beaſt ſhall 
have found him, or his brethren determined worſe againſt 
him (:: to them they ſell him, and by them he is brought into 
Egypt. (far enough out of Jacob's enquiry) and fold to the captain 
of Pharavh's guard, a perſon likely enough to deal roughly with 
him. But here the Lord owns him, and ta bring him into 
favour, makes all that he doth to proſper ; which his maſter ob- 
ſerving, puts the management of all his eſtate into Joſeph's hands 


). Now there is fair hopes of his coming to honour : but how 


ſoon is it daſhed ! Joleph being 2 goodly perſon, his laſcivious miſ- 
ſtreſs tempts him to folly ; which the fear of God keeping him 
from, ſhe miſreports him to his maſter, charging her own wicked- 
, nels upon him. Hereby Potiphar's favour is loſt, and Joſeph caſt 


into priſon, and laid in irons|(x). Now all hopes of pre fer- 


ment are gone, and what will become of his dreams? yet ſtill 
the counſel of the Lord, that ſhall ſtand ; and this downfal of 


Ihe Q 3 0g Joſeph 


(p) Joſhua xxi. 45. Gen. xxxvil. 7,-9, 11. 
(r) Ver. 18. | (s) Ver. 22. „ 
) Ver. 24, 28. (a) Chap. xxxix. 3, 4 

. (x) Gen. xxxvii. 7, 9, 17, 20. Pſalm cv. 18. . 
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Joſeph ſhall prove another ſtep to his riſing: and to make wa 
for it, two of Pharaoh's' fervanits fhall fall under their Lord's 
diſpleaſure, be put in prifon, and committed to Joſeph's keep- 
ing: here they fhall dream, Joſeph ſhall interpret, and the 
event. ſhall aniwer it, Now the day begins again to dawn upon 
Joſeph, and by the chief butler's reſtorement, ſome hopes of his 
inlargement : but this again is foon overcaſt ; for the butler 
forgot him ( y): notwithſtanding all which, the providences of 
Gop do ſtill purſue his decree, and ceaſe not until Joſeph is 
lord over Egypt, and his brethren bow down before him (z). 


3. David. Gob promifeth David to give him the Ring- 


dom, and anoints him to it (a). What, notwithſtanding alt 
poſſible interveniencies ? yes, for the promiſe is abſolute : hath 
the Lord ſaid it, and ſhall he not do it? If therefore Saul caſt 
4 javelin at him (unſuſpected) to nail him to the wall; a ſharp- 
neſs of eye, and agility of body, ſhall be given him to diſcern 
S& avoid it (b). If he determine evil againſt him, Jonathan 

all advertiſe him of it (c). If he ſend meſſengers to Naioth 
to apprehend him: they ſhall forget their errand, and fall à 
prophecying : and if he ſend others, and others after them, 
they ſhall do likewife ; yea, Saul himſelf ſhall turn prophet 
or a day and a night together, that David may have time to 
Eſcape (d). If he be in a city that will betray him, and not 2 
friend among them to adviſe him of it, the Lord himfelf will 
be his intelligencer, and ſend him out (e). If Saul's army 
have encompaſſed him, and no way left to efcape ; the Phi- 
liſtines ſhall invade the land, and tidings ſhall come in the 
very inſtant, and take him off (F). If * an hoſt do encamp 
àgainſt him, he will not be afraid g): why ſo? the Lord had 
made an abſolute promiſe; and therefore, if no help on earth, 
i he tuall ſend from heaven, and fave me (H). * Yea, David's 
wavering at times, and the weakneſs of his faith, ſhall not 
hinder it; and the reaſon of all was this, à the Lord took him 
to be ruler over his people, and therefore he was with him 
whereſoever he went (i).“ | | 


4. Joſiah. 
(y) Chap. xl. 23. (a) Chap. xli. and Chap. xlii. 6. and Chap. I. 18, 
(a) am. xvi. 12. (5; Chap. xviil. 11, | 
(e) Chip. xix 7. (4) Ver. 20-24. 
(e, Ch r. xxiii. 12. (F) Ver. 26, 27. 
g PI. l. xxvii. 3. (+) Pſa). lvii. 3. 


(7) 1 Chon. xvil, 7, 8. 
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grandfather foal | by weber 

| wax a cbolen veſt, appointed. ig prexch 
oh — ot Got and at laſt, to bear witneſs « 9 him 
Rome: and this muſt þe done, alt ough bonds, impri onment 

100 death irfel, do attend him in every Res. f therefore, 
they lie jn wait for in at 9 cus, and watc the | gat: 
pight and day, to kill him, 15 let down by the RY 
in 2 baſket, ang | ſo eſcape them 1000 all Jeruſalem be in 
uproas to kill him; the chief captain ſhal] e come with = 
army, ang reſcyg him 12 ; though no friend to eh nor tg 
bis cauſg, If wore than forty men have bound t 7 
with an oath, that they will neither eat nor drink, until they 
have killed him; bis kinſman ſhall hear of it, and þy his 7 
the chief captain ſhall be his friend again, and grant 
ſufficient 9 0 K. p); png this attempt ſhall be an . 9 
ſending him oy, where his laſt teſtimony is to be given. 
If Jews and Gentiles make an aſſau)t together, to uſe him de- 
ſpitefully, and to ſtone him, he ſhall be aware of it, and 0 


ficeing ſave himſelf (9); by which means alſo the goſpel ſha 
be further ſpread. But, ſuppoſe he be left i in their danch, an 


they ſo far prevail, as to ſtone him, and drag h him out of th 
city (7); then, ſure his work is at an end: no, all this ſha iff 


not hinder, death itſelf ſhall not ſeparate Paul from his work. 
It is not his being once ſtoned, nor his thrice ſufferi 1 


wreck, nor his being in deaths often, nor any thing elfe, that 
ſhall make void the purpoſe of Gop for his bearing \ witneſs « 
Chriſt at Rome, as is abundantly evident by the ſtories of him, 
and the event at laſt. 
Other inſtances might be produced to the ſame effect; bu 
by theſe we may ke an eſtimate of * thing under pen 
24 an 


(#) 2 Kings xiii. 2. (/) 2 Kings xi. 2. 

{m) Chap. xx. 6. (n) Acts Ix. 2—23- 

{o) Hs xxi. 31, 32. (2) Chap. xxiü. 1423 
(9) Chap. xiy. 5, 6,7. ( Ver. 19. 
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and Farionally infer, that if the Lord be ſo exact and punRua) 
in performing his word, touching theſe leſſer things, carrying 


on his work through ſuch a preſs of natural oppoſitions, much 
more will he be, in ſecuring and bringing about the eternal 


welfare of his choſen, that as he dealt by his people of old; 
5 he bore hem upon eagles wings (5),” (above the reach of 

of denger) and“ kept them as the apple of his eye, (with all 
poſſible care and tenderneſs) „until he had brought them to 
himſclf (:); io will he carry it towards his elect, for he values 
the world but little, ſave with reſpect to them. 

Ti. Now for a more direct proof of the propoſition - though 
two or three witneſſes might ſuffice to eſtabliſh it, yet, ſince 
the ſcriptures do abound with teſtimonies for it, (the col- 
lection whereof may be very uſeful to us, for the help of our 
faith in a time of temptation, as alſo, to fortify our fouls 
againſt the aſſaulis of ſuch as teach final apoſtaſy.) I ſhall 
ſomewhat enlarge in reciting them, with ſome of thoſe genuine 
deductions that flow from them. In the old teſtament, are 
many petitions and reſolves made by holy men, which import 
the truth of this doctri ine, as, that * the br will perfect that 
which concerns them: that he will not forſake the work of 
his own hands (Z): that he will guide them by his counſels, 
and after receive them to glory (&), and . in the mean 
time, * none of theit ſleps ſhall ſlide (y),“ and this, becauſe 
it is GOD that girds them. with firength, and he will make 
their way perfect (z : (with abundantly more; as alſo in 
Paul's epiſtles.) In every of which is implied a promiſe of 
the thing prayed for, or concluded upon : for, without ſuch a 
promiſe they could not have done it in faith, nor juſtly have 
given them down as matter of inſtruction to others. But, we 
Know, they ſpake as they were moved by the holy Ghoſt (a); 
who knowing the Ceep things of Go, what his decrees were, 
and what was contained in ken promiſe of eternal lite befote 
the world (>), drew out their hearts to believe, and formed 
their prayers accordingly. | 

But, beſides. theſe, we have many expreſd promites arid 
affirmations of it. In the tenth of John, our Saviour ſays, 
his * ſheep ſhall never periſh, 5s yer. 28. which is, in effect, 


EA thei 
"243 Exod. which 4 | {t) Deut. xxxii, 10, | 
C, Pia'm cxxxviii, 8, * (+) Pialm Ixxili 24. 
({y) Pialm xxxvii. 31. (x) Pſalm xviii. 32. 


3 


(a) 2 Pet. i. 21. (5) Tit. i. 2. 


riſhing, without the ſecurement of their 


reaſon is, becauſe the way of the Lord is ſtrength to the up- 
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their faith ſhall never fail; for, fafe they cannot be from pe- 
X Lich, Again, ſpeak- 

ing of the ſpirit of holineſs which believers receive from him, 
ohn iv. 14. he ſaith expreſsly, * whoſoever drinketh thereof, 

ſhall never thicſt : but it ſhall be in him a well of water 


ſpringing up to everlaſting life,” {then it ſhall not be dried up) 


Prov. x. 30. he righteous ſhall never be removed,” that 
all never fall back into their former ſtate, and the 


right,” ver. 29 Whether by u the way of the Lord“ be meant 
his way or manner of dealing with upright perſons, which is, 


to © increaſe their ſtrength“ (according to Job xvii 9) or, 


of the genuine property of Gop's ways, which is, to afford 
that peace and ſatis factien to thoſe who walk in them, that 
they are daily more habituated and connaturalized to them, 
and eftranged from all ways elſe; they are both to the pur- 
poſe in hand. Prov. xxiv. 19. A juſt man falleth ſeven 
times, and riſeth up again ; he falls not ſo as to lie where he 
fell; he falleth not into miſchief, as the wicked doth; yea, 
he rather gets ground by his fall, as ver. 5. A man of wif. 
dom increateth ſtrength,” from the ſenſe of his own weakneſs ; 
he is led to ſtrength everlaſting, as was Paul, 2 Cor. xii. 10. 
Prev. xii; 21. There ſhall no evil happen to the juſt, 
then, not the greateſt and worſt of evils, which is, to“ Phe. 
from the living Gop:“ ſo verſe 3. The root of the righteous 
ſhall not be moved; his fruit may ſometimes be hlighted, or 


blown off, and his branches toſſed with a tempeſt; but ſtill 


his root is where it was, his life is hid, and free from all com- 
motion, and ſhall therefore renew both his fruit and branches 
he that truſteth in the Lord; ſhall not ceaſe from yielding 
fruit (c). | „„ r 
Fer: xxxii. 40. *I will put my fear in their hearts, that 

they ſhall not depart from me. I his, ſay ſome, is the promiſe 
of affording them means, but not of effecting the end; there- 
fore ſee Chap iii. 19. Thou ſhalt call me, my father, and 
ſhalt not depart-from me:“ and this, becauſe he worketh ef- 
fectually in them that believe (4); as at firſt in cauſing them 
— believe, ſo now in maintaining and perfecting their 
aith, | | f | Os - 
P/al. Ixxxiv. 11. *The Lord withholdeth no good thing 
from them that walk vuprightly :# and if ſo, then continuing = 

A walk 

ſe] Jer. xvi. 2. 38. (4) i Thek. ii. 13. 
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walk, uprightly, ſhall not be wichheld from them; which d 
guction is allo warranted. by. this; © that the rightgous 
hold on bis way, and he that hath clean hands U be ſtio 
er and ſtronger (e) ;# as alſo from Prou. iu. 18. The, path af t] 
Juſt is as the ſhining light, which ſhineth more and more, unto 
the perfect day. Rad "David further backs it, where om hi 
reſent faith, 6k concludes his future progreſs, I haye truſt 
Tall not fide (J)]; and this, OS 5 the Loxd holdet 
— wah in life, and ſuffereth not his feet to be moyed," Pſa 


Mark xvi. 16. „ He that belieyeth ſhall be ſaved : and 
ahn xi. 26. Whoſoever liveth and believeth in me (ſayy 
briſt) ſhall never die,“ that is, he that once has faith Chal 
never loſe it: for to ſay, he ſhall keep it, if be do not loſe it, 
(as ſome would give the ſenſe) had been a comfortleſs and 
empty notion, and injudicious way. of ſpeaking. This i is Yet 
further confirmed by Fohn v. 24. © He that believeth is pal 1 
from death to life, and ſhall not come into condemnation : 
the reaſon of which is this, that their faith is founded on z 
rock; which wind and waves may beat and break themſelves 
againſt ; but never the rock itſelf, nor that which is built 
upon it (g). © He that truſtetn in the Lord, is as mount 
Zion, which cannot be removed (H): no, not lo much as one 
of the ſtakes of that tabernacle ſhall be removed, and that for; 
ever (i): they ſhall not be aſhamed nor confounded, world 
without end,” J. xlv. 17. 
It would very much allay that ſuperlative cauſe of rejoicing, 
u that our names are written in heaven,” if poſſibly they might 
be blotted out again; ſince we find in ourſelves ſo great g 
proneneſs to revolt, which every one acquainted with his own 
heart muſt acknowledge : but we are ſure, Chriſt would not 
propound to us a fallible ground of rejoicing : for that kind of 
dependence, he js evermore calling us from, Believers arg in- 
deed ſometimes foiled, but never overcome: though they fall, 
and that ſeven times in a day, (as was aid) as oſten = they 
File again: and it is no diſparagement to their leader: nay, it 
is the glory of a general to give his enemy advantages, and 
take them again at his pleaſure, to his enemies greater confu- 
ſion and overthrow. Satan got nothing” by his winnowing 


Peter; 


Ce) Job wv 9. 5 Pſalm xcii. 1. 
(g) Matt. vii. 25 ” Pfal. cxxv. 1. 
(i) Iſa. xxxiii. 20. 1 Pet. Ii. 6 ö 


PERSEVERANCE . 2 
Peter: Peter loſt fome of his chaff, which well might be 
ſpared, and the temprer loſt many an after: advantage; fon 
the world of believers have been the werier ever mas. To 
this 1 ſhall only add that of the holy. apoſile, in Ram. viii. Her 
was perſuaded (that is, he was throughly ſwayed. in hs faith, 
to believe it for himſelf, and deliver it down ta the ages 
come, as a truth infallible) that “ neither height nar depth, 
nor any other creature, ſhall be abie to ſeparate from the love 
of God which is in Chriſt Jefus our Lord, vet. 38, 39. Its 
reckons up all that can be named; and, left any thing might 
have ſlipt him, he brings in height and depth; as being tho 
two extremes that take in all, and more than men can think: 
and then reſolves, that even theſe fhall not be able to do it. 
And ſurely, if the ſuper-celeſtial height of Gon's holineſs, 
nor the infra-infernal depth of ſinful fin, fhall ſeparate fromm 
that day of glory, which the fons of Gon were predeſtinated 
to, and for which they were both made and redeemed, called 
into, and groan for, then are believers roundly fecured againſt 
final apoſtaſy. ä 
III. A third ſort of evidence ſor confirmation, are certain 
arguments or teaſons why the ſaints muſt needs perſeve:v in 
faith and holineſs. | . 

By needs muſt, I underſtand no other kind of — than 
well conſiſts with perfect freedom; ſuch as was upon Paul to 
preach the goſpe}, which was a work he rejoiced in; and ſuch 
as was upon Jeſus Chriſt to bring home his ſheep, and to lay 
down his life for them; he muſt needs ſuffer,” AA xvii. 3. 
Yea, he was “ ſtraitned till it was accompliſhed,” Luke xn. 
50. That it was written in his heart, was no hindrance to the 
freedom of his will. 

Arg. I. The firſt argument, in proof of Perſeverance, is 
founded on the ſaints extract or original, © they are born of 
Go (#);* and this hath the force of a double argument. 

1. As Go is their father and eternal root, Our Saviour 
holds forth this relation, as the ground of our faith in pray- 
er (7); and he begins with it himſelf, when he prays for his 
own glory, and that his diſciples might be partakers of it (m): 
to the ſame end, he frequently uſeth that ſtile of father in the 
goſpel of John; (as taking delight in mentioning that rela- 
tion ;) © the father himſelf loveth you (a); and, I aſcend to my 

father, 


(4) John 3. 13. (1) Matt. vi. 9. 
(m) John xvü. 1. lx) Chap. avi. 25. 
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father, and your father (o). It is to ſtrengthen our faith in 
Go (through himſelf) on the account of his fatherhood to us. 
The father loveth the ſon (p\; and, he loves his believers, | 
as he loveth Chriſt himſelf (:“ on which ground the apaſtle 
concludes, that © he cannot but give us all things elſe (7). 4 


Believers are the product of his love, both in reſpect of Elee- — 
tion and Regeneration; and being fo, he cannot but have a 1 
paternal affection for them; to adminiſter to them whatever t 
tends to their ſuſtenation, and growth, and to keep off what- 8. 
ever would intercept or weaken his gracious influences towards li 
them: * having once loved them, he loves them for ever (5). 1 
They may therefore be conſident, that * what he haih begun A 
in the ſpirit, he will not let end in the fleſh (f): that having t 
begun a good work, he will alſo perform it:“ for, as they have d 
their ſpiritual being from him, as the father of it; ſo it is as [ 
natural to him to derive his virtues into them without inter- ( 
miſſion, as for a vine to ſend up its ſap into its own branches, J 
or the ſun to cheriſh the plants of its own production. All P 
the natural affections that are in creatures towards their own, { 
are but drops of his immenſe fulneſs: a mother may poſſibly A 
forget the child of her womb ;. but the Lord cannot torget his s 
offspring; * that nene may hurt them, (nor they themſelves) - 
"he will keep them nicht and day, and water them every mo- t 
ment (u): they are born by him from the belly, and carried t 
from th: womb; and even to their old age he will carry them 0 
and deſiver them (x),* er” 8 
2. The new creature, as it comes from God, ſo it exiſts in a 
him, and l. ves upon him, and it is natural to it, to ſeek its a 
nouriſhment where it had its original: nothing can ſatisfy it, : 
but that great deep from whence it ſprung: as a new-born | 
child, that has not the uſe of reaſon, will hunt for the breaſt 6 
by natural inſtinct, and not be quiet without it. As ſoon ag . 
ever Paul was converted, © Behold he prays ().“ Having once } 
received the ſpirit of Chriſt, they cannot but incline after him, 
as Eliſha did to Elijah upon the caſting of his mantle on him (z) : l 
it is natural to them, as for ſparks to fly upwards They are F 
faid to be © baptized with fire zu not only becauſe of its purify- f 
ing nature; but in reſpect of its aſpiring quality; it will be 0 
mounting, 
(o) Chap. xx. 17. (% Chap. iii 35. 
9 Chap. xvii. 23. (r) Rom viii 32. 
(-) John xi. 1. (:) Phil. i. 6 | 
(«; Iſa. xxvii. 3. (x) Iſaiah xlvi 3, 4. 


(5) Ads ix. 11. (=) 1 Kings xix. 19, 20. 
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mounting, and not reſt till it comes to its own element, Ob- 
ſtructions many it meets withal ; but ſt Il it prefſeth; onwards, 
and by degrees bears down all before it, and carries that wich 
it in which it dwells, to the place of its birth; as the dove 
could not reſt, till ſhe came to the ark, whence ſhe ſet out. 
This is livelily ſet forth by our Saviour in Fohn vii. 38. * He 
that believeth in me, out of his belly ſhall low rivers of living 


waters: u rivers, that bear down all oppoſition, and rivers of 


living waters, not land floods, which are but of ſhort conti- 
nuance; or ſtanding pools, ſubject to drying up; but rivers, 


and thoſe ſuch as have an immortal head. We ſee how all 


things tend to their center; * the wicked ſleep not unleſs the 

do evil (a).“ They can bear the want of things moſt neceſ- 
ſary to their being, rather than ceaſe from fin : they are of the 
ſerpent's brood, and the“ luſts of their father they will do (5). 
Judas was a devil, and that carried him head long to his own 
place (c). And if being born of the devil, habituates men with 
ſo ſtrong and wreſtleſs a bent to deviliſh luſts, the divine nature 
muſt needs work as efficaciouſly towards God, and God-like 
actions, his love conſtrains them (4). And if it were not fo, 


the ingrafted word had never born an human ſtock to heaven: 


the firſt fruits of the ſpirit poſſeſs them with an earneft expec- 
tation and longing for the harveſt (e). It is true, the remain- 


ders of the old man will ſtili be oppoſing the new, and many 


conteſts there are between them: but grace (like him that is 


advocate for the king) will ever have the laſt word, and will 
alſo go out victor, Ye may ſee it in Jeremy, the word of the 
Lord was made a reproach to him, he therefore reſolves to 
ſtifle it, and © will no more ſpeak in his name:“ but how ſuc- 


ceeds this carnal reſolution? * The word of the Lord was in 


his heart, as fire ſhut up in his bones, he was weary of for- 
bearing, he could not hold (F).“ And Jonas, when he thought 


himſelf * cut off, and in the belly of hell; yet (ſaith he, yet) 


will 1 look again towards thy holy temple (g):“ (as the needle 
that is rightly touched never reſts but in pointing towards the 
pole: and when obſtruct:d in their courſe they cry the 
more earneſtly, 1 O, when ſhall I come and appear. before 


Gon (%? 


Arg. II. 
(a) Prov. iv. 16. (4) Job viii. 44. | 
(e) A&ts i. 25. (4) 2 Cor. v. 14. 
(e) Rom, viii. 23. J) Chap. xx. 8. 9. 


(g) Jonah ii. 2, 4. Pſalm Ixxxiv. 6, 7. ) Pial alli. 2, 


| 
| 
| 
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Arg. II. Another argumentis'taken from the graces them- 
elves which ate the ſubjeRs of perſeverance, namely, faith and 


botineſs: Which let us conſider'firſt, as they are a gift, then, 


in the genuine uſe and property of them. 
r. As they are a gift. They are of thoſe * good and per- 
ect gifts which come down from above, from the father of 


4izhts, with whom is no variableneſs; nor ſhadow of turn- 


ing (i).“ This attribute of Gov's unchangeableneſs, is fi 


— ſigniſicantly added, to ſſie w, that as good and perfect gifts 


are from (0D, and from him on- „ſo, that he never changeth 
in his purpoſe concerning thoſe to whom he once gives them, 
they are of thoſe gifts Which are without repentance : as alſo, 
chat theſe his gifts do partake of his own unvariableneſs; they 
cannot die, nor turn to be any other, than what they were üt 
krſt, ſave only in point of perfection. There can happen no 
after-unworthineſs in thoſe he gives them to, which he did 


not foreſee when he gave them, (which ſeems to be implied in 


the following words, * of his own will begat he us) and ſo, 
O0 enuſe why * che ſhould withdraw them, which would not ns 
well 'have hindred his giving them at firſt, As the word of 
- Gop is not yea and nay, ſo neither are his gifts. They are 


-atfo GoD's workmanſhip; and we know (faith Solomon) 


* that ·whatſoever Gop doth, it ſhall be for ever, nothing Gan 
de put to it, nor any thing taken from it (4 * 4 
2. Let faith and holineſs be conſidered in the genuine we 
and property of them. Nothing ſo endangers the ſoul, as ſelſ- 
'falnefs ; faith, therefore was ordained to nullify that, and de- 
volve the ſaul on another, namely, Chriſt ; which the more. it 
nes, the ſafer it is; and having onee done! it, it never-undoes 
it again. Faith alſo is an active grace, and! diligent, and there- 
"fore thriving, he that hath it, ſhall have more of it (J), (then 
ſure he 'ſhall not loſe that he hath ) it is always travelling, 


and never tired; 1. Becauſe it travels in the ſtrength of 


omnipotence, Fs which never 'faints, nor is weary (m]: and 
'2. Becauſe it works by love (n) ; which is the moſt kindly and 
'Eicacious principle of ſervice and great acts. Love is an 
endleſs-ferew ; it has truly attarned the perpetual motion, it 
* enables to endure all things, and faileth not (o).% All that 
| Goo 

i) James i. 17, 18. (4) Eccles. iii. 14. 

(1) Luke ix. 26. (n) Ifa. xl. 28. 

1) Gal. v. 6. (a) 1 Cor. xiii. 7,8. 
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Gop doth for his people is from love (p), and all that they do 
for GoD, grows from the ſame root 3 they love him, becauſe 
he loved them firſt (). Love is that which renders a work 
doth pleaſant to the agent, and acceptable to the object of its 
faith, therefore, working by love, Thall never be weary of its 
work, nor fail of its end; * it is of faith, that it might be by 
grace,” and Conſequently ſure (r). And as for holineſs, 
(which, is a diſpofition according to God, and capacitates. for 
the bleſſed 'vifton) a little of it, in truth, is of infinite value; 
the very ſmgak of it ſhall not be quenched (s) : and it would 
be ſtrange, if a thing ſo precious ſhould be liable to putrefac- 
tion: but it is not; yea, it changeth other things, but is it- 
ſelf never changed. It is of a ſpreading nature; compared 
therefore to leaven put into dough, and hid there, till the 
whole lump be ſeaſoned. It is of an aſſimilating property, 
there is an heavenly tincture in it, which ſanctifies all that 
it toucheth; * to the pure all things are pure (1). * It alſo 
meetens for converſe with Gop, and it draws and engageth 
the ſoul to him, there it is in its proper element, and out of 
which it cannot live: and by this converſe it is both increaſed, 
and fublimated. _ 1 

A natural body once in being, can never be reduced to 
nothing: how then ſhould things of divine ſubſtance? they 
tre u born of incorruptible ſeed, which liveth and abideth for- 
ever (u): Hand as the ſeed is, ſuch will be the fruit; the older 
it grows, the firmer it is; “ he that hath clean hands, ſhall be 
ſtronger and ſtronger (x).% They are the holy ſeed; and 
therefote, though they caſt their leaves (at times) * their ſub- 
ſtance is in them (Y), w by which they are all ſtill renewed. 
Holineſs is the ſeed of glory; and holy perſons are in glory, 
as to its kind, and the certainty of their obtainment; albeit, 
it has no; glory at, preſent, in compariſon of that which ſhall 
be, as the ſeed of the roſe or lily, compared with the flowers 
they will grow into, and which are virtually in them. Ac- 
cording with this is that of our Saviour, * He that believeth, 


hath everlaſting life (z): it argues the certainty of their per- 
ſevetance, u the law of his Goo is in his heart, none of his 
| | "ſteps 


(gs) 1 John iv. 10. 
(-) Matt. xii. 20. 
(a) 1 Pet. i. 23. 


0 Ha: vi. 13. 


(p) John iii. 16. 
(r) Rom. iv. rb. 
(t) Tit. i. 15. 
(x) Job xvii. . 
(x) John iii. 36. 


* 
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ſteps ſhall flide (a) 2 and therefore he ſaith, * Deſtroy it not, 
there is a bleſſing in it (5). e 


Arg. III. Another proof ariſes from the nature, extent, | 
and defign of providence; or from the intent and purpoſe of. 


Gop, in that great variety of things which believers are exer- 
ciſed with in the world. There are three things conſiderable, 
to make out this argument: | Wo 

1. That there is a divine providence which governs the 
world; as in dividing to the nations their inheritance, and 
bounding their habitations, at firſt: ſo, by continuing them 
in poſſeſſion or outing them, at his pleaſure, and this, ſome- 
times by very unlikely means, and over-ruling things accord- 
ingly. Seir being given to Eſau, and Ar to the children of 
Lot, and their term not yet expired, the Lord inclines them to 
Tet Ifracl paſs through, and to give them meat for their money: 
whereas the Amorites, who were deſtined to deſtruction, “ he 


* 


bardens their ſpirits, and makes them obſtinate (c),“ that they 
deny them paſſage, and come out againſt them in battle. - So, 


when he would tranſlate the Chaldean monarchy to the Per- 


Fans; he enfeebles the one, but ſtirs up the others ſpirits, and 


* girds them with ſtrength {4).” How often doth the ſcripture 


repeat, © that the Lord reigneth: that he puts down one, and 


ſets up another (e); that he doth according to his will in the 


armies of heaven, and amongſt the inhabitants of the earth /) ?® 


How evident is it in his humbling of Pharaoh, Nebuchadnez- 


3B 


- perſons, times and things, and circumſcribes them : it leaves 


zar, and others? this providence reacheth to all manner of 


not the leaſt things to a contingency ; even ravens, ſparrows 
and lilies; yea, and the hairs. of your head are all numbered, 
and under the conduct of the providence of Gop (g).“ 


2. That the defign and courfe of Gep's providence, is to 


accompliſh. his purpoſe. | As providence governs the world, 
fo purpoſe is the director of providence, He is a provident 
man that orders his affairs prudently; that is, ſo that nothing is 
wanting, nor any thing ſpent in waſte, Both theſe are in the 
providence of Gop eminently : for, 1. It is all-ſufficient ; ſup- 


plies all needs; gives all zhings pertaining to means and end, 


2. It does nothing in vain, nothing ſuperfluous or impertinent 
| to 


(6) Ifa. vi. 5. 8. | 
(4) Jer. xv. 11. Ia. xlv. 1-5, 


(/) Dan. iv. 35. 


(a) Pſalm. xxxvii. 31. 
e Deut. ii. 29. 30. 

(e) Pſalm xcili. 1. evil. 1. Ixxv. 7 
E) Matt. vi. 26. | 


% 
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to his purpoſe. Things moſt caſual to men, are levelled at a 
ſet and certain end: * what the Lord ſpeaks with his mouth, 
he fulfils with his hand (5) ; and his act ſhall not vary a tittle 
from his decree: for, * known unto Gop are all his works 
from the beginning of the world“ Whence was it that Eſau 
tarried ſo long at hunting that he was over-faint ? that Jacob 
was making pottage juſt when Eſau comes in, which ſet his 
appetite on edge after it, but that the purpoſe of Gop ac- 
cording to Election might ſtand; the elder muſt ſerve the 
younger; which now came to paſs by the ſale of his birth- 
right? And thus the providence of Gop makes even the pro- 
faneneſs of men ſubſerve to his end. The Lord had deter- 
mined to caſt Judah and Jeruſalem out of his ſight for their 
obſtinacy ; and to this end (that is to make way for it) * It 
came to paſs, that Zedekiah rebelled againſt the king of Baby- 
lon (i) : it was to fulfil the word of the Lord before de- 
clared 4), though that was far from the rebeller's intent, So 
he gave Cyrus all the kingdoms of the earth,” that he might 
build- his temple at Jeruſalem ; and it was to fulfil his purpoſe 
before alſo recorded, as is evident (/). In like manner Herod, 
Pilate, and the Jews, they all conſpire the death of Chriſt, and 
each party on a ſeveral account; not thinking in the leaſt to 
fulfil the determinate counſel] of Gop ; yet, that was it which 
providence intended, as is plain by A#s ii. 23. As allo the 
ſoldiers, in parting his garment; and piercing his ſide: it was 
their barbarous rudeneſs which put them upon it; but provi- 
dence deſigned to make good a prophecy; * thele things there- 
fore the ſoldiers did (1) * All that Gop doth in the world, is 
the tranſcript,' or impreſſion, of his ancient decrees. \ ' 

3. That the providence of God never fails of its end. If 
he will work, who ſhall let it? for * our God is in heaven, 
and doth whatſoever he will (n).% And what will he work ? 
the things that are coming, and ſhall come (e): he hath both 
deviſed, and done it (p).“ His purpoſe is to preſerve his people; 
and therefore, * no weapon that is formed againſt them ſhall 
proſper : M whoſoever gathers together againſt them, ſhall fall 
for their ſake (9): for, as he hath x axes ſo itſhall N 

' 0 9 10 \ 4 . 4 5 LE. 3 0 6 


(%) 1 Kings viii. 24. (i) 2 Kings xxiv. 20. 
(#) 2 Chron. xxxvi. 24.  (/) Ver. 22, 23. 
(n] John xix. 4. n) Pſalm v. 3. 
(9) Iſa. MAliv. 7 e. I. 12. 


(g) Iſa. liv. 15, 17. (r ) Chap. ziv. 24. 
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The ſcriptures abound with inſtances of this kind: as on tde 


contrary, when the Lord will execute judgment, the thing ſhall 
be done, be the means never ſo weak and improbable; * though 
the army of the Chaldeans were all wounded men, yet ſhall 
they burn Jeruſalem with fire (s) zu Shamgar ſhall kill fix 
hundred men with an ox-goad (t); and Samſon a thouſand 
with the jaw-bone of an aſs (2). Theſe things conſidered, 
and. laid together, (though moſtly referring to temporal things) 
do ſtrongly inforce the argument for things of ſpiritual con- 
cernment : inaſmuch as things of eternal moment are worthy 
of more peculiar regard and ſecurity. 

Now, All a believer's exerciſes, which may ſeem to endan- 
ger him, are either from the guilt of fins committed ; from the 
power of indwelling corruption; from Satan's temptation, or 
perſecution from the world: none of which come on them ac- 
cidentally, but as things fore-appointed of Gop, and for a 

od intent, It is © for the elect's ſake that all things elſe 
have their being (x); and are all cauſed to work together for 
their good () ;* as namely, to humble them for ſin ; to wean 
them from the world ; to endear Jeſus Chriſt to them ; to ſhew 
them the uſefulneſs of ordinances ; to exerciſe and try their 
graces: to purge out their droſs; to enable them to ſuccour 
others ; to demonſtrate the wiſdom, power, and faithfulneſs of 
Gop towards them; to meeten them for glory; and to make 
them groan and long to be clothed upon, with their houſe 
from heaven: as might plentifully be made out by the fcrip- 
tures, and the viſible effects thereof upon thoſe who have been 
exerciſed thereby. To inſtance a few particulars : David, 
after that great miſcarriage in the matter of Uriah, with his 
broken bones upon it, walked the more humbly and warily all 
his days: he was alſo the more intent on that great duty of 
teaching ſinners the way of Gop (z).%* Peter, he alſo got 
ground by denying his maſter; thereby he came to ſee his 
own weakneſs, the need he had of Chriſt's ſupport, and con- 
tinual prayer for him; and we hear no mare of his carnal con- 
fidence, after that: but, what a clamour and outcry does he 
make againſt our adverſary the devil (a)! to warn others, by 
his. wn example, what danger they are in by a carnal confi- 


; | dence, 
(s) Jer. xxxvii. 10 _ © (-) Judges iii. 31. 
(2) Chap. xv. 15. (x) 2 Cor iv. 15. 
() Rom. viii. 28. (=) Pfalm li. 13, 


(a) 1 Pet. v. 8. 
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dence. And doubtleſs, what the tempter got by Peter's fall, 
he loſt the double of it by the after-watchfulneſs of others; 
for, that is the deſigned end, to ſtrengthen, ſtabliſh, and ſet- 
tle them (5). Paul had a meſſenger of Satan let looſe upon 
him, to buffet him; the end of which was, to humble him, 
and to ſhew him the ſufficiency of the grace of Chriſt. It is 
lik-!y alſo, that he got as much by that thorn in his fleſh, as 
by his rapture and revelation : to be ſure, they did well toge- 
ther, and poized him the better for his work. The like effect 
upon Job (c). Mary Magdalen, the remembrance of the 
ſeven devils which once poſſeſſed her, and of that love which 
caſt them out; how did it heighten her love to Chriſt, and 
keep her heart in a melting frame ! ſhe loved much, becauſe 
much was forgiven her {4).® The peoples forty years travel 
through that great and terrible wilderneſs ; among fiery ſer- 
pents and ſcorpions, it was to prove them, and do them good 
in the latter end (e). They were alfo ſent into captivity for 
their good (F): this was all the fruit intended, “ to take away 
their ſin (g), and to make them partakers of his holineſs (5). 
Theſe things indeed, at pieſent, are phyſic, which nature de- 
ſires not: yet are they as needful in their ſeaſon as our food 
and in very faithfulneſs we muſt have them; which alſo is evi- 
dent by the ſcope of the new covenant, as will appear after- 
wards, Now, theſe things conſidered and laid together; I 
think it may be well inferred, that * all theſe things worketh 
God with man, not to deſtroy him, but to “ bring back his 
ſoul from the pit (i) z they are all made to turn to their ſalva- 
tion; they have always “ triumphed over them,” and been 
” more than conquerors through him that loved them (4), * and 
ever ſhall. And if this be the fruit of all that doth or can befal a 
believer, while in this world; (and there is no more of evil 
or danger when this is done) then welcome let them be (by the 
2 of God) as another demonſtration of their INVINCIBLE 

ERSEVERANCE. ©” Whoſo is wiſe, and will obſerve. theſe 
things; even they ſhall underſtand the loving-kindneſs of the 


Lord (1).* 
R 2 Arg. IV. 


() Ver. 10. Luke xxii 31. . 
(c) Job xxiii. 10. with Chap. xl. 4. and Chap. xlii. 6. 


(4) Luke vii. 47. le) Deut. viii. 15, 16. 
A ) Jer. xxiv. 5. (2) Ifa. xxvii. 9. 
5 Heb. xii. 10. (i) Job xxxiii, 29, 30 


% Rom. viii. 37. % Pſalm cvii. 43. 
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| Arg. IV. A fourth argument for the ſaints perſeverance is 


built on their union with Chriſt, which is of that intimateneſs, 
that the ſcripture ſets it forth by terms of neareſt relation, ag 
foundation and building, vine and branches, father and chil- 
dren, huſband and ſpouſe, head and members, yea, they are 
called (interchangeably) by the ſame name; he is called Ja- 
cob, and they are called Chriſt (m). And, which is more, if 
more can be, he communicates to them that title which one 
would think incommunicable, namely, “the Lord our righ- 
teouſneſs (n). u And this union is ſuch as can never be diſſolved: 
there is the like oneneſs between Chriſt and them, as between 
the father and Chriſt, as is plain by that paſſage of his prayer 
in the xviith of John, ver. 21. That they all may be one," 
(how one? as thou father art in me, and I in thee, that they 
may be one in us.“ They are ſo near to him, that they are 
ſaid to be * of his fleſh, and of his bones (o): as alſo, that 
they are one ſpirit (p). He and they are actuated by the 
ſame ſpirit, as the head and members of the ſame body are b 
one ſoul, And this is the reaſon why believers cannot wal 
after the flcſh, * The ſpirit of life which is in Chriſt Jeſus 
as their root) rules in them ().“ They are preſerved in 
hriſt (Y), as Noah was in the ark; or as branches in their 
own ſtock ; for, this difference is ſtill to be noted, that be- 
lievers have not this life in themſelves, as Chriſt hath ; but 
they have it in him, which is better for them than if in their 
.own keeping : for, being in him as in a root, it is natural to 
him to communicate to them; and as natural to them (by 
virtue of the divine nature communicated to'them) to derive 
from him: and conſequently, * becauſe, and while he lives, 
they ſhall live alſo (g): he that hath the ſon hath life () ; 
and they have it in a way of right; as he that is poſſeſſed of 
the ſoil has right to all that grows upon it. All that is Chriſt's 
is theirs; there is a happy commutation of intereſts ; their 
debts, with the conſequences thereof, are devolved upon him ; 
and all that was his, imputed and communicated to them, 
And his care of them is ſuch, that he will be able to ſay at 
the latter day, of all that thou haſt given me, I have loſt 
nothing 


n) Fſalm xxiv. 6. with 1 Cor. xii. 12. 
(#) Jer. xxiii. 6. with xxxiii. 16. 
(p4 Cor. vi. 17. 

(r) lude ver. 1. 


(-) + John v. 12. 


(e) Ephes. v. 30. 
(7) Rom. viii. 2. 
(s) John xiv. 19. 
(«) John xvii, 12. 
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nothing (u) :u he will not leave an hoof behind. The ſignet 
on his right hand (men of ſhining outſides) may poſſibly be 
plucked thence (x) : but the leaſt joint of his finger ſhall not; 
no man that is compos mentis, will ſuffer the meaneſt part of 
himſelf to gangrene and periſh, if it be in his power to help 
it; how then ſhould our Lord Chriſt ? who, beſides the natu- 
ral affection he hath to thoſe of his own body (%, hath alſo re- 
ceived a commandment from the father to keep them ſafe (z), 
and is perfectly qualified in all reſpects to make it good. On 
this account, as well as others, they are “ complete in 
him (a). Believers are ſo one with Chriſt, that whatſoever he 
did, they are ſaid to do it with him; circumciſed with him () 35 
crucified with him (c); buried with him (d); roſe with 
him (e); aſcended with him (/); and they fit in heaven with 
him (g). It is no more poflible for believers to miſcarry finally, 
than for Chriſt himſelf to be held under the power of the 
grave, there is one law for them both: it is a faithful ſaying, 
if we be dead with him, we ſhall alſo live with him (+); if we 
ſuffer with him, we ſhall be glorified together (i). As Chriſt 
once raiſed, dies no more (4),” ſo none of thofe raiſed with 
him, ſhall return any more to corruption : for, he gave him- 
ſelf for his church; not only to ſanCtify and cleanſe it once, 
but once for all; and to © preſent it without ſpot or wrinkle 
at the laſt day (J): by that one offering, he perfected for ever 
them that are ſanctified (m). Theſe are thofe ſure ! mexcies 
of David, recorded in the Ivth of Iſaiab, and explained in the 
xiiith of the As, | | | | 
It is not for nothing that our bleſſed Lord and Saviour fo 
often repeats that good word and promiſe concerning be- 
levers; (which ſurely he did as being greatly pleaſed with the 
thoughts of it;) *I will raife him up at the laſt day; and, I 
will raiſe him up at the laſt day”®—(n) g. d. I will be with him 
unto the end of the world, and ſee him ſafe in heaven: and 


this may be ſaid of it, (as by Joſeph to Pharaoh) ” the thing 
R is 
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(x) Jer. xxii. 24. 0 Ephes. v, 25, 
(z) John vi. 40. (a) Col. ii. 10. 
(6) Ver. 11. (c) Rom. vi. 6, 
(4) Ver 4. (e Ver. 5, 
/) Ephes, iv. 8. (g) Chap. ii, 6. 


(5) 2 Tim. ii. 14. (7) Rom. vill, 7. 
( Chap. vi. 9. ( Ephes. v 25, 26. 25. 
n) Heb. x. 14. (n) John vi. 39, 40, 44+ 54+ 
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is doubled, becauſe it is eſtabliſhed of Gop, and he will bring 
it to paſs (o).“ 


Arg. V. Another argument for believers invincible perſe. 


verance, is, that all the attributes of Gop do ſtand engaged 
for it. Virtue invincible has undertaken it; ; therefore muſt 
it needs ſucceed. 

1. Power. In Fer. xxxii. 27. God's ſovereign: power 
over all fleſh is laid down as the ground of their faith, touch- 

ing their return from captivity, and his giving them a new 
heart; and for his ſo keeping them, that they“ ſhould not de. 
part from him any more,® as they had done % So, when he 
would ſtrengthen his fainting . he ſti 2 ; himſelf, 5 the 
everlaſting Gop, the Lord, the Creator of the ends of the 
earth, who fainteth not, neither is weary ():“ and which is 
yet more, his right hand, and the arm of his ſtrength, are en- 
gaged by oath (7). In 2 Tim. i. 12. the apoſtle argues the 
certainty of his ſalvation from the power of Gop; (which he 
could not have done with any good reaſon or comfort, had not 
that power been engaged for it.) © I am not aſhamed — for 
I know whom J have believed, and that he is able to keep that 


I have committed to him, againſt that day.“ And he gives the 


like counſel to others, where he points at the © power of Gop, 
to make all grace abound in them (s).* The calling alſo of 
the Jews, and grafting them into Chriſt, is laid on the fame 
rock, for, ® GoD is able to graft them in again (f). In Ephes. 
vi. He tells them what kind of enemies they were to wreſtle 
with, namely, “ principalities, and powers, and ſpiritual wick- 
edneſs in high places («),” a ſort of adverſaries too potent for 
ſpirits houſed in clay: but, to harneſs them fit for the battle, 
he ſhews them a power that is higher than thoſe, and ingeed, 
much more above them, than they above us: and with this 
he would have them to inveſt themſelves, * be ſtrong i in the 
Lord, and in the power of his might (x): this is an armour 
compleat; aptly termed, ® the whole armour of Gop (5): and 
in this ſtrong tower believers are fafe. So likewiſe in Ephes. |, 
To confirm them, touching the hope of his calling, he brings 
in the mighty power of Gop, even * that excceding great- 


nels 
) Gen. xli 32. 49 Jer. xxxii. 36—41. 
(q) Ia. xl. 28. {r) Chap. Ixii. 8. | 
(s) 2 Cor ix. 8. {t) Rom. xi. 23. Col. i. 11. 
Ju) Ephes. vi. 12. (*) Ver. 10. „ 


(y) Ver. 11. 
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neſs of his power, by which he raiſed Jeſus Chriſt from the 
dead, and ſet him at his own right hand, far above all prinei- 


palities and power, and putting all things under his feet (2) !* 


wherein he ſets forth Chriſt as a pattern of what Gop will do 
for believers z they ſhall be raiſed, and ſet above all, as he was. 
And though they ſometimes fall (* for there is no man which 
ſinneth not (a),” let it make them more wary, but not diſ- 
courage them; for * they ſhall not be utterly caſt down (6) f 
and this, becauſe „the Lord upholdeth them with his banda. 
The archers may ſhoot at them, and ſorely grieve them ; yet 
ſhall their * bow abide in ſtrength, and the arms of their hands 
be made ſtrong by the hands of the mighty Gob of Jacob (c) 
And well it is for us that the divine power hath undertaken 
this difficult work; and that .the ſcriptures do fo cleatly 
avouch it: for, nothing leſs could be a buttreſs ſufficient to 
ſtay our faith upon, touching our holding out to the end: bat, 
becauſe u he is ſtrong in power, not one faileth (4) 

2. Wishbom. This is an ability to fit and direct means 
to their proper end. In matters of leſs concern, we find the 


Lord ſo laying his work, that it cannot miſcarry : if therefore 


it be his good pleaſure to ordain men to ſalvation ; his wiſdom 
requires, that it be in ſuch a way as is ſure to ſucceed ; and 
that all ſorts of impediments be either prevented, or fo over- 
ruled, as not to interrupt, but become ſubſervient to his great 
end. Having counted his coſt and paid it off, and alſo began 


to build; it behoves his wiſdom to ſee that his work be done, 


and brought to perfection (e); and accordingly to provide 
ſuitable inſtruments ; ſuch as he knows will do, and yet not 
over-do the thing intended; much like to the huſbandman'$ 
ſorting his ſeed to the nature of the foil, and threſning inſtru- 
ments to the capacity of his grain; he will not uſe a wheel, 
where the rod will ſerve; nor a rod where the wheel is need- 
ful: and this he hath from his Gop, * who inſtruQeth him to 
diſcretion (F). So, the Lord # ſtayeth the rough wind in the 
day of the eaſt-wind (g): he doth not only defign the end of 
a man's journey, but every ſtep in it is of his ordering (5); * the 
Lord preſerveth his going out, and his coming in (i).“ In 1c, 


4 xxvi. 
(z) Chap. i. 10—22. {a) 1 Chron. vi. 36, 
(6) Pſalm xxxvii. 24 {c) Gen. xlix. 23, 24. 
(4) Iſa. xl. 26. e) Luke xiv. 29, 30. 
Ila. xxviii. 25. 28. (g) Chap. xxvi. 8. 


62% Plalm xxxvii, 23. Job xxxi. 44 (17) Pialm cxxl. 8. 
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which is not meant only of his obſerving their works, and 
diſpenſing to them accordingly; but, as pre-pondering what 
they are to do, and what is requiſite for their doing of it; and 


* 
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XXvi. 7. The Lord is ſaid, to weigh the path of the juſt z# 


apportioning their ſtrength and aſſiſtance anfwerably. As at 
making the world, © he weighed the mountains in ſcales, and 


the hills in a balance (4);* that its parts might be of equal 


weight : or, as one that is-to run in a race, and muſt carry 
weights about him; it will be his wiſdom to have them evenly 
poized 3 fo, the Lord ſets one thing againſt another in our ſoul's 
concernments. Paul therefore brings in this wiſdom of Gop, 
as well as his power, to help their faith touching their eſtabliſh» 


ment (J): and the apoſtle Jude, in the cloſe of his epiſtle, 


gives glory to Gop, * as the only wiſe Gop,” upon the. ac- 
count of © his keeping them from falling; and preſenting them 


faultleſs before the preſence of his glory (m).“ 


3. Honour, The concernment of God's honour,” is alſo 
an important argument for proof of this doctrine: the Lord's 
manner of dealing with his people of old, and the reaſon of it, 


is an inſtance above contradiftion. - The promiſe of giving 


them Canaan, was not more abſolute than the promiſe of 
ſalvation to believers; nor was it leſs clogged with conditi- 


ons, threatnings and cautions (which were afterwards added:) 


but, the promiſe being once made abſolute, * To thy feed 
will I give this land (a) zu the Lord held himſcif obliged in 


honour to make it good. How often did he ſeem to be pout- 


ing out his wrath to deſtroy them? firſt in Egypt; then in 
the wilderneſs, -&c.(o). And what kept it off, but the inte- 
reſt of his honouy ? this put him upon finding out ways to de- 
liver them; * I wrought (fays he) for my name's ſake (p):* 
The Lord did, as it were, labour to ſuppreſs his righteous fury, 
incenſed by their intolerable provocations: his name and ho- 
nour were concerned, and that held his hands; he had once 
made an abſolute promiſe, which therefore inuſt be made 
good; though they made themſelves never ſo unworthy of it. 
We lkewiſe find in the xlviiith of //azab, that they had dealt 


very treacherouſly, than which nothing is more provoking :'but, 


fays the Lord, © for my name's fake will I defer mine anger: 
and again, for mine own ſake, even for mine own ſake, will [ 


(4) 16. iv. 12. | (/) Rom xvi. 25, 27. 
(=) Jude 24, 5. (=) Gen. xii, 7, Chap. xv. 48. 
(e) Ezek. xx. 8, 13, 21, 22, 40. Y] Ver. 14. 


do 
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do it; for, how ſhould my name be polluted (q}?” The Lord 
will over-look a thouſand tranſgreflions, rather than expole his 
name and honour to reproach, as once it was by a temporary 
ſuſpenſion ; to recover which, and that his name might be 
ſanctified, he will bring them home again; yea, though it be 
in the eyes of men a thing impoſſible; and they themſelves do 
think ſo likewiſe z for, our hope is loſt, and we are cut off,“ 
ſay they (r); and again, my * hope is periſhed from the 
Lord (5).* Whether at home, or abroad, they ſtil] cauſed his 
name to be profaned ; and for this his holy name, he had pity 
on them (:): for if he ſhould have caſt them off for ever, it 
would have been ſaid, that he did not foreſee how unworthy 2 
people they would be; or, he was not able to keep them in 
their own land, nor to bring them back again; or elſe, that he 

. was changeable in his purpoſes, and not true to his word, c. 
Some reflection or other they would caſt upon him, which he 
would not bear. All which, and much more of a like kind, is 
applicable to believers with reſpect to their perſeverance. 
4. JusTICE, or Righteouſneſs. There can hardly be found 
a firmer ſupport, or more full conſolation to believers, than 
that the juſtice of Gop is engaged to ſave them: for, © the 
righteous Lord loveth righteouſneſs (2), and cannot deny him- 
ſelf.* He would not juſtify any, no, not his very ele, but in 
a way conſiſtent with his juſtice : for which cauſe, he ſent forth 
his Son a propitiation for ſin. Surely then, having received 
the atonement, he will not expoſe his juſtice to cenſure, by 
leaving them, in any wiſe, obnoxious to condemnation, Sal- 
vation now is their due, his grace hath made it fo, by both 
iving and accepting ſuch a price for it, as engageth righteouſ- 
neſs itſelf to ſave them; for, , who ſhall condemn, fince it is 
Chriſt that died (x; ?® it is as righteous a thing with Gop to 
give reſt to his people, as tribulation to thoſe that trouble ; 
them (y). Paul therefore builds his expectation of the crown, 
upon this attribute as well as any other; * henceforth is laid 
up for me a crown of righteouſneſs, which the Lord the righ- 
teous judge ſhall give me at that day (z). The righteouſneſs 
of Gop ſecures to them their holding out, © to finiſa theiv 
courſe, and to keep the faith, as well as the reward when their 


ITE . work 
(9) Iſa. xlviii. o, 11. l.) Ezek. xxxvii. 11. 
(s) Lam. iii. 18. | (t) Exck. xxxvi 20, 21. 
(=) Pialm xi. 7. (x) Rom. viii. 34. 


(9) 2 Thels. i. 6, 7. (X) 2 Tim. iv. 8. 
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work is done. ® Gop is not unrighteous to forget his peoples 
labour of love (z),” much leſs Chriſt's. This gave the apoſtle 


to be perſuaded 5 better things of thoſe he writes to, than to 


be ſubject to falling away (aq The blood of the everlaſting 
coyenant, is engaged to make them perfect in every good 
work, to do his will (. Yea, they ſhall bring forth fruit in 
their old age (c); and this, to declare that the Lord is upright, 
and no unrighteouſneſs in him (d).? | 
5. The FAITHFULNEss, or truth of Gop, is alſo concerned 
in the final perſeverance of believers, For, having drawn 
them from all created bottoms, to a total reliance on himſelf; 
he cannot but give them that they have truſted him for. The 
Lord will not be to his people as that broken ſtaff Egypt was 
to the Jews, to fail them at their greateſt need ; which is, 
when they are loſt, driven away, broken and ſick, and perhaps 
have no mind to return; as Ephraim, who went on fr6- 
wardly (e) ;* then is the fit time for the faithfulneſs of Gop to 
diſcover itſelf, by ſeeking them out, bringing them back, 
binding them up, healing and comforting them (f). To heal 
their backſlidings, as it ſhews the freeneſs of Gop's love, fo 
his faithfulneſs. © The Lord will not behold iniquity in Ja- 
cob (g) ;* that is, he will not take notice of it, fo as to retede 
from his word : for, he could not but ſee their perverſeneſs and 
murmurings ; for which he puniſhed them ſeverely ; and ſome- 


times made as if he would difinherit them: but fill he remem- 


bered his covenant, and that reſtrained it ; the Lord had bleſſed, 
and therefore men could not reverſe it ; neither themſelves, by 
their inſufferable contumacy, nor Balaam with his enchant- 
ments (h), © The Lord loveth judgment,“ (that is, truth and 
Jaithfulneſs;) and © therefore he forſaketh not his ſaints, we 
are preferved for ever (i). The ſaints are in league wit 

Gov, © they have made a covenant with him by ſacrifice (#) ;* 
and it is a league of his own propounding, by which he hath 
obliged himſelf to protect them. And though men may break 
their compacts, the holy one of Iſrael will not; © he is not 
man that he ſhould lie, nor the ſon of man that he ſhould re- 


; pent 
(z) Heb vi. 10. © (2) Heb. x. . 
(% Chap. xill. 20, 21. (c) Pſalm xcii. 14, 
(% Ver. 15. (ez Iſa. lvii. 17, 18, 
/] Ezek. xxxiv. 16. (2) Numb. xxiii. 21. 
(>) Ver. 20. ) Plalin xxxVIi 28, 


(4) Plat J. 5. 
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pent (1).% David having made Go his fortreſs, concludes 
from thence, that ® the name of Gop was engaged to lead, 
and to guide him (me T hoſe Corinthians were as liable ta 
temptations as other men who fell by them ; for they had ſtr 
remainders of corruption, (as appezrs by both the epiſtles) and 
a ſubtle adverſary to obſerve and draw it out: beſides, they 
were highly gifted, 'and fo the more ready to think themſelves 
above the rank of ordinary chriſtians; than which, nothing 
could more expoſe them to danger: but, notwithſtanding- 
all theſe diſadvantages, they ſhall be kept; the faithfulneis 
of Gop, that ſecures them, and # ſhall confirm them unto the 
end (u): for, Gop is faithful (ſays he) by whom ye were call- 
ed zu it is as if he had ſaid, 2 would never have called you. 
into the fellowſhip of his ſon, if he had not reſolved to keep 
you there. So again, he tells them, * Gop will not ſuffer 
them to be tempted above what they ate able (o) ;* and he 
brings it in as an inference from the faithfulneſs of Gov. He 
likewiſe lays the ſtreſs df his confidence for the Theſſalonians 
being preſerved blamcieſs unto the coming of Chriſt, upon the 
ſame attribute; © faichtul is he that called you, who alſo will 
do it (p). And when he would move the Hebrews to pur poſe, 
to hold faſt the profeſſion of their faith without wavering, he 
uſes the ſame engine Mill, 5 faithful is he that promiſed (g).** 
Peter, he alſo. directs the ſaints to # conimit their ſouls unto 
God, in well doing, as unto a faithful creator (r. Now, 
the ſcripture always propounds to us, ſuch attributes and mo- 
tives as are proper to the matter in hand; and therefore, in 
ſtiling God, here, a faithful creator; it is as much as to ſay, 
he that hath wrought you for this ſelf- ſame thing is Gop (5) ;* 
who is faithful to his purpoſe, or firſt intent of his work, and 
will therefore perfect it, notwithſtanding the fiery trial you ate 
to paſs under (t): you may therefore build upon it, and com- 
mit yourſelves to him accordingly : for, & his faithfulneſs ſhall 
not fail () zu and conſequently not yours. 

6. Mercy. This attribute alſo freely contributes to the 
Bd perſeverance. Mercy reſpects men in diſtreſs, to ſup- 
port and bring them out, not tn of their own to help 

| themſelves: 


0 Numb. xxi i. 19. (u) palm xvi. 1. with Pſalm xxxi. 3, 4+ 


{n) 1 Cor. i. 8, 9. (e 1 Cor, x. 13. 
(p) 1 Tbeſs v. 23, 24. (4) Heb. x. 23. 
{r) 1 Pet iv. 19. 6 2 Cor. v. 5. 


( 1 Pet. iy, 12, («) Plalm Ixxxix. 33. 
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themſelves : this, none are ſenſible of as believers ; them there. bi 
fore will mercy eſpecially provide for; He. xiv. 3. * In thee. bi 
the fatherleſs find mercy. P/al. lix. 14. The Gop of mercy 
ſhall preſerve me.“ Mercy is the name of Gop and his glory el 
(x). Mercy is his way, all the paths of the Lord are mer- ge! 
Cy (y) :* and it is his pleaſant path, called therefore his delight al 
(x); it pleaſeth him above any thing, yea, & he takes pleaſure in ir 
them that hope in his mercy (a).* We may ſay, in a good tt 
ſenſe, * his throne, (that is, his glory in the world) is up- c. 
holden by mercy (b).“ It is mercy that makes men to fear h 
| him (c). The cxxxvith Pſalm throughout, is an encomium al 
4 of mercy, as that which doth all for us; and this, becauſe it ſt 
% endures forever,” In the cxxxviiith Pſalm the prophet grounds el 
_ his confidence touching his perſeverance, upon this attribute n 
expreſsly, namely, that Gop would perfect that which con- A] 
cerned him, © becauſe his mercy (which began the work) en- ſe 


dureth for ever. The great — founded in mercy, and a2 


is therefore ſtiled, © the ſure mercies bf- David,” Ia. Iv. 3. I tl 

| ſhall not add touching this attribute : for if all the reſt be on t! 
| our ſide, (as you ſee they are) the mercy of Gop muſt needs ſl 
| be for us; for, it is that, indeed, which hath engaged and t. 
| brought in all the reſt. | | tl 
E Arg. VI. The ſaints perſeverance may alſo be argued from ſi 
| the ends of their being, with the author of thoſe ends: this the d 
ſcripture puts weight upon. Their ends are to glorify Gop, b 
and to be glorified with him: but neither of theſe can be at- J 

tained without perſevering: not the firſt; for nothing ſo diſ- 1 

honours Gop as apoſtaſy: not the latter, becauſe ſuch only as fi 

endure to the end ſhall be ſaved, They muſt therefore, perſe- if 

vere, or thoſe ends will be fruſtrate z which will not ſtand h 

with the author's intereſt or authority. That theſe were the t 

ends of their being, is evident; Iſa. xliii. 21. Theſe people = Y 

have J formed for myſelf ;** and verſe 7. * I created him for t 

my glory. The apoſtle alſo is very expreſs for it in 2 Cor. v. Is 

where, ſpeaking of that divine building in the heavens, pre-, u 

pared for believers, he tells us, * they were wrought for that n 
felf-ſame thing.“ The manner of expreſſion is worthy of re- ſ; 

mark: it-is not barely ſaid, this end, or this thing, we were fl 

made for; but, in effect, this very thing and nothing elſe, (to 8 

| n 

(x) Exod. xxxiv. 7, (5) Pfalm xxv. 10, , 

(=) Micah vii. 18, (a) Pſalm exlvii. 11, T 


% Prov: xx. 28. (<) Palm cxxx ix. 
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be ſure, nothing leſs) was the ſcope and end of our creation, 
both old and new, even of all Gop's workmanſhip upon us. 
And as evident it is, that Gop himſelf is the author of thoſe 
ends, and that therefore they cannot miſcarry. Upon this 
ground the Lord would have his people to found an undaunt- 


able confidence; as ay / well be gathered from his ſo frequent 


indigitating of it. In fa. xliii. he thus fortifies them againſt 
the foreſt of evils; * fear not, for I have redeemed thee; I have 
called thee u and verſe 7. © 1 have created him; I have formed 
him; yea, I have made him, I, even I the Lord,” verſe 11. 
and Chap. xli. 10. * Fear thou not, for I am with thee, I will 
ſtrengthen thee, I will help thee, yea I will uphold thee :* the 
emphaſis lies in the perſon active, I, that is, I the Lord, (a 
note of infinite ſignificancy and ſecurity to believers!) the 
apoſtle alſo in that 2 Cor. v. that believers might know them- 
ſelves invincibly ſecured, he points us to God, as the great 
author of thoſe important ends, and almighty undertaker for 
their accompliſhment ; © he that wrought us for the ſelf-ſame 


thing is Gop.® It is as if he had ſaid, it is impoſſible we 


ſhould loſe the thing we were wrought for, becauſe it is Gon 
that wrought us for it. It is not the deſignment of an idol; 
that is, of ſome ignorant, raſh, fallible, or mutable agent, 
ſuch a one as may poſſibly be ſurprized by unlooked- for acci- 
dents, circumvented by a ſublimer underſtanding, over-born 
by a power above him, or recede from his purpoſe through 
levity and fickleneſs of his nature, &c. But it is Gop, who is 
u wiſe in heart, and mighty in ſtrength,” Fob ix. 4. It is he 
from whom all things that are have their being, and are per- 
fectly under his rule and obeiſance. He had eternity before 
him, to lay his'deſighs ſurely z and accordingly, * he declared 
the end from the beginning.“ It is therefore as impoſſible for 
him either to do, or n glect to do, or ſuffer to be done, any 
thing whereby his purpoſe might ſuffer diſappointment; as it 
is impoſſible that God ſhould lie. He would never have ſet 
up thoſe ends as the ſum and upſhot of his deſign, if he had 
not determined to ſee them made good. And therefore (as 
ſays the apoſtle) © we are always confident, that when abſent 
from the body, we ſhall be preſent with the Lord," 2 Cor. v. ö, 
8. This is alſo further confirmed by that compendious pro- 
miſe, Fer. Xxxi. 33. © 1 will be their Gop, and they ſhall be 
my people :* every word here hath a peculiar emphaſis ; 
1. That he will be a Gon to them; 2. Their Gop; and 3. 

for 
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for ever: this I will imports both a fixed reſolution, © and time 
without limit. It is as if he had ſaid, though other Lords have 
had the rule over you, and you have ſtill a proneneſs to revolt 
to them, it ſhall not be; I will not be outed any more; I will 
heal your backſlidings, and be your Gop {till : I will carry it 
towards you and for you, as becomes a Gop to do; and I will 
make you ſuch a people, as becometh Gop to own ; © I will 
not be aſhamed to be called your Gop,® Heb. xi. 16. It would 
indeed be both a diſparagement and diſſatisfaction to Gop, if 
his people ſhould fail of that he made them for; which cer- 
tainly cannot be, becauſe Goo is theirs; and if God be 


theirs, all things are theirs, both this world and that to come, 
x Cor. iii. 22, 23. 


Arg. VII. Laſtly, For the final perſeverance of believers, 


2 principal argument is fetched from the ſovereign decree of 
Election. I call it ſovereign, partly becauſe it is the manifeſtation 


of Gonr's abſolute dominion over his creatures, in ay | 


whom he would, and paſſing by the reſt: partly alſo, becauſe al 
forts of things whatſoever are ſubjected to it, and made ſubſer- 
vient to its final accompliſhment. And this I take for a princi- 
pal reaſon why Election is ſo frequently placed in eternity, (or 
before the foundation of the world) namely, to ſhew, that the 
very fabric of the world, and all occurrences therein, were ſo 
contrived and framed in Gop's decree, as having Election for 
their primary ſcope and end: that this firſt cauſe is the ſupreme 
moderator of all intermediate cauſes, and is itſelf ſubject to 
none. It was not any lovelineſs in ele& perſons which moved 
Gon to love them at firſt; ſo neither ſhall their unlovely 
backſlidings deprive them of it, though it may be eclipſed by 
their own default, to the breaking of their bones. The Lord 
choſe them for that bleſſed image of his own, which he would 
afterwards imprint upon them; and this he till proſecutes 


through all diſpenſations. 


That elect nation the Jews, they apoſtatized from Gop, and 
did worſe than any other; yet would not the Lord utterly caſt 
them off. In Samuel's time their wickedneſs was very great; 
yet, faith he, (to ſtay them from total apoſtaſy) * the Lord 
will not ſorſake you:“ but what is the ground of that his con- 
fidence, and grand warranty? the very ſame that now we are 
upon; * the Lord will not forſake you, becauſe it hath pleaſed 
the Lord to make you his people:“ not becauſe they remem- 
bered their duty, and returned to Gon; but becauſe “ he re- 

ET”, membered 
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membered for them his covenant: in purſuance whereof he 
long maintained their title, notwithſtanding their often repeated 
forfeitures; and when in captivity, brought them home again. 

And indeed, there is nothing ſo melts the heart of thoſe in 
covenant with Gon, as that * the Lord ſhould be paciſied to- 
wards. them after all their abominations (t).“ The manner of 
Gop's dealings with this people is eſpecially inſtructive to help 
the faith of the ſpiritual, Election upon all occaſions, as holding 
forth the ſpecial regard the Lord has for them becauſe of his 


| covenant : that though he may and will puniſh their iniqui- 


ties; yet his loving kindneſs he will not take from them. 
And he puts it ſtill ypon his having once choſen them, as ye 
have it in Jeremy, Chap. xli. 9. “ I have choſen thee, and not 
caſt thee away.” This latter clauſe ® and not caſt thee 
away, u ſeems added to ſhew, that his chooſing them 
was an act unrepealable, 9. d. I knew beforehand what thou 
wouldeſt do, and how thou wouldeſt prove; and if I had meant 
ever to caſt thee off; yea, if I had not reſolved againſt it, I 
would not have choſen thee at all: but ſince I have, be ſure I 
wili tand by thee, © I will ſtrengthen thee, I will help thee, yea, 

Iwill uphold thee with the right hand of my righteouſneſs.“ 
It is true, the. body of that nation, for their unbelief, are. 
now broken off; there is a ſuſpenſion of the outward part of 
the covenant : not that Gop intends an utter rejection of 
them; for ſuch as have part in the ſpecial Election, are always 
ſaved (u); and the time will come when all Iſrael ſhall be 
ſaved: for, as touching the Election, they are beloved ſtill, 
though yet, unborn, . Far their ſakes it was, that * thoſe days 
of tribulation were ſhortened,” Matt, xxiv. 22. Which an- 
ſwers to that in Ia. Ixv. 8, *. Deſtroy it not, there is a bleſs- 
ing in it,% The Lord will not ſo much regard what they have 
done or deſerved, as what his covenant is concerning Abra- 
ham's feed ; which minding of his covenant is from the un- 
changeableneſs of his purpoſe ; and therefore, though broken 
off at preſent, © they ſhall be grafted in again (x).* though 
driven into -all lands; ſcattefed into corners; mingled with 
the heathen ; and become fo like them, as not to be known. 
aſunder ; yet being his choſen, and within his covenant, he 
will bring them out of their holes, and gather them one by 
one (y): he will do it ſo accurately, exactly, punctually, that 
- a none 

) Ezek. xvi. 62, (z) Rom. xi. 7. 
(x) Ver. 23. (y) Iſa. xavil. 12. 
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none ſhall be wanting; „though ſifted among all nations, not 


one grain ſhall fall to the earth (z).* The reſervation men- 
tioned in Rom. xi. was God's omnipotent ſafeguarding his 
elect, when the reſt of the nation fell to idolatry : they had 
gone all as well as ſome, had not Election held them back; it 
is therefore faid to be according to the Election of grace: 
Election was the pattern, and reſervation the copy of it. And 
that this was not a ſingle caſe, or reſtrained to that preſent 
time, is evident from Matthew xxiv. where our Saviour 
foretels, that the ſubtilty of deceivers, and temptations of the 
times, ſhall be ſuch, and the torrent riſe to that ſtrength, that 


It will be next to impoſſible not to be carried away by it; but 
for the elect, they are ſafeguarded : how? by the coming in of the 
firſt and ſovereign Cauſe, by the virtue of which, the whole force 


and influence of thoſe ſecond cauſes, ſhall either be prevented, 
or removed, . mitigated, inverted, ſhortned, or over-ruled (a); 
and the faith of his ſealed ones ſo confirmed, that they ſhalt 
not be hurt by them (4); yea, (and which is more) thoſe 
very things, which are deſtructive to others, ſhall work life in 
them. This turned Balaam's curſe into a bleſſing to Iſrael (c); 
and Paul's afflictions to his ſalvation (d); they are to them a 
cauſe of © lifting up the head (e). And if it were not ſo, the 
apoſtle could not exhort us © to count it all joy when we fall 


into divers temptations (f);* but that in the midſt there-- 


of u he keepeth the feet of his ſaints (g):% for (ſays Gop) 
u they are my people, children that will not lie (5) ;* g. d. 
They are of thoſe I have choſen, and ſet apart for myſelf, 
and therefore, they ſhall not fruſtrate my purpoſe in chooſing 
them, which ſeems implied in the word ſo, * ſo he was their 
Saviour 3 I will ſave them, becauſel have made them my peo- 
le. | | 

5 And further, it is worthy your notice; that this ſovereign 
deeree is always regnant; a kingdom that beareth rule over 
all, and ſhall never be broken (i). Pſalm |xxxix. 34. My co- 
venant will I not break, nor alter the thing that is gone out 

my lips; my covenant ſhall ſtand faſt with him,” ver 28. It 


is meant of the covenant made with David and his houſe ; or 


rather 


(a) Matt. xxiv. 22. 
(e Deut. xxiil. 5. 
{e) Lake xxi 28. 
(s) 1 Sam. ii. 9. 
(% Dan. ii. 44. 


(=) Amos ix. g. 
(8) Ezek. ix. aan 3. 
{d) Phil. i. 19. 

(f) James ii 1. 


(#1 Iſa, laiil. 8. 
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rather, with Chriſt and his ſpiritual ſeed, of whom David was 
a type. And that we might have ſtrong conſolation, the Lord 
is pleaſed to bind it with an.oath ; once (that is, once for all, 
and once for ever; it was ſo full, perfect, and abſolute that it 
needed no alteration, amendment, or repetition) * once have 1 
ſworn by my holineſs, that | will not lie unto David,“ verſe 35. 
And how impoſſible it was that this covenant ſhould be broken, 
appears by Jeremy, who ſpeaking in the name of the Lord, 
delivers. it thus; * If you can break my covenant of the day, 
and my covenant of the night, that there ſhould not be day 
and night in their ſeaſon; then may alſo my covenant be 
broken with David my ſervant (4) :* here note, by the way, 
that day and night take their tums; bur {till it is in their ſea- 
ſon. And David himſelf ſays of it, that “ it is a covenant 
everlaſting, ordered in all things, and ſure ) 3 that is, what- 
ever might poſſibly fall in to interrupt it, there was that order 
obſerved in the compoſition of the covenant, and ſuch a power 
laid up within it; as ſhould certainly over-run and bear down 
thoſe impediments, triumph over all, and hold on its way: (as 
all the tempeſts and tumults that happen. in this lower world, 
can in no wiſe obſtruct the courſe and harmony of the ſuperior 
orbs) He therefore declares in high, yet humble expreſſions, 
that he deſires no other or better ſecurity for his ſalvatiqn. 
And is it not unlikely, that David and Solomon were both of 
them left to thoſe great and grievous backſlidings, to give 
proof of the ſureneſs of this covenant, which indeed was ſuffi 
ciently done by them and tried to the uttermoſt: for, they 
both broke the eovenant on their part; and yet, the covenant 
was not nulled : no thanks to them, but to- that ſovereign 
grace that had laid in proviſion before to prevent it, by making 
it abſolute and unrepealable. Yet will not the Lord connive 
at their miſcarriages ; but & if, his children forſake my law and 
break my ſtatutes, I will viſit their tranſgreſſions with the 
rod, and. their. iniquity with ſtripes: nevertheleſs my loving- 
kindneſs will I not utterly take from him, nor ſuffer my faith- 
fulneſs to fail.“ There was indeed. (at times) a ſeeming to 
make void, this covenant (u); and great complaints are made 
upon it (as well there might) but it revives, and looks freſh 
again, joy comes in the morning, as is evident by the cloſe of 
of that Pſalm, * Bleſſed be the Lark for eyermore, Amen and 


| 1 18 Amen J 
(4) Jer. xxxiii. 20, 21. Yz Sam. xxiii. 5. 
(m) Pſalm Ixxxix. 31, 32, 333 (n) Ver. 3 
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Amen lu its return was the more welcome for its tem 
abſence; and therefore he meets with a double gratulation, ti 
Amen and Amen! jt was but in a little wrath that he hid his T 
face from them, and that but for a moment of time; , but, with o1 
everlaſting kindneſs will I have mercy on thee, ſaith the Lord T 
thy redeemer. The mountains ſhall depart, and the hills be bi 
removed; — but my kindnefs ſhall not depart from thee, neither ar 
ſhall the covenant of my peace be removed, ſaith the Lord that be 
hath mercy, on thee (e).“ In Jeremy another impoſlibility is fa 
inftanced, to ſhew the eternal validity of this covenant ; * thus W. 
Math the Lord, if heaven above can be meaſured, and the founda- ci⸗ 
tions of the earth ſearcheth out beneath; I will alſo caſt off all | 
the feed of Iſrael, for all that they have done, faith the Lord 
(.* The Lord (you ſee) has made himſelf both the alpha 
and omega of this great ſentence; to ſhew, that both ends of MW Fa 
the covenant are in his own hands, 0 | bu 
© By theſe ſcriptures (with many others) it is apparent, there bo 
Mall be no failure on Gop's part; and conſequently, none at M ob 
all, becaufe he hath taken on himſelf the performance of the of 
whole; not ſo, as to exempt us from our duty, but reduce us WM exc 
| to it, and carry us through it : believers therefore ſhall be in- of 
vineibly ſecured to the end of their faith, the ſalvation of their yet 
fouls. | | Fe 
Yet doth not this doctrine go free of contradiction ; and i P/ 
truly, conſidering how plain and pertinent the ſcripture is for ing 
it, it may well be conjectured, that if the firſt impugners of | 
Perſeverance had not found themſelves in a toil ; and necefli- M Cr: 
tated to oppoſe it, for the maintenance of other principles they rea 
had before eſpouſed, and which would not ſtand with this, thit 
| they would never have ſet themſelves againſt it. But error this 
| (like truths in that) do hang together, or, as links in a chain, its 1 
the firſt mover draws the reft after it: but, I truſt, through MW xxi 
| help from above, all the objections that are laid againſt 1s W 4. 
| doQrine, ſhall (by one hand or other) prove to its farthe f 7. 
| confirmation, The chief that have occurred to me, are theſe tion 
that follow, and if I had met with any more conſiderable, , Hol 
hope I ſhould not have ſhunned their trial. neſs 
Obj. The doctrine of abſolute Perſeverance 'deprives men d und 
the ſharpeſt bit which Gop hath given them, to curb the un- of r 
regenerate part of the ſoul; we mean the fear and dread oM 13. 
eternal fire. 2 
Anſu. 


(+) Ihe. liv, 8, 1b. (p) Jer. l. 7. (s 
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Anſw. The law is good, if lawfully uſed ; ſo is fear, in its 
time and place, but out of that it is à bone out of joint. 
The law works by fear, as a ſchool-maſter unte Chriſt : it is 
ordinarily the firſt occaſion” of our motion towards ' believing, 
The heir whilſt a chil& may be under the tutorage of fear: 
but when faith is grown up, then caſt out the bondwoman 
and her ſon, fear ſhall not be heir with faith: for, though it 
be a good ſervant, it is an ill maſter, © For, fear to predominate 
faith, is for * ſervants to ride,” while princes walk on the earth, 
which is an error the eatth-Eanthot bear (4). Believers (eſpe- 
cially ſuch as know themfelves ſo to be) * receive not the 
ſpirit of bondage again to fear (7) : they are ated now by 
another principle, as à horſe that is throughly broke and well 
wayed, is better managed by a gentle hand, than a biting curb. 
Faith works by love: it is not henceforth the fear of wrath, 
but the ſenſe of Chriſt's love in delivering from wrath, that 
doth curbs the unregenęrate part, and carries to higher acts of 
obedience than fear is Cpabſe of, although at times, all forts 
of motives may be needful to keep us going; and the Lord for 
exerciſe of our graces, and other holy ends, may let the deareſt 
of his children long conflict with their fears, under which he 
yet ſupports them, and brings them forth like gold, at laſt, 
See Ethan's complaint, and the cloſe he makes, in the Ixxxixth 
P/alm: fee alfo, that excellent treatiſe, A child of light, walk- 
3 darknefs, Sc. | | bh 
There be two forts of fear; of Gop, and of the creature. 
Creature- fear believers are ſtill called from, and with good 
reaſon, as ye will find after, "Godly fear is quite another 
thing, it is a grace of the largeſt import: no ſaving grace, but, 
this fear is put for it, or joined with it; which juncture ſhews 
its import in that place. It is ſometimes put for faith, Gen. 
xxii. 12. with Heb. xi. 17. ſometimes for love, P/alm cxxx. 
4. with Luke vii. 47. For reverence alſo, Pſalm Ixxxix. 
7. Lev. xix, 3. Heb. xii. 28. For vigilance and cireumſpec- 
tion, 2 Cor. vii. 11, For ſubjection, or obſervance, Mal. i. 6. 
Holineſs alſo is coupled with fear, 2 Cor. vii. 1. So is meek- 
neſs, 1 Pet. iii. 15. So alfo is knowledge, wiſdom, and good 
underſtanding, Prov. i, 7. Pſalm cxi. 12. Sometimes the whole 
of religious worthip is intended by it, Judges vi. 10. Iſa. viii. 
13. Job i. 1, and 8. This fear ariſeth fram the ſight of Gop's 
- holineſs, greatneſs, juſt ſeverity againſt ſin, with the freeneſs of 
Insu. | 2 his 
(7) Eccles. x. 5, 7. with Prov. xxx, 21, 22, (r.) Rom. viii. 15, 
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his grace, ſureneſs of his covenant, fulneſs that is in Chriſt, in 
and our intereſt in him wherewith that ſlaviſh fear of hell, will x. 
not conſiſt, On this account, the Lord our God is ſaid to be te 
a n fearſul name, Deut. xxviii. 58. that is, it is the only ob. w| 
ject worthy of our faith, love, reverence, and religious wor- ſo1 
ſhip: and according to this ſenſe of the word, Blefled is the ba 
man that feareth always.“ But touching the fear of hell. as fot 
ſuppoſed the beſt curb to ſin, and promoter of Perſeverance, it an 
ought to be rejected. How far it may influence an unregene- an 


rate perſon, as a curb to his luſts, is not the queſtion here; juſ 
but if Saul and Judas ran headlong to hell, with this bit in is | 
their mouths, then the ſharpeſt. bit is not the moſt effeQual fan 
curb. Arguments againſt it are obvious; 1. That by which bin 
God purifies the heart, and whereby believers are ſtrengthened the 
to a concurrence with him in that work, is ſurely the propereſt app 
curb to ſin: that alſo which weakens and-tends to deſtroy the mat 
root, muſt needs be more effectual than that which only hin- tho 
ders ſome puttings of it forth: but, all this is done by faith; tale 
this lays the ax to the root: '* by faith Gop puriſies the the 
heart (3), and every one à that hach this hope, purifieth him- tog 
| ſelf as he is pure (:) There is no ſuch virtue aſcribed to the hav 
| fear of hell, but plainly, the ſpirit; of fear is oppoſed to the the 
ſpirit of love, of faith, and of a ſound mind (4). 2. That cerr 
which has the place of an end in Chriſt's delivering from ene: 1 
mies, can be no let to perſeverance: but, that we might ſerve 1, 
Gop * without fear, u has the place of an end in th& deli- MW if h. 
verance (x). 3. That which the ſcripture holds forth as an IW vera; 
help to Perſeverance, cannot be an hindrance to it; but, the ſhoy 
ſcripture. holds forth faith and confidence in God, as a.princi- ¶ thoſ: 
pal help to perſeverance (y). 4. That which irritates the un- ſupp! 
regenerate part, cannot be ſaid to curb it: but, this does the foluc 
fear of wrath, hen the commandment came, fin revived (z),” law, 
that is, it took occaſion by the law's reſtraint, fot the ſtronger I Lord 
reſurgency againſt it; and ſo, the * law worketh wrath (a),” deep 
as a torrent ſtopped in its courſe grows more impetuous ; Cain ¶ weak 
was an inſtance of this (6); and even Paul in; his unregene- WM cauſe 
racy (c): when throughly convinced of fin, if grace ſtep not "I ſhua 


In befor 

(s) AQs xv. 9. SFM (7) 1 John iii, 3. 4 fe 

(=) 2 Tim. i. 7. (x) Luke i. 74, 75. ro 
(y) Rom. vi. 12, 14. Heb. iii. 14. Chap. x. 35. 

E) Rom. vii. 9. (a) Chap. iv. 15. 0 


(6) Gen. iv. 5 (c) Rom. vii. IQ, 11. ( 
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in as its guardian, the ſoul's undone. That ſcripture Matt. 
x. 28. gives the objection no countenance; the fear there in- 
tended, is that which hath faith and love in it: * fear not them 
which kill the body, but fear him that is able to deſtroy both 
ſoul-and body in hell.“ The two objects of fear he puts in the 
balance; to ſhew how little reaſon we have to balk our duty 
for fear of men, whoſe power can but reach to a bodily death; 
and how much more to fear him that has the keys of death 
and of hell; that is, who hath power to caſt into hell, might 
juſtly have done it, and yet hath ſaved us from it: and this fear 
is love; as is evident by Matt. x. 37. where ſpeaking of the 
ſame thing, (namely, cleaving to Chriſt, parting with all for 
him) it is exprefsly called love, 4 he that Joveth father or mo- 
ther more than me, is not worthyof me:“ and, for ought that 
appears to the contrary, it might be the fear of hell that 
made the ſlothful ſervant to hide his talent; © I knew thee that 
thou art an hard man, and I:was afraid; and went and hid thy 
talent in the earth (d). It is alſo to be obſerved, that before 
the great tribunal, the fearful and unbelieving ſtand linked 
together (e). But whatever influence the fear of hell may 
have upon ' perſons unregenerate, as a curb to their luſts; 
the doctrine of Perſeverance deprives not of it; for this con- 
cerns only beſievers itt i en es 7 4 | 
The objeQion is further excepted: againſt; 
1, Becauſe it puts an indignity on the wiſdom of Gop, as 

if he had taken from believers ſome expedient help to Perſe- 
verance, by giving them abſolute promiſes ; whereas, we 
ſhould . rather ſuſpect our on underſtandings, and renounce 
thoſe opinions, which neceſſitate. ſuch unnatural deductions to 
ſupport them : for, do but ſeparate the promiſes from their ab- 
ſoluteneſs, and their ſtrength is gone; they would prove as the 
law, u weak through the weakneſs of the fleſh (f) ® The 
Lord knows that believers have the moſt difficult work, and 
deepeſt ſenſe. of their. own inſufficiency, and that nothing more 
weakens their hands than doubting and fears, and for that very 
cauſe hath made his promiſes abſolute. Thus he armed Jo- 
ſhua to the battle; * there ſhall not any man be able to ſtand 
before thee all the days of thy life: I will not leave thee 
nor forſake thee; and thence draws him an argument, to be 
" ſtrong and-of a good conrage (g). Thus alſo Samuel (in the 
. SJ. place 


le) "OR xxi, 8. 


4% dia mie; 6am; 
A (z) Joſh. i. 5, 6. 


J)] Rom. viii. 3. 
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place forementioned z) when the people were greatly perplexed 


becauſe of God's diſpleaſure towards them; to confirm them 
in their duty, he comforts them againſt their fears ; * fear not, 

e have done all this wickedneſs, yet turn not afide from fol- 
. the Lord (þ):* And what is the ftrong reaſon by which 


he fixes them? © for, the Lord will not forſake his people (i). 
Paul likewiſe, exhorting believers to that great duty of keep- 


ing down fin, that it might not reign; becauſe the ſharpneſs 
and heat of the conflict might otherwiſe. make them recoil; 
he gives them, as an high cordial, aflurance of victory; tells 
them expreſsly, that © fin ſhall not have dominion over 
them (4). Of the ſame mind were Peter and John; the one 
directs * to give all diligence to make our calling and Election 
fure zu and this, as a principal means to * keep us from 
falling (/) :* and the other makes it the very ſcope of his 
whole epiſtle, that believers might know they have eternal 
life, and that they might “ go on in believing (n). Which 
kind of arguments had been very improper and unduly: applied, 
if giving them aſſurance touching the event, had not been a 
ſtrengthening of them in their duty, and much more, if it 
would have proved an indulgence to the fleſh. | 
2. Let fear be conſidered in its ordinary and natural ef. 
fects; and it will eaſily appear, that nothing is leſs pleaſing 
to Gop, or more unapt for the ſervice of Perſeverance, *' As a 
man's principle is, ſuch will be his obedience, laviſh obſerv- 
ance is the beſt that flaviſh fear can produce; which is no 
way acceptable to an ingenious ſpirit : Gop loves a chearful 
giver, not Samaritan worſhip, © for fear of lions (n). Such 
fervice will alſo be weak and wavering: for, nothing ſo un- 
ſettles the mind as fear, it enervates the ſoul, and takes away 
its ſtrength: * Nabal's heart died within him for fear (o) 3 and 
the ſoldiers that kept the ſepulchre, were as dead * men for 
fear (þ) :* the obedience, therefore, which comes from thence, 
can be but a dead obedience, the effect cannot riſe higher than 
the cauſe. Pharaoh let Iſrael go, becauſe of the plagues, 
which being a little removed, he repents his obedience, and 
chides himſelf for it (q) : and thoſe hypocrites, though fearf]- 


nel 
(>) 1 Sam. xii. 20. : (i) Ver. 22. 
() Rom. vi. 14. (.) 2Pet. i. ie. 
(n 1 John v. 13. - "(#) 2 Kings xvii, 25. 


(g) Exod. xiv. 5. 
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neſs had ſurprized them, remained hypocriges. ſtill (r). Thi 
fear will alſo conſiſt with the greateſt impieties: thoſe very 
Samaritans who thus feared the Lord, did alſo worſhip their 
graven images (). ele rad +. 
4. Fear puts upon uſing unlawful means: Iſnae to deny 
his wife (:); David to lie, and feign himſelf mad (u); Peter, 
and other holy men, to diſſemble (x). It ſends men to Egypt 
for help, as it did the Jews (3); yea, to hell, as it gi 
Saul (z). Therefore, both Satan and wicked men, are itil 
endeavouring to put God's people in fear, as they would 
Nebemiah, whereby his work had ceaſed (+). And Satan 
ſtood at Joſhua's right hand to reſiſt him, that is, to accule 
him; and fo to put him in fear, becauſe of his filthy gar- 
ww thereby to diſcourage him in the work of his of- 
ce (b).. 221 r 3 4 $202 R nf frame? 
4. Let fear be compared with its contrary, which is faith, 
this removes the mountain, while fear fixes it, yea, make 
it ſeem to be, where no ſuch. thing is. Fear made the un- 
believing ſpies to bring up an evil report of the good land, 
and to fancy impoſſibilities of obtaining it (e): faith made 
Caleb and Joſhua magnanimous; Let us go up at once (ſay 
they) and poſſeſs it, fot we are well able to overcome it (a4); yea, 
they ſhall be bread for us (e).“ Theſe two, who fearetl no 
miſcarriage under an abſolute promiſe, were carried 
that doubted were ſhut out. Peter, while confident, walked 
on the waves; when he began to donbt, he began to link (. 
It was faith made. thoſe worthies valiant to fight, enabled one 
to chaſe a thouſand (g); when fear cauſed a thouſand: to' flee 
at the rebuke of one, yea, at the u ſhaking of a leaf (%).“ An 
handful of obedience ſpringing from faith and confidence in 


God, is more acceptable to him, than ſheafs and loads ariſing 


from fear of wrath, If Paul, for fear of hell, had given his 

body to be burned, it bad been nothing (1): but faith and 

love render ſmall things of value with God, even the wi- 
20454 84 dow's 

(r) Iſa. xxxiii. 14. (s) 2 Kings xvii. 41. 

e Gen. xxvi. 7. ( 1 Sam. xxi. 13. | 

(x) Gal, ii. 12, 13. (y) Ia. xxx. 2. Ho. vii. 11. 

() 1 Sam. xxviil, 7. la) Neh. vi. 13. 14, 19. 

(5) Zech. iii. 1, be] Numb. xiii- 31. 

(4) Ver. 30. te) Chap. xiv. 9. N 

(f) Matt. xiv. 29, 30. (f) Joſh. xxili. LG . 

(+) Lev, xxvi. 36. (4) 1 Cor. xiil, 3 7 <3 
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dow's mite, and a cup of cold water. And it is worthy of 
remark, that when the fruits of the ſpirit are reckoned: up, this 
fear is not ſo much as named among them (4). And certain 
it is, that the more ſenſible and lively our love is to Gop, 
the leſs will be our fear of hell, for perſect love caſts out 
fear. - n 7 | 


3. If fear were ſuch an effectual curb to fin, or help to | 


Perſeverance, there would not be ſuch promiſes of. deliver- 
ing God's people from their fears, nor would they ſo affec- 
tionately bleſs Gop for their being delivered, nor ſo reſolutely 
ſet themſelves againſt it; neither would there be ſo many 
commands and injunctions laid upon them, not to be afraid. 
([..) For commands againſt fear. Fear not thou, O m 
ſervant Jacob, — for I will ſave thee: fear thou not, —I will 
correct thee in meaſure (/),” that is, meetly and proportionably, 


according to the ſcope of my covenant, Which is to ſave. 


thee, The Lord would not have us think ourſelves in dan- 
ger of being caſhiered, when we are chaſtened ; which ſeems 
the import of that in Ifaiah, I have choſen thee, and not 
caſt thee away; fear thou not (m).”" So, to the Hebrews, 
u caſt not away your confidence () : and Chriſt to his diſci- 


ples, * let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be 


afraid (o): (nothing brings ſuch perturbation of mind as 
fear.) And, * fear not, little lock; why? it is your father's 
good pleaſure to give you the kingdom (p).# Innumerable are 
the injunctions laid upon Gop's people againſt fear, //a. xxxv, 
4. chap. xliii. 5 chap. xliv. 2. Jer. xxx. 10. Joel ii. 21. 
Zeph. iii. 16. Hag. ii. 5. Zach. viii. 13, 15. Matt. X. 29. 


As xxvii. 24. Rev. i 17, &c. Therefore freedom from this 


fear is no impediment to Perſeverance. 


(2.) Promiſes of delivering from fears . Jacob ſhall be in 


quiet, and none ſhall make him afraid (q): he ſhall not be 
afraid of evil tidings (r): he ſhall be quiet from fear of 
evil (s). The promile is not made to fear and fainting, but 
to faith and confidence; * be of good courage, and he ſhall 
ſtrengthen thy heart (7).* If it had been the mind of Chriſt, 
that believers ſhould ftill be under this fear, he would not 


3 have 
(4) Gal. v. 22, 23. I) Jer xlvi. 27, 28. 
(m) Iſa. xli. 9, 10, (») Heb. x. 38. 
(o) John xiv 27. (p) Luke xii. 32, 
(g) Jer xxx. 10. (7) Pſalm cxii, 7. 


.) Prov, i. 33. 6) Plalm xxvii. 14. 
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have told them, * they are paſſed from death to life, and ſhall 
not come into condemnation (x): that they ſhall fit upon 
thrones (x) : that their inheritance is reſerved in heaven for 
them, and they kept for it ; and that for the mighty power of 
God (y). The reſult of all which is, that * having theſe 
promiſes, we ſhould cleanſe ourſelves from all filthineſs of 
fleſh and ſpirit ; perfecting holineſs in the fear of Gop (z) 
(3.) Examples of chriſtian reſolution, not to fear. * Yea, 
though I walk through the valley of the ſhadow of death, I 
will fear none evil (a).” Ja. I. 7. Therefore (that is, becauſe 
the Lord Gop hath promiſed to help him ; therefore) have I 
ſet my face as a flint, and I know:that I ſhall not be con- 
founded.* Pſalm lvi. 4. * I will not fear what fleſh; can do 
unto me. And P/alm xlix. 5. Wherefore ſhould TI fear in 
the days of evil, when the iniquity of my heels ſhall compaſs 
me about?“ theſe, if any thing, ſhould have put him in fear; 
but this faith reſolves againſt it, according to Ia. xii 2. * 
will truſt, and not be afraid,” that is, he would not willingly 


admit the leaſt mixture of fear with his faith; and good rea- 


ſon for it, ſince u the joy of the Lord was his ſtrength 5). 
(4.) Inſtances of thankfulneſs for deliverance from fears. 
„O magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt his name to- 
gether.® (But what is the occaſion of this Joyful triumph?) 
J ſought the Lord and he heard me, and delivered me from 
all my fears (c): and therefore will I offer in his tabernacle 
facrifices of joy zu and the reaſon of it was, that“ Gop would 


hide him in his own pavilion (d) ; that is, he would ſecure 


him from danger, and ſet him up above his fears: which he 
could not, with any good reaſon have rcjoiced in; nor have 
prayed that God would * reſtore him to the joys of his ſalva- 
tion, if the dread of eternal fire had been fo good a friend to. 
Perſeverance. Scriptures might be multiplied : but, beſides 
theſe, it is evident in experience, that nothing ſo elevates the 
ſpirit and courage of a man in great undertakings, as aſſurance 
of ſucceſs: but while he is wavering, and doubtful- how he 
ſhall ſpeed, eſpecially while he meditates terrors, and of .them 
the dreadfulleſt, his hands are enfeebled, nor has he his wits 
about him (as we uſe to ſpeak) to diſcern and improve them 


| | : as 
(2 John v 24. (.] Matt. xix. 28. 
ret. (z) 2 Cor. vii. 1. 
(a) Plaim xxiii. 4. (6) Neh. viii. 10. 


(e Pſalm xliii. 3, 4. (4) Pſalm xxxvii.' 5, 6. 
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as otherwiſe he might. That which tends really to make a 
man © ſtedfaſt, unmoveable, and always to abound in the 
work of the Lord,” is not the fear of miſcarrying, and loſing 
all at laſt; but“ faith, and a certain knowledge that his la- 
bour ſhall not be in vain in the Lord,“ 1 Cor. xv. 58. 


Odj. If a man once believing cannot loſe his faith; why is 


it ſaid, Let him that ſtandeth take heed left he fall ?“ and 
look to yourſelves, that ye loſe not the things ye have 
wrought ? if no poſſibility of loſing, what need ſuch cautions, 
and ſo great circuniſpeciion ? 


Anſw. The maker of this objection hath elſewhere granted, 


that the obtaining of Canaan was ſure to Abraham's feed, 
ſo as their unworthineſs could not deprive them of it: 
and yet we find, their induction and actual poſſeſſion yoked 
(afterwards) with as many conditions, cautions and limita- 
tions, as the promiſe of ſalvation to believers, any where is; 
and yet, nevertheleſs certain. But for more particular anſwer, 
1. That a righteous man may fall, is evident; and as evi- 
dent it is, that he cannot fall finally : for though he fall 
ſeven times in a day, as often does he rife again (e); and this, 
becauſe the Loid upholdeth him with his hand (F): and 
again, the Lord upholdeth all that fall (g) ;*. that is, either he 
Nays them when they are falling, or ſo oiders and limits the 
matter, that they fall not into miſchief, as others do, and 
to be ſure he will ſet them on their feet again: the abſolute 
promiſe cannot be nulled or made uncertain by cautionary. 
words elſewhere delivered. It cannot therefore be meant of 
A total and final falling-away, which the ſcripture current ex- 
preſsly runs againſt. UH ee | 
2. There are conſiderations of great weight to make 
believers take heed of falling, without ſuppoſing their final 
apoſtaſy, (as the danger of breaking a man's bones, is ground 
ſufficient for caution, though ſure that his neck ſhall be ſafe;) 
the diſhonour done unto his father; the ſhame that is put 
upon Chriſt ; grieving the comforter, ſcandalizing the good 
ways of GoD; ſtumbling the weak; ſtrengthening the 
wicked ; the unfitting of him for his duty ; interrupting his 
peace and communion with Gop, Sc. Every of which 
will weigh deep with a ſoul that is born of Gop. 
3. The Lord does ordinarily bring about his purpc ſes by 
<. means 
(e) Prov. xxiv. 16. (/) Pſalm xxxvii. 24. 
(2) Pſalm cxlv. 14. | 
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means; of which cautions are a part; and by which, as a 
means, he keeps off the evil cautioned againſt, In 1 Jam fn. 
28. the apoſtle exhorts them to * abide in Chriſt ;* whons 
certain profeſſors had relinquiſhed, verſe 19. And as pur- 
poſely intending to obviate this objection, he tells them, 
5 that they ſnall abide in him,” verſe 27. whereby he ſtrengthens 
them to their duty. | e | * 

For the other place objected, (namely, look to yourſelves, 
that we loſe not the things we have wrought); it is one thing 
to loſe for a time the ſenſe and comfort of our ſtate, as David, 
Heman, and others did; and another thing to loſe the ſtate 
itſelf; which a believer ſhall never do, as is ſhewn before. 
Of much like import is that in 2 Pat. i. 5, 6, 7, 8, gth verſes; 
where he exhorts them to“ giye all diligence, to add one 
grace to another: and to help them in their work, he tells 
them, 1. What advantages they ſhall have by their ſo doing; 
they © ſhall not be unfruitful in the knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt, : 
that is, it ſhall evidence to them that the knowledge they have 
is a real . 3» which cannot be known from that 
which is formal only, but by ſuch an effect. That alſo b 
this means it ſhall be increafed ; the uſing of things well 
and to their proper end, being the readieſt way to their im- 
provement,' according to John vii. 17. * He that will do my 
will, ſhall know of my dectrine 2. He then ſets before 
them the loſs they ſhall have in caſe of neglect, they will be- 
come blind, unable to fee afar off, and forget that they were 
purged from their old fins : remiſsnefs will bring -obfcurity : 
that which was clear before, will mow become clouded, 
and be as if it were not: it may ſeem to them, that they are 
fhort of that reſt, which yet is ſure to them; and ſo they will 
be put to begin their work anew : whereas, if they do theſe 
things, they ſhall never fall,” that is, they ſhall: not fall from 
their ſtedfaſtneſs, nor Joſe that clear fight and aſſurance which 

now have, touching their good eſtate, namely, as being 
partakers of the divine nature, and purged from their old fins ; 
which thofe neglects might put out of their ſight ;- and fo loſe 
them the ſenſe and comfort of what they had wrought. 

Obj. We read in John vi. 66. that many of Chriſt's diſci- 
ples forſook him: in Timothy, of ſome, who, as concerning 
the faith, had made ſhipwreck: and of Simon Magus, who 
once believed, and was afterwards found in the bond of ini- 


quity, | 
| Anſw. 
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- Anſw. The objedion has an anſwer ſufficient made ready 
to its hand, in 1 John ii. 19.“ They went out from us, be- 
cauſe they were not of us : for, if they had been of us, they 
would no doubt have continued with us.“ Seeming faith may 
really be loſt,” as theirs was; and real faith may ſeemingly be 
loſt, as was the apoſtle's, Luke xxiv. 21. Seeming faith is 
loſt really, bcauſe it was but ſeeming ; real faith cannot be 


loſt, becauſe it is real. Yet we ſhall find, that that which is 


but ſeeming, is frequently called by the name of that it ſeems 
to be; as in Matt. xiii. 12. it is faid, * that which he hath :* 


in Luke viii, 18. (ſpeaking of the ſame thing) it is rendered, 


that he ſeemeth to have: “ fo thoſe who forſook Chriſt, they 
were diſciples but in ſhew; they never believed in truth ; as 
appears by Fohn vi. 64. Jeſus knew from the beginning, 
who they were that believed not-:* and this (namely, becauſe 
it was but a ſeeming faich they had) he gives as the rea- 
fon of their now forſaking-him. And for Simon Magus, 
= anſwer is as clear concerning him: where let us con- 
er, 8 5 . Pans 
1. That a man may be ſaid to believe, and yet not be a be- 
liever; as a righteous man to ſin, and yet not be a ſinner, 
1 John v. 18. Fo be a believer, is to be thorough- paced in 
faith, to believe all that is te be believed, and to have the 


heart united to it: thus Simon believed not; and if he had, 


could not have thought the holy Ghoſt vendible for money. 
2. His ſaith ſeems to be only ſuch a belief concerning 
Philip as the Samaritans lately had concerning Simon, namely, 
that he was the great power of Gop.” For finding himſelf 
overmatched by Philip, who caſt out the ſpirits, which he, 
perhaps, had poſſeſſed them with, he could not now 'but 
give the precedency to Philip, as having a greater power 
than himſelf; and therefore, he“ continued with Philip, 
wondring at what he did.“ | | 
3. Simon's believing ſeems to be no more than an outward 
profeſſional faith, taken up for by-reſpects, to preſerve his in- 
tereſt and repute among the people, who now began to fail 
from him, and to follow Philip; whoſe diſciple he himſelf 
will profeſs to be, rather than to be quite caſhiered, Beſides, 
this profeſſion of his, might (in his. conceit) be a ſtep towards 
* purchaſing the gift of the holy Ghoſt,” which if he could 
obtain, he had been again in as good a condition, both for re- 


putation and profit, as before. tt 
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If any ſhall ſay, we read not of this diſtinction of faith, 
into true and falſe: I anſwer, the ſcripture frequently ſpeaks 
of perſons and things, according to vulgar eſteem, or what 
they profeſſed themſelves to be; Abaz is ſaid to & ſacrifice to 
the gods of Damaſcus that ſmote him (a) zu and yet neither 
were they gods, nor did they ſmite him; but it. is ſpoke ac- 
cording to his own ſuperſtitious opinion of them. So thoſe 
four hundred men, who propheſied before Ahab, they are 
called prophets (5) ;. not that they were fo indeed, but becauſe 
they ſo profeſied themſelves ; or becauſe ſo reputed, by Ahab 
and the people., A prophet is one that is inſpired by the holy 
Ghoſt ; which thoſe men were not, but by a lying fpirit (c). 
Now Simon Magus was no more a true believer, than thoſe 
true prophets; nor his faith ax more of the right kind, 
than their predictions true pAphecies. . We alſo, find that 
the ſcripture makes the coming to pals of the thing foretold, 
to be the evidence of a true prophet: according to which 
rule, Perſeverance to ſalvation muſt demonſtrate the truth of 
faith; and whereſoever this follows not, there faith was but 
pretended; & they profeſs to know Gop, but in works deny 
him (4) zu as of the Samaritans before mentioned, it is ſaid, 
u they feared the Lord ;* and preſently; after, that u they 
feared not the Lord (e); they feared him in ſhe w, but not in 
truth. {+ 444 in a f » '4*14 91 13 THY, 
4. The foundation of Gop ſtanding ſure ; having this 
ſeal, the Lord knoweth them that are his (J).“ He brings it 
in to comfort, believers touching the ſurenels of their ſtand- 
ing; when others, of as glorious ,qut-fides make ſhipwreck 
of the faith: it ſtands ſure, becauſe the Lord knoweth them 
that are his; he knows whom he hath choſen; for whom he 
hath, received the atonement; whom. he hath called, and 
cauſed to take hold of his covenant: , and theſe ſhall ſurely be 
kept, notwithſtanding, the woful backſlidings of others, |. 

Obj. If ane that believes not now, may have faith, here- 
after; then one that is now a believer, may loſe his faith, and 
turn apoſtate... - .- 


Anſw. It follows not, that becauſe Chriſt can bind Satan, 
and caſt him out; therefore Satan can do fo by Chriſt. He 
can come into the devil's nurſery when he will; take a 


crab. 


(a) 2 Chron, xxviii. 23. (h) 1 Kings xxii. 6. 
(c) Ver. 22. | (d) Tit. ie 16. 
(e}) 2 Kings xvii. 32, 34. (/} 2 Tim. ii. 19. 
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erab · ſtock and tranſplant it, and graft it with a noble cyon: 
but Satan cannot come into Gop's vineyard, (which is a 
garden incloſed) and take thence what he pleaſeth. One 
who is now dead in fin, may be quickened ; but being once 
alive can die no more: it is Chriſt's own aſſertion, he that 
liveth, and believeth in me, ſhall never die, John xi. 26. 
which cannot be meant of any other but a ſpiritual death, 
which is all one with loſing his faith. | 1 
Obj. A righteous man may turn away from his righteouſ- 
neſs; and that fo, that he ſhall die for it,“ Ezek. xviii. 24. 
Anſw. There is a two-fold righteouſneſs, 1. Moral; ſuch 


as Paul had before his converſion; this a man may continue 


in to the laſt, and yet not be ſaved. 2. There is a goſpel 
righteouſneſs; (1.) Imputed z this is the righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt, by which we are juſtified (2:) Infuſed; this is the 
divine nature communicated by the Spirit of Chriſt, whereby 
we are ſanctified. Theſe two go inſeparably, and can never 
be loſt. But the righteouſneſs ſpoken of in the place objected 
ſeems to be of the former ſort; namely, moral or outwar 
righteouſneſs; for, outward conformity to the law was th 
condition of their poſſeſſing the land of Canaan, with lon 
life and proſperity in it. bis (if retained,) gave them 2 
legal right to thoſe promifes; if they turned from it, the 
ran into a forfeiture: and Joſe it they might, for they had n 
promiſe that they ſhould abide in it. But, the new covenant 
undertakes for that, as is evident by comparing Jer. xxxi. 31, 
33. with Chap. xxxii. 40. But if any will yet ſuppoſe, the 
_ righteous man ſpoken of in that xviiith of Ezz#!e to be meant 
of a true believer; there is, I hope, in the anſwers foregoing 
— W 24 75770020 IR 9 
But ſuppoſe a believer be taken away' in his fin, (as per- 
haps Joſtah was) and hath not time to repent of it? 1. It 
cannot be proved that this was the caſe with Joſiah: he had 
had time ſufficient between his wounding and his death; as is 
evident by the ftory, 2 Chron. xxxv. 23, 24. But, 2. There 
was that in him that would have repented ; and Gop reckons 
of a man according to what he would do. It being in Da- 
vid's heart to build him an houſe, it was accepted as if he had 
done it. The root of the matter is in every regenerate per- 
ſon, which if it had time would put forth itſelf in fruits : and 
therefore they ſhall not be dealt with as barten trees, which 
have not that ſubſtance in them, 
| Obj. 
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Obj. The promiſe of Perſeverance is not made to faith, 
that that ſhall not fail; but in reference to the favour of Gop, 
namely, that if men go on to believe, they ſhall abide in his 
love. | | 19 
Anſw. Thus to give the ſenſe of the promiſe, is to ener- 
vate it, and make ic ſpeak but according to the covenant of 
works: it bereaves it wholly of that betterneſs the ſcripture 
aſcribes to it in He. viii. 6-10. It alſo. renders the promiſe 
as ſpeaking fallaciouſly ; making ſhew of that it intends not: 


it would be as if he had faid, you ſhall keep the favour of 


God, if you do not loſe it. Beſides, faith is the ſoul's coming 
to Go; unbelief, its departing from him: the promiſe, 
therefare, that ſecures againſt departing from Gop - ſecures 
our continuance in believing ; he that undertakes you ſhall 
be crowned, doth virtually undertake. for your holding out to 
the end of your race. 5 1 ä | 
Obj. Others again, in interpreting the promiſes. recorded 
in the xxxvith of #zek. and xxxiid of Jeremy, touching mens 
not departing, from GoD, reſtrain them to the Jewiſh nation, 
and to the Jaſt days. | 7 | | 
 Anſw., To this I ſhall only ſay, that although ſome: parth- 
cular times and perſons are more immediately concerned in 
the promiſes of the old teſtament (eſpecially ſuch as reſer to 
temporal things) yet is there not one promiſe, but, in the 
ſpirituality of it, belongs to every one that belongs to Chriſt; 
that 1s, ; in ſpirit, No ſcripture is of private interpreta- 
tion; and therefore not to be confined. to thoſe particular 
times or perſons, when and to whom they were delivered: 
they were written for the uſe of all (g); and we find them 
accordingly applied in the new teſtament. The promiſe 
made to Joſhua tpuching the ſucceſs of his warfare in Canaan, 
is by the apoſtle applied to believers in general, as an argu- 
ment againſt over much carefulneſs in a married eftate, and 
for contentedneſs with our preſent condition (5). So likewiſe, 
the propheſy of Iſaiab, touching the hypocrites of his time, 
is by Chriſt applied to the Phariſees (i): and the promiſes 
made to the Jews in J. liv. 13. are applied to the Geatiles, 
in Jobu vi. 45. | | 
Obj. The doctrine of abſolute Perſeyerance, lays the reins 
| of 


(g) 1 Cor. x. 11. (4) Joſh. i. 3. with Heb. xii. 3. 
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— ſecurity on the neck of the fleſh, and of the old man in be- 
levers. | ” | 

Anſw. For anſwer, 1. This objection is (in effect) the 
fame with the firſt, only it ſpeaks broader ; which ſhews, that 
the farther men go in oppoſing the truth, the worſe language 
they give it. That many who diſbelieve the doctrine of 
Perſeverance, have given the fleſh its full range and liberty, 
needs no proof: but, that any bel, ever hath made that im- 
pious uſe of it, will never be made out. 2. The objection 
deſerves no quarter, becauſe it highly reproaches the goodneſs 
and faithfulneſs of Gop, as if for a fiſh, he had given his 
people a ſcorpion; for ſo it would be, if his giving them ab- 
folute promiſes, would prove an indulgence to the fleſh. 3. It 
alſo contradicts the known and conſtant way of holy mens 
arguing and inferring from abſolute promiſes, and the higheſt 
aſſurance: ſee a few inſtances of this: When Chriſt our life 
fall appear, then ſhall ye alſo appear with him in glory :* the 
reſult of it is, * mortify therefore your members. which are 
upon the earth (4). Again, we know that when he ſhall ap- 


pear, we,ſhall be like him: and what is the fruit of this 


knowledge? u every man that hath this hope in him, purifieth 
himſelf, even as he is pure ().“ The like ye have in the Co- 
rinths: * for we know that if our earthly houſe of this taber- 
nacle were diſſolved, we have a building of Gop, an houſe not 
made with hands, eternal in the heavens zu now fee the effect 
of this aſſurance; * wherefore we labour, that whether pre- 
ſent or abſent, we may be accepted of him (m) In the next 


chapter he repeats the ſum of the new covenant ; *I will be a2 


father unto you, and ye ſhall be my ſons and daughters, ſaith 
the Lord almighty (a) :* obſerve now the the uſe he makes of 


it; (and all believers have the ſame mind) © having therefore 


theſe promiſes, (abſolute promiſe:) let us cleanſe ourſelves 
from all filthineſs of fleſh and ſpirit, perfecting holineſs in the 
fear of Gop (e). Job knew that his Redeemer lived, and that 
he ſhould live with him; and yet as to holineſs and integrity, 
u not a man like Job in all the earth.“ And that holy man 
Aſaph was fully aſſured of perſevering infallibly; * thou ſhalt 
guide me by thy counſel, and afterwards receive, me to 


glory (p) : this did not looſen the reins, but made him cleave 
| | cloſer 


(i) Tha. xxix. with Matt. xv. 7, 2. (4 Col. iii. 4. 5. 
„John iii. 2, 3. (*) 2 Cor. iv. 5, 9. 
% 2 Cor. vi. 18. (o) Chap. vii. 1. (/ Pſalm }xxiti. 24. 
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cloſer to God, renouncing all but him and his ſervice ; u whom 
have I in heaven' but thee? and it. is good for me to draws 
= to Gop ().“ The like frame of ſpirit we find in David, 
* ſurely goodneſs and mercy ſhall follow me all the days of 
my life: his feſult alſo is, I will dwell in the houſe of God 
for ever (r). And, that theſe were not temporary fits and 
flaſhes, but from a ſettled principle, is further apparent by his 
manner of reaſoning ; © in time of trouble he ſhall hide me in 
his pavilion, (no ſafer place on earth nor in heaven) and now 
ſhall my head be lifted up above mine enemies round about 
me (5).* But what follows upon this mounted affurance? 
5 ſoul, take thy eaſe, eat, drink, and be merry? O!] no: but 
1 therefore will I offer ſacrifices of joy; I will ſing, yea I will 
ſing praiſes unto the Lord (t) lu he was now upon his high 
places, out of the reach of danger; but did not grow remiſs 
upon it, reſtrain prayer, and give over calling upon Gon; but 
falls the more fervently. upon that which ſhall be the upſhot of 
all in heaven: he would rather have been remiſs without this 
aſlurance, as himſelf preſently acknowledgeth :. I had fainted, 
unleſs I had believed to ſee the goodneſs of the Lord in the 
land of the living (u).“ So Paul's aſſurance of obtaining what 
he run for, was a mighty ſtrengthening to him in his race: 
wht fo crucified to the world as Paul? fo abundant in all kind 
of ſervice, or more ready to die for Chriſt, than he? who yet 
had the fulleſt aſſurance of holding out, and of receiving the 
crown of righteouſneſs at laſt ; and that nothing ſhould. ſepa- 
rate him from it. By theſe ye may gather, that believers are 
of a nobler extract, than to love Goo the leſs, becauſe he 
loves them ſo much, and that it is no trivial ſlander to inſi- 
nuate, that believers, (eſpecially ſuch as have affurance,) are 
moſt expoſed and given to backſliding : which is, ſure, an un- 
natural conſequent of their being“ ſealed to the day of Re- 
demption.” Such, objections do alſo argue the authors of 
them not well acquainted with the goodly ways of Gop, nor 
with that ſpiritual obliging ſweetneſs that is found in them: 
which any one, who hath taſted thereof in truth, would not 
turn from, although his future happineſs were not concerned 


in it. Nor do they conſider the frame and nature of the new 


creature, which hath ſpiritual ſenſes, fitted to diſcern what 


you 
Ver. 25, 28. ) Pſalm xxiii. 6. 


(*) Ver. 13. 


* 
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you fifteen years added to your life, and a certainty of it; 
would you therefore forſake your food, and diſuſe the ordi- 
nary means of preſerving life ! the Jews had an abſolute pro- 
miſe, that Gop would fave Jeruſalem from the king of Aſſyria, 
who then beſieged it: did they ſet open their gates, and draw 
2. off their guards upon it? ſenſe and reaſon would teach them 
otherwiſe, which grace does not deſtroy, but perfect. It is 
a ſpark of that heavenly fire, which cannot live out of its ele- 
ment, nor can all the waters under heaven quench it. It is a 
participation of the divine nature, and fo loves and hates, as 
| the father of it doth ; and it will cleave to him in every ſtate : 
| if he ſave me alive, I will ſerve him; if he kill me, I will 
truſt in him;® in life and in death, I will be the Lord's. 
This is the natural diſpoſition of the new creature, it ſavours 
| only the things which are of Gop : and the higher taſted they 
are by aſſurance, the more is he aloft, and above the lure of 
carnal divertiſements, not to be governed or led by them. 
Therefore, let Gop be true, and his prophets and apoſtles be 
| reckoned for faithful witneſſes, and every one that ſpeaks 
otherwiſe a liar. | | Fe 
The next thing in courſe is, to conſider what improvement 
may be made of this doctrine; which one would ſurely con- 
clude, of very * uſefulneſs, ſince the fcriptures are ſo 
greatly concerned about it. In prom it affords matter of 
eminent ſupport to believers ; eſpecially in difficult caſes: it 
alſo evinceth matter of duty on the believer's part; and from 
the examples fore- quoted, ſomething of direction in reference 
to both; which I ſhall here put intermixedly. | 
| Infer. I. Stand ſtill, and behold the ſalvation of the Lord! 
| and at the fight of this great thing, ſay in your hearts with an 
' _ holy aſtoniſhment, what hath Gop wrought !* let your 
| ſouls be filled and enlarged with everlaſting admirings of that 
ce (that ſovereign grace) which has fo 8 ſecured 
ſalvation of his choſen; that no manner of thing, whe- 
ther within them or without them, ſhall be able to defeat it, 
or hinder them of it; * no not the gates of hell: nay, not ſo 
much as one of the ſtakes thereof ſhall be removed, and that 
for ever. Shaken you may be, and toſſed with a tempeſt ; but 
not overturned, becauſe ye have an eternal root. WR 
love is of that ſovereignty, that it rules and over-rules all, 
both in heaven and earth : Chriſt Jeſus our Saviour and Lord, 
the holy Ghoſt our Sanctiſier, Counſellor, and Comforter ; in 
all they have done, do, or will do, do ſtill purſue that 3 
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All ordinances, providences, temptations, afflictions, and 
whatever can be named, (whether good or bad in itfelf) life, 


| death, things preſent, and things to come, are all made ſubſer- 
vient to the decree of Election; and do all work together to 


bring about its moſt glorious deſignment. If the courſe and 
conduct of common providences were livelily delineated, it 
would yield an illuſtrious proſpect: how much more the con- 
duct, order, and end, of thole ſpecial providences, which. are 
proper to, and conyerſant' about Election! when all the 
pieces thereof ſhall be brought together and ſet in order, how 
beautiful will it be! angels and men ſhall ſhout for the glory 
of it! then it will be evident, God has done nothing in vain, 
or impertinent to your bleſſedneſs: that whatever hath be- 
fallen you here (however contrary to your preſent ſenſe and 
opinion of it) was diſpenſed in very faithfulneſs to you : that 


if any of thoſe manifold, and ſeemingly croſs occurrences, 
| have been exerciſed with, had been omitted, it would have 


been a blank in your ſtory, a blot in your eſcutcheon of ho- 
nour. When you ſhall ſee what contrivances have been 
againſt you ; what art, ſubtilty, malice, and power, they were 
agitated with, how unable you were of yourſelves, to foreſee, 
prevent, avoid, or repel them, and how all the attributes of 
Gop and his providences, each one in its time and place, 


(which was always moſt ſeaſonable) came in to your reſcue, 
retorting on your adverſaries, and ſafeguarding you; yea, how 


that which was death in itſelf, was made to work life in you, 


how amiable and admirable will the ſtory of it be! that when 


your faith was weak, the Lord did not withdraw from you; 


that when it was at its height and ftrength, he then did for 


you above all you could believe or think, and through an un- 
ſpeakable preſs of difficulties and contradictions, he carried on 
his work in you; even bearing you on eagles wings, until he 
had brought you to himſelf: how will you magnify his work, 
and admire it then! begin it now. | | 
Infer. IT, Let us ſtudy more the knowledge and contents of 


this great truth of believers invincible Perſeverance ; the rife, 


progreſs, and tendency of it, and what advantages it yields to 
us: which are, indeed, many and very conſiderable, 

I. As it is a part of the doctrine of Election, which 
teacheth, that nothing in us, but grace and love in Gop, was 
the only original cauſe of our falvation : the knowledge where- 
of will work in the ſoul an holy ingenuity and love towards 
Gov, whom nothing mm ſin. Simon anſwered right, 

2 wnacn 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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when he ſaid, * He that had moſt forgiven him, would love 
moſt,” Luke vii. 45 whence it follows, that he who believes 
the free remiſſion of all his ſins from firſt to laſt, muſt needs love 
Gop more than he who believes only the pardon of thoſe that are 
paſt; and that fo, as that they may all be charged upon him again: 
or if not, that yet he may poſſibly periſh for thoſe to come, perhaps 
in the laſt moment of his life: for he is not {ure (nay, it is very 
doubtful, if dependent on his own natural will) that faith and re- 


pentance ſhall be his laſt act. Now this grace of love being 


the ſtrongeſt and moſt operative principle, he that is led by it 
muſt act accordingly ; that is, vigoroufly, and without weari- 


neſs, as Paul did. And Joſeph having received large tokens of 
_ God's love to him, and expecting more, yet argues againſt and 


(with an holy diſdain and flight) puts by the temptation, * how 
can I do this, and fin againſt Gop,'* who hath dealt, and will 


deal fo bountifully with me ! divine love is of infinite eficacy, 


2. As it teacheth the ſoul to depend upon God for its 
keeping, as having his almighty power abſolutely engaged for 
it, Whereas, if the efficacy and event of all that Gop doth 
for me, ſhould depend upon ſomething to be done by myſelf, 
who am a frail creature, and prone to revolt; I ſhould ſtill be 
in fear, becauſe ſtill in danger of falling, and loſing all at laſt: 


and this fear being an enfeebling paſſon, muſt needs render 


my reſiſtance, and all my endeavours, both irregular and weak: 


whereas a magnanimous and fearleſs ſpirit, who ſees himſelf 
clothed with a divine power, ſhall have his wits (as we ſay) 
more about him to diſcern. dangers and advantages, and conſe- 
quently, how to eſchew the one, and improve the other. 

3. As it gives aſſurance © our labour ſhall not be in vain.“ 
This made theſe believing Hebrews to “ endure that great 
fight of afflictions, and to take joyfully the ſpoiling of their 
goods ; becauſe they knew they had in heaven a better and 
more enduring ſubſtance.® All manner of accompliſhments 
put into one, and made your own, would not ſo invincibly 
ſteel your foreheads, and ſtrengthen your hearts, as to be ſure 
of ſucceſs, and to come off conquerors at laſt : the apoſtle 
therefore brings it in as the higheſt encouragement in our 
chriſtian warfare (a). And our bleſſed Lord himſelf,” (who of 


all others had the hardeſt taſk to perform) it made his face 
as a flint, becauſe he knew he ſhould not be confounded (5). * 


Infer. III. Make it one, and that a main part of your buſi- 
neſs, to foil and diſprove the objections that are brought 
| againſt 

(a) Rom. vi. 14. Chap. viii. 37. (5) Iſa. I. 7. 
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againſt this doctrine; and your neareſt way to it is by * grow- 
ing in grace (c). 1. Lay aſide, and caſt away every weight; 
eſpecially the fin that doth moſt eaſily beſet you; your boſom 
ſin, whatever it be; caſt them to the moles and to the bats; 
they are not fit mates for day-light creatures (4). It is a no- 


ble prize you run for; therefore clog not yourſelf with any 


thing that may hinder or-retard your pace, 2. Keep your- 
ſelyes in the love of Gop; maintain a ſpiritual ſenſe of his 
love to you, and a lively anſwer of holy affections towards him, 
Whatever may tend to obſcure or lefſen your ſenſe of it, have 
nothing to do with it; keep yourſelf from idols; let nothing 
have an intereſt in your love but Gop; and all things elſe, 
but in ſubordination, and with reſpect to him only, 3. Watch 
againſt the beginnings and very firſt motions of fin; nip it in 
the bud; abſtain from all appearance of evil; and walk not on 
the brink of your liberty. It is eaſter to keep out an invader, 
than to expel him being entered; to keep down a rebel, and 
and prevent his riſing, than to conquer him when he is up. 
Great and black clouds have ſmall beginnings; the bigneſs of 
your hand, at firſt, may riſe and ſpread ſo as to cover the 
whole heavens ; therefore, keep off fin at ſtaffs end. 4. Be 
diligent and induſtrious in it. Think not, becauſe it is Gon 
who performeth all things for you, that therefore you may ſit 
ſtil}, or be remiſs in your duty; your arms and armour were 
not provided to ruſt in your tent. There may be, indeed, 
ſuch a juncture in providence, that it may be your duty, and 
conſequently your ſtrength, to ſit ſtill (as was theirs at the 
red-fea (e): this is, when all farther motion is ſhut up to you; 
and then the Lord will do his work without you : but ufaally 
there is ſomething to be done on our part. Though the 
Lord would go forth before David, and ſmite the Philiſtines, 
yet David muſt beſtir himſelf (F). This thing is conſtantly 
to be affirmed, that * they who have believed in Gop, be care- 
ful to maintain good works (g): and do it the rather, * to 
cut off occaſion from them which deſire occaſion ; that where- 
in they glory, they may be found even as we (90%. 5 Cleave 
to Jeſus Chriſt, and to him only ; and truſt not to your hold- 
ing of him, but to his holding of you. This did David, when 
he ſays, Thou holdeſt me by my right hand (i).“ Follow 
him, as men follow the court, whoſe dependence 1s upon it, 
TY While 

(e) 2 Pet. iii. 18. with Chap. i. 5—10. (4) 1 Theſs. v, 5, 6. 

(e) Exod. xiv. 123. /) 2 Sam. v. 21. (2) Tit. ul. 8, 

6) 2 Cor, xi. 22. i) Pſalm Ixxiii. 23. 
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While. following bim, you cannot do amiſs ; nor want ＋ 


ood thing, whether for counſel, ſtrength, or otherwiſe. 
orget what is behind, and preſs, on towards perfection; that 


if poſible, you may attain to the reſurrection of the dead, 


that is, to be perfectly holy. Though perfectneſs, in the per- 


fection of it, is not attainable here; yet the higher you aim, 


the higher ſhall your attainment be, and the farther off from 
laſing what you have got. Keep the mark ſtill in your eye, 
and ſhun whatever might intercept your ſight of it. Theſe 
are ſome of. the ways to make your 2 

and if ye do theſe things, ye ſhall prove this doctrine to be 
true; and either prevent or retort thoſe carnal and groundleſs 
calumnies that are brought againſt it. | 

 Infer. IV. Since there are ſuch arguments for believers Per- 
ſeverance, let us all fo demean ourſelves, that we may have 
them all ſtand. on. our fide, for proof and evidence that we are 


of that happy remnant, whom the great Gop hath ſet apart 
for hunſelf, and whom he hath made and wrought for this 


ſelf-ſame thing: and as it was his purpoſe, ſo let it be our ſpi- 
rit and practice, to, glorify the riches of his grace. 1. If born 
of Gov, let us ſhew forth the virtues of our father, and bear 


ourſelves as his children, both towards him, and towards the 


world. Let us live upon bim, and live to him; rejoicing al- 
ways before him; firſt, for his own. bleſſedneſs, and then for 
ours, as derived from his, and by him reſerved in heaven for 
us; and all, as.deſtgning to honour. him as our father. 2. If 


we have faith, let it appear by our works. It muſt be ſome 


fingular thing that muſt diſtinguiſh, us from other men: it is 
not profeſſion, - nor words, nor actions neither (as to the mat- 
ter of them, and fo far as viſible to men) that will approve us 
believers ; but the principle whence they grow, and the end 
they drive at: the reſult of Abraham's faith was, to give 
glory to God, * and ſo will ours, if Abraham's ſeed. 3. Let us 
carry ourſelves under all diſpenſations, not only quietly, but 


thankfully; and ſo as to anſwer Gop's end: walk humbly; 
hate the thing that is evil; have the world under your feet; 


eſteem preciouſly of Chriſt ; honour his ordinances ; let every 

grace have its perfect work; and rejoice, in. hopes of that glo- 

2 which all theſe things are preparatory to. 4. If one with 
h 


rift, and he our mediator ; then let us walk as he walked; 


who held his own will always ſubject to his father's ; reckon- 
ing it © his meat to do his will, and to finiſh his work:“ let us 
alſo wait his advice and counſel in every buſineſs, and follow 

its 
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it; commit our cauſe to him, and intereſt him in all our con- 
cernments. 5. Apply yourſelves to every attribute of Gop, 
according to the preſent occaſion ; and dwell upon them, and 
leave them not, until you have the grace and help intended by 
them. They are all made over to the heirs of ſalvation, to live 
upon: let it not be ſaid, that in the midſt of our abundance 
we are in ftreights! 6. If made for the glory of Gop, make 
good your end: he is glorious in holineſs, and by holineſs 
only can you glorify him. Bear, therefore, on the forehead of 
your deſigns and converſation, that royal inſcription, Hol 
NESS TO THE LoRD: by this, you will ſet to your ſeal, that 
God is true zu and approve yourſelves to be © children that 
will not lie.“ It will alſo be of ſingular uſe and ſervice to 
yourſelves, as to that other end of your being : that you have 
* glorified God on the earth,” will be a ſubſtantial argument 
that * he will glorify you“ in the world to come (4). For, 
though your perſonal” righteouſneſs be not your title to the 
heavenly inheritance, yet your conſtant progreſſion in holineſs 
will be your beſt evidence, (next the immediate witneſſings of 
the ſpirit) that you have a title, and that your title is good, 
Since, therefore, we were made for, and expect ſuch things, 
hat manner of perſons ought we to be in all holy converſa- 
tion and godlineſs (/) ?* 7. If under the covenant of grace, 
let us reckon ourſelves ſtrengthened with all might, and hold 
to it, as having all our ſalvation in it; both keeping ſupport, 
recovery and ſettlement, grace and glory : not minding ſo much 
how any thing looks or feels at preſent, as the end it tends to; 
for if the end be good, the means (as fuch) cannot be other- 
wiſe. And truly, we cannot have a better evidence of our in- 
tereſt in this covenant, than a total devolving and caſting our- 
ſelves upon it (m). 
And well it is for us (who find in ourſelves ſo great a prone- 
neſs to backſlide) that our eternal condition doth not depend 
on ourſelves ; but upon that foundation of Gop mentioned 
in Timothy, where the apoſtle, fpeaking of ſome who had made 


ſhipwreck of the faith, (left true believers ſhould faint in their 


minds at the fight and apprehenſion of it) he tells them, that 
nevertheleſs (that is, notwithſtanding this woful backſliding of 
ſome, perhaps of eminent profeſſion, yet) * the foundation of 
Gop ſtandeth ſure ;** d. That they who are of this founda- 
tion are ſure to be kept: and * it with this ſeal, © the 
4 
(4) John xvii. 4. (1) 2 Pet. ui, 11, 
(n) Iſa. lvi. 4, 6. 
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Lord knoweth them that are his:“ he knows whom he hath 
choſen, and concerning whom he hath covenanted, that © they 
ſhall not depart from him zu and-therefore he will not let them 
go; (they ſhall be kept as . thoſe ſeven thouſand were, from 
bowing the knee to Baal:) adding this caution: withal, * that 
every.one which nameth the name of the Lord, ſhould depart 
from iniquity (n) : which,' as it is a means of Gop's appoint- 
ing; to keep from apoſtaſy ; ſo it ſhall be to them an evidence, 
that they are of that foundation, and ſhall be kept. For, it 

being his ſcope, to comfort belieyers againſt their miſgivings, 
which ariſe from a ſenſe of their own weakneſs, and a like 
aptneſs in themſelves to revolt, he needs. muſt uſe an argu- 

ment ſuitable to ſuch an end: and therefore, in ſaying * the 


foundation of Gop- ſtandeth fure,** he muſt intend, believers *© 


ſtanding ſure upon it: for, the ſtanding ſure of the founda- 
tion, would be ſmall comfort to us, if yet we might be blown 
off it, or fink beſides it. Does Gop take care for ſparrows ? 
for oxen ? for ravens? much more for believing ſouls, who 
have committed themſelves to his keeping. Let the fowler do 
all he can, not a ſparrow ſhall fall to the ground: you will 


ſay, without the will of Gop they cannot: and the will of 


God is, that they ſhall nat: * a thouſand may fall at his fide, 
and ten thouſand at his right hand, but it ſhall not come nigh 
him (o). He that determined ſuch a fparrow ſhall not fall, de- 
termined alſo to prevent that which would cauſe him to fall: 
and therefore, either the fowler ſhall not find the bird, or the 
bird ſhall diſcern his approach, or ſmell the powder, and be 
gone; or if he ſhoot, he ſhall miſs his mark; or if he hit, it 
ſhall light on the feathers that will grow again, or on ſome 
geſhy part that may be licked whole; or perhaps it ſhall open 
an ulcer, that could not otherwiſe be cured: a believer's heel 
may be bruiſed, but his vital parts are out of reach, and there- 
Rows”: 2:5 1 „ a, 
Infer. V. Let this doctrine of believers invincible Perſe- 
verance in faith and holineſs, ſtrengthen our hearts againſt all 
forts of doubts and fears which may ariſe from the preſence of 
indwelling-ſin, with its frequent and ſturdy . inſurreQtions ; 
ſince * he that hath begun, will alſo perfect his work with 
power (p). Judge righteous judgment: of ourſelves indeed we 
cannot think worſe than we deſerve, but of our ſtate we may: 

therefore fur help in this caſc, conſider, | 
| 1. That 


() 2 Tim. ii. 10. (e) Palm ci. 7. 
(p) Phil. i 6. 2 Theſs. i. 11. 
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1. That though the new nature ſhall ——_— — the 
old at laſt, the work is not perfected here. But take this 
for your preſent relief, that'the beſt principle is ſtill predomi- 
nant, and getting ground, and the old party ſhall never recover 
its waſting condition: for, the kingdom of Gop once in the 
heart, will ſurely work and ſpread itſelf, till the whole lump 
is ſavoured by it (9): # to him that hath ſhall be given (7): 
he that hath life ſhall have it more abundantly (3): as it was 
God who girded you with * ſo he will make your way 
perfect (t). Though faith and holineſs be at preſent but as 
too little flocks of kids; and fin, like the Syrians army, fills 
the country : be not diſmayed ; the king of Iſrael will clear the 
country of them ; his * 5 ſhall life up a ſtandard againſt 
them (u); and though they come in like a flood, by him ſhall 
their proud waves be ſtayed (c). The Lord ſays to you in 
this caſe as he did to Jeremy, © I have made thee a defenced 


city, an iron pillar, and brazen walls, 2 the whole land: 


they ſhall fight againſt thee, but they ſhall not prevail againſt 
thee (y) zu or, as once to his people, concerning the giant Og; 
fear him not, for I will deliver him, and all his people, into 
thy hand (z).* 5 | * | 

2. This fickneſs is not unto death. The confli is not to 
weaken or deſtroy, but for trial and improvement of your 
faith and other graces; the very trial whereof is precious (a), 
and ſhall be found fo at laſt; both to the glory of him that 
tries you, and yours who are tried. Abraham, David, Job, 
and others, are pregnant examples of this; they came forth 
like gold, more pure, ' ſolid and flexible. David, indeed, 
though he held faſt his confidence a great while, yet ſtill being 
purſued and over-preſt, every day involved in danger anew, 
and having once admitted carnal reaſon into his council, he be- 
gan to flag in his faith, “ I ſhall one day periſh, —and all 
men are liars (b) :” but it was in his haſte, not conſidering the 
ſureneſs of an abſolute promiſe ; and therefore, when he had 
better weighed it, he confeſſes his fault, and recovers from it; 
and his faith was improved by his trial : for, being come again 
to itſelf, he comfortably concludes, that goodneſs and mercy 


| | ſhall 
17 Matt. xiii. 31, 33+ A7 Chap. xxv. 29. 
(s) John x. 10. (0%) Pialm xviii 32. 
4) Iſa. lix. 19. (x) Job xxxviii 11. 
Y Jer, i 18, 19. (z) Deut. iii. 2. 


{#) 1 Pet. i. 7. (4) 3 Sam. xxvii. 1. Pſalm exvi. 11. 
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ſhall follow him all the days of his life ; and, notwithſtanding 


his preſent exile, © he ſhall dwell in the houſe off the Lord for 
ever (c). T TY 3 | | | 

3- Be it always remembered, that Gop reckons of a man 
according to what his mind is; and you ought ſo alfo to 
reckon of yourſelf, This was Paul's courſe in Rom. vii. 
where he thus reaſoneth; © now if I do that I would not, it 
is no more I that do it, but ſin that dwelleth in me (d): be- 
fore converſion it was Saul, but now it is ſin. Believers may 
be led captive (at times) even after they have ſworn fealty to 
their true Lord: but ſtill they are his in their mind, and that 
is their mark. It is the ſame with that in ohn; © whoſoever 
is born of Gop doth not commit fin; and he cannot ſin be- 


cauſe he is born of Gop (e) ; that is, he does not, nor he 


cannot fin, as the devil's children do; for their wills are in it, 
(which alſo is their mark) according to Joby viii. 44. * The 


Juſts of your father ye will do:“ but a regenerate perſon, 


5 the evil he doth, he allows not.“ And this is a ſtaying con- 
ſideration, that if u with our mind we ferve the law of Gop,s 
it ſhall not ruin us that * with our fleſh we ſerve the law of 
fin (F) u but how ſhall I know it? if you be forced, you will 
cry out; and if you cry, it is a rape, and ſhall not be charged 
to your account, ye have the Jaw for it, in Deut. xxit. 25, 26, 
27. So, he that kills a man againſt his will, is not reckoned 
a murderer, nor worthy of death; albeit the act itſelf be the 
fame that another man, whoſe will was in it, ſhall die for (g). 
4. Believers are u trees of righteouſneſs, and of the Lord's 
own planting z and therefore, they ſhall not fear when heat 
cometh ().“ They have their autumns indeed, (too often) 
and blighting winds ;- (perhaps in the ſpring- time too} and 
alſo luxuriant branches and ſuckers, proceeding from the old 
ſtock; which rob the good ones of their ſap, and make their 
fruit leſs, both in bulk and beauty: but ſtill their ſubſtance is 
in them, and therefore they revive and flouriſh again. And 
while thoſe ſuckers are nipped and-pruned off, the true branches 
are preſerved and cheriſhed (i): * they ſhall bring forth fruit 
in their old age (4). They that are now (that is, once; they 


that 
(c) Palm xxiii. 7. (4). Rom. vii. 20. 
ſe 1 john iii . | Rom. vii. 25, 
(g) Exod. xxi. 13. with Deut. xix. 4, 6. 
(+) Jer. xvii. 8. (i) John xv. 2. 


(+) Pſalm xcii. 14. 
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that are once) the children of God, u ſhall never be otherwiſe; 
ſave only in a greater likeneſs ta their father (/). And ana. 


their living on him, and their likeneſs to him, be very weakly 
ſometimes, (as the natural life of infants is et, being born, 
they muſt be kept; and the will and care ir father is, to 
nurſe them up to a perfect man (m), | 
You will ſay, perhaps, that never had any ſuch cauſe of 
complaint as you; and poſſibly it may he ſo; to be ſure, you 
know not that they had: and thoſe you compare yourſelf with, 
may have ſaid as much of themſelves ; and they had the like 
cauſe ; for aur hearts are faſhioned alike; only, each one beſt 
knows the plague of his own: Agur, a man of great wiſdom. 
and holineſs, ſays of himſelf, that he was more brutiſh than 
any man ().“ But ſuppoſe it be true, that others corruptions 
have not broke out as yours have done; yet may nat this put 
your faith to a ſtand ; much leſs make you weary, recoil, or. 
to faint in your minds: for the ſame grace that prevented, 
them, can pardon you; and will, if you caſt yourſelves upon 
it. Ye may indeed, be allowed to complain of your ſins; for, 
nothing elſe have ye to complain of : therefore, complain and 
cry out as loud as you will, „O wretched man that I am! 
who ſhall deliver me from this body of death?“ but withal, 
betake you to the ſame refuge that he did, and abide by it; 
5: I thank Gop through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord !“ Rom. vii. 24, 
25. Here you may triumph over all, both complaints and the 
cauſes of them  _ ef. ad TIT 
It muſt always be granted, that to deal with fin, combined, 
intrenched, and fortified as it is, is a great undertaking, and 
yet muſt be undertook, and gone through with too; there is 
no retreat to be ſounded, nor armour provided for your back ; 
every child of Adam muſt either kill or be killed in this com- 
bat; there is no compounding the difference, nor diſcharge in 
this warfare, until the day be perfectly won: but what a re- 
cruit is there levied, and always ſtands ready, as a ſure re- 
ſerve! that though the conflict be ſharp, the ſucceſs is ſure ; 
and in order thereto, (amongſt other rules and articles of war) 
bear in mind theſe few following. (1.) Intangle not your- 
ſelf ; but ſhun and avoid whatever may prove a clog, or unfit 
you for duty. (2.) Exerciſe yourſelf in handling your ſpiri- 
tual arms, eſpecially that of your faith, (3.) Stand on your 
guard 
(/) 1 John iii. 2,9. Chap. ii. 27. 2 John ver. 2. 
] Ephes. iv. 13. (n) Prov. xxx. 2. 
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2 watchfully; that ye be not ſurprized by ſudden excur- 
ions, or under pretence of friendſhip. (4.) Arm yourſelf 
with the ſame mind that was in Chriſt; ſet your face as a 


flint, and conclude, that “ ye ſhall not be confounded.” (5.) 
Submit to the place your general hath ſet we in : it muſt have 


been ſome body's lot, and why not yours? and the hotter it is 
the more honourable; remembring withal, that when the 
temptation was appointed, then alſo was ordained, “ a way to 


| eſcape; and this you are told of beforehand, that you“ might 


be able to bear it,” 1 Cor. x. 13. (6.) Look that ye fight 
with proper weapons; which are only to be had at the cove- 
nant of grace, and the croſs of Chriſt; and there they are 
never wanting : and be ſure ye go not down to the Philiſtines, 
either to forge or ſharpen. (7.) Fight not as one that beats 
the air; but as having, indeed, a ſturdy adverſary to deal with, 
whom yet you are ſure to overcome. (8.) Look ſtill on your 
Captain, to obſerve what he ſays and does, and do likewiſe: to 
take up the croſs and endure hardſhip, are neceſſary accoutre- 
ments for a ſoldier of Chriſt. (g.) Wait on ie Land to re- 
new your ſtrength ; who then beſtirs himſelf moſt, when your 
ſtrength is gone; he then lays hold upon ſhield and buckler, 
and ftands up for your help, P/alm xxxy 2. (10.) Laſtly, 
(and to influence all) mind the Lord of his covenant ; even 


then, when yourſelf, perhaps, think on it with trouble, as 
doubting your intereſt in it. Pray him to remember it for 


you; and with the ſame good-will wherewith he made it: 
beſeech him to look on his bow in the cloud, which him- 
felf hath ſet there, as a ſure ſign between him and you; 
that though the ſkies be red and lowring, the clouds re- 
turn after the rain, and the billows go over your head, you 
Mall not be deluged by them: by this it is that * are hedged 
about, and walled up to heaven. Therefore ſtand not like 
men in ſuſpenſe, as unrefolved to fall on, or doubtful how to 


come off; but on, on, the day is your own; the Lord of hoſts 


purſues them, and * let all the ſons of Gon ſhout for joy.“ 
Infer. VI. Since believers only are intereſted in the cove- 
nant, and that faith is a neceſſary inſtrument which the cove- 
nant will not work without, and without which you cannot 
work with it, nor ſee your intereſt in it, look well to your 
faith: firſt, that it be of the right kind; ſuch as renounces 
ſelf, and lives upon grace, and then, having found it ſuch, 
be ſure ye keep it well, and improve it to the utmoſt. Two 
uſes, eſpecially, are to be made of it: 1. As your ſhield, to 
| ſupply 
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ſupply the place of all other pieces of your armour, when 
broken or looſe, as well as to ſafeguard them when they are 
whole and tight about you. If your helmet be out of the 
way, and fiery darts come pouring down, hold up your faith 
between your head and them: faith is the trueſt quench- coal 
to the fire of hell. If your ſword be forgot, or laid afide, or 
wants an edge, &c, your ſhield, if well applied, will retort your 
enemy's weapons on his own head, 2. Faith 'is your ſpiritual 
optic, which ſhews you things of greateſt moment, and not 
otherwiſe viſible: even chariots and horſemen of fire, are not 


_ diſcernable without it. If temptations from the world do en- 


danger you, turn your faith that way, and through it view and 
conſider how ſhallow and ſhort-lived the pleaſures of it are, 
and how momentary your ſufferings. Then look at the world 
to come, the glory of it, and your intereſt in it, and how 
much your crown will be brightned by the trials you have 
pafſed under here, and dwell on the contemplation of it. Bend 
not your eye ſo much on the peril and length of your paſlage, 
as on the longed-for ſhore that lies beyond it, and reckon the 
ſurges of that dreadful gulph which is yet betwixt you and it, 
but as ſo many ſtrokes to waft you thither. This was the 
courſe that Moſes took (o), and Chriſt himſelf ( p) : nothing 
ſo blunts the edge of Satan's temptations or the world's, as this 
faith of God's elect. Therefore, ſee that you hold faſt your 
faith, keep it as your life, (keep that, and it will keep you,) 
and let it not go until ye die, Then indeed, it will leave you, 
becauſe then it will have done you all the ſervice it can, even 
the whole of what it was ordained for, But, ſhall faith then 
be diſſolved and go to nothing? I would rather expreſs it as 
the apoſtle doth the ſtate of the ſaints that ſhall be found alive 
at Chriſt's coming, * they ſhall not die, but they ſhall be. 
changed (g).” Faith ſhall then be turned into fight, and we 
ſball have the real preſence, full poſſeſſiun, and perfect frui- 
tion of that bleſſedneſs we have believed and hoped for. And 
then ſhall we ſay to our glorious Redeemer, Thou art'the Gop 
that haſt fed me all my life Jong ; thy fleſh has been meat in- 
deed, and thy blood drink indeed: many a good meal have I 
had upon it in the valley of Baca; even feaſts of fat things, 
and wine on the lees: other bridegrooms and ſaviours have 
done worthily, but thou excelleſt them all; they ſet forth their 
beſt at firſt, but thou haſt kept the good wine until now 

| Inter. VII. 


(e) Heb. xi. 26. (p) Chap. xii. 2. 
(4) 1 Cor. xv. 51. 
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nſer VII. Gather hence, both the reaſon and rationality 
of the ſaints deſires to be diſſolved (r). They knew, that 


when this earthly tabernacle went down, they had a better 


and more capacious building in heaven (s). They alſo found, 
that ſpirits dwelling in fleſh are too much ſtraitened and in- 
firm, either to bear the glory they were made for, or to ex- 
preſs an anſwerable thankfulneſs for it: and for this they 
groaned; not to be unclothed, as weary of their preſent ſtate, 
but to be clothed upon with their houſe from heaven (2). 
They were now the as of Gop (A); but what they ſhould 
be, and fain would be, did not appear to them, nor could, un- 
til the vail was rent, which hung (as yet) between them and 
the holy of holies The firſt-fruits of the ſpirit 'x), which 
were both an earneſt and foretaſte of future glory ( y), inſpired 
them with fervent defires of liberty; that glorious liberty 
which belonged to them, as being the ſons of Gop (z). They 
had by faith laid hold on eternal life: this they had ſtill in 
their eye, and earneſtly purſued : and ſo intent they were upon 
it, that they even forgot what was behind (a), though very 
memorable in its time : the much they had attained, 


counted for nothing, to what was coming; nor reckoned for 


any coſt, to gain that ineſtimable pearl, namely, © the prize of 
the high calling of Gop in Chriſt (6). This they knew was 
a thing too big for mortal ſenſes, though as highly refined and 
ſublimated as capable of while mortal, and therefore lon 
for that day when immortality ſhould be their clothing. 

love of Gop ſhed abroad in their hearts (c), had given ſuch a 
divine tincture, and ſo transformed and widened their ſouls, as 
nothing could ſatisfy but that immenſe deep from whence it 
came. They knew, that © when Chriſt rheir life ſhould ap- 
pear, they ſhould be like him, and ſhould ſee him as he is (d) :* 
Not under ſhadows, as of old; nor in a ſtate of humiliation, 


as when upon earth; nor, as ſince, under memorials and re- 


_ preſentations ; but in his ſtate of glory: the fight of which 
would transform them into his image indeed; and until then 
they could not ſay, It is enough, They knew, that the very 


quinteſſence 
(r) Phil. i, 23. | (s) 2 Cor. v. 1, 2. 
(„% Ver. 4. (u) i John iii. 2. 
(x) Rom. viii. 23. 2 Cor. i. 22. () Ephes. i. 24. 
(z) Rom. viii. 21. (a) Phil. iii. 13. 


5) Phil. iii. 14. (e) Rom. v. 5. 
44) Col. iii. 4. | 
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uinteflence of heavenly beatitude conſiſts in the viſion of 
| and that heaven itſelf, with all that innumerable com- 
pany of angels, and ſpirits of juſt men made perfect, (though a 
very glorious and deſirable ſociety) would not ſatisfy heayen- 


born ſouls, if the Lord himſelf. were not there in his glory: 
hence thoſe holy exclamations and outeries, Whom have I in 


heaven but thee 00 ! and when ſhall I come and appear before 
Gop (J) l Good Jacob would go and ſee his beloved Joſeph 
before he died; and theſe would die, to go and fee theirs, 
Thus does the kingdom of heaven (as it were) ſuffer violence 
a ſecond time from the heirs of ſalvation; they know it is 
theirs; and that they were wrought for that ſelf-ſame thing; 
and being theirs, they might lawfully take it by force upon all 
carnal impediments (g). bye: 

Infer. VIII. To.cloſe. all: you have ſeen. what Paul and 
others did; go you and do likewiſez.® haſten to the day of 
Gop (h),” and wait for it, as they that watch for the morn- 
ing. 1. Aﬀectionately, as a thing greatly deſirable, eſpecially 
after a dark and toilſome night. 2. Patiently, and with quiet- 
neſs ; not precipitating, but as knowing it will come, and 


that in the fitteſt time. 3. Attentively, as not willing to loſe 


the ſmalleſt found of your mafter's feet. 4. With diligence 
alſo and preparedneſs ; that neither oil nor lighting may be to 
ſeek when the cry is made. Be always ready, and then groan : 

roan (I ſay) for that day of glory, when life and immortality 
ſhall be brought to light in — oh when yourſelf, with all 
the ele of Gop, meeting in that great and general aſſembly, 
the * church of the firſt- born which are written in heaven (i), 
may be entirely, univerſally, and everlaſtingly taken up in ad- 
miring electing love, which ſo gloriouſly and happily ſhall have 
wrought all our works fot us, and brought us to the ultimate 
end it deſigned us for; which was, to be ever with the Lord; 
to ſee him as he is; and to experience the ſum of that great 
petition in the 17th: of John, ä that they may be one in us 
(4) * And in your way thither, carry this aſſurance ſtill before 
= ; that the ſame. hands which laid the foundation, will alſo 
ay the top-ſtone, and that with ſhoutings ; and you ſhall lift 
up to eternity that loud and joyful acclamation, Grace, grace 


unto 
% Pſalm Ixxiil. 25. Y Plalm xlii. 2. 
(g) Matt. xi. 12. 2 Cor. v. 5. (5) 2 Pet. iii. 12. 


(i) Heb, xii. 23. (4) John avii. 21 2& 
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unto it (J). art thou, O Iſrael; who is like unto 
thee, O dt. by the Lord, the ſhield of thine help, and 
the ſword of thine excellency ! all thine enemies ſhall be u 
liars unto thee, and thou ſhalt tread upon their high places (m) * 
and, which is more than angels and men can utter beſides, 
Gon ſhall be all in all (v) to ne which, was the 
end | of ibis work. Amen. x 


0 Zech. iv. 7, 9. 6 bea. xxxiii. 29. Fam. nk . ; 
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